CITY OF LAWNDALE

14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, California 90260
Phone (310) 973-3200 — www.lawndalecity.org

NOTICE OF SPECIAL MEETING
PLANNING COMMISSION

TO:  Chairperson Ni Kal S. Price
Vice Chairperson John Martinez
Commissioner Scott Smith
Commissioner Madonna Sitka
Commissioner Daniel Urrutia

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Lawndale Planning Commission will conduct a special
meeting beginning at 6:30 p.m., on Wednesday, November 15, 2023, in the Lawndale City Hall Council
Chambers, 14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, CA 90260.

Said special meeting shall be for the purpose of conducting the business described in the attached
agenda.

Dated this 9™ of November, 2023

Ni Kal S. Price, Chairperson

I, Adrian Gutierrez, Administrative Assistant 1, of the City of Lawndale, do hereby certify that, under
penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California, that the aforementioned notice of special
meeting was delivered to each member of the Lawndale Planning Commission, and sent by e-mail to
each member in the aforementioned notice at least 24 hours prior to the time set for the special meeting.

Dated this 9" of November, 2023

Adrian Gutierrez
Administrative Assistant Il



CITY OF LAWNDALE

14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, California 90260
Phone (310) 973-3200 — www.lawndalecity.org

AGENDA
SPECIAL LAWNDALE PLANNING COMMISSION MEETING
Wednesday, November 15, 2023 - 6:30 p.m.
Lawndale City Hall Council Chamber
14717 Burin Avenue

Members of the public may provide their comments when the public comment sections of the meeting are opened.
Anyone unable to attend the meeting may submit their public comment by email to agutierrez@lawndalecity.org.
Submit your written comments to the Community Development Department by 5:30 p.m. the day of the meeting.
Electronic, or written, comments must identify the Agenda Item Number in the comment letter or the subject line
of the email. The public comment period will close once the public hearing time for the agenda item has concluded.
The comments will be entered into the record and provided to the Commission. All comments should be a
maximum of 500 words, which corresponds to approximately 3 minutes of speaking time.

Copies of this Agenda Packet may be obtained prior to the meeting at the Community Development Department or on the City
Website. Interested parties may contact the Community Development Department at (310) 973-3230 for clarification regarding
individual agenda items.

This Agenda is subject to revision up to 24 hours before the meeting.

A. CALL TO ORDER

B. ROLL CALL

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
D. CONSENT CALENDAR

E. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Members of the audience may address the Commission on matters of public interest, which pertain
to the City and are not otherwise listed on the agenda. If you wish to speak, please step forward to
the microphone, but not required, state your name and city of residence, and make your
presentation. The maximum time for the presentation is 3 minutes.

F. PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. Case No. Zo-1Y. A Proposal by the City of Lawndale tor <Consideration of a
[Comprehensive Update of the City’'s General Plan (Z2045) and General Plan
Enwronmental Impact Report iElR i]

G. REGULAR AGENDA

None


mailto:agutierrez@lawndalecity.org
http://lawndaleca.hosted.civiclive.com/government/departments/city_clerk_s_office/agendas_minutes/planning_commission
http://lawndaleca.hosted.civiclive.com/government/departments/city_clerk_s_office/agendas_minutes/planning_commission

Agenda

Special Planning Commission Meeting
November 15, 2023
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H. ITEMS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

1. 2024 Planning Commissioners Academy

2. 2023 Santa Sleigh Event

3. Cancellation of the November 22, 2023, and December 27, 2023, Regular Meetings

. ITEMS FROM THE PLANNING COMMISSION

J. ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission will be held at 6:30 p.m. on
Wednesday, November 22, 2023, in the Lawndale City Hall council chamber, 14717 Burin Avenue,
Lawndale, California.

It is the intention of the City of Lawndale to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) in
all respects. If, as an attendee or a participant at this meeting, you will need special assistance beyond
what is normally provided, we will attempt to accommodate you in every reasonable manner. Please
contact the Community Development Department at (310) 973-3230 prior to the meeting to inform us of
your particular needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible. Please advise us at that time if you
will need accommodations to attend or participate in meetings on a regular basis.

| hereby certify under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the
agenda for the special Planning Commission meeting to be held on November 15, 2023,
was posted not less than 24 hours prior to the meeting.

Adrian Gutierrez,
Administrative Assistant |1



Back to Agenda

MINUTES OF THE
LAWNDALE PLANNING COMMISSION REGULAR MEETING
OCTOBER 11, 2023

A. CALL TO ORDER

Chairperson Price called the regular meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. in the Lawndale City Hall
Council Chamber, 14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, California.

B. ROLL CALL

Commissioners Present: Chairperson Ni Kal S. Price, Vice Chairperson John Martinez,
Commissioner Scott Smith, Commissioner Madonna Sitka,
Commissioner Dr. Daniel Urrutia

Other Participants: Assistant  City  Attorney Stephanie  Gutierrez, Community
Development Manager Jared Chavez, Associate Planner Jose
Hernandez, Administrative Assistant Il Adrian Gutierrez

C. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Vice Chairperson Martinez led the flag salute.

D. CONSENT CALENDAR

1. Minutes of the Lawndale Planning Commission Regular Meeting — September 13, 2023

Vice Chairperson Martinez motioned to approve the minutes, with a second from
Commissioner Urrutia. The motion was carried by a vote of 4-0 with Commissioner Sitka
abstaining.

E. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Assistant City Attorney Gutierrez noted that the applicant from the restaurant La Bamba submitted
a letter regarding the previously held revocation hearing.

F. PUBLIC HEARINGS

1. Case No. 23-17: Consideration of Special Use Permit and Design Review for a 9-unit
Apartment Complex with 8 At Market Units and 1 Affordable Density Unit and CEQA
Exemption, On Property Located at 4025 W. 169th Street.

Community Development Manager Chavez presented the item and explained why the applicant
requested a thirty-day continuance.

Chairperson Price requested clarification on the location of several items on the plans.
Community Development Manager Chavez said that she would have the applicant update the
plans so that the items are clearly identified.



Minutes — Planning Commission Regular Meeting
October 11, 2023
Page 2 of 3

Vice Chairperson Martinez pointed out that the third bedroom from unit five is listed as an
office. Community Development Manager Chavez explained that unit five is ADA-accessible, so
one of the bedrooms is accessible from the first floor.

Commissioner Sitka asked for confirmation if the main entrance and exit are both located on
169™" Street. Community Development Manager Chavez confirmed that they are.

Chairperson Price opened the public hearing at 6:42 p.m.

Noreen Kosmas, 168" Street, expressed concerns over parking, construction noise, and the
height of the proposed six-foot fence.

Assistant City Attorney Gutierrez noted that a letter opposing the project was received from
Alfred Tipon Jr., dated October 11, 2023.

Chairperson Price closed the public hearing at 6:46 p.m.

Vice Chairperson Martinez motioned to approve to continue the public hearing for thirty
days, with a second from Commissioner Smith. The vote was carried 5-0.

G. REGULAR AGENDA ITEMS

None

H. ITEMS FROM THE DIRECTOR OF COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT

Community Development Manager Chavez spoke about the following items: the 2024 Planning
Commission Academy, the upcoming Ethics Training, and that the Commission will be
volunteering to help out during the Santa Sleigh event on December 6, 2023.

l. ITEMS FROM THE COMMISSION

Commissioner Sitka mentioned that she would not be available to do the Ethics training in
person. She also inquired about starting a neighborhood watch program on her block due to the
rise of graffiti and other activities at William Green Park.

The Commission discussed having city staff monitor the parks and having the sheriffs patrol the
park areas due to vandalism and activities going on at the parks. Assistant City Attorney
Gutierrez suggested that the Commission agendize the topic for further discussion.

Chairperson Price spoke about the lack of a response mechanism for reporting complaints to the
Code Enforcement Department.

Vice Chairperson Martinez asked about the former CVS store located off the corner of Marine
Avenue and Hawthorne Boulevard due to the blighted conditions of the property.
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J. ADJOURNMENT

Chairperson Price adjourned the meeting at 7:04 p.m. to the next regularly scheduled meeting to be
held on Wednesday, October 25, 2023, at 6:30 p.m. at the Lawndale City Hall Council Chamber
located at 14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, California.

Ni Kal S. Price, Chairperson

ATTEST:

Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager



AGENDA ITEM F-1

CITY OF LAWNDALE
PLANNING COMMISSION

STAFF REPORT

DATE: November 15, 2023 (Special Hearing)
TO: Honorable Chairperson and Members of the Planning Commission
PREPARED BY: Jared Chavez, Community Development Manage&;&(/

SUBJECT: CASE NO. 23-19 A PROPOSAL BY THE CITY OF LAWNDALE
FOR CONSIDERATION OF A COMPREHENSIVE UPDATE OF
THE CITY’S GENERAL PLAN (2045) AND GENERAL PLAN
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (EIR).

PROJECT SUMMARY:

The City is proposing a comprehensive update to the General Plan (2045). As part of the
project the City is proposing the adoption of the General Plan Environmental Impact
Report (EIR). The update will include the recently updated Housing Element, a new
element, Environmental Justice, as required by State Law. The City is also currently
working on updating the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan and the City’'s zoning
ordinance to be consistent with the General Plan, these updates are expected to be
completed in early 2024.

The General Plan is a document that serves as the City's guide to achieve a community’s
vision for the future. The City’s General Plan was adopted by City Council on December
17, 1991. The General plan has had minor amendments and a few major updates but not
a complete update since adoption in 1991. The most recent update to the General Plan
was completed in 2016, which was the Safety Element. The City's General Plan is
composed of 7 mandatory and 2 optional elements: Land Use, Open Space,
Conservation, Housing, Noise, Safety, Economic Development, and Air Quality. As part of
the projects the elements will be updated and reconfigured to be clearer.

The City recently updated the Housing Element of the General Plan. The State requires
that the Housing Element be updated for next upcoming cycle, identifying sites that may
be suitable for housing development. This was the sixth Regional Housing Needs
Assessment cycle update for our Housing Element (2021-2029) . The Housing Element
had an adoption deadline by the State however due to unforeseen last minute
requirements by the State the City focused on completing the Housing Element as
required by the Department of Housing and Community Development. The Housing

City of Lawndale 9
Planning Commission Report (General Plan 2045)
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e Address issues and concerns identified by City residents, businesses, decision-
makers, and other stakeholders;

* Protect Lawndale’s existing residences, character, and sense of community;

¢ Proactively plan for and accommodate local and regional growth in a responsible
manner;

e Encourage mixed-use development patterns along major corridors that promote

vibrant commercial and residential areas;

Allow for a range of high-quality housing options;

Attract and retain businesses and industries that provide jobs for local residents;

Continue to maintain and improve multimodal transportation opportunities;

Maintain strong fiscal sustainability and continue to provide efficient and

adequate public services;

e Address new requirements of State law; and

e Address emerging transportation, housing, and employment trends.

Community Outreach

Staff conducted 10 public outreach workshops beginning on February 2021.The
community of Lawndale was informed about the General Plan and the proposal to
complete a comprehensive update. Each workshop included an overview of the General
Plan, its history, why its important and activities and questions to solicit input from the
residents. The City also conducted a few surveys and polls asking questions both in
English and Spanish. The City received a total of 99 responses to the survey.

The community of Lawndale commented on the concerns regarding the existing uses in
the City and about issues that are important for the community. The City received
several comments about keeping the small town feel of the City intact. Some of the
comments received include: appropriate parking requirements for new developments;
lower density is preferred; continue with landscaping requirements and offer incentives
for drought tolerant landscaping; outline more specified requirements for residential
facades to deter “box like” buildings while maximizing utilization; mixed-use projects
within Hawthorne Boulevard are desired to enhance the City and its image; request for
affordable housing incentives; improve parkways that are not being maintained; to
restrict car dealerships, bars, car title loan offices; liquor stores, adult shops, pawn
shops, furniture stores, payday loan office and automotive uses, especially when close
to parks; bring in uses to generate more sales tax for the City; incentives to attract
quality businesses; attract more small-scale businesses; add more green space/
community space in commercial development to create places for people to gather; add
walkable streets and courtyards in other areas of the city besides Hawthorne Boulevard;
approve or encourage more small locally owned businesses. The residents also brought
up that fact that there are a lot of uses, such as automotive uses, within the City which
are underutilized sites for housing.

City of Lawndale 3
Planning Commission Report (General Plan 2045)
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General Plan EIR (Environmental Impact Report)

A Draft Environmental Impact Report was prepared by the City’s consultant De Novo,
Planning Group as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
Sections 15126, 15175 and 15176 of the CEQA Guidelines. The EIR was prepared
concurrently with the General Plan policy document to facilitate the development of the
General Plan that is largely self-mitigating.

The City circulated a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an EIR for the proposed project on
December 6, 2022 to January 5, 2023. A scoping meeting was held on December 15,
2022. The Notice of Availability was posted for public review and the Draft EIR was
available for public review from August 15 to October 2, 2023. Comments were received
and responded to on the Final EIR (attached).

PUBLIC REVIEW: A notice was published in the Daily Breeze on November 4, 2023.
Additionally, notices were posted on the message board outside

City of Lawndale’s City Hall pursuant to Government Code Section
65091 (a)(5)(B).

LEGAL REVIEW: The City Attorney has reviewed the draft resolution and approved it
as to form.

RECOMMENDATION:
STAFF RECOMMENDS THAT the Planning Commission:

1. Conduct a public hearing,

2. Adopt Resolution No. 23-08 recommending the City Council Approve and Certify
the Final Environmental Impact Report; and

3. Adopt Resolution No. 23-07 recommending that the City Council approve the
General Plan 2045 comprehensive update.

Attachments:

Resolution No. 23-07
Resolution No. 23-08
CEQA Findings of Fact

Final Environmental Impact Report (EIR)I
Draft Environmental Impact Report

ra DGHQICGS

eneral Plan

OGmMmMOOwp
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ATTACHMENT A

“Resolution No. 23-07"

City of Lawndale
Planning Commission Repart {General Plan 2045)




RESOLUTION NO. 23-07

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF LAWNDALE, CALIFORNIA RECOMMENDING
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL APPROVE AND CERTIFY THE
UPDATE TO LAWNDALE GENERAL PLAN 2045.

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission is charged with the responsibility of reviewing
proposed amendments to the City’s General Plan; and

WHEREAS, the City’s General Plan was originally adopted in 1991 and has been
updated and amened to address certain changes such as economic, environmental, social, and
legal;

WHEREAS, in conformance with Government Code Section 65300 et se. the City
commenced a comprehensive update to the City of Lawndale General plan; and

WHEREAS, Section 15126, 15417 and 15176 of the California Government Code sets
forth the specific components to be contained within the General Plan; and

WHEREAS, California Government Code 65302 requires that all General Plans include
8 state mandated elements including land use, circulation, housing, conservation, open space,
noise, environmental justice, and safety elements,

WHEREAS, the City’s Planning Department staff, with the assistance of a consultant,
has prepared the update to the Lawndale General Plan 2045 and Final Environmental Impact
Report (“Project”), which document was previously reviewed by the Planning Commission and

WHEREAS, State law allows that the City periodically amend the General plan to
ensure that it is consistent with the conditions, values, expectations and needs of its residents,
businesses and other stakeholders; and

WHEREAS, the City is currently undertaking an update to its Hawthorne Boulevard
Specific Plan and zoning codes to establish new land use strategies to accommodate the City’s
6" Cycle Regional Housing Needs Assessment (“RHNA”) and implement the Housing Programs
of the 2021-2029 Housing Element; and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) (Public Resources Code § 21000 et seq.), the City
certified the Final EIR for the City General Plan 2045, and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has considered all information concerning the
Project, Case No. 23-19, as set forth in the General Plan and staff reports; and

WHEREAS, Case No. 23-19 was properly noticed and set for public hearing before the
Planning Commission on November 15, 2023, and



WHEREAS, evidence was heard and presented from all persons interested in affecting
said proposal, from all persons protesting the same and from members of the City staff and the
Planning Commission, having reviewed, analyzed and studied said proposal.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
LAWNDALE, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AND RECOMMEND AS
FOLLOWS:

Section 1. That the recitals set forth above are true and correct and are incorporated into this
resolution by reference.

Section 2. That the Planning Commission intends to address the City’s changing needs by
implementing the required policies, procedures, and programs contained in the
2045 update to the General Plan, attached hereto and incorporated herein as
Exhibit “A.”

Section 3. the Planning Commission recommends that the City Council pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act (“CEQA”) (Public Resources Code §
21000 et seq.), certifies the Final EIR for the City General Plan 2045

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 15" DAY OF NOVEMBER 2023.

Nik al Price, Chairperson
Lawndale Planning Commission

ATTEST:

State of California )

County of Los Angeles ) SS
City of Lawndale )

I, Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager for the City of Lawndale, California, do
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 23-07 was duly approved and adopted by the
Planning Commission of the City of Lawndale at a regular meeting of said Commission held on
the 15 day of November 2023 by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Jared Chavez,
Acting Community Development Manager
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ATTACHMENT B

“Resolution No. 23-08”

City of Lawndale
Planning Commission Repart {Genera | Plan 2045}



RESOLUTION NO. 23-08

A RESOLUTION OF THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF LAWNDALE, CALIFORNIA RECOMMENDING
THAT THE CITY COUNCIL ADOPT FINDINGS OF FACT
AND A STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS
PERSUANT TO THE CALIFONRIA ENVIRONEMENTAL
QUALITY ACT (CEQA), CERTIFY THE GENERAL PLAN
UPDATE FINAL ENVRIONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT (SCH
#202212088), AND APPROVE GENERAL PLAN 2045, AND
APPROVING THE PROJECT

WHEREAS, the City of Lawndale (the “City”) proposes the Lawndale General Plan
2045 (the “Project), a comprehensive update to the City’s existing General Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Project sets the overarching policy document that guides land use,
housing, transportation, open space, public safety, community services, and other policy
decisions through the City; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to section 210067 of the Public Resources Code, and section
15367 of the State CEQA Guidelines (Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14 Section 15000 et. Se.), the City of
Lawndale is the lead agency for the proposed Project; and

WHEREAS, prior to the development of the project or environmental documents, the
City conducted extensive public outreach hosted 10 public workshops beginning in February
2021 through December 2021. Public workshops included 9 virtual workshops and 1 in person
interactive workshop, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines, the City
determined that a Program Environmental Impact Report (“EIR”) should be prepared in order to
analyze all potential adverse environmental impacts that could potentially result from the
adoption and implementation of the proposed Project; and 4.1.a Packet Pg. 70 Attachment:
Planning Commission Resolution 23-07 (Lawndale General Plan 2045)

WHEREAS, in accordance with State CEQA Guidelines section 15082, on December 6,
2022, the City sent to the Office of Planning and Research and each responsible and trustee
agency a Notice of Preparation (“NOP”) stating that an Environmental Impact Report (State
Clearinghouse Number #202212088 would be prepared; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21083.9 and State CEQA
Guidelines sections 15082(c) and 15083, the City held a duly noticed Scoping Meeting on
December 15, 2022, to solicit comments on the scope of the environmental review of the
proposed Project, however, no comments were received during the Scoping Meeting; and

WHEREAS, a Draft Program EIR (“Draft EIR”) was prepared, incorporating comments
received in response to the NOP (“Exhibit A”); and



WHEREAS, the Draft EIR concluded that the proposed Project would result in
significant and unavoidable impacts individual projects anticipated by the General Plan update
would be required to implement their own environmental review, and

WHEREAS, in accordance with State CEQA Guidelines section 15085, a Notice of
Completion was prepared and filed with the Office of Planning and Research on November 30,
2022; and

WHEREAS, as required by State CEQA Guidelines section 15087(a), the City provided
Notice of Availability of the Draft EIR to the public to the Office of Planning and Research, on
August 15, 2023; and

WHEREAS, during the public comment period, copies of the Draft EIR and technical
appendices were available for review and inspection at City Hall, the City Library, on the City’s
website, and published in the Press Enterprise; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 15087(e), the Draft EIR was
circulated for at least a 45-day public review and comment period from August 15, 2023 to
October 2, 2023; and

WHEREAS, during the public review and comment period, the City consulted with and
requested comments from all responsible and trustee agencies, other regulatory agencies, and
others pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines section 15086; and

WHEREAS, pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21092.5, the City provided
copies of its responses to commenting public agencies at least ten (10) days prior to the City’s
consideration of the Final EIR on October 30, 2023; and

WHEREAS, on October 30, 2023, the City released the Final EIR (“Final EIR”), which
consists of the Draft EIR, all technical appendices prepared in support of the Draft EIR, all
written comment letters received on the Draft EIR, written responses to all written comment
letters received on the Draft EIR, and errata to the Draft EIR and technical appendices; and

WHEREAS, on November 15, 2023, the Planning Commission conducted the public
hearing to consider the Draft EIR for the Project and solicited comments on the document. After
hearing all relevant testimony from staff, the public and the City’s consultant team, the Planning
Commission voted to recommend that the City Council certify the EIR for the Project; and

WHEREAS, the “EIR” consists of the Final EIR and its attachments and appendices, as
well as the Draft EIR and its attachments and appendices (as modified by the Final EIR); and

WHEREAS, all potentially significant adverse environmental impacts were sufficiently
analyzed in the EIR; and

WHEREAS, as contained herein, the City has endeavored in good faith to set forth the
basis for its decision on the Project; and



WHEREAS, all of the requirements of the Public Resources Code and the State CEQA
Guidelines have been satisfied by the City in connection with the preparation of the EIR which is
sufficiently detailed so that all of the potentially significant environmental effects of the Project
have been adequately evaluated; and

WHEREAS, the EIR prepared in connection with the Project sufficiently analyzes the
Project’s potentially significant environmental impacts and the EIR analyzes a range of feasible
alternatives capable of reducing these effects to an even lesser level of significance; and

WHEREAS, the City has made certain findings of fact, as set forth in Exhibit A to this
Resolution, attached hereto and incorporated herein, based upon the oral and written evidence
presented to it as a whole and the entirety of the administrative record for the Project, which are
incorporated herein by this reference; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that environmental impacts that are identified in the EIR as
less than significant and do not require mitigation are described in in the attached exhibit.

WHEREAS, the City finds that there are no environmental impacts that are identified in
the EIR that are less than significant with incorporation of mitigation measures as described in
Section 11l of Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the City finds that even with the incorporation of all feasible mitigation
measures, the environmental impacts that are identified in the EIR that are significant and
unavoidable are described in Section IV of Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the cumulative impacts of the Project identified in the EIR and set forth
herein, are described in Section V of Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the potential significant irreversible environmental changes that would
result from the proposed Project identified in the EIR and set forth herein, are described in
Section V1 of Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, the existence of any growth-inducing impacts resulting from the proposed
Project identified in the EIR and set forth herein, are described in Section VII of Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS alternatives to the proposed Project that might further reduce the already
less than significant environmental impacts are described in Section VIII of Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, because the EIR identified significant and unavoidable impacts, the City
explains its reasoning for recommending the adoption of the Project despite those impacts in the
Statement of Overriding Considerations, as set forth in Section IX of Exhibit A; and

WHEREAS, prior to taking action, the Planning Commission has heard, been presented
with, reviewed and considered all of the information and data in the administrative record,
(including but not limited to the EIR) and all oral and written evidence presented to it during all
meetings and hearings; and



WHEREAS, the Planning Commission recommends the EIR reflects the independent
judgment of the City and is deemed adequate for purposes of making decisions on the merits of
the Project; and

WHEREAS, no comments made in the public hearings conducted by the Planning
Commission and no additional information submitted to the City have produced substantial new
information requiring recirculation of the EIR or additional environmental review of the Project
under Public Resources Code section 21092.1 and State CEQA Guidelines section 15088.5; and

WHEREAS, on November 18, 2023, the Planning Commission conducted a duly noticed
public hearing on this Resolution, at which time all persons wishing to testify were heard and the
Project was fully considered; and Attached Planning Commission Resolution 23-07 (Lawndale
General Plan 2045)

WHEREAS, all other legal prerequisites to the adoption of this Resolution have
occurred.

NOW, THEREFORE, THE PLANNING COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF
LAWNDALE, CALIFORNIA, DOES HEREBY RESOLVE AND RECOMMEND AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1. The above recitals are true and correct and incorporated herein by reference.

SECTION 2. The Planning Commission hereby finds that it has been presented with the
EIR which it has reviewed and considered, and further finds that the EIR is an accurate and
objective statement that has been completed in full compliance with CEQA and the State
CEQA Guidelines. The Planning Commission finds that the EIR reflects the independent
judgment and analysis of the City. The Planning Commission declares that no evidence of
new significant impacts or any new information of “substantial importance” as defined by
State CEQA Guidelines section 15088.5, has been received by the City after circulation of
the Draft EIR that would require recirculation. Therefore, the Planning Commission
recommends the City Council certifies the EIR based on the entirety of the record of
proceedings.

SECTION 3. The Planning Commission recommends the City Council adopt Resolutions
No. CC2312-048 and CC-2312-049 and adopt the “CEQA Findings of Fact” where were
prepared in accordance with State CEQA Guidelines sections 15091 and which are attached
hereto as Attachment C and incorporated herein by this reference.

SECTION 4. The Planning Commission recommends the City Council adopt Resolution
No. 3949 certifying that the EIR is an accurate and objective statement that has been
completed in full compliance with CEQA and the State CEQA Guidelines; reflects the
independent judgment and analysis of the City; declares that no evidence of new significant
impacts or any new information of “substantial importance” as defined by State CEQA
Guidelines section 15088.5, has been received by the City after circulation of the Draft EIR
that would require recirculation. Therefore, certifies the EIR based on the entirety of the
record of proceedings.



SECTION 5. The Planning Commission recommends the City Council adopt Resolution
23-07 approving City of Lawndale General Plan 2045.

SECTION 6. Based upon the entire record before it, including the EIR, Findings of Fact,

and all written and oral evidence presented, the Planning Commission recommends the City
Council approve the proposed Project.

PASSED, APPROVED AND ADOPTED THIS 15" DAY OF NOVEMBER, 2023.

Nik al Price, Chairperson
Lawndale Planning Commission

ATTEST:

State of California )

County of Los Angeles ) SS
City of Lawndale )

I, Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager for the City of Lawndale, California, do
hereby certify that the foregoing Resolution No. 23-08 was duly approved and adopted by the
Planning Commission of the City of Lawndale at a regular meeting of said Commission held on
the 15 day of November 2023 by the following roll call vote:

AYES:
NOES:
ABSENT:
ABSTAIN:

Jared Chavez,
Community Development Manager
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ATTACHMENT C

“CEQA Findings of Fact”

City of Lawndale
Planning Commission Report (General Plan 2045)



EXHIBIT A
CEQA FINDINGS OF FACT

The California Environmental Quality Act (Pub. Resources Code, § 21000 et seq.)
(“CEQA”) requires that public agencies shall not approve or carry out a project for which an
environmental impact report (“EIR”) has been certified that identifies one or more significant
adverse environmental effects of a project unless the public agency makes one or more written
Findings for each of those significant effects, accompanied by a brief explanation of the rationale
for each Finding (State CEQA Guidelines [Cal. Code Regs., tit. 14, 8 15000 et seq.], 8 15091).
This document presents the CEQA Findings of Fact made by the City of Lawndale, in its capacity
as the CEQA lead agency, regarding the Lawndale General Plan (“General Plan”), evaluated in
the Draft Environmental Impact Report (“Draft EIR”) and Final Environmental Impact Report
(“Final EIR”) for the Project.

SECTION |
INTRODUCTION

Public Resources Code section 21002 states that “public agencies should not approve
projects as proposed if there are feasible alternatives or feasible mitigation measures available
which would substantially lessen the significant environmental effects of such projects[.]” Section
21002 further states that the procedures required by CEQA “are intended to assist public agencies
in systematically identifying both the significant effects of proposed projects and the feasible
alternatives or feasible mitigation measures which will avoid or substantially lessen such
significant effects.”

Pursuant to section 21081 of the Public Resources Code, a public agency may only approve
or carry out a project for which an EIR has been completed that identifies any significant
environmental effects if the agency makes one or more of the following written finding(s) for each
of those significant effects accompanied by a brief explanation of the rationale for each finding:

1. Changes or alterations have been required in, or incorporated into, the project which
mitigate or avoid the significant effects on the environment.

2. Those changes or alterations are within the responsibility and jurisdiction of another
public agency and have been, or can and should be, adopted by that other agency.

3. Specific economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations, including
considerations for the provision of employment opportunities for highly trained
workers, make infeasible the mitigation measures or alternatives identified in the
environmental impact report.

As indicated above, section 21002 requires an agency to “avoid or substantially lessen”
significant adverse environmental impacts. Thus, mitigation measures that “substantially lessen”
significant environmental impacts, even if not completely avoided, satisfy section 21002’s
mandate. (Laurel Hills Homeowners Assn. v. City Council (1978) 83 Cal.App.3d 515, 521 [“CEQA
does not mandate the choice of the environmentally best feasible project if through the imposition
of feasible mitigation measures alone the appropriate public agency has reduced environmental
damage from a project to an acceptable level”]; Las Virgenes Homeowners Fed., Inc. v. County of
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Los Angeles (1986) 177 Cal. App. 3d 300, 309 [“[t]here is no requirement that adverse impacts of
a project be avoided completely or reduced to a level of insignificance . . . if such would render
the project unfeasible™].)

While CEQA requires that lead agencies adopt feasible mitigation measures or alternatives
to substantially lessen or avoid significant environmental impacts, an agency need not adopt
infeasible mitigation measures or alternatives. (Pub. Resources Code, § 21002.1(c) [if “economic,
social, or other conditions make it infeasible to mitigate one or more significant effects on the
environment of a project, the project may nonetheless be carried out or approved at the discretion
of a public agency”]; see also State CEQA Guidelines, § 15126.6(a) [an “EIR is not required to
consider alternatives which are infeasible”].) CEQA defines “feasible” to mean “capable of being
accomplished in a successful manner within a reasonable period of time, taking into account
economic, environmental, social, and technological factors.” (Pub. Resources Code, § 21061.1.)
The State CEQA Guidelines add “legal” considerations as another indicia of feasibility. (State
CEQA Guidelines, § 15364.) Project objectives also inform the determination of “feasibility.”
(Jones v. U.C. Regents (2010) 183 Cal. App. 4th 818, 828-829.) “‘[F]easibility’ under CEQA
encompasses ‘desirability’ to the extent that desirability is based on a reasonable balancing of the
relevant economic, environmental, social, and technological factors.” (City of Del Mar v. City of
San Diego (1982) 133 Cal.App.3d 401, 417; see also Sequoyah Hills Homeowners Assn. v. City of
Oakland (1993) 23 Cal.App.4th 704, 715.) “Broader considerations of policy thus come into play
when the decision making body is considering actual feasibility[.]” (Cal. Native Plant Soc’y v.
City of Santa Cruz (2009) 177 Cal.App.4th 957, 1000 (“Native Plant”); see also Pub. Resources
Code, § 21081(a)(3) [“economic, legal, social, technological, or other considerations” may justify
rejecting mitigation and alternatives as infeasible] (emphasis added).)

Environmental impacts that are less than significant do not require the imposition of
mitigation measures. (Leonoff v. Monterey County Board of Supervisors (1990) 222 Cal.App.3d
1337, 1347.)

The California Supreme Court has stated, “[t]he wisdom of approving . . . any development
project, a delicate task which requires a balancing of interests, is necessarily left to the sound
discretion of the local officials and their constituents who are responsible for such decisions. The
law as we interpret and apply it simply requires that those decisions be informed, and therefore
balanced.” (Citizens of Goleta Valley v. Board of Supervisors (1990) 52 Cal.3d 553, 576.) In
addition, perfection in a project or a project’s environmental alternatives is not required; rather,
the requirement is that sufficient information be produced “to permit a reasonable choice of
alternatives so far as environmental aspects are concerned.” Outside agencies (including courts)
are not to “impose unreasonable extremes or to interject [themselves] within the area of discretion
as to the choice of the action to be taken.” (Residents Ad Hoc Stadium Com. v. Board of Trustees
(1979) 89 Cal.App.3d 274, 287.)
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SECTION 1
FINDINGS REGARDING ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACTS NOT REQUIRING MITIGATION

The City Council hereby finds that the following potential environmental impacts of the
General Plan are less than significant and therefore do not require the imposition of Mitigation

Measures.
A. AESTHETICS
1. Scenic Vistas

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact AES-1, pages 5.1-7 through 5.1-
9)

Scenic views within the Planning Area include long-range views of the
Palos Verdes Hills, Santa Monica Mountains, and San Gabriel Mountains.
Implementation of the Project would result in new development and
intensification of existing urban uses along major corridors, including
Hawthorne Boulevard. While the Project does not include any specific
development proposals, the Project could facilitate future development
projects at higher densities and intensities than currently exist. The City’s
Zoning Code would regulate development within the City, including
building heights, setbacks, massing, and design and architectural
regulations.

Pursuant to Lawndale Municipal Code Chapter 17.30, future residential
development projects would be reviewed for conformance with the City’s
established design criteria. Each future development project would be
subject to the City’s development standards, site plan and/or design review
process to ensure conformance with the General Plan Update and the City’s
established development standards. Future development within the Sphere
of Influence (SOI) that is under the County’s land use control would be
subject to the County’s entitlement requirements, regulations, and review
processes.

The General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions are intended to ensure
that new development and intensification of existing urban uses within the
Planning Area would not result in substantial adverse effects on a scenic
vista. Proposed Land Use Element Policy LU-3.1 requires that the
compatibility of new development with surrounding uses and the ability of
new development to enhance the character of the surrounding area be
considered during the development review process. Policy LU-3.3 requires
land use compatibility through adherence to the policies, standards, and
regulations in the Municipal Code, Zoning Code, and other regulations or
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administrative procedures that manage the form and relationship of projects
and uses. Policy LU-3.3 requires that the scale and massing of new
development provide appropriate transitions in building height and bulk that
are sensitive to the physical and visual character of adjacent lower density
neighborhoods. Policy LU-4.2 directs the development and enforcement of
development standards and objective design guidelines that provide clear
direction for achieving quality community design in new development and
redevelopment projects consistent with the City’s desired aesthetic. Policy
LU-4.3 requires that new development use site planning techniques (e.g.,
the placement of proposed structures, building materials, landscaping,
access ways) that consider the physical characteristics of its site and
surrounding land uses. Action LU-3a directs the City to prepare and adopt
Objective Design Standards applicable to all new multi-family residential
and mixed-use development. Action LU-3b ensures all projects are
reviewed and processed per CEQA Guidelines. Action LU-4e implements
the City’s existing development standards, or where not in place, creates
new standards (either through an update to the Zoning Code or update to
the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan or other regulating tool) to regulate
new construction and revisions to existing buildings. In particular, new
development standards would be created for higher density stand-alone
residential projects and mixed-use projects to ensure that quality infill
developments can be created within the areas identified for focused growth.

Although the potential for new residential development at higher densities
could occur within the Planning Area, scenic vistas and resources do not
readily occur within the Planning Area and long-range views are limited
due to the existing topography and urbanized nature of the area. Thus, the
Project would not have a substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista and
impacts would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-3.1: Surrounding Uses. Consider as part of the development review process
the compatibility of new development with surrounding uses and the ability of new
development to enhance the character of the surrounding area.

Policy LU-3.3: Code Compliance. Require land use compatibility through adherence to
the policies, standards, and regulations in the Municipal Code, Zoning Code, and other
regulations or administrative procedures that manage the form and relationship of projects
and uses.

Policy LU-3.5: Scale and Massing. Require that the scale and massing of new
development provide appropriate transitions in building height and bulk that are sensitive
to the physical and visual character of adjacent lower density neighborhoods.
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Action LU-3a: Prepare and adopt Objective Design Standards applicable to all new multi-
family residential and mixed-use development.

Action LU-3b: Ensure all projects are reviewed and processed per the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

Policy LU-4.2: Standards and Guidelines. Develop and enforce development standards
and objective design guidelines that provide clear direction for achieving quality
community design in new development and redevelopment projects consistent with the
City’s desired aesthetic.

Policy LU-4.3: Site Planning. Require that new development use site planning techniques
(e.g., the placement of proposed structures, building materials, landscaping, access ways)
that consider the physical characteristics of its site and surrounding land uses, maximize
access to sunlight and natural airflow between buildings, and optimize energy efficiency.

Action LU-4e: Continue to implement the City’s existing development standards, or create
new standards, if appropriate, to regulate new construction and revisions to existing
buildings. New development standards shall be created for higher density stand-alone
residential projects and mixed-use projects to promote quality infill development

2. Scenic Resources

Threshold: ~ Would the project substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not
limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state
scenic highway?

Finding: No Impact. (Draft EIR, Impact AES-2, page 5.1-9)

Explanation: There are no Eligible or Designated State Scenic Highways within the
Planning Area. The nearest officially designated State Scenic Highway is a
portion of State Highway 2, located approximately 25 miles northeast of the
Project site. Due to this distance, the Planning Area is not within the
viewshed of this State Scenic Highway. The nearest eligible State Scenic
Highway is a portion of State Highway 1, located approximately nine miles
northwest of the Planning Area. Due to the distance and relatively flat
intervening topography, the Planning Area is not within the viewshed of
State Highway 1. As there are no officially designated or eligible scenic
highways located within the viewshed of the Planning Area,
implementation of the General Plan Update would not substantially damage
scenic resources within a State scenic highway. No impact would occur in
this regard.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no relevant
proposed General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions.
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3.

Visual Character

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

In non-urbanized areas, would the project substantially degrade the existing
visual character or quality of public views of the site and its surroundings?
(Public views are those that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area, would the project
conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic
quality?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact AES-3, pages 5.1-9 through 5.1-
13)

Public Resources Code Section 21071 defines an “Urbanized area” as an
incorporated city that meets either of the following criteria: has a population
of at least 100,000 persons; or has a population of less than 100,000 persons
if the population of that city and not more than two contiguous incorporated
cities combined equals at least 100,000 persons. According to the California
Department of Finance, the City has a current (2023) population of 30,882.
The adjacent City of Torrance has a population of 143,057. Combined, the
cities have a population of 173,939, which exceeds 100,000 persons; thus,
the City qualifies as being within an “Urbanized Area.” Therefore, a
significant impact would occur if a future development project associated
with implementation of the Project conflicts with applicable zoning and
other regulations governing scenic quality.

All construction activities related to the General Plan Update would be
temporary in nature and all construction equipment would ultimately be
removed from individual project sites following completion of construction
activities. Therefore, changes to local visual character and quality
associated with construction of future development would be temporary,
and impacts would be less than significant.

The General Plan Update would support additional development beyond
existing conditions. In general, the General Plan Update Land Use Element
proposes an increase in building density and intensity areas along major
corridors, including Hawthorne Boulevard, in accordance with State and
regional housing and climate change goals. The General Plan Update
incorporates consistent and compatible development intensities that would
maintain and enhance the overall visual character/quality of the Planning
Area. Specifically, the Land Use Element includes policies and actions,
maps, and diagrams to control and direct the general distribution, location,
and extent of land uses within the Planning Area. For example, Policy LU-
1.1 requires the provision of an appropriate land use plan that promotes
efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and
public health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development
and multiple transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas
emissions, and the expenditure of energy and other resources; and ensures
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compatibility between uses consistent with the land use designations
identified in the Land Use Element and Land Use Map. Policy LU-4.2
directs the City to develop and enforce development standards and objective
design guidelines that provide clear direction for achieving quality
community design in new development and redevelopment projects
consistent with the City’s desired aesthetic. Action LU-1a directs the City
to create consistency between the City’s Zoning Code and Zoning Map as
appropriate to ensure consistency with the Land Use Element and
designations shown on the Land Use Map. Action LU-1b ensures the City
updates the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan as appropriate to ensure
consistency with the Land Use Element, designations shown on the Land
Use Map, and the City’s adopted 2021-2029 Housing Element. Action LU-
1c directs the City to review the Zoning Code and update as appropriate to
reflect Land Use goals, policies, and implementation actions included in the
General Plan Update. Action LU-4e directs the implementation the City’s
existing development standards, or where not in place, creates new
standards to regulate new construction and revisions to existing buildings.
Guiding future growth and development based on the General Plan Update
would ensure future development complements and protects the quality of
the existing environment.

All future development would also be subject to conformance with
applicable requirements in the Lawndale Municipal Code. The City’s
Zoning Code (Title 17) would regulate maximum building height, building
setbacks, parking and garage/carport placement, landscaping and screening
requirements, and other development characteristics in place in each zoning
district to protect the City’s long-term visual character. Pursuant to Chapter
17.30, future residential development projects would be subject to project-
specific design review to ensure compatibility with the site surrounding
area, and consistency with design standards and guidelines. Future
development within the SOI that is under the County’s land use control
would be subject to the County’s entitlement requirements, regulations, and
review processes. Additionally, applicable future land use and development
review applications would undergo environmental review on a project-by-
project basis prior to consideration by the decision-making authority. If
necessary, mitigation would be recommended to reduce potential impacts
to a less than significant level.

The implementation of policies and actions contained in the General Plan
Update and compliance with the Lawndale Municipal Code would ensure
that new development in the Planning Area would be designed to enhance
the visual quality of the area and be visually compatible with existing
development and open space resources. Therefore, implementation of the
General Plan Update would not substantially degrade the existing visual
character or quality of public views or conflict with applicable zoning and
other regulations governing scenic quality. Impacts would be less than
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significant in this regard.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Action LU-1a: Create consistency between the City’s Zoning Code and Zoning Map and
General Plan.

Action LU-1b: Update the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan as appropriate to ensure
consistency with this Land Use Element, designations shown on Figure LU-1, and the
City’s adopted 2021-2029 Housing Element.

Action LU-1c: Review the Zoning Code and update as appropriate to reflect Land Use
goals, policies, and implementation actions included in this Plan.

Action LU-1d: As part of development review process, ensure that residential and non-
residential developments fall within the minimum and maximum density requirements
and/or allowed floor-area-ratios stipulated on the Land Use Map and included within the
Land Use Descriptions. Projects shall also be reviewed for consistency with the
development standards and density requirements established by any applicable Specific
Plan governing the area in question.

Policy LU-3.3: Code Compliance. Require land use compatibility through adherence to
the policies, standards, and regulations in the Municipal Code, Zoning Code, and other
regulations or administrative procedures that manage the form and relationship of projects
and uses.

Policy LU-3.9: Interagency Cooperation. Establish and maintain an ongoing liaison with
Caltrans, LA Metro, utility companies, adjacent cities, and other major government and
private agencies to help minimize the traffic, noise, and visual impacts of their facilities
and operations.

Policy LU-4.2: Standards and Guidelines. Develop and enforce development standards
and objective design guidelines that provide clear direction for achieving quality
community design in new development and redevelopment projects consistent with the
City’s desired aesthetic.

Policy LU-4.3: Site Planning. Require that new development use site planning techniques
(e.g., the placement of proposed structures, building materials, landscaping, access ways)
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that consider the physical characteristics of its site and surrounding land uses, maximize
access to sunlight and natural airflow between buildings, and optimize energy efficiency.

Action LU-4e: Continue to implement the City’s existing development standards, or create
new standards if appropriate, to regulate new construction and revisions to existing
buildings. New standards shall be created for higher density stand-alone residential projects
and mixed-use projects to promote quality infill developments.

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Light and Glare

Would the project create a new source of substantial light or glare which
would adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact AES-4, pages 5.1-13 through 5.1-
14)

Future development accommodated through implementation of the General
Plan Update could introduce new sources of light or glare with the potential
to adversely affect day or nighttime views. Light and glare impacts could
result from new light sources such as street lighting, interior and exterior
building lighting (including for safety purposes), vehicle headlights,
illuminated signage, and new glare sources such as reflective building
materials, roofing materials, and windows. All lighting installed in future
development projects as a result of the implementation of the General Plan
Update would be subject to conformance with applicable Zoning Code
requirements and guided by the General Plan Update Land Use Element,
which includes policies and actions to reduce potential light and glare
impacts. Land Use Element Policy LU-3.7 requires new uses to provide
buffers between existing uses where potential adverse impacts could occur,
such as decorative walls, setbacks and landscaping, restricted vehicular
access, parking enclosures, and lighting control. Action LU-3c directs the
City to evaluate development proposals for land use and transportation
network compatibility with existing surrounding or abutting development
and neighborhoods. Action LU-3d requires that the City review the Zoning
Code, and amend it if necessary to create standards addressing appropriate
treatments to buffer nonresidential uses from residential and other sensitive
uses. Action LU-3e requires as part of the development review process, the
analysis of land use compatibility to require adequate buffers and/or
architectural enhancements that protect sensitive receptors from intrusion
of development activities that may cause unwanted nuisances and health
risks. In addition, pursuant to Section 17.72.071, Improvement of Parking
Areas, projects abutting a residential zone or residential project must direct
lighting to illuminate parking areas away from adjoining residential
premises and adequately shield headlight glare. Therefore, implementation
of the General Plan Update would not result in adverse light and glare
impacts. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard.



Findings
Page 10 of 264

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-3.7: Development Buffers. Require new uses to provide buffers between
existing uses where potential adverse impacts could occur, such as decorative walls,
setbacks and landscaping, restricted vehicular access, parking enclosures, and lighting
control.

Action LU-3c: Through the development review process, evaluate development proposals
for land use and transportation network compatibility with existing surrounding or abutting
development and neighborhoods.

Action LU-3d: Review the Zoning Code, and amend it if necessary, to create standards
addressing appropriate treatments to buffer nonresidential uses from residential and other
sensitive uses.

Action LU-3e: Analyze land use compatibility through the development review process to
require adequate buffers and/or architectural enhancements that protect sensitive receptors
from intrusion of development activities that may cause unwanted nuisances and health
risks.

B. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

1. Farmland Conversion

Threshold:  Would the project convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared
pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the
California Resources Agency, to non-agricultural use?

Finding: No Impact. (Draft EIR, Impact AG-1, page 5.2-6)

Explanation: The Planning Area is located within an urbanized area and is generally
developed with a mix of residential and non-residential uses. The Farmland
Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP) classifies the Planning Area as
Urban and Built-Up Land. The Planning Area does not contain any Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance
pursuant to the FMMP. Additionally, there are no existing lands within the
Planning Area that are designated for agricultural use on the existing or
proposed Lawndale Land Use Map. Therefore, the Project would not
convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance to a non-agricultural use. No impact would occur in this regard.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no relevant
proposed General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions.
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2.

Williamson Act Lands

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract?

No Impact. (Draft EIR, Impact AG-2, pages 5.2-6 through 5.2-7)

Although the General Plan Update does not include any zone changes at
this time, a future zoning update is anticipated to bring zoning into
compliance with the General Plan Update. However, since the City does not
have any zoning districts exclusive to agriculture uses, the General Plan
Update, and subsequent zoning code update, would not conflict with
existing zoning for agricultural use.

The Planning Area is located within an urbanized area and is generally
developed with a mix of residential and non-residential uses. The Planning
Area does not contain land under agricultural production, nor are any
parcels within the Planning Area under a Williamson Act contract.
Therefore, the Project would not conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use or conflict with a Williamson Act contact. No impact would
occur in this regard.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no relevant

proposed General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions.

Other Changes

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project involve other changes in the existing environment which,
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to
non-agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

No Impact. (Draft EIR, Impact AG-3, page 5.2-7)

There are no forest lands within the Planning Area, nor are there suitable
environmental conditions for forest land to be developed; therefore,
implementation of the proposed Project will not result in the conversion of
forest land to non-forest use.

The Planning Area is located within an urbanized area and is generally
developed with a mix of residential and non-residential uses. The Planning
Area does not contain any Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance pursuant to the FMMP; there are no existing lands
within the Planning Area that are designated for agricultural use on the
existing or proposed Lawndale Land Use Map; and the Planning Area does
not contain land under agricultural production. Thus, the General Plan
Update would not result in conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use
or conversion of forest land to non-forest use. No impact would occur in
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this regard.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no relevant

proposed General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions.

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Forestland Zoning and Loss of Forest Land

Would the project conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of,
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code section 12220(g)),
timberland (as defined by Public Resources Code section 4526), or
timberland zoned Timberland Production (as defined by Government Code
section 51104(g), or result in the loss of forest land or conversion of forest
land to non-forest use?

No Impact. (Draft EIR, page 5.2-6)

There are no forest lands or timber lands located within the Planning Area.
There are also no parcels that are currently zoned as forest land, timber, or
timber production. Therefore, implementation of the proposed General Plan
Update would have no impact on forest land, timber, or timber production.

C. AIR QUALITY

1. Air Quality Plans

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable
air quality plan?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact AQ-1, pages 5.3-26 through 5.3-
35)

The Southern California Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD) has
adopted a series of Air Quality Management Plans (AQMPs) to lead the Air
Basin into compliance with several criteria air pollutant standards and other
Federal requirements, while taking into account construction and
operational emissions associated with population and economic growth
projections provided by the Southern California Association of
Government’s (SCAG’s) 2020 RTP/SCS. CEQA requires that general plans
be evaluated for consistency with the AQMP. Indicators of consistency
include control strategies and growth projections.

Construction Emissions

Future development of individual projects under the General Plan Update
would be required to comply with CARB’s requirements to minimize short-
term emissions from on-road and off-road diesel equipment, including the
ATCM to limit heavy-duty diesel motor vehicle idling to no more than five
minutes at any given time, and with SCAQMD’s regulations such as Rule



Findings
Page 13 of 264

403 for controlling fugitive dust and Rule 1113 for controlling VOC
emissions from architectural coatings. Furthermore, as applicable to the
type of growth, individual projects under the proposed General Plan Update
would comply with fleet rules to reduce on-road truck emissions (i.e., 13
CCR, Section 2025 (CARB Truck and Bus regulation)). Compliance with
these measures and requirements would be consistent with and meet or
exceed the AQMP requirements for control strategies intended to reduce
emissions from construction equipment and activities. Therefore, the
construction anticipated by the proposed would be consistent with the
AQMP under the control strategies indicator.

Implementation of the General Plan Update would result in an increase in
short-term employment compared to existing conditions. However, these
jobs would be temporary in nature. Therefore, the construction jobs
generated by future development accommodated by the General Plan
Update would not conflict with the long-term employment or population
projections upon which the AQMPs are based.

Operational Emissions

Future development under the General Plan Update would be required to
comply with CARB motor vehicle standards, SCAQMD regulations for
stationary sources and architectural coatings, Title 24 energy efficiency
standards, and, to the extent applicable, the 2020 RTP/SCS.

Additionally, the location, design, and land uses of the growth anticipated
by the General Plan Update would implement land use and transportation
strategies related to reducing vehicle trips for residents and employees of
the City by increasing commercial and residential density near public
transit. The land uses allowed under the proposed General Plan provide
opportunities for cohesive new growth at infill locations primarily within
the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area. The availability of public
transportation and the focus on increasing density relative to the existing
public transportation, enables implementation of the General Plan Update
to potentially reduce vehicle trips, VMT, and associated transportation-
related emissions per capita, compared to the existing conditions. Therefore,
the proposed Project would be consistent with the AQMP under the control
strategies indicator.

Future development in the City of Lawndale that is consistent with the
General Plan Update could increase vehicle trips and VMT that would result
in emissions of ozone precursors and particulate matter. Individual projects
under the General Plan Update would be required to undergo subsequent
environmental review pursuant to CEQA, and would be required to
demonstrate compliance with the AQMP. Individual projects would also be
required to demonstrate compliance with SCAQMD rules and regulations
governing air quality
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The City of San Lawndale continues to coordinate with SCAQMD and
SCAG to ensure Citywide growth projections, land use planning efforts,
and local development patterns are accounted for in the regional planning
and air quality planning processes. Additionally, the General Plan Update
includes policies and actions to further minimize potential impacts to air
quality in support of the AQMP. The proposed Resource Management
Element includes Goal RM-4 of the General Plan Update Resources
Management Element addresses potential air quality impacts by improving
air quality in Lawndale and the region through reductions in air pollutants
and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Also, Policy LU-1.1 of the General
Plan Update Land Use Element promotes a land use pattern that would
reduce pollution and air quality impacts. Therefore, the operation of the
proposed General Plan Update would not conflict with or obstruct the
implementation of the applicable air quality plan and impacts would be less
than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Policy LU-1.2: Balance Jobs and Housing. Balance levels of employment and housing
within the community to provide more opportunities for Lawndale residents to work
locally, reduce commute times, and improve air quality.

Policy LU-1.4: Commercial Corridors. Encourage development of well-maintained,
functional, and appropriate commercial, retail, and employment opportunities in stand-
alone and mixed-use formats, particularly along Hawthorne Boulevard, major arterials, and
at major intersections where there is maximum visibility and access.

Policy LU-1.6: Uses to Meet Daily Needs. Encourage uses that meet daily needs, such as
grocery stores, local-serving restaurants, and other businesses and activities, within
walking distance of residences to reduce the frequency and length of vehicle trips.

Action LU-3b: Ensure all projects are reviewed and processed per the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.
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MOBILITY ELEMENT

Policy M-3.1: Complete Streets for Roadway Projects. Apply Complete Streets
principles to all transportation improvements projects (e.g. safety, intelligent transportation
systems, roads and intersections widening, transit facilities).

Policy M-3.2: Multimodal Connectivity. Link activity centers, employment centers,
public facilities, and schools to transit and active transportation facilities, wherever
feasible.

Action M-3a When planning roadway facilities, incorporate the concept of complete
streets. Complete streets include design elements for all modes that use streets, including
autos, transit, pedestrians, and bicycles. Complete streets shall be developed in a context-
sensitive manner. For example, it may be more appropriate to provide a Class | bike path
instead of bike lanes along a major arterial.

Policy M-5.3: Transit Facilities. Require new developments to construct, when
appropriate, transit facilities, including bus turn-outs, lighted bus shelters, and route
information signage.

Action M-5a Continue on-going coordination with transit authorities toward the
expansion of transit facilities.

Policy M-6.1: Bicycle Master Plan. Implement the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan within
City limits to provide active transportation facilities that can serve as an alternative to
automobiles, including the Plan’s facility recommendations as shown in Figure M-2.

Policy M-6.2: Local Travel Network. Coordinate with the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments to promote local micromobility modes by implementing the Local Travel
Network plan and supporting efforts to integrate the network with adjacent cities, as shown
in Figure M-3.

Policy M-6.3: Hawthorne Boulevard Sidewalks. Allow for modified sidewalk standards
and encourage enhanced pedestrian amenities along Hawthorne Boulevard to reflect the
corridors unique character and land use vision.

Policy M-6.4: Sidewalk and Bikeway Gaps. Create a connected and complete active
transportation network by identifying and eliminating gaps in sidewalks and bikeways.

Policy M-6.5: Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities at New Developments. Require new
residential and non-residential developments in the City to provide safe and attractive
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, such as secure bicycle parking, pedestrian-scale lighting,
street furniture, landscaping, and other improvements.

Policy M-6.6: Effects of New Technologies on Active Transportation. Monitor the
development of mobility new technologies and the potential effects on designing a
transportation network that accommodates all modes and users.
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Action M-6a: As part of development review and specific plans, review any existing gaps
in active transportation infrastructure that inhibit mobility.

Action M-6b: Implement of the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan when roadways are being
rehabilitated or resurfaces, as funding allows.

Action M-6c¢: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code, as necessary, to consider
bicycle and pedestrian access as part of the site plan review for new development projects.

Policy M-9.2: Transportation Demand Management. Require transportation demand
management (TDM) strategies as mitigation measures for new projects that exceed the
City's thresholds Vehicle Miles Traveled impact thresholds.

Action M-9b Require developments that are approved based on TDM plans to incorporate
monitoring and enforcement of TDM targets as part of those plans.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Goal RM-4: Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Improved air quality in
Lawndale and the region through reductions in air pollutants and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions.

Policy RM-4.1: Regional Cooperation. Support regional efforts, including those
organized through the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), the
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), the South Bay Cities Council
of Governments (SBCCOG), and the California Air Resource Board (CARB) to implement
the regional Air Quality Management Plan.

Policy RM-4.2: Measurement and Enforcement. Coordinate with the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
to support their ability to properly measure air quality at emission sources and enforce the
standards of the Clean Air Act.

Policy RM-4.3: GHG Emissions. Align the City’s local GHG reduction targets with the
statewide GHG reduction targets of Assembly Bill 32, and align the City’s GHG reduction
goal with the statewide GHG reduction goal of Executive Order S-03-05.

Policy RM-4.4: Transportation Options. Promote alternative modes of transportation to
reduce vehicular emissions and improve air quality. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.5: Walkability. Encourage pedestrian-scale development and pedestrian-
friendly design features to reduce vehicle emissions. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.6: Land Use Planning. Encourage and incentivize higher density and mixed-
use development opportunities within designated areas of the City to lessen the impacts of
traffic congestion on local air quality. (See Land Use Element)

Policy RM-4.7: Sensitive Receptors. Insulate sensitive receptors from areas of heightened
air quality pollution by utilizing land use planning to buffer and protect residential areas.
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Policy RM-4.8: Mitigation. Require the implementation of relevant mitigation measures
for all future development upon identification of potential air quality impacts.

Policy RM-4.9: GHG Reduction. Consider and adopt new local policies and programs
that will help to provide energy efficient alternatives to fossil fuel use and reduce
consumption in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the local
measures identified in the City of Lawndale Climate Action Plan.

Policy RM-4.10: Mitigation. Public Engagement. Promote regional air quality programs
in order to inform the public on regional air quality concerns and encourage the
engagement of all residents in future planning decisions related to air quality.

Action RM-4a: Implement the local GHG reduction measures identified in the City of
Lawndale Climate Action Plan (CAP), participate in future updates of the SBCCOG
Climate Action Plan, and perform on-going monitoring and reporting of GHG reduction
impacts. Develop a Climate Action Team to support and guide the City’s efforts to
conserve energy and reduce emissions. Work with the SBCCOG and/or other local,
Regional, State, and Federal agencies or utility to obtain funding necessary to implement,
monitor, and report the CAP measures.

Action RM-4b: As applicable, review new industrial and commercial development
projects during the CEQA process for potential air quality impacts to residences and other
sensitive receptors. Ensure that mitigation measures and best management practices are
implemented to reduce significant emissions of criteria pollutants.

Action RM-4c: Review development, infrastructure, and planning projects for consistency
with SCAQMD requirements during the CEQA review process. Require project applicants
to prepare air quality analyses to address SCAQMD and General Plan requirements, as
appropriate, which include analysis and identification of:

1. Air pollutant emissions associated with the project during construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

2. Potential exposure of sensitive receptors to toxic air contaminants.

3. Significant air quality impacts associated with the project for construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

4. Mitigation measures to reduce significant impacts to less than significant or the
maximum extent feasible where impacts cannot be mitigated to less than
significant.

Action RM-4d: Work with the South Coast Air Quality Management District, Southern
California Association of Governments, the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, and
the California Air Resource Board to implement programs aimed at improving regional air
quality.
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Action RM-4e: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24
standards as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the Lawndale Municipal
Code.

Action RM-4f: Provide the necessary facilities and infrastructure to facilitate the use of
low or zero-emission vehicles such as electric vehicle charging facilities at key City
facilities as operations necessitate and/or as funding becomes available.

Action RM-4g: Evaluate and consider multi-modal transportation benefits to all City
employees, such as free or low-cost monthly public transportation (bus) passes. Encourage
employer participation in similar programs. Encourage new transit/shuttle services and use.

Action RM-4h: Establish programs that encourage community car-sharing and carpooling.

Action RM-4i: Support the establishment and expansion of a regional network of electric
vehicle charging stations and encourage the expanded use of electric vehicles.

Action RM-4j: Encourage multi-family residential and non-residential development to
increase the use of higher-albedo materials for surfaces including roofs, parking areas,
driveways, roads, and sidewalks. Encourage developments with parking lot areas to shade
these areas with vegetation or solar panels when appropriate. Support various programs to
plant and maintain trees, which can also contribute to a reduction of urban heat islands.

Action RM-4k: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD construction emission thresholds. Where emissions from individual
projects exceed SCAQMD thresholds, the following actions should be incorporated as
necessary to minimize impacts. These measures do not exclude the use of other, equally
effective mitigation measures as determined by a project specific Air Quality Assessment.

. Require all off-road diesel equipment greater than 50 horsepower (hp) used for this
Project to meet EPA Tier 4 final off-road emission standards or equivalent. Such
equipment shall be outfitted with Best Available Control Technology (BACT)
devices including a California Air Resources Board Certified Level 3 Diesel
Particulate Filter (DPF) or equivalent. The DPF reduces diesel particulate matter
and NOx emissions during construction activities.

. Require a minimum of 50 percent of construction debris be diverted for recycling.
o Require building materials to contain a minimum 10 percent recycled content.
o Require materials such as paints, primers, sealants, coatings, and glues to have a

low volatile organic compound concentration compared to conventional products.
If low VOC materials are not available, architectural coating phasing should be
extended sufficiently to reduce the daily emissions of VOCs.
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Action RM-4l: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD’s operational emission thresholds. For projects where operational
emissions exceed regulatory thresholds, the following measures may be used to reduce
impacts. Note the following measures are not all inclusive and developers have the option
to add or substitute measures that are equally or more appropriate for the scope of the

project.

o Develop a project specific TDM program for residents and/or employees that
provides opportunities for carpool/vanpools.

o Provide onsite solar/renewable energy in excess of regulatory requirements.

o Require that owners/tenants of non-residential or multi-family residential

developments use architectural coatings that are 10 grams per liter or less when
repainting/repairing properties.

o Require drip irrigation and irrigation sensor units that prevent watering during rain
storms.
o Ensure all parking areas are wired for capability of future EV charging and include

EV charging stations that exceed regulatory requirements.

Goal RM-5: Energy Resources. A community that safely manages its energy resources.

Policy RM-5.1: Compliance with State Legislation. Comply with all State requirements
regarding the generation of power and encourage energy providers to investigate the use
or expansion of renewable sources of energy.

Policy RM-5.2: Green Building Standards Code. Ensure that new construction and
major redevelopment complies with the most current version of the California Green
Building Standards Code.

Policy RM-5.3: Renewable Energy. Promote the development and use of renewable
energy resources to reduce dependency on fossil fuels.

Policy RM-5.4: Energy-Efficient Materials. Promote the use of energy-efficient
materials, equipment, and design in public and private facilities and infrastructure.

Policy RM-5.5: Energy Conservation. Promote energy conservation and recycling by the
public and private sectors.

Policy RM-5.6: Energy Needs. Collaborate with local service providers in determining
and meeting the needs of the community for energy in clean, modern, and cost-effective
ways.

Policy RM-5.7: Business Community. Support the decisions of the Lawndale business
community as they select and implement the most appropriate, financially feasible, and
responsible energy source for their individual operations.
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Policy RM-5.8: Public Education. Promote public education programs that advocate for
reducing energy consumption, and promote renewable sources of energy.

Policy RM-5.9: Promote Energy Conservation in Existing Building Stock. Promote
energy conservation by residents and businesses in existing structures, in close
coordination with other agencies and local energy providers.

Action RM-5a: Implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the
following actions:

a. Promote energy efficient buildings and site design for all new public buildings
during the site development permit process; and

b. Install energy saving devices in new public buildings and retrofit existing public
buildings.

Action RM-5b: During the development review process, encourage innovative building
design, layout, and orientation techniques to minimize energy use by taking advantage of
sun/shade patterns, prevailing winds, landscaping and building materials that control
energy usage, and solar design.

Action RM-5c: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 standards
as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the General Plan and the
Municipal Code.

Action RM-5d: Promote the CEC Building Energy Benchmarking Program (AB 802) on
the City’s website to help benchmark and monitor energy use for participating businesses
seeking to increase energy efficiency and realize cost savings.

Action RM-5e: Identify and reduce government constraints to installation of renewable
energy infrastructure and electric vehicle charging stations, as feasible, through incentives
such as, streamlined permitting, and expedited inspection times.

Action RM-5f: Consider participation ina Community Choice Aggregation program, such
as Clean Power Alliance, to help meet the City’s energy objectives.

Action RM-5g: Use the City’s website to promote existing incentivized programs such as
Energy Upgrade California, financing programs such as Properly Assessed Clean Energy
(PACE), and energy audits through State programs.

Action RM-5h: Partner with SBCCOG and relevant utilities on outreach events and to
obtain educational content and promote on the City’s website.

2. Other Adverse Emissions

Threshold: ~ Would the project result in other emissions (such as those leading to odors)
adversely affecting a substantial number of people?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact AQ-4, pages 5.3-42 through 5.3-
43)

According to the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook, construction
equipment is not a typical source of odors. Odors from the combustion of
diesel fuel would be minimized by complying with the CARB ATCM that
limits diesel-fueled commercial vehicle idling to five minutes at any given
location, which was adopted in 2004. Future development accommodated
by the General Plan Update would also comply with SCAQMD Rule 402
(Nuisance), which prohibits the emissions of nuisance air contaminants or
odorous compounds. Through adherence with mandatory compliance with
SCAQMD Rules and State measures, construction activities and materials
would not create objectionable odors. Construction of future development
would not be expected to generate nuisance odors at nearby air quality
sensitive receptors. Therefore, impacts with respect to odors would be less
than significant.

According to the SCAQMD’s CEQA Air Quality Handbook, land uses
associated with odor complaints typically include agricultural uses,
wastewater treatment plants, food processing plants, chemical plants,
composting, refineries, landfills, dairies, and fiberglass molding. Potential
operational airborne odors could be created by commercial and industrial
uses developed under the General Plan Update. However, compliance with
the City’s Municipal Code, including Section 6.24.040 which prohibits
animal premises from being a source of offensive odors, and SCAQMD’s
Rule 402 (Nuisance), which prohibits the emissions of nuisance air
contaminants or odorous compounds would reduce potential impacts. The
other potential source of odors would be new waste receptacles within the
Planning Area. The receptacles would be stored in areas and in containers,
as required by City Municipal Code Chapter 8.32, Garbage Collection and
Disposal, and be emptied on a regular basis, before potentially substantial
odors have developed. Additionally, the policies included as part of the
General Plan Update would reduce mobile and stationary source emissions
and odors associated with diesel fuel by focusing on land use patterns that
improve air quality, reduce air pollution from stationary sources, and
encourage/enable increased transit behavior. Consequently, implementation
of the General Plan Update would not create operational-related
objectionable odors affecting a substantial number of people within the
City. Impacts would be less than significant in this regard.

D. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

1. Candidate, Sensitive, or Special Status Species

Threshold:

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect, either directly or
through habitat modifications, on any species identified as a candidate,
sensitive, or special status species in local or regional plans, policies, or



Findings
Page 22 of 264

Finding:

Explanation:

regulations, or by the California Department of Fish and Game or U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact B1O-1, pages 5.4-12 through 5.4-
14)

The Planning Area is located within an urbanized area and currently
developed with residential and non-residential land uses. Pursuant to the
special-status species search, four special-status plant species and nine
special-status animal species have been identified within one mile of the
Planning Area and are considered candidate, sensitive, or special status
under FESA, CESA and/or CNPS/CRPR designation. There are no
sensitive natural communities within the nine-quad search area.

Implementation of the General Plan Update would result in new
development and intensification of existing urban uses primarily along
major corridors including Hawthorne Boulevard and Redondo Beach
Boulevard. The Project would redesignate seven acres of land which are
existing public-school sites designated as Open Space in the 1992 General
Plan to the Public Facilities land use designation. The General Plan Update
would not modify the Open Space Land Use designation and would
continue to provide for public parks, parks that are part of school sites,
public and private outdoor recreational facilities, and landscaped open space
areas. While the Project does not include any specific development
proposals and would not result in significant direct impacts to existing
biological resources, subsequent development projects under the proposed
General Plan Update could result in direct impacts to certain species found
present on an individual project site. For instance, future development
within the City could involve the removal of trees, which may have the
potential to impact nesting migratory birds. Proposed removal of any street
trees or trees on public property within the City would be reviewed in
accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 12.28 and would be required to
comply with the requirements for removal. Future development projects
would be required to adhere to applicable Federal, State, and local
regulations that provide for sensitive species as part of the discretionary
approval process for site-specific development projects

Compliance with applicable regulations at the time of future development
would minimize adverse impacts to sensitive species. Additionally, the
General Plan Update includes policies and actions to preserve and protect
biological resources within the Planning Area. The proposed Resource
Management Element Policy RM-1.1 requires that the City provide for
public recreational lands, trails, and open space. Policy RM-1.3 requires
new residential development to incorporate on-site open areas or
greenspace for resident use. Policy RM-1.7 directs the City to provide for
the use of street trees along sidewalks and property frontages, consistent
with the City’s Master Street Tree program. Policy RM-1.8 encourages the
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development of innovative non-traditional public and semi-public open
space such as community gardens, parkways, and green space. Action RM-
1b directs the City to pursue funding for parkland acquisition, development,
and maintenance. Action RM-1c directs the City to prepare and adopt a
Master Parks Plan to set policies and standards for City parks and open
space. Policy RM-6.3 encourages the City to work with the Los Angeles
County Public Works Department and the Los Angeles County Flood
Control District to preserve and/or restore riparian communities along and
within established flood control channels. Action RM-6a requires the
implementation of BMPs and compliance with the City’s MS4 permit to
control stormwater runoff and prevent water quality impairment. The
proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-7.3 directs the City to coordinate
with Federal, State, and local agencies to establish ecological recovery
programs. Adherence to these policies and actions during the discretionary
review of future development projects would serve to minimize impacts to
sensitive species. Compliance with Federal, State, and local regulations, and
implementation of General Plan Update policies and actions, would reduce
potential impacts to sensitive species to a less than significant level.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Goal RM-1: Parks, Recreation and Open Space. A community with attractive, safe and
accessible parks, recreation, and open space areas.

Policy RM-1.1: Recreation Types. Provide residents a variety of useable and accessible
public recreational lands, facilities, trails, open space, and amenities.

Policy RM-1.3: Open Space for Private Developments. Require new private residential
development to incorporate on-site open areas, greenspace, or recreational facilities for
resident use.

Policy RM-1.7: Street Trees. Provide for the consistent use of street trees along all
sidewalks and property frontages, consistent with the City’s Master Street Tree program.

Policy RM-1.8: Creative Open Space and Parks. Recognize the value of non-traditional
public and semi-public open space and encourage creativity and innovation during the
development and provision of additional open space or parks, including but not limited to
plazas, parklets, pedestrian paths, patios, rooftop gardens, community gardens, parkways,
green space integrated into parking structures, and temporary or semi-permanent gathering
spaces, to supplement the City’s green space and parks.

Action RM-1b: Pursue available resources to fund recreation facilities and parkland
acquisition, development, and maintenance, including but not limited to, State and Federal
grants, special districts, private donations, gifts, and endowments.
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Action RM-1c: Prepare and adopt a Master Parks Plan to guide the provision and
maintenance of parkland. The Master Park Plan should be designed to serve as a statement
of general policy and desired City standards for location and development of public parks
and community open space areas, with definite time frames outlined.

Action RM-1g: Coordinate with LA Metro and associated entities regarding the multi-use
trail and/or greenway proposed as part of Metro’s C Line (Green) extension project. The
City should be actively engaged in the design and implementation of the project to ensure
the project reflects community preferences, is compatible with surrounding uses, and
maximizes connectivity for active transportation.

Action RM-1h: Consider the creative use of space for the median along Hathorne
Boulevard to expand available open space and opportunities for physical fitness, including
but not limited to, greenways, parklets, bike or pedestrian paths, and a fitness trail.

Policy RM-6.3: Riparian Habitat. Work with Los Angeles County Public Works and Los
Angeles County Flood Control District to preserve and/or restore riparian communities
along and within established flood control channels such as the Dominguez Channel, if
feasible.

Action RM-6a: To reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff, require new
development and redevelopment projects to control stormwater runoff through
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent any deterioration of
water quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. Existing
development shall control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water
quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. As specific
development projects are implemented, project proponents will be required to consult with
relevant agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFQG). Also, ensure that projects of one acre or more complete a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pursuant to State of California, Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and the City’s MS4 permit (order no. R4-2012-0175
(NPDES No. CAS 004001).

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-7.3: Ecological Recovery. Coordinate with Federal, State, and local agencies
to establish ecological recovery programs.

2. Riparian Habitat & Wetlands

Threshold: ~ Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat
or other sensitive natural community identified in local or regional plans,
policies, regulations or by the California Department of Fish and Game or
US Fish and Wildlife Service?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project have a substantial adverse effect on state or federally
protected wetlands as defined by Section 404 of the Clean Water Act
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact BI1O-2, pages 5.4-14 through 5.4-
16)

The Planning Area is largely built-out and consists of a mixture of
impervious surfaces and native and non-native species, typical of urban
habitats. There are no sensitive natural communities within the nine-quad
search area according to the California Natural Diversity Database. While
not always documented as a sensitive natural community, streams, rivers,
wet meadows, and vernal pools are of high concern because they provide
unique aquatic habitat for many endemic species, including special status
plants, birds, invertebrates, and amphibians. These aquatic habitats
oftentimes qualify as protected wetlands or jurisdictional waters and are
protected from disturbance through the Clean Water Act. There are no large
water bodies or creeks within the Planning Area and no known vernal pools
have been identified. A portion of the Dominguez Channel, a 15.7-mile-
long channelized watercourse, flows through the eastern portion of the
Planning Area. No other aquatic resources exist within the Planning Area.

The General Plan Update is a planning document that enables additional
development consistent with the proposed Land Use Map, but does not
include any site-specific development proposals; therefore, adoption of the
General Plan Update would not directly impact the environment. However,
the Project could have an indirect change on the physical environment
through subsequently approved projects that are consistent with the buildout
under the General Plan Update. Individual projects within the Planning
Area would require a detailed and site-specific review of the site to
determine the presence or absence of water features. If water features are
present and disturbance is required, Federal and State laws require measures
to reduce, avoid, or compensate for impacts to these resources. The
requirements of these Federal and State laws are implemented through the
permit process. Additionally, the General Plan Update Resource
Management Element includes policies and actions intended to protect
sensitive natural communities and aquatic resources from adverse effects
associated with future development and improvement projects within the
Planning Area. The proposed Resource Management Element Policy RM-
6.3 directs the City to work with the Los Angeles County Public Works
Department and the Los Angeles County Flood Control District to preserve
and/or restore riparian communities along and within established flood
control channels, such as the Dominguez Channel. Action RM-6a requires
the implementation of BMPs and compliance with the City’s MS4 permit
to control stormwater runoff and prevent water quality impairment.
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Adherence to these policies and actions during the discretionary review of
future development projects would serve to minimize impacts to sensitive
species.

Compliance with Federal, State, and local regulations, and implementation
of General Plan Update policies and actions, would reduce potential impacts
to aquatic resources to a less than significant level. Thus, the Project would
not have a substantial adverse effect on sensitive natural communities,
including riparian habitat, or on State or Federally protected wetlands and
impacts would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-6.3: Riparian Habitat. Work with Los Angeles County Public Works and Los
Angeles County Flood Control District to preserve and/or restore riparian communities
along and within established flood control channels such as the Dominguez Channel, if
feasible.

Action RM-6a: To reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff, require new
development and redevelopment projects to control stormwater runoff through
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent any deterioration of
water quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. Existing
development shall control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water
quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. As specific
development projects are implemented, project proponents will be required to consult with
relevant agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFGQG). Also, ensure that projects of one acre or more complete a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pursuant to State of California, Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and the City’s MS4 permit (order no. R4-2012-0175
(NPDES No. CAS 004001).

3. Wildlife Movement

Threshold: ~ Would the project interfere substantially with the movement of any native
resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native
resident or migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife
nursery sites?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact BIO-3, pages 5.4-16 through 5.4-
18)

Explanation: The City and surrounding area are highly urbanized and generally
developed with urban uses. The Planning Area consists of developed and/or
disturbed land that has been developed, paved, or landscaped, and existing
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vegetation consists of primarily ornamental and/or nonnative plant species.
Thus, the Planning Area does not provide for habitat linkages. The portion
of the Dominguez Channel that flows through the eastern portion of the
Planning Area is concrete-lined and considered to have low habitat value.
Although the channel could be used for wildlife movement, the Project does
not propose site-specific development activities, nor does it involve any
changes or modifications to the channel. Thus, the Project would not
interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites

The proposed General Plan Resource Management Element includes
policies and actions intended to preserve ecological and biological
resources. The proposed Resource Management Element Policy RM-1.1
directs the City to provide for public recreational lands, trails, and open
space. Policy RM-1.3 requires new residential development to incorporate
on-site open areas or greenspace for resident use. Policy RM-1.7 directs the
City to provide for the use of street trees along sidewalks and property
frontages, consistent with the City’s Master Street Tree program. Policy
RM-1.8 encourages the development of innovative non-traditional public
and semi-public open space such as community gardens, parkways, and
green space. Action RM-1b encourages the City to pursue funding for
parkland acquisition, development, and maintenance. Action RM-1c directs
the City to prepare and adopt a Master Parks Plan to set policies and
standards for City parks and open space. Policy RM-6.3 directs the City to
work with Los Angeles County Public Works Department and the Los
Angeles County Flood Control District to preserve and/or restore riparian
communities along and within established flood control channels. Action
RM-6a requires the implementation of BMPs and compliance with the
City’s MS4 permit to control stormwater runoff and prevent water quality
impairment. The proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-7.3 directs the
City to coordinate with Federal, State, and local agencies to establish
ecological recovery programs. Adherence to these policies and actions
would serve to protect potential biological resources and provide for trees
and other vegetation consistent with wildlife habitat recovery. Thus,
through compliance with Federal, State, and local regulations, and General
Plan Update goals, policies, and actions, future development under the
General Plan Update would have a less than significant impact associated
with the movement of any native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors,
or the use of native wildlife nursery sites.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Goal RM-1: Parks, Recreation and Open Space. A community with attractive, safe and
accessible parks, recreation, and open space areas.

Policy RM-1.1: Recreation Types. Provide residents a variety of useable and accessible
public recreational lands, facilities, trails, open space, and amenities.

Policy RM-1.3: Open Space for Private Developments. Require new private residential
development to incorporate on-site open areas, greenspace, or recreational facilities for
resident use.

Policy RM-1.7: Street Trees. Provide for the consistent use of street trees along all
sidewalks and property frontages, consistent with the City’s Master Street Tree program.

Policy RM-1.8: Creative Open Space and Parks. Recognize the value of non-traditional
public and semi-public open space and encourage creativity and innovation during the
development and provision of additional open space or parks, including but not limited to
plazas, parklets, pedestrian paths, patios, rooftop gardens, community gardens, parkways,
green space integrated into parking structures, and temporary or semi-permanent gathering
spaces, to supplement the City’s green space and parks.

Action RM-1b: Pursue available resources to fund recreation facilities and parkland
acquisition, development, and maintenance, including but not limited to, State and Federal
grants, special districts, private donations, gifts, and endowments.

Action RM-1c: Prepare and adopt a Master Parks Plan to guide the provision and
maintenance of parkland. The Master Park Plan should be designed to serve as a statement
of general policy and desired City standards for location and development of public parks
and community open space areas, with definite time frames outlined.

Action RM-1g: Coordinate with LA Metro and associated entities regarding the multi-use
trail and/or greenway proposed as part of Metro’s C Line (Green) extension project. The
City should be actively engaged in the design and implementation of the project to ensure
the project reflects community preferences, is compatible with surrounding uses, and
maximizes connectivity for active transportation.

Action RM-1h: Consider the creative use of space for the median along Hathorne
Boulevard to expand available open space and opportunities for physical fitness, including
but not limited to, greenways, parklets, bike or pedestrian paths, and a fitness trail.

Policy RM-6.3: Riparian Habitat. Work with Los Angeles County Public Works and Los
Angeles County Flood Control District to preserve and/or restore riparian communities
along and within established flood control channels such as the Dominguez Channel, if
feasible.
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Action RM-6a: To reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff, require new
development and redevelopment projects to control stormwater runoff through
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent any deterioration of
water quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. Existing
development shall control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water
quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. As specific
development projects are implemented, project proponents will be required to consult with
relevant agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFQG). Also, ensure that projects of one acre or more complete a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pursuant to State of California, Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and the City’s MS4 permit (order no. R4-2012-0175
(NPDES No. CAS 004001).

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-7.3: Ecological Recovery. Coordinate with Federal, State, and local agencies
to establish ecological recovery programs.

4. Local Policies and Ordinances

Threshold: ~ Would the project conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact BI1O-4, page 5.4-18 through 5.4-
19)

Explanation: Future development under the General Plan Update would be subject to all
applicable Federal, State, regional, and local policies and regulations related
to the protection of biological resources as outlined above. The City does
not have a tree preservation policy or ordinance; however, Lawndale
Municipal Code Chapter 12.28, Street Trees, addresses the City’s tree
planting and master street tree plan and requires authorization for the
planting, spraying, pruning, or removal of street trees or trees on public
property. In addition, the General Plan Resource Management Element
includes policies and actions intended to provide for additional trees within
the City. For instance, Policy RM-1.7 requires the City to provide for the
use of street trees along all sidewalks and property frontages, consistent
with the City’s Master Street Tree program. Future development projects
would be assessed for consistency with the Lawndale Municipal Code and
General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions. Thus, the General Plan
Update would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting
biological resources and impacts would be less than significant tin this
regard.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-1.7: Street Trees. Provide for the consistent use of street trees along all
sidewalks and property frontages, consistent with the City’s Master Street Tree program.

5. Habitat Conservation Plans

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat
Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

No impact. (Draft EIR, Impact B10-5, pages 5.4-19)

The Planning Area is urbanized and is not located within the boundaries of
an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation
Plan, or other approved local, regional, or State habitat conservation plan.
Thus, the Project would not conflict with any of these plans and no impact
would occur.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no General

Plan Update goals, policies, or actions specific to habitat conservation plans.

E. CULTURAL RESOURCES

1. Historical Resources

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
a historical resource pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines, § 15064.5?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact CUL-1, pages 5.5-11 through 5.5-
13)

Known historic resource sites are located throughout the Planning Area and
undiscovered or potentially eligible sites may be located in various areas of
the Planning Area. According to officially recorded resources and other
databases that were researched for the Project, 25 historic built environment
resources are located within the City. While the General Plan Update does
not directly propose any changes to any historic resources, future
development allowed under the General Plan Update could cause a
substantial adverse change in the significance of known historical resources
or unknown historical resources which have not yet been identified. The
General Plan Update Resource Management Element includes goals,
policies, and actions addressing heritage resources, including historical
resources. Proposed Policy RM-3.1 requires the City to protect areas
containing significant historic, archaeological, and paleontological
resources, as defined by the California Public Resources Code. Policy RM-
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3.2 encourages the City to promote community identity and local history by
identifying, documenting, and appropriately archiving tangible and
intangible cultural resources so they can be recognized, accessed, and
appreciated by future generations. Policy RM-3.4 directs the City to include
the public in efforts to preserve cultural assets, including techniques,
incentives, and legal requirements for preservation. Policy RM-3.6 directs
the City to evaluate the condition of historical buildings, the costs of
rehabilitation, and the feasibility of preservation or conservation
alternatives when considering the demolition or movement of historic
structures. Policy RM-3.7 encourages the City to seek funding and support
from public and private sources that aim to protect cultural and historic
resources within the City. Action RM-3a requires the assessment of
development proposals for potential impacts to sensitive historic,
archaeological, tribal cultural, and paleontological resources pursuant to
CEQA. Action RM-3b directs the City to evaluate the feasibility of
implementing a local historic registry program that provides incentives for
retrofitting and building maintenance, as well as public recognition, of the
local resource. Action RM-3c directs the City to consider conducting a
historic properties inventory that takes into consideration buildings,
neighborhoods, and other features of historic, architectural, or cultural
significance. Action RM-3d requires, for structures that potentially have
historic significance, that a study be conducted by a professional
archaeologist or historian to determine the actual significance of the
structure and potential impacts of the proposed development in accordance
with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. The City may require modification
of the project and/or mitigation measures to avoid any impact to a historic
structure, when feasible, such as retaining or rehabilitating historic
buildings or relocating the historic building as feasible.

As future development and infrastructure projects are considered by the
City, each project would be evaluated for conformance with the City’s
General Plan, Municipal Code, and other applicable State and local
regulations relative to historic and potentially historic resources.
Subsequent development and infrastructure projects would also be analyzed
for potential environmental impacts, consistent with the requirements of
CEQA, pursuant to the City’s entitlement review process. For structures that
potentially have historical significance, the City would require preparation
of a study by a qualified professional archaeologist or historian to determine
the significance of the structure and potential impacts of the proposed
development in compliance with CEQA. Therefore, compliance with the
General Plan Update policies and actions and existing regulations, would
not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical
resource and impacts would be less than significant.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-3.1: Preservation. Protect areas containing significant historic,
archaeological, and paleontological resources, as defined by the California Public
Resources Code.

Policy RM-3.2: Documentation. Promote community identity and local history by
identifying, documenting, and appropriately archiving tangible and intangible cultural
resources so they can be recognized, accessed, and appreciated by future generations.

Policy RM-3.3: Cultural Reminders. Seek to incorporate reminders of the City’s culture
through adaptive reuse, signage, markers, cultural events, and other reminders of
Lawndale’s community identity and local history.

Policy RM-3.4: Public Education. Educate and actively involve the public in preserving
cultural assets, including techniques, incentives, and legal requirements for preservation.

Policy RM-3.6: Historic Preservation. Evaluate the condition of historical buildings, the
costs of rehabilitation, and the feasibility of preservation or conservation alternatives when
considering the demolition or movement of historic structures; when possible, encourage
the adaptive re-use of the historic structure.

Policy RM-3.7: Funding. With input and involvement of stakeholder groups, seek
adequate funding and support from public and private sources that aim to protect cultural
and historic resources within the City.

Action RM-3a: Continue to assess development proposals for potential impacts to
sensitive historic, archaeological, tribal cultural, and paleontological resources pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Action RM-3b: Evaluate the feasibility of implementing a local historic registry program
that provides incentives for retrofitting and building maintenance, as well as public
recognition, of the local resource.

Action RM-3c: Consider conducting a historic properties inventory that takes into
consideration buildings, neighborhoods, and other features of historic, architectural, or
cultural significance.

Action RM-3d: For structures that potentially have historic significance, the City shall
require that a study be conducted by a professional archaeologist or historian to determine
the actual significance of the structure and potential impacts of the proposed development
in accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5. The City may require modification
of the project and/or mitigation measures to avoid any impact to a historic structure, when
feasible, such as retaining or rehabilitating historic buildings or relocating the historic
building as feasible.



Findings
Page 33 of 264

Action RM-3e: For all development proposals within areas with the potential to contain
prehistoric/historic resources, the City shall require a study to be conducted by a
professional archaeologist. The objective of the study will be to determine if significant
archaeological resources are potentially present and if the project will significantly impact
these resources. If significant impacts are identified, the City may require the project to be
modified to avoid the impacts, or require mitigation measures to mitigate the impacts.
Mitigation may involve archaeological investigation and resources recovery.

2. Archeological Resources
Threshold: ~ Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
an archaeological resource pursuant to § 15064.5?
Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact CUL-2, pages 5.5-13 through 5.5-
14)
Explanation: Although the records search conducted as part of the Project identifies no

previously-recorded archaeological resources within the City, the Cultural
Study concludes the lack of identifies resources is likely to be a
consequence of development occurring prior to the implementation of
CEQA, rather than a lack of archaeological sites. Effects on archaeological
resources deemed to be significant could be considered adverse if they
involve physical demolition, destruction, or alteration of the resource or its
immediate surroundings such that the significance of a resource would be
materially impaired. While the General Plan Update does not directly
propose site-specific development with the potential to directly impact
archaeological resources, future development allowed under the General
Plan Update could cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
previously undiscovered archaeological resources.

The General Plan Update Resource Management Element includes goals,
policies, and actions addressing heritage resources, including
archaeological resources. Proposed Policy RM-3.1 requires the City protect
areas containing significant historic, archaeological, and paleontological
resources, as defined by the California Public Resources Code. Policy RM-
3.2 encourages the City to promote community identity and local history by
identifying, documenting, and appropriately archiving tangible and
intangible cultural resources so they can be recognized, accessed, and
appreciated by future generations. Policy RM-3.4 directs the City to include
the public in efforts to preserve cultural assets, including technigues,
incentives, and legal requirements for preservation. Policy RM-3.7
encourages the City to seek funding and support from public and private
sources that aim to protect cultural and historic resources within the City.
Action RM-3a requires that development proposals be assessed for potential
impacts to sensitive historic, archaeological, tribal cultural, and
paleontological resources pursuant to CEQA. Action RM-3e requires, for
all development proposals within areas with the potential to contain
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prehistoric/historic resources, a study to be conducted by a professional
archaeologist to determine if significant archaeological resources are
potentially present and if the project will significantly impact these
resources. If significant impacts are identified, the City may require the
project to be modified to avoid the impacts, or require mitigation measures
to mitigate the impacts. Mitigation may involve archaeological
investigation and resources recovery.

Archaeological resources are protected under Federal, State, and local
regulations and implementation of General Plan Update policies and actions
would reduce potential adverse impacts to archaeological resources
associated with future development. Subsequent discretionary development
and infrastructure projects would be analyzed for potential environmental
impacts, consistent with the requirements of CEQA, pursuant to the City’s
entitlement review process. Compliance with the General Plan Update
policies and actions and existing regulations would not cause a substantial
adverse change in the significance of an archaeological resource and
impacts would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-3.1: Preservation. Protect areas containing significant historic,
archaeological, and paleontological resources, as defined by the California Public
Resources Code.

Policy RM-3.2: Documentation. Promote community identity and local history by
identifying, documenting, and appropriately archiving tangible and intangible cultural
resources so they can be recognized, accessed, and appreciated by future generations.

Policy RM-3.4: Public Education. Educate and actively involve the public in preserving
cultural assets, including techniques, incentives, and legal requirements for preservation.

Policy RM-3.7: Funding. With input and involvement of stakeholder groups, seek
adequate funding and support from public and private sources that aim to protect cultural
and historic resources within the City.

Action RM-3a: Continue to assess development proposals for potential impacts to
sensitive historic, archaeological, tribal cultural, and paleontological resources pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Action RM-3e: For all development proposals within areas with the potential to contain
prehistoric/historic resources, the City shall require a study to be conducted by a
professional archaeologist. The objective of the study will be to determine if significant
archaeological resources are potentially present and if the project will significantly impact
these resources. If significant impacts are identified, the City may require the project to be
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modified to avoid the impacts, or require mitigation measures to mitigate the impacts.
Mitigation may involve archaeological investigation and resources recovery.

3. Human Remains
Threshold: ~ Would the project disturb any human remains, including those interred
outside of dedicated cemeteries?
Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact CUL-3, pages 5.5-16 through 5.5-
17)
Explanation: Future construction projects within the Planning Area could have the

potential to disturb or destroy buried Native American human remains as
well as other human remains, including those interred outside of formal
cemeteries. As future development and infrastructure projects are
considered by the City, each project would be evaluated for conformance
with the City’s General Plan, Municipal Code, and other applicable State
and local regulations. Subsequent discretionary development and
infrastructure projects would also be analyzed for potential environmental
impacts, consistent with the requirements of CEQA. The General Plan
Update Resource Management Element includes policies and actions
addressing the potential discovery of human remains. Proposed Policy RM-
3.1 requires the City protect areas containing significant historic,
archaeological, and paleontological resources, as defined by the California
Public Resources Code. Policy RM-3.5 requires consultation with Native
American tribes that may be impacted by proposed development and land
use policy changes, in accordance with State, local, and Tribal
intergovernmental consultation requirements. Action RM-3g requires, in
the event of discovery or recognition of any human remains in any location
other than a dedicated cemetery, that the City halt excavation or disturbance
of the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent
human remains until the County Coroner has been informed and has
determined that no investigation of the cause of death is required. If the
remains are of Native American origin, no further excavation or disturbance
of the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent
human remains is permitted until the descendants from the deceased Native
Americans have made a recommendation to the landowner or the persons
responsible for the excavation work, for means of treating or disposing of,
with appropriate dignity, the human remains and any associated grave
goods as provided in Public Resources Code section 5097.98, or the Native
American Heritage Commission was unable to identify a descendant or the
descendant failed to make a recommendation within 24 hours after being
granted access to the site. Compliance with the General Plan Update
policies and actions and existing regulations, including Health and Safety
Code Section 7050.5, CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.5(e), and PRC
Section 5097.98, would ensure that potential impacts associated with the
inadvertent discovery of human remains would be reduced to less than
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significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-3.1: Preservation. Protect areas containing significant historic,
archaeological, and paleontological resources, as defined by the California Public
Resources Code.

Policy RM-3.5: Tribal Consultation. In accordance with State, local, and Tribal
intergovernmental consultation requirements, consult with Native American tribes that
may be impacted by proposed development and land use policy changes, as necessary.

Action RM-3g: In the event of discovery or recognition of any human remains in any
location other than a dedicated cemetery, the City shall halt excavation or disturbance of
the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains until
the County Coroner has been informed and has determined that no investigation of the
cause of death is required. If the remains are of Native American origin, there shall be no
further excavation or disturbance of the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to
overlie adjacent human remains until the descendants from the deceased Native Americans
have made a recommendation to the landowner or the persons responsible for the
excavation work, for means of treating or disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human
remains and any associated grave goods as provided in Public Resources Code section
5097.98, or the Native American Heritage Commission was unable to identify a descendant
or the descendant failed to make a recommendation within 24 hours after being granted
access to the site.

F. ENERGY
1. Energy

Threshold:  Would the project result in potentially significant environmental impact due
to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary consumption of energy resources,
during project construction or operation, or conflict with or obstruct a state
or local plan for renewable energy or energy efficiency?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact EN-1 pages 5.6-9 through 5.6-18)

Explanation: Buildout of the General Plan Update would use energy resources for the
operation of buildings (electricity and natural gas), for on-road vehicle trips
(e.g., gasoline and diesel fuel), and from off-road construction activities
(e.g. diesel fuel) associated with 2045 buildout of the General Plan Update.
Each of these activities would require the use of energy resources.
Developers of individual projects within the Planning Area would be
responsible for conserving energy, to the extent feasible, and would rely
heavily on reducing per capita energy consumption to achieve this goal,



Findings
Page 37 of 264

including through Statewide and local measures. Buildout of the General
Plan Update would be in compliance with all applicable Federal, State, and
local regulations regulating energy usage. The General Plan Update would
not conflict with any applicable plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the
purpose of reducing energy use or increasing the use of renewable energy.
This is a less than significant impact in this regard.

The General Plan Update includes policies and actions to support energy
conservation and renewable energy, as well as reducing energy use.
Specifically, Goal RM-5 promotes a community that safely manages its
energy resources. Policy RM-5.1 requires the City to comply with all State
requirements regarding the generation of power and encourage energy
providers to investigate the use or expansion of renewable sources of
energy. Policy RM-5.2 ensures that new construction and major
redevelopment complies with the most current version of the California
Green Building Standards Code. Policy RM-5.3 requires the City to
promote the development and use of renewable energy resources to reduce
dependency on fossil fuels. Policy RM-5.4 requires the City to promote the
use of energy-efficient materials, equipment, and design in public and
private facilities and infrastructure. Policy RM-5.5 requires the City to
promote energy conservation and recycling by the public and private
sectors. Policy RM-5.6 requires the City to collaborate with local service
providers in determining and meeting the needs of the community for
energy in clean, modern, and cost-effective ways. Policy RM-5.7 requires
the City to support the decisions of the Lawndale business community as
they select and implement the most appropriate, financially feasible, and
responsible energy source for their individual operations. Policy RM-5.8
requires the City to promote public education programs that advocate for
reducing energy consumption, and promote renewable sources of energy.
Policy RM-5.9 requires the City to promote energy conservation by
residents and businesses in existing structures, in close coordination with
other agencies and local energy providers. Action RM-5a requires the City
to implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the
following actions. Action RM-5b requires that during the development
review process, encourage innovative building design, layout, and
orientation techniques to minimize energy use by taking advantage of
sun/shade patterns, prevailing winds, landscaping and building materials
that control energy usage, and solar design. Action RM-5 requires the City
to continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations,
Title 24 standards as well as the energy efficiency standards established by
the General Plan and the Municipal Code. Action RM-5d requires the City
to promote the CEC Building Energy Benchmarking Program (AB 802) on
the City’s website to help benchmark and monitor energy use for
participating businesses seeking to increase energy efficiency and realize
cost savings. Action RM-5e requires the City to identify and reduce
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government constraints to installation of renewable energy infrastructure
and electric vehicle charging stations, as feasible, through incentives such
as, streamlined permitting, and expedited inspection times. Action RM-5f
requires the City to consider participation in a Community Choice
Aggregation program, such as Clean Power Alliance, to help meet the City’s
energy objectives. Action RM-5g requires the City to use the City’s website
to promote existing incentivized programs such as Energy Upgrade
California, financing programs such as Properly Assessed Clean Energy
(PACE), and energy audits through State programs. Further, Action RM-5h
requires the City to partner with SBCCOG and relevant utilities on outreach
events and to obtain educational content and promote on the City’s website.

As a result, the General Plan Update would not result in any significant
adverse impacts related to Project energy requirements, energy use
inefficiencies, and/or the energy intensiveness of materials by amount and
fuel type for during General Plan Update buildout, including during
construction, operations, maintenance, and/or removal. The City of
Lawndale would comply with all existing energy standards and would not
result in significant adverse impacts on energy resources. For the reasons
stated above, buildout of the General Plan Update would not be expected to
cause an inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary use of energy resources nor
conflict with or obstruct a State or local plan for renewable energy or energy
efficiency. This is a less than significant impact.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Goal RM-4: Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Improved air quality in
Lawndale and the region through reductions in air pollutants and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions.

Policy RM-4.1: Regional Cooperation. Support regional efforts, including those
organized through the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), the
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), the South Bay Cities Council
of Governments (SBCCOG), and the California Air Resource Board (CARB) to implement
the regional Air Quality Management Plan.

Policy RM-4.2: Measurement and Enforcement. Coordinate with the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
to support their ability to properly measure air quality at emission sources and enforce the
standards of the Clean Air Act.

Policy RM-4.3: GHG Emissions. Align the City’s local GHG reduction targets with the
statewide GHG reduction targets of Assembly Bill 32, and align the City’s GHG reduction
goal with the statewide GHG reduction goal of Executive Order S-03-05.
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Policy RM-4.4: Transportation Options. Promote alternative modes of transportation to
reduce vehicular emissions and improve air quality. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.5: Walkability. Encourage pedestrian-scale development and pedestrian-
friendly design features to reduce vehicle emissions. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.6: Land Use Planning. Encourage and incentivize higher density and mixed-
use development opportunities within designated areas of the City to lessen the impacts of
traffic congestion on local air quality. (See Land Use Element)

Policy RM-4.7: Sensitive Receptors. Insulate sensitive receptors from areas of heightened
air quality pollution by utilizing land use planning to buffer and protect residential areas.

Policy RM-4.8: Mitigation. Require the implementation of relevant mitigation measures
for all future development upon identification of potential air quality impacts.

Policy RM-4.9: GHG Reduction. Consider and adopt new local policies and programs
that will help to provide energy efficient alternatives to fossil fuel use and reduce
consumption in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the local
measures identified in the City of Lawndale Climate Action Plan.

Policy RM-4.10: Public Engagement. Promote regional air quality programs in order to
inform the public on regional air quality concerns and encourage the engagement of all
residents in future planning decisions related to air quality.

Action RM-4a: Implement the local GHG reduction measures identified in the City of
Lawndale Climate Action Plan (CAP), participate in future updates of the SBCCOG
Climate Action Plan, and perform on-going monitoring and reporting of GHG reduction
impacts. Develop a Climate Action Team to support and guide the City’s efforts to
conserve energy and reduce emissions. Work with the SBCCOG and/or other local,
Regional, State, and Federal agencies or utility to obtain funding necessary to implement,
monitor, and report the CAP measures.

Action RM-4b: As applicable, review new industrial and commercial development
projects during the CEQA process for potential air quality impacts to residences and other
sensitive receptors. Ensure that mitigation measures and best management practices are
implemented to reduce significant emissions of criteria pollutants.

Action RM-4c: Review development, infrastructure, and planning projects for consistency
with SCAQMD requirements during the CEQA review process. Require project applicants
to prepare air quality analyses to address SCAQMD and General Plan requirements, as
appropriate, which include analysis and identification of:

1. Air pollutant emissions associated with the project during construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

2. Potential exposure of sensitive receptors to toxic air contaminants.
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3. Significant air quality impacts associated with the project for construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.
4. Mitigation measures to reduce significant impacts to less than significant or the
maximum extent feasible where impacts cannot be mitigated to less than
significant.

Action RM-4d: Work with the South Coast Air Quality Management District, Southern
California Association of Governments, the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, and
the California Air Resource Board to implement programs aimed at improving regional air
quality.

Action RM-4e: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24
standards as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the Lawndale Municipal
Code.

Action RM-4f: Provide the necessary facilities and infrastructure to facilitate the use of
low or zero-emission vehicles such as electric vehicle charging facilities at key City
facilities as operations necessitate and/or as funding becomes available.

Action RM-4q: Evaluate and consider multi-modal transportation benefits to all City
employees, such as free or low-cost monthly public transportation (bus) passes. Encourage
employer participation in similar programs. Encourage new transit/shuttle services and use.

Action RM-4h: Establish programs that encourage community car-sharing and carpooling.

Action RM-4i: Support the establishment and expansion of a regional network of electric
vehicle charging stations and encourage the expanded use of electric vehicles.

Action RM-4j: Encourage  multi-family ~ residential and  non-residential
development to increase the use of higher-albedo materials for surfaces including roofs,
parking areas, driveways, roads, and sidewalks. Encourage developments with parking lot
areas to shade these areas with vegetation or solar panels when appropriate. Support
various programs to plant and maintain trees, which can also contribute to a reduction of
urban heat islands.

Action RM-4k: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD construction emission thresholds. Where emissions from individual
projects exceed SCAQMD thresholds, the following actions should be incorporated as
necessary to minimize impacts. These measures do not exclude the use of other, equally
effective mitigation measures as determined by a project specific Air Quality Assessment.

o Require all off-road diesel equipment greater than 50 horsepower (hp) used for this
Project to meet EPA Tier 4 final off-road emission standards or equivalent. Such
equipment shall be outfitted with Best Available Control Technology (BACT)
devices including a California Air Resources Board Certified Level 3 Diesel
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Particulate Filter (DPF) or equivalent. The DPF reduces diesel particulate matter
and NOx emissions during construction activities.

. Require a minimum of 50 percent of construction debris be diverted for recycling.
o Require building materials to contain a minimum 10 percent recycled content.
o Require materials such as paints, primers, sealants, coatings, and glues to have a

low volatile organic compound concentration compared to conventional products.
If low VOC materials are not available, architectural coating phasing should be
extended sufficiently to reduce the daily emissions of VOCs.

Action RM-4l: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD’s operational emission thresholds. For projects where operational
emissions exceed regulatory thresholds, the following measures may be used to reduce
impacts. Note the following measures are not all inclusive and developers have the option
to add or substitute measures that are equally or more appropriate for the scope of the
project.

. Develop a project specific TDM program for residents and/or employees that
provides opportunities for carpool/vanpools.

. Provide onsite solar/renewable energy in excess of regulatory requirements.

. Require that owners/tenants of non-residential or multi-family residential
developments use architectural coatings that are 10 grams per liter or less when
repainting/repairing properties.

. Require drip irrigation and irrigation sensor units that prevent watering during rain
storms.
. Ensure all parking areas are wired for capability of future EV charging and include

EV charging stations that exceed regulatory requirements.

Goal RM-5: Energy Resources. A community that safely manages its energy resources.

Policy RM-5.1: Compliance with State Legislation. Comply with all State requirements
regarding the generation of power and encourage energy providers to investigate the use
or expansion of renewable sources of energy.

Policy RM-5.2: Green Building Standards Code. Ensure that new construction and
major redevelopment complies with the most current version of the California Green
Building Standards Code.

Policy RM-5.3: Renewable Energy. Promote the development and use of renewable
energy resources to reduce dependency on fossil fuels.

Policy RM-5.4: Energy-Efficient Materials. Promote the use of energy-efficient
materials, equipment, and design in public and private facilities and infrastructure.
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Policy RM-5.5: Energy Conservation. Promote energy conservation and recycling by the
public and private sectors.

Policy RM-5.6: Energy Needs. Collaborate with local service providers in determining
and meeting the needs of the community for energy in clean, modern, and cost-effective
ways.

Policy RM-5.7: Business Community. Support the decisions of the Lawndale business
community as they select and implement the most appropriate, financially feasible, and
responsible energy source for their individual operations.

Policy RM-5.8: Public Education. Promote public education programs that advocate for
reducing energy consumption, and promote renewable sources of energy.

Policy RM-5.9: Promote Energy Conservation in Existing Building Stock. Promote
energy conservation by residents and businesses in existing structures, in close
coordination with other agencies and local energy providers.

Action RM-5a: Implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the
following actions:

a. Promote energy efficient buildings and site design for all new public buildings
during the site development permit process; and

b. Install energy saving devices in new public buildings and retrofit existing public
buildings.

Action RM-5b: During the development review process, encourage innovative building
design, layout, and orientation techniques to minimize energy use by taking advantage of
sun/shade patterns, prevailing winds, landscaping and building materials that control
energy usage, and solar design.

Action RM-5c: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public
and private development complies with the California Code of Regulations, Title 24
standards as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the General Plan and
the Municipal Code.

Action RM-5d: Promote the CEC Building Energy Benchmarking Program (AB 802) on
the City’s website to help benchmark and monitor energy use for participating businesses
seeking to increase energy efficiency and realize cost savings.

Action RM-5e: Identify and reduce government constraints to installation of renewable
energy infrastructure and electric vehicle charging stations, as feasible, through incentives
such as, streamlined permitting, and expedited inspection times.

Action RM-5f: Consider participation in a Community Choice Aggregation program, such
as Clean Power Alliance, to help meet the City’s energy objectives.
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Action RM-5g: Use the City’s website to promote existing incentivized programs such as
Energy Upgrade California, financing programs such as Properly Assessed Clean Energy
(PACE), and energy audits through State programs.

Action RM-5h: Partner with SBCCOG and relevant utilities on outreach events and to
obtain educational content and promote on the City’s website.

G. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

1. Seismic Hazards

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse
effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture of a
known earthquake fault, strong seismic ground shaking, seismic-related
ground failure, including liquefaction, or landslides?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact GS-1 pages 5.7-14 through 5.7-
16)

The Planning Area is situated within a seismically active region as the result
of being located near the active margin between the North American and
Pacific tectonic plates. There are no designated Alquist-Priolo fault zones
within the Planning Area. While there are no major active faults within the
Planning Area, major active and potentially active faults exist in the vicinity
of the Planning Area, including the Newport-Inglewood Fault, San Andreas
Fault, and Palos Verdes Fault. There are no areas within the Planning Area
designated by the California Geological Survey as having the potential for
liquefaction. Further, the City’s LHMP does not identify the Planning Area
as being located within an area that is susceptible to liquefaction.
Additionally, there are no earthquake-induced landslide seismic hazard
zones mapped within the Planning Area.

Future development projects would be required to comply with the
provisions of the California Building Standards Code (CBSC), which
requires development projects to perform geotechnical investigations in
accordance with State law, engineer improvements to address potential
seismic and ground failure issues, and use earthquake-resistant construction
techniques to address potential earthquake loads when constructing
buildings and improvements. As future development and infrastructure
projects are considered by the City, each project would be evaluated for
conformance with the CBSC, General Plan, Lawndale Municipal Code, and
other regulations. In addition to the requirements associated with the CBSC
and the Municipal Code, the General Plan Update Public Safety Element
includes goals, policies and actions to address potential impacts associated
with seismic activity. Policy PS-2.1 requires that geotechnical hazard data
is incorporated into in future land use decision-making, site design, and
construction standards. Policy PS-2.2 requires the enforcement of State



Findings
Page 44 of 264

seismic design guidelines and all relevant building codes to reduce the risk
of damage associated with seismic activity, with a special focus on creating
resilient critical infrastructure and facilities. Policy PS-2.3 ensures that
mitigation measures are monitored and enforced to reduce risks for projects
where seismic and geologic hazards can be mitigated and prohibits
development in areas where seismic and geologic hazards cannot be
mitigated. Policy PS-2.4 encourages the City to educate the community to
mitigate potential injury and damage associated with earthquakes. Action
PS-2a directs the City to review and update the City’s geologic and seismic
hazards maps at least annually. Action PS-2b ensures development
proposals are reviewed to confirm compliance with California Health and
Safety Code Section 19100 et seq. (Earthquake Protection Law), which
requires that buildings be designed to resist stresses produced by natural
forces such as earthquakes and wind. Action PS-2c ensures adoption and
implementation of the latest version of the building codes adopted by the
State. Action PS-2d requires surveys of soil and geologic conditions by
State licensed Engineering Geologists and Civil Engineers during review of
discretionary development and redevelopment proposals, where
appropriate. When potential geologic impacts are identified, project
applicants are required to mitigate the impacts per the recommendations
contained within the geologic survey. Action PS-2e requires feasible
mitigation measures for development projects to reduce the risk to the
community from hazards related to geologic conditions and seismic
activity.

Future development projects associated with implementation of the General
Plan Update would be reviewed to identify and assess seismic safety issues
and would be required to design and construct improvements in compliance
with the applicable building codes and standards in place at the time to
reduce the potential adverse effects associate with strong seismic ground
shaking. With the implementation of the policies and actions in the General
Plan, as well as applicable State and City codes, potential impacts associated
with strong seismic ground shaking would be less than significant.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-2: Geologic and Seismic Hazards. A community protected from loss of life or
injury and damage to property due to geologic and seismic hazards.

Policy PS-2.1:Geologic Hazard ldentification. Continue to incorporate geotechnical
hazard data in future land use decision-making, site design, and construction standards.

Policy PS-2.2: Earthquake Protection. Enforce State seismic design guidelines and all
relevant building codes to reduce the risk of damage associated with seismic activity, with
a special focus on creating resilient critical infrastructure and facilities.

Policy PS-2.3: Development Projects. Monitor and enforce mitigation measures to reduce
risks for projects where seismic and geologic hazards can be mitigated and prohibit
development in areas where seismic and geologic hazards cannot be mitigated.

Policy PS-2.4:Seismic Hazard Education. Continue to seek out opportunities to educate
and encourage the community on ways to implement measures to mitigate potential injury
and damage associated with earthquakes.

Action PS-2a: Review and update (at least annually) the City’s geologic and seismic
hazards maps in concert with updates from the California Geologic Survey and local
surveys.

Action PS-2b:Review development proposals to confirm compliance with California
Health and Safety Code Section 19100 et seq. (Earthquake Protection Law), which requires
that buildings be designed to resist stresses produced by natural forces such as earthquakes
and wind.

Action PS-2c: Adopt the latest version of the building codes adopted by the State of
California and ensure implementation in all new construction and renovations.

Action PS-2d:During review of discretionary development and redevelopment proposals,
require surveys of soil and geologic conditions by State licensed Engineering Geologists
and Civil Engineers where appropriate. When potential geologic impacts are identified,
require project applicants to mitigate the impacts per the recommendations contained
within the geologic survey.

Action PS-2e: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic
conditions and seismic activity by requiring feasible mitigation of such impacts on
development projects. Assess development proposals for potential hazards pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act. Require measures to mitigate all identified
significant public safety hazards.



Findings
Page 46 of 264

2.

Soil Erosion

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact GS-2, pages 5.7-16 through 5.67-
18)

Implementation of the General Plan Update would provide for development
and improvement projects that would involve some land clearing, mass
grading, and other ground-disturbing activities that could temporarily
increase soil erosion rates during and shortly after project construction.
Construction-related erosion could result in the loss of a substantial amount
of nonrenewable topsoil and could adversely affect water quality in nearby
surface waters. As future development and infrastructure projects are
considered by the City, each project would be evaluated for conformance
with the CBSC, General Plan, Lawndale Municipal Code, and other
relevant regulations. In compliance with NPDES Permit regulations, the
State of California requires that any construction activity disturbing one
acre or more of soil comply with the Construction General Permit. The
permit requires development and implementation of a stormwater pollution
prevention and monitoring plan (SWPPP), which must include erosion-
control and sediment-control BMPs that would meet or exceed measures
required by the Construction General Permit to control stormwater quality
degradation due to potential construction-related pollutants. Further, the
General Plan Update includes a range of policies and actions related to best
management practices, NPDES requirements, and minimizing discharge of
materials (including eroded soils) into the storm drain system. Proposed
Resource Management Element Policy RM-6-2 encourages all landscaping
in new development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be
designed to reduce water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and
reduce pollutants through the installation of irrigation systems, the selection
of appropriate plant materials, and proper soil preparation. Action RM-6a
requires new development and redevelopment projects to implement BMPs
to reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff. Proposed Public Safety
Element Action PS-2d requires surveys of soil and geologic conditions by
State licensed Engineering Geologists and Civil Engineers during review of
discretionary development and redevelopment proposals, where
appropriate. When potential geologic impacts are identified, project
applicants are required to mitigate the impacts per the recommendations
contained within the geologic survey. Policy PS-5.4 encourages new
developments that add substantial amounts of impervious surfaces to
integrate LID BMPs to reduce stormwater runoff. Policy PS-5.6 directs the
City to maintain and regularly assess the status of local storm drainage
infrastructure to confirm that the system is functioning property. With the
implementation of the policies and actions in the General Plan Update, as
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well as applicable State and City requirements, potential impacts associated
with erosion and loss of topsoil would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-6.2: Landscaping. Encourage all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce
water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through the
installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper
soil preparation.

Action RM-6a: To reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff, require new
development and redevelopment projects to control stormwater runoff through
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent any deterioration of
water quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. Existing
development shall control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water
quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. As specific
development projects are implemented, project proponents will be required to consult with
relevant agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFGQG). Also, ensure that projects of one acre or more complete a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pursuant to State of California, Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and the City’s MS4 permit (order no. R4-2012-0175
(NPDES No. CAS 004001).

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Action PS-2d: During review of discretionary development and redevelopment proposals,
require surveys of soil and geologic conditions by State licensed Engineering Geologists
and Civil Engineers where appropriate. When potential geologic impacts are identified,
require project applicants to mitigate the impacts per the recommendations contained
within the geologic survey.

Policy PS-5.4: Best Management Practices. Encourage new developments that add
substantial amounts of impervious surfaces to integrate low impact development Best
Management Practices to reduce stormwater runoff.

Policy PS-5.6: Local Storm Drainage Infrastructure. Maintain and regularly assess the
status of local storm drainage infrastructure to confirm that the system is functioning

property.
3. Unstable Soils

Threshold: ~ Would the project be located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or
that would become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result
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Finding:

Explanation:

in on or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or
collapse?

Less than significant (Draft EIR, Impact GS-3, pages 5.7-18 through 5.7-
21)

Future development anticipated by the General Plan Update could result in
the exposure of people and structures to conditions that have the potential
for adverse effects associated with ground instability or failure. The
Planning Area is not susceptible to lateral spreading, subsidence, or
liquefaction. The potential for landslide within the Planning Area is low.
The General Plan Update includes policies and actions to address geologic
conditions within the Planning Area. Public Safety Element Policy PS-2.1
requires that geotechnical hazard data be incorporated in future land use
decision-making, site design, and construction standards. Policy PS-2.2
enforces State seismic design guidelines and all relevant building codes to
reduce the risk of damage associated with seismic activity, with a special
focus on creating resilient critical infrastructure and facilities. Policy PS-2.3
requires mitigation measures be monitored and enforced to reduce risks for
projects where seismic and geologic hazards can be mitigated and prohibits
development in areas where seismic and geologic hazards cannot be
mitigated. Policy PS-2.4 encourages the City to educate the community to
mitigate potential injury and damage associated with earthquakes. Action
PS-2a directs the City to review and update the City’s geologic and seismic
hazards maps at least annually. Action PS-2b ensures development
proposals are reviewed to confirm compliance with California Health and
Safety Code Section 19100 et seq. (Earthquake Protection Law), which
requires that buildings be designed to resist stresses produced by natural
forces such as earthquakes and wind. Action PS-2c ensures adoption and
implementation of the latest version of the building codes adopted by the
State. Action PS-2d requires surveys of soil and geologic conditions by
State licensed Engineering Geologists and Civil Engineers during review of
discretionary development and redevelopment proposals, where
appropriate. When potential geologic impacts are identified, project
applicants are required to mitigate the impacts per the recommendations
contained within the geologic survey. Action PS-2e requires feasible
mitigation on development projects to reduce the risk to the community
from hazards related to geologic conditions and seismic activity

Future development and improvement projects would be required to prepare
site-specific geotechnical studies to identify geologic and soil conditions
specific to the site and provide design recommendations consistent with the
requirements of State and City codes. Implementation of CBSC and the
Municipal Code requirements related to seismic and geologic conditions
and the General Plan Update policies and actions would ensure that future
development projects are evaluated for potential geologic and seismic risks
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and that potential risks are adequately addressed. With the implementation
of the policies and actions in the General Plan Update, as well as applicable
State and City codes, potential impacts associated with unstable geologic
conditions would be reduced to less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-2: Geologic and Seismic Hazards. A community protected from loss of life or
injury and damage to property due to geologic and seismic hazards.

Policy PS-2.1: Geologic Hazard Identification. Continue to incorporate geotechnical
hazard data in future land use decision-making, site design, and construction standards.

Policy PS-2.2: Earthquake Protection. Enforce State seismic design guidelines and all
relevant building codes to reduce the risk of damage associated with seismic activity, with
a special focus on creating resilient critical infrastructure and facilities.

Policy PS-2.3: Development Projects. Monitor and enforce mitigation measures to reduce
risks for projects where seismic and geologic hazards can be mitigated and prohibit
development in areas where seismic and geologic hazards cannot be mitigated.

Policy PS-2.4: Seismic Hazard Education. Continue to seek out opportunities to educate
and encourage the community on ways to implement measures to mitigate potential injury
and damage associated with earthquakes.

Action PS-2a: Review and update (at least annually) the City’s geologic and seismic
hazards maps in concert with updates from the California Geologic Survey and local
surveys.

Action PS-2b: Review development proposals to confirm compliance with California
Health and Safety Code Section 19100 et seq. (Earthquake Protection Law), which requires
that buildings be designed to resist stresses produced by natural forces such as earthquakes
and wind.

Action PS-2c: Adopt the latest version of the building codes adopted by the State of
California and ensure implementation in all new construction and renovations.

Action PS-2d: During review of discretionary development and redevelopment proposals,
require surveys of soil and geologic conditions by State licensed Engineering Geologists
and Civil Engineers where appropriate. When potential geologic impacts are identified,
require project applicants to mitigate the impacts per the recommendations contained
within the geologic survey.

Action PS-2e: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic
conditions and seismic activity by requiring feasible mitigation of such impacts on
development projects. Assess development proposals for potential hazards pursuant to the
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California Environmental Quality Act. Require measures to mitigate all identified
significant public safety hazards.

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Expansive Soils

Would the project be located on expansive soil, as defined in Tables 18-1-
D of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating substantial direct or
indirect risks to life or property?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact GS-4, pages 5.7-21 through 5.7-
23)

The majority of the Planning Area has ‘Low to Medium’ expansive soils.
The areas with ‘Low to High’ expansive soils are in proximity to
Dominguez Channel, within the City’s Sphere of Influence. The proposed
Public Safety Element of the General Plan Update includes policies and
actions that are designed to protect the City from geologic hazards,
including expansive soils. Policy PS-2.1 incorporates geotechnical hazard
data in future land use decision-making, site design, and construction
standards. Policy PS-2.2 enforces State seismic design guidelines and all
relevant building codes to reduce the risk of damage associated with seismic
activity, with a special focus on creating resilient critical infrastructure and
facilities. Policy PS-2.3 monitors and enforces mitigation measures to
reduce risks for projects where seismic and geologic hazards can be
mitigated and prohibits development in areas where seismic and geologic
hazards cannot be mitigated. Action PS-2a directs the City to review and
update the City’s geologic and seismic hazards maps at least annually.
Action PS-2b ensures development proposals are reviewed to confirm
compliance with California Health and Safety Code Section 19100 et seq.
(Earthquake Protection Law), which requires that buildings be designed to
resist stresses produced by natural forces such as earthquakes and wind.
Action PS-2c ensures adoption and implementation of the latest version of
the building codes adopted by the State. Action PS-2d requires surveys of
soil and geologic conditions by State licensed Engineering Geologists and
Civil Engineers during review of discretionary development and
redevelopment proposals, where appropriate. When potential geologic
impacts are identified, project applicants are required to mitigate the
impacts per the recommendations contained within the geologic survey.
Action PS-2e reduces the risk to the community from hazards related to
geologic conditions and seismic activity by requiring feasible mitigation of
such impacts on development projects.

Future development and infrastructure projects considered by the City,
would be evaluated for conformance with the CBSC, the General Plan
Update policies and actions, Lawndale Municipal Code, and other
regulations. Subsequent development and infrastructure projects requiring
discretionary review would also be analyzed for potential environmental
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impacts, consistent with the requirements of CEQA. Future development
and improvement projects would be required to prepare site-specific
geotechnical studies to identify geologic and soil conditions specific to the
site, including the potential for expansive soils. A site-specific geotechnical
investigation would identify the potential for damage related to expansive
soils and non-uniformly compacted fill and engineered fill. If a risk is
identified, design criteria and specification options may include removal of
the problematic soils, and replacement, as needed, with properly
conditioned and compacted fill material that is designed to withstand the
forces exerted during the expected shrink-swell cycles and settlements.
Design criteria and specifications set forth in the design-level geotechnical
investigation would ensure impacts from problematic soils are minimized.
Thus, implementation of CBSC and the Municipal Code requirements
related to on-site soil conditions and the General Plan Update policies and
actions would ensure that future development projects are evaluated for
potential risks associated with development on expansive soils, and that
potential risks are adequately addressed. Therefore, this impact is
considered less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-2: Geologic and Seismic Hazards. A community protected from loss of life or
injury and damage to property due to geologic and seismic hazards.

Policy PS-2.1: Geologic Hazard Identification. Continue to incorporate geotechnical
hazard data in future land use decision-making, site design, and construction standards.

Policy PS-2.2: Earthquake Protection. Enforce State seismic design guidelines and all
relevant building codes to reduce the risk of damage associated with seismic activity, with
a special focus on creating resilient critical infrastructure and facilities.

Policy PS-2.3: Development Projects. Monitor and enforce mitigation measures to reduce
risks for projects where seismic and geologic hazards can be mitigated and prohibit
development in areas where seismic and geologic hazards cannot be mitigated.

Action PS-2a: Review and update (at least annually) the City’s geologic and seismic
hazards maps in concert with updates from the California Geologic Survey and local
surveys.

Action PS-2b: Review development proposals to confirm compliance with California
Health and Safety Code Section 19100 et seq. (Earthquake Protection Law), which requires
that buildings be designed to resist stresses produced by natural forces such as earthquakes
and wind.

Action PS-2c: Adopt the latest version of the building codes adopted by the State of
California and ensure implementation in all new construction and renovations.
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Action PS-2d: During review of discretionary development and redevelopment proposals,
require surveys of soil and geologic conditions by State licensed Engineering Geologists
and Civil Engineers where appropriate. When potential geologic impacts are identified,
require project applicants to mitigate the impacts per the recommendations contained
within the geologic survey.

Action PS-2e: Reduce the risk to the community from hazards related to geologic
conditions and seismic activity by requiring feasible mitigation of such impacts on
development projects. Assess development proposals for potential hazards pursuant to the
California Environmental Quality Act. Require measures to mitigate all identified
significant public safety hazards.

5. Septic Tanks

Threshold: ~ Would the project have soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of
septic tanks or alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are
not available for the disposal of waste water?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact GS-5, pages 5.7-23)

Explanation: Wastewater service is provided to the Planning Area by the City and the
Los Angeles County Sanitation Districts (LACSD). Local wastewater
produced in the City connects to sewer mains maintained by the LACSD.
LACSD owns, operates, and maintains sewer lines that form the backbone
of the regional wastewater conveyance system. Future development within
the Planning Area would be required to connect to the existing sewer system
and would not involve the use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater
disposal systems. As such, no impact would occur.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no General
Plan Update goals, policies, or actions specific to septic tanks or alternative waste water
disposal systems.

6. Paleontological Resources

Threshold: ~ Would the project directly or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological
resource or site or unique geologic feature?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact GS-6, pages 5.7-23 through 5.7-
25)

Explanation: The City is underlain by two geologic units (Old alluvium and Old eolian
deposits) that are considered to have a high paleontological sensitivity at
surface and at depth. Although fossil localities have not been recorded
within the Planning Area, deposits from the Pleistocene Epoch have
produced two fossil localities within three miles of the Planning Area.
Therefore, it is possible that undiscovered paleontological resources could
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be encountered during ground-disturbing activities. Damage to or
destruction of a paleontological resource would be considered a potentially
significant impact under local, State, or Federal criteria. The proposed
General Plan Update Resource Management Element includes policies and
actions to protect significant paleontological resources within the Planning
Area. Policy RM-3.1 requires the protection areas containing
paleontological resources. Action RM-3a requires the City assess
development proposals for potential impacts to sensitive historic,
archaeological, and paleontological resources pursuant to CEQA. Action
RM-3f requires an assessment of the potential for development proposals to
significantly impact paleontological resources pursuant to CEQA. If the
project involves earthworks, the City may require a study conducted by a
professional paleontologist to determine if paleontological assets are
present, and if the project will significantly impact the resources. If
significant impacts are identified, the City may require the project to be
modified to avoid impacting the paleontological materials, require
monitoring of rock units with high potential to contain significant
nonrenewable paleontological resources, or require mitigation measures to
mitigate the impacts, such as recovering the paleontological resources for
preservation.

With implementation of the General Plan Update policies and actions,
potential impacts to paleontological resources associated with future
development anticipated by the General Plan Update would be reduced to
less than significant

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-3.1: Preservation. Protect areas containing significant historic,
archaeological, and paleontological resources, as defined by the California Public
Resources Code.

Action RM-3a: Continue to assess development proposals for potential impacts to
sensitive historic, archaeological, tribal cultural, and paleontological resources pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Action RM-3f: The City shall require an assessment of the potential for development
proposals to significantly impact paleontological resources pursuant to the California
Environmental Quality Act Guidelines. If the project involves earthworks, the City may
require a study conducted by a professional paleontologist to determine if paleontological
assets are present, and if the project will significantly impact the resources. If significant
impacts are identified, the City may require the project to be modified to avoid impacting
the paleontological materials, require monitoring of rock units with high potential to
contain significant nonrenewable paleontological resources, or require mitigation measures
to mitigate the impacts, such as recovering the paleontological resources for preservation.
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H.

1.

HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Transport, Use, and Disposal of Hazardous Materials

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through the routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous
materials?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HAZ-1, pages 5.9-14 through 5.9-
19)

Implementation of the General Plan Update would accommodate the future
development of both residential and non-residential uses within the
Planning Area. Increased development could result in an increase in the
routine transport, use, and storage of hazardous materials in the City,
potentially resulting in accidental releases. Exposure of persons to
hazardous materials could also occur through the operations of future
developments associated with the improper handling of hazardous
materials/wastes; transportation accident; environmentally unsound
disposal methods; or fire, explosion, or other emergencies. The use,
transportation, and disposal of hazardous materials is regulated and
monitored by local fire departments, CUPAs, Cal OSHA, and the DTSC
consistent with the requirements of Federal, State, and local regulations and
policies. Facilities that store hazardous materials on-site are required to
maintain a Hazardous Materials Business Plan in accordance with State
regulations. In addition to the requirements associated with Federal, State,
and local regulations, the General Plan Update includes policies and actions
to address potential impacts associated with hazardous materials among
other issues. Proposed Mobility Element Policy M-7.1 directs the City to
maintain a network of local truck routes to facilitate goods movement to
regional roads and to discourage the use of residential roads. Public Safety
Element Policy PS-3.1 requires land uses involved in the production,
storage, transportation, handling, or disposal of hazardous materials be
located and operated in a way to reduce risk to neighboring land uses. Policy
PS-3.2 discourages the development of residential uses adjacent to or near
potentially hazardous land uses. Policy PS-3.3 directs the City to coordinate
with Los Angeles County to review and update, as appropriate, the County’s
EOP Hazardous Materials Annex so that the Plan adequately addresses and
responds to potential hazardous materials incidents within the City. Policy
PS-3.4 requires that developers coordinate with the Los Angeles
Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division and the Los
Angeles County Fire Department (LACoFD) to confirm that hazardous
waste cleanup sites located within the City are remediated by the property
owner in a manner that keeps the public safe. Policy PS-3.5 directs the City
to monitor through the planning and business permit processes the
operations of businesses and individuals that handle hazardous materials.
Policy PS-3.6 promotes the routing of vehicles transporting hazardous
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materials to transportation corridors posing the minimum risk to the public
and prohibits the parking of vehicles transporting hazardous materials on
City streets. Policy PS-3.7 requires new pipelines or other similar facilities
that would transport hazardous materials to avoid residential areas to the
greatest extent possible. Policy PS-3.8 directs the City to coordinate with
Metro and Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Rail (BNSF) on opportunities
to maintain and improve the safety of the transport of hazardous materials
by rail. Policy PS-3.9 encourages the City to educate residents and
businesses on how to reduce or eliminate the use of hazardous materials and
products as well as appropriate disposal methods. Action PS-3a requires, as
part of the development review process, projects that result in significant
risks associated with hazardous materials to include measures to address the
risks and reduce the risks to an acceptable level. Action PS-3b requires the
submittal of information regarding hazardous materials manufacturing,
storage, use, transport, and/or disposal by existing and proposed businesses
and developments to LACoFD. Action PS-3c protects the community from
hazards related to air pollution, hazardous materials, and ground and air
transportation by requiring feasible mitigation to be incorporated into new
development and redevelopment proposals to address safety impacts
associated with those proposals. Action PS-3d directs the City to work with
the Los Angeles County Public Works Department to implement and
advertise the Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program to protect
residents from dangers resulting from the use, transport, and disposal of
hazardous materials used in the home, and to provide informational
materials about the County’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection
program, collection facilities, drop-off centers, and the 24-hour Household
Hazardous Waste hotline. The General Plan Update also includes policies
and actions to ensure that the City has adequate emergency response plans
and measures to respond in the event of an accidental release of a hazardous
substance. Policy PS-1.3 requires the implementation emergency
preparedness and response measures in coordination with Los Angeles
County including periodic trainings with staff and/or participation in
County trainings on emergency operations procedures and responses.
Policy PS-1.5 directs the City to support policies and programs that
facilitate the availability of adequate resources to respond to health, fire,
and police emergencies. Action PS-1b directs the City to implement and
update (as necessary) the City’s EOP. Compliance with the requirements of
Federal, State, and local laws and regulations regarding the use and storage
of hazardous materials would ensure that risks resulting from the routine
transportation, use, storage, or disposal of hazardous materials or hazardous
wastes associated with implementation of the General Plan Update would
be less than significant
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Policy M-7.1: Local Truck Routes. Maintain a network of local truck routes to facilitate
goods movement to regional roads and to discourage the use of residential roads.

Action M-7a: Review and update the City’s designated truck routes as needed while
considering the potential mobility conflicts and the location of sensitive land uses in the
City.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-2.3: Hazardous Waste. Promote the proper disposal of hazardous waste,
including paint, tires, medications, medical sharps, infectious waste, asbestos waste,
construction waste, and electronic waste through education, monitoring, and enforcement
of proper use, storage, handling, and disposal.

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-1: Emergency Operations. A community prepared to provide effective response
and recovery efforts in the event of an emergency.

Policy PS-1.1: Citywide Safety. Support projects, programs, policies, and regulations that
help to mitigate potential impacts associated with natural and man-made hazards.

Policy PS-1.2: Critical Facilities. Coordinate with service providers to promote the
resilience of critical facilities, lifeline services, and infrastructure, and plan for the use of
critical facilities during post-disaster response and recovery.

Policy PS-1.3: Emergency Preparedness and Response. Continue to implement
emergency preparedness and response measures in coordination with Los Angeles County
including periodic trainings with staff and/or participation in County trainings on
emergency operations procedures and responses.

Policy PS-1.4: Local Hazard Mitigation. Regularly maintain and update natural and man-
made hazard information relevant to the Lawndale Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Policy PS-1.5: Resources. Support policies and programs that facilitate the availability of
adequate resources to respond to health, fire, and police emergencies.

Policy PS-1.6: Emergency Access. Investigate and seek out opportunities to improve
emergency access and circulation throughout the community.

Policy PS-1.7: Public Safety Education. Promote public safety education programs to
educate on emergency preparedness, reduce accidents, injuries, and fires, and to train
members of the public to respond to emergencies.
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Policy PS-1.8: Cooperation. Collaborate with the school district, businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and community members/groups to maintain safety throughout the City.

Action PS-1a: Regularly review and coordinate emergency response procedures with Los
Angeles County and State emergency response procedures.

Action PS-1b: Continue to implement and update (when relevant) the City’s Emergency
Operations Plan.

Action PS-1c: Continue to implement and update (at least every five years) the City’s
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Action PS-1d: Coordinate with local agencies and organizations to develop and distribute
informational brochures and give presentations to civic groups and local schools to educate
residents and businesses about appropriate actions to take during an emergency situation.

Action PS-1e: Investigate and pursue available funding sources to fund safety programs,
provide services, upgrade/construct facilities, and purchase equipment.

Action PS-1f: Promote after school programs, volunteer programs, and Business and
Neighborhood Watch programs to help maintain a safe environment.

Goal PS-3: Hazardous Materials. A community protected from the harmful effects of
hazardous materials, hazardous waste, and environmental contamination.

Policy PS-3.1: Compatible Land Uses. Require land uses involved in the production,
storage, transportation, handling, or disposal of hazardous materials be located and
operated in a way to reduce risk to neighboring land uses.

Policy PS-3.2: Safe Residential Uses. Discourage the development of residential uses
adjacent to or near potentially hazardous land uses.

Policy PS-3.3: Emergency Operations. Coordinate with Los Angeles County to review
and update, as appropriate, the County’s Emergency Operations Plan Hazardous Materials
Annex so that the Plan adequately addresses and responds to potential hazardous materials
incidents within the City.

Policy PS-3.4: Cleanup Sites. Require that developers coordinate with the Los Angeles
Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division and the LACoFD to confirm
that hazardous waste cleanup sites located within the City are remediated by the property
owner in a manner that keeps the public safe.

Policy PS-3.5: Monitoring. Monitor through the planning and business permit processes
the operations of businesses and individuals that handle hazardous materials.

Policy PS-3.6: Transportation. Promote the routing of vehicles transporting hazardous
materials to transportation corridors posing the minimum risk to the public and prohibit the
parking of vehicles transporting hazardous materials on City streets.
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Policy PS-3.7: Pipelines. Require new pipelines or other similar facilities that would
transport hazardous materials to avoid residential areas to the greatest extent possible.

Policy PS-3.8: Rail Lines. Coordinate with Metro and Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Rail (BNSF) on opportunities to maintain and improve the safety of the transport of
hazardous materials by rail.

Policy PS-3.9: Public Education. Educate residents and businesses on how to reduce or
eliminate the use of hazardous materials and products as well as appropriate disposal
methods.

Action PS-3a: As part of the development review process, require projects that result in
significant risks associated with hazardous materials to include measures to address the
risks and reduce the risks to an acceptable level.

Action PS-3b: Require the submittal of information regarding hazardous materials
manufacturing, storage, use, transport, and/or disposal by existing and proposed businesses
and developments to LACoFD.

Action PS-3c: Protect the community from hazards related to air pollution, hazardous
materials, and ground and air transportation by requiring feasible mitigation to be
incorporated into new development and redevelopment proposals to address safety impacts
associated with those proposals.

Action PS-3d: Continue to work with the Los Angeles County Public Works Department
to implement and advertise the Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program to protect
residents from dangers resulting from the use, transport, and disposal of hazardous
materials used in the home. Provide informational materials at public locations and links
on the City’s website about the County’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection program,
collection facilities, drop-off centers, and the 24-hour Household Hazardous Waste hotline.

Action PS-3e: Continue to coordinate with the California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources for any development proposed to occur
near oil wells.

2. Hazardous Materials Release

Threshold: ~ Would the project create a significant hazard to the public or the
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions
involving the release of hazardous materials into the environment?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HAZ-2, pages 5.9-19 through 5.9-
24)

Explanation: Short-Term Construction-Related Accidental Release of Hazardous
Materials
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The General Plan Update would enable development of new residential and
non-residential uses within the Planning Area. Construction activities
associated with new development could result in upset and/or accident
conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment. Future development accommodated through implementation
of the General Plan Update could involve the demolition of existing
structures and buildings as areas within the City are redeveloped. The
presence of lead-based paint, asbestos-containing materials (ACM), and/or
other contaminants are likely present in some structures. All demolition that
could result in the release of ACMs or lead-based paint would be conducted
according to federal and State regulations. In accordance with SCAQMD
Rule 1403, if ACM material is found, abatement of asbestos would be
required prior to any demolition activities. If paint is separated from
building materials (chemically or physically) during demolition of the
structures, the paint waste would be required to be evaluated independently
from the building material by a qualified Environmental Professional in
accordance with California Code of Regulations Title 8, Section 1532.1. If
lead-based paint is found, abatement would be required to be completed by
a qualified Lead Specialist prior to any demolition activities. Compliance
with existing regulations related to ACM and lead-based paint would reduce
potential impacts to a less than significant level.

Future development accommodated through implementation of the General
Plan Update could involve grading and excavation activities which could
expose construction workers and the public to previously unknown
hazardous substances present in the soil or groundwater. The public could
also be exposed to hazardous materials if new development or
redevelopment were to be located on a current or historical hazardous
material site. Future development associated with implementation of the
General Plan Update would be reviewed at the project-level to determine
whether any development sites are listed on a hazardous materials site. Any
development activities that may occur on documented hazardous materials
sites would be required to undergo remediation and cleanup under the
supervision of the regulatory agencies, such as DTSC and the Los Angeles
RWQCB. In addition to the requirements associated with Federal, State, and
local regulations, the General Plan Update includes policies and actions to
address potential impacts associated with potentially contaminated sites.
Proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-3.1 requires land uses involved
in the production, storage, transportation, handling, or disposal of hazardous
materials be located and operated in a way to reduce risk to neighboring
land uses. Policy PS-3.2 discourages the development of residential uses
adjacent to or near potentially hazardous land uses. Policy PS-3.4 requires
that developers coordinate with the Los Angeles Department of Public
Health, Environmental Health Division and the LACoFD to confirm that
hazardous waste cleanup sites located within the City are remediated by the
property owner in a manner that keeps the public safe. Policy PS-3.5 directs
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the City to monitor through the planning and business permit processes the
operations of businesses and individuals that handle hazardous materials.
PS-3a requires, as part of the development review process, projects that
result in significant risks associated with hazardous materials to include
measures to address the risks and reduce the risks to an acceptable level.
Action PS-3b requires the submittal of information regarding hazardous
materials manufacturing, storage, use, transport, and/or disposal by existing
and proposed businesses and developments to LACoFD. Action PS-3c
requires the protection of the community from hazards related to air
pollution, hazardous materials, and ground and air transportation by
requiring feasible mitigation to be incorporated into new development and
redevelopment proposals to address safety impacts associated with those
proposals. Compliance with General Plan Update goals, policies, and
actions, and existing regulations would reduce potential impacts involving
the release of hazardous materials into the environment as a result of on-site
contamination to a less than significant level.

Long-Term Operations-Related Accidental Release of Hazardous Materials

Long-term operation activities associated with new development could
result in upset and/or accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment. The transport, storage, and handling of
hazardous materials by developers, contractors, business owners, and others
are required to comply with Federal, State, and local regulations during
project construction and operation. Facilities that use hazardous materials
are required to obtain permits from the EPA under the RCRA, which gives
the EPA the authority to control the generation, transportation, treatment,
storage, and disposal of hazardous waste. Additionally, the hazardous
materials regulations included in Federal law govern the transportation of
hazardous materials. Locally, the LACoFD Health Hazardous Materials
Division is the CUPA for Los Angeles County and is responsible for
consolidating, coordinating, and making consistent the administrative
requirements, permits, inspections, and enforcement activities of State
standards regarding the transportation, use, and disposal of hazardous
materials in Los Angeles County, including the Planning Area. The General
Plan Update includes policies and actions to address potential accidental
exposure of individuals as a consequence of unknown existing
environmental contaminants. Proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-
3.1 requires land uses involved in the production, storage, transportation,
handling, or disposal of hazardous materials be located and operated in a
way to reduce risk to neighboring land uses. Policy PS-3.2 discourages the
development of residential uses adjacent to or near potentially hazardous
land uses. Policy PS-3.3 coordinates with Los Angeles County to review
and update, as appropriate, the County’s EOP Hazardous Materials Annex
so that the Plan adequately addresses and responds to potential hazardous
materials incidents within the City. Policy PS-3.4 requires that developers
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coordinate with the Los Angeles Department of Public Health,
Environmental Health Division and the LACoFD to confirm that hazardous
waste cleanup sites located within the City are remediated by the property
owner in a manner that keeps the public safe. Policy PS-3.5 directs the City
to monitor through the planning and business permit processes the
operations of businesses and individuals that handle hazardous materials.
Policy PS-3.6 promotes the routing of vehicles transporting hazardous
materials to transportation corridors posing the minimum risk to the public
and prohibits the parking of vehicles transporting hazardous materials on
City streets. Policy PS-3.7 requires new pipelines or other similar facilities
that would transport hazardous materials to avoid residential areas to the
greatest extent possible. Policy PS-3.8 directs the City to coordinate with
Metro and Burlington Northern and Santa Fe Rail (BNSF) on opportunities
to maintain and improve the safety of the transport of hazardous materials
by rail. Policy PS-3.9 encourages the City to educate residents and
businesses on how to reduce or eliminate the use of hazardous materials and
products as well as appropriate disposal methods. Action PS-3a requires, as
part of the development review process, projects that result in significant
risks associated with hazardous materials to include measures to address the
risks and reduce the risks to an acceptable level. Action PS-3b requires the
submittal of information regarding hazardous materials manufacturing,
storage, use, transport, and/or disposal by existing and proposed businesses
and developments to LACoFD. Action PS-3c requires the protection of the
community from hazards related to air pollution, hazardous materials, and
ground and air transportation by requiring feasible mitigation to be
incorporated into new development and redevelopment proposals to address
safety impacts associated with those proposals. Action PS-3d directs the
City to work with the Los Angeles County Public Works Department to
implement and advertise the Household Hazardous Waste Collection
Program to protect residents from dangers resulting from the use, transport,
and disposal of hazardous materials used in the home, and to provide
informational materials about the County’s Household Hazardous Waste
Collection program, collection facilities, drop-off centers, and the 24-hour
Household Hazardous Waste hotline. Proposed Resource Management
Element Policy RM-2.3 promotes the proper disposal of hazardous waste
through education, monitoring, and enforcement of proper use, storage,
handling, and disposal. Mobility Element Policy M-7.1 directs the City to
maintain a network of local truck routes to facilitate goods movement to
regional roads and to discourage the use of residential roads. Compliance
with all applicable Federal, State, and local laws related to the transport,
storage, and handling of hazardous materials would reduce the likelihood
and severity of accidents, and impacts involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment would be less than significant.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Policy M-7.1: Local Truck Routes. Maintain a network of local truck routes to facilitate
goods movement to regional roads and to discourage the use of residential roads.

Action M-7a: Review and update the City’s designated truck routes as needed while
considering the potential mobility conflicts and the location of sensitive land uses in the
City.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-2.3: Hazardous Waste. Promote the proper disposal of hazardous waste,
including paint, tires, medications, medical sharps, infectious waste, asbestos waste,
construction waste, and electronic waste through education, monitoring, and enforcement
of proper use, storage, handling, and disposal.

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-3: Hazardous Materials. A community protected from the harmful effects of
hazardous materials, hazardous waste, and environmental contamination.

Policy PS-3.1: Compatible Land Uses. Require land uses involved in the production,
storage, transportation, handling, or disposal of hazardous materials be located and
operated in a way to reduce risk to neighboring land uses.

Policy PS-3.2: Safe Residential Uses. Discourage the development of residential uses
adjacent to or near potentially hazardous land uses.

Policy PS-3.3: Emergency Operations. Coordinate with Los Angeles County to review
and update, as appropriate, the County’s Emergency Operations Plan Hazardous Materials
Annex so that the Plan adequately addresses and responds to potential hazardous materials
incidents within the City.

Policy PS-3.4: Cleanup Sites. Require that developers coordinate with the Los Angeles
Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division and the LACoFD to confirm
that hazardous waste cleanup sites located within the City are remediated by the property
owner in a manner that keeps the public safe.

Policy PS-3.5: Monitoring. Monitor through the planning and business permit processes
the operations of businesses and individuals that handle hazardous materials.

Policy PS-3.6: Transportation. Promote the routing of vehicles transporting hazardous
materials to transportation corridors posing the minimum risk to the public and prohibit the
parking of vehicles transporting hazardous materials on City streets.
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Policy PS-3.7: Pipelines. Require new pipelines or other similar facilities that would
transport hazardous materials to avoid residential areas to the greatest extent possible.

Policy PS-3.8: Rail Lines. Coordinate with Metro and Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Rail (BNSF) on opportunities to maintain and improve the safety of the transport of
hazardous materials by rail.

Policy PS-3.9: Public Education. Educate residents and businesses on how to reduce or
eliminate the use of hazardous materials and products as well as appropriate disposal
methods.

Action PS-3a: As part of the development review process, require projects that result in
significant risks associated with hazardous materials to include measures to address the
risks and reduce the risks to an acceptable level.

Action PS-3b: Require the submittal of information regarding hazardous materials
manufacturing, storage, use, transport, and/or disposal by existing and proposed businesses
and developments to LACoFD.

Action PS-3c: Protect the community from hazards related to air pollution, hazardous
materials, and ground and air transportation by requiring feasible mitigation to be
incorporated into new development and redevelopment proposals to address safety impacts
associated with those proposals.

Action PS-3d: Continue to work with the Los Angeles County Public Works Department
to implement and advertise the Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program to protect
residents from dangers resulting from the use, transport, and disposal of hazardous
materials used in the home. Provide informational materials at public locations and links
on the City’s website about the County’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection program,
collection facilities, drop-off centers, and the 24-hour Household Hazardous Waste hotline.

Action PS-3e: Continue to coordinate with the California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources for any development proposed to occur
near oil wells.

3. Hazards Near Schools

Threshold:  Would the project emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HAZ-3, pages 5.9-24 through 5.9-
27)

Explanation: Future development within the Planning Area could potentially emit or
handle hazardous materials within one-quarter mile of an existing or
proposed school. In addition to the requirements associated with Federal,
State, and local regulations, the General Plan Update includes policies and
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actions to address potential impacts associated with hazardous materials.
Public Safety Element Policy PS-3.1 requires land uses involved in the
production, storage, transportation, handling, or disposal of hazardous
materials be located and operated in a way to reduce risk to neighboring
land uses. Policy PS-3.2 discourages the development of residential uses
adjacent to or near potentially hazardous land uses. Policy PS-3.3 directs
the City to coordinate with Los Angeles County to review and update, as
appropriate, the County’s EOP Hazardous Materials Annex so that the Plan
adequately addresses and responds to potential hazardous materials
incidents within the City. Policy PS-3.4 requires that developers coordinate
with the Los Angeles Department of Public Health, Environmental Health
Division and the LACoFD to confirm that hazardous waste cleanup sites
located within the City are remediated by the property owner in a manner
that keeps the public safe. Policy PS-3.5 directs the City to monitor through
the planning and business permit processes the operations of businesses and
individuals that handle hazardous materials. Policy PS-3.6 promotes the
routing of vehicles transporting hazardous materials to transportation
corridors posing the minimum risk to the public and prohibits the parking
of vehicles transporting hazardous materials on City streets. Policy PS-3.7
requires new pipelines or other similar facilities that would transport
hazardous materials to avoid residential areas to the greatest extent possible.
Policy PS-3.8 directs the City to coordinate with Metro and Burlington
Northern and Santa Fe Rail (BNSF) on opportunities to maintain and
improve the safety of the transport of hazardous materials by rail. Policy
PS-3.9 educates residents and businesses on how to reduce or eliminate the
use of hazardous materials and products as well as appropriate disposal
methods. Action PS-3a requires, as part of the development review process,
projects that result in significant risks associated with hazardous materials
to include measures to address the risks and reduce the risks to an acceptable
level. Action PS-3b requires the submittal of information regarding
hazardous materials manufacturing, storage, use, transport, and/or disposal
by existing and proposed businesses and developments to LACoFD. Action
PS-3c requires the protection of the community from hazards related to air
pollution, hazardous materials, and ground and air transportation by
requiring feasible mitigation to be incorporated into new development and
redevelopment proposals to address safety impacts associated with those
proposals. Action PS-3d directs the City to work with the Los Angeles
County Public Works Department to implement and advertise the
Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program to protect residents from
dangers resulting from the use, transport, and disposal of hazardous
materials used in the home, and to provide informational materials about
the County’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection program, collection
facilities, drop-off centers, and the 24-hour Household Hazardous Waste
hotline. Mobility Element Action M-7a directs the City to review and
update the City’s designated truck routes as needed while considering the
potential mobility conflicts and the location of sensitive land uses in the
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City. Implementation of the safety procedures and regulations mandated by
applicable Federal, State, and local laws and the General Plan Update
policies and actions would ensure that potential risks resulting from the
routine transportation, use, storage, or disposal of hazardous materials or
hazardous wastes in proximity to a school associated with implementation
of the General Plan Update would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Policy M-7.1: Local Truck Routes. Maintain a network of local truck routes to facilitate
goods movement to regional roads and to discourage the use of residential roads.

Action M-7a: Review and update the City’s designated truck routes as needed while
considering the potential mobility conflicts and the location of sensitive land uses in the
City.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-2.3: Hazardous Waste. Promote the proper disposal of hazardous waste,
including paint, tires, medications, medical sharps, infectious waste, asbestos waste,
construction waste, and electronic waste through education, monitoring, and enforcement
of proper use, storage, handling, and disposal.

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-3: Hazardous Materials. A community protected from the harmful effects of
hazardous materials, hazardous waste, and environmental contamination.

Policy PS-3.1: Compatible Land Uses. Require land uses involved in the production,
storage, transportation, handling, or disposal of hazardous materials be located and
operated in a way to reduce risk to neighboring land uses.

Policy PS-3.2: Safe Residential Uses. Discourage the development of residential uses
adjacent to or near potentially hazardous land uses.

Policy PS-3.3: Emergency Operations. Coordinate with Los Angeles County to review
and update, as appropriate, the County’s Emergency Operations Plan Hazardous Materials
Annex so that the Plan adequately addresses and responds to potential hazardous materials
incidents within the City.

Policy PS-3.4: Cleanup Sites. Require that developers coordinate with the Los Angeles
Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division and the LACoFD to confirm
that hazardous waste cleanup sites located within the City are remediated by the property
owner in a manner that keeps the public safe.
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Policy PS-3.5: Monitoring. Monitor through the planning and business permit processes
the operations of businesses and individuals that handle hazardous materials.

Policy PS-3.6: Transportation. Promote the routing of vehicles transporting hazardous
materials to transportation corridors posing the minimum risk to the public and prohibit the
parking of vehicles transporting hazardous materials on City streets.

Policy PS-3.7: Pipelines. Require new pipelines or other similar facilities that would
transport hazardous materials to avoid residential areas to the greatest extent possible.

Policy PS-3.8: Rail Lines. Coordinate with Metro and Burlington Northern and Santa Fe
Rail (BNSF) on opportunities to maintain and improve the safety of the transport of
hazardous materials by rail.

Policy PS-3.9: Public Education. Educate residents and businesses on how to reduce or
eliminate the use of hazardous materials and products as well as appropriate disposal
methods.

Action PS-3a: As part of the development review process, require projects that result in
significant risks associated with hazardous materials to include measures to address the
risks and reduce the risks to an acceptable level.

Action PS-3b: Require the submittal of information regarding hazardous materials
manufacturing, storage, use, transport, and/or disposal by existing and proposed businesses
and developments to LACoFD.

Action PS-3c: Protect the community from hazards related to air pollution, hazardous
materials, and ground and air transportation by requiring feasible mitigation to be
incorporated into new development and redevelopment proposals to address safety impacts
associated with those proposals.

Action PS-3d: Continue to work with the Los Angeles County Public Works Department
to implement and advertise the Household Hazardous Waste Collection Program to protect
residents from dangers resulting from the use, transport, and disposal of hazardous
materials used in the home. Provide informational materials at public locations and links
on the City’s website about the County’s Household Hazardous Waste Collection program,
collection facilities, drop-off centers, and the 24-hour Household Hazardous Waste hotline.

Action PS-3e: Continue to coordinate with the California Department of Conservation
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources for any development proposed to occur
near oil wells.

4. Waste Sites

Threshold: ~ Would the project be located on a site which is included on a list of
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to Government Code Section
65962.5 and, as a result, would it create a significant hazard to the public or
the environment?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HAZ-4, pages 5.9-27 through 5.9-
29)

There are no active hazardous waste facilities cleanup sites within the
Planning Area listed in the EnviroStor database. There are three open LUST
sites undergoing remediation within the Planning Area. Additionally, the
Planning Area contains one active facility listed in the SWIS database.
These sites comprise the Cortese list, compiled pursuant to Government
Code Section 65962.5. Future development associated with implementation
of the General Plan Update would be evaluated at the project-level to
determine whether any development sites are listed on a hazardous
materials site. Any development activities occurring on documented
hazardous materials sites would be required to undergo remediation and
cleanup under the supervision of the DTSC and the Los Angeles RWQCB
prior to construction. The General Plan Update includes policies and actions
to address potential impacts associated with hazardous materials sites.
Proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-3.1 requires land uses involved
in the production, storage, transportation, handling, or disposal of hazardous
materials be located and operated in a way to reduce risk to neighboring
land uses. Policy PS-3.2 discourages the development of residential uses
adjacent to or near potentially hazardous land uses. Policy PS-3.3 directs
the City to coordinate with Los Angeles County to review and update, as
appropriate, the County’s EOP Hazardous Materials Annex so that the Plan
adequately addresses and responds to potential hazardous materials
incidents within the City. Policy PS-3.4 requires that developers coordinate
with the Los Angeles Department of Public Health, Environmental Health
Division and the LACoFD to confirm that hazardous waste cleanup sites
located within the City are remediated by the property owner in a manner
that keeps the public safe. Policy PS-3.5 directs the City to monitor through
the planning and business permit processes the operations of businesses and
individuals that handle hazardous materials. Action PS-3a requires, as part
of the development review process, projects that result in significant risks
associated with hazardous materials to include measures to address the risks
and reduce the risks to an acceptable level. Action PS-3b requires the
submittal of information regarding hazardous materials manufacturing,
storage, use, transport, and/or disposal by existing and proposed businesses
and developments to LACoFD. Action PS-3c requires the protection of the
community from hazards related to air pollution, hazardous materials, and
ground and air transportation by requiring feasible mitigation to be
incorporated into new development and redevelopment proposals to address
safety impacts associated with those proposals. Compliance with General
Plan Update goals, policies, and actions, and existing regulations would
reduce potential impacts involving the hazardous materials sites.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-3: Hazardous Materials. A community protected from the harmful effects of
hazardous materials, hazardous waste, and environmental contamination.

Policy PS-3.1: Compatible Land Uses. Require land uses involved in the production,
storage, transportation, handling, or disposal of hazardous materials be located and
operated in a way to reduce risk to neighboring land uses.

Policy PS-3.2: Safe Residential Uses. Discourage the development of residential uses
adjacent to or near potentially hazardous land uses.

Policy PS-3.3: Emergency Operations. Coordinate with Los Angeles County to review
and update, as appropriate, the County’s Emergency Operations Plan Hazardous Materials
Annex so that the Plan adequately addresses and responds to potential hazardous materials
incidents within the City.

Policy PS-3.4: Cleanup Sites. Require that developers coordinate with the Los Angeles
Department of Public Health, Environmental Health Division and the LACoFD to confirm
that hazardous waste cleanup sites located within the City are remediated by the property
owner in a manner that keeps the public safe.

Policy PS-3.5: Monitoring. Monitor through the planning and business permit processes
the operations of businesses and individuals that handle hazardous materials.

Action PS-3a: As part of the development review process, require projects that result in
significant risks associated with hazardous materials to include measures to address the
risks and reduce the risks to an acceptable level.

Action PS-3b: Require the submittal of information regarding hazardous materials
manufacturing, storage, use, transport, and/or disposal by existing and proposed businesses
and developments to LACoFD.

Action PS-3c: Protect the community from hazards related to air pollution, hazardous
materials, and ground and air transportation by requiring feasible mitigation to be
incorporated into new development and redevelopment proposals to address safety impacts
associated with those proposals.

5. Public Airports

Threshold:  For a project located within an airport land use plan or, where such a plan
has not been adopted, within two miles of a public airport or public use
airport, would the project result in a safety hazard or excessive noise for
people residing or working in the project area?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HAZ-5, pages 5.9-29)
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Explanation:

There are no airports within the Planning Area. The closest airports to the
Planning Area are the Hawthorne Municipal Airport, located approximately
1.5 miles to the northeast, and LAX, located approximately 2.5 miles to the
northwest. According to the Los Angeles County ALUC, Lawndale is not
located within the Hawthorne Municipal Airport Influence Area or the LAX
Airport Influence Area. While the Planning Area is within two miles of a
public use airport, it is not within the area identified in an airport land use
plan as being adversely affected (i.e., within the Airport Influence Area).
As such, impacts with regard to safety hazards to people residing or working
in the Planning Area would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no General

Plan Update goals, policies, or actions specific to airports

6. Emergency Plans

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HAZ-6, pages 5.9-29 through 5.9-
32)

The General Plan Update would allow a variety of new residential and non-
residential development, which would result in increased jobs and
population in the Planning Area. The County OAERP addresses the planned
response to extraordinary situations associated with natural disasters and/or
human caused incidents, including wildfires, and outlines mutual aid
provisions within the Los Angeles County OA. The City’s EOP addresses
the City’s planned response to natural or human-caused disasters and
describes the organizational structures, roles, responsibilities, policies and
protocols for providing emergency support. The EOP does not provide a
specific evacuation route map, as evacuation measures would be
implemented based on the specific emergency and area affected. The
General Plan Update incorporates the City’s EOP by reference into the City
of Lawndale’s Public Safety Element

The General Plan Update identifies major arterials as the primary routes for
evacuation; however, evacuation routes would depend upon the emergency
event and area affected. The General Plan Update includes policies and
actions to address emergency response and evacuation. Proposed Public
Safety Element Policy PS-1.3 requires the implementation emergency
preparedness and response measures in coordination with Los Angeles
County including periodic trainings with staff and/or participation in
County trainings on emergency operations procedures and responses.
Policy PS-1.5 encourages the support policies and programs that facilitate
the availability of adequate resources to respond to health, fire, and police
emergencies. Action PS-1b directs the City to implement and update (as
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necessary) the City’s EOP.

Future development within the Planning Area is not anticipated to result in
the substantial modification of roadways surrounding specific development
sites or the placement of any permanent physical barriers on adjacent
roadways. There is the potential that traffic lanes located immediately
adjacent to a development site may be temporarily closed or controlled by
construction personnel during construction activities. However, any
temporary construction activity would adhere to Municipal Code Section
17.36.220, which requires sidewalks, public streets, and, alleys adjacent to
construction sites to be kept free of debris or other materials that could
interfere with circulation for the duration of construction activities, as well
as sixty days following substantial completion of such construction.
Additionally, the applicant of any proposed development would be required
to submit appropriate plans for plan review to ensure compliance with
zoning, building, and fire codes prior to the issuance of a building permit.
LACoFD would review the proposed development for access requirements,
minimum driveway widths, fire apparatus access roads, fire lanes, signage,
access devices and gates, access walkways, among other requirements to
ensure adequate emergency access would be provided to and within the site.
The proposed development would be required to comply with all applicable
Building and Fire Code requirements and would submit construction plans
to the Fire Department’s Engineering Building Plan Check Unit for review
and approval prior to issuance of any building permit. Approval by the Fire
Department would ensure that construction and operation of future projects
associated with implementation of the General Plan Update would not
impair or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan.

Primary access to all major roads would be maintained during construction
of future developments within the Planning Area. As part of the site plan
and design review process, future development projects would be reviewed
for adequate infrastructure and access as well as consistency with adopted
emergency and evacuation plans among many other environmental issues
in order to ensure the safety of City residents and the physical environment.
Therefore, impacts associated with adopted emergency response or
evacuation plans would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-1: Emergency Operations. A community prepared to provide effective response
and recovery efforts in the event of an emergency.

Policy PS-1.1: Citywide Safety. Support projects, programs, policies, and regulations that
help to mitigate potential impacts associated with natural and man-made hazards.
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Policy PS-1.2: Critical Facilities. Coordinate with service providers to promote the
resilience of critical facilities, lifeline services, and infrastructure, and plan for the use of
critical facilities during post-disaster response and recovery.

Policy PS-1.3: Emergency Preparedness and Response. Continue to implement
emergency preparedness and response measures in coordination with Los Angeles County
including periodic trainings with staff and/or participation in County trainings on
emergency operations procedures and responses.

Policy PS-1.4: Local Hazard Mitigation. Regularly maintain and update natural and man-
made hazard information relevant to the Lawndale Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Policy PS-1.5: Resources. Support policies and programs that facilitate the availability of
adequate resources to respond to health, fire, and police emergencies.

Policy PS-1.6: Emergency Access. Investigate and seek out opportunities to improve
emergency access and circulation throughout the community.

Policy PS-1.7: Public Safety Education. Promote public safety education programs to
educate on emergency preparedness, reduce accidents, injuries, and fires, and to train
members of the public to respond to emergencies.

Policy PS-1.8: Cooperation. Collaborate with the school district, businesses, nonprofit
organizations, and community members/groups to maintain safety throughout the City.

Action PS-1a: Regularly review and coordinate emergency response procedures with Los
Angeles County and State emergency response procedures.

Action PS-1b: Continue to implement and update (when relevant) the City’s Emergency
Operations Plan.

Action PS-1c: Continue to implement and update (at least every five years) the City’s
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Action PS-1d: Coordinate with local agencies and organizations to develop and distribute
informational brochures and give presentations to civic groups and local schools to educate
residents and businesses about appropriate actions to take during an emergency situation.

Action PS-1e: Investigate and pursue available funding sources to fund safety programs,
provide services, upgrade/construct facilities, and purchase equipment.

Action PS-1f: Promote after school programs, volunteer programs, and Business and
Neighborhood Watch programs to help maintain a safe environment.
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7. Wildland Fires
Threshold: ~ Would the project expose people or structures, either directly or indirectly,
to a significant risk of loss, injury or death involving wildland fires?
Finding: I?:g)ss than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HAZ-7, pages 5.9-32 through 5.9-
Explanation: The Planning Area is not located within a designated Fire Hazard Severity

Zone (FHSZ) in State Responsibility Areas (SRA) or Local Responsibility
Areas (LRA). The Planning Area is predominantly flat, built-out, and
surrounded by highly urbanized development. Urbanized land does not
typically facilitate the spread of wildfire in the same manner as vegetated,
open space areas.

The General Plan Update Public Safety Element includes goals and policies
to address public safety and emergency services, including fire protection
services. Proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-4.1 directs the City to
coordinate fire protection services with LACOFD so that sufficient capacity,
stations, personnel, and equipment are available to meet needs in Lawndale
for fire protection and related emergency services. Policy PS-4.2 involves
LACOoFD in the development review process so that fire safety is addressed
in new and modified developments. Policy PS-4.4 requires that all
buildings and facilities within the City comply with local, State, and Federal
regulatory standards such as the California Building and Fire Codes, as well
as other applicable fire safety standards. Action PS-4a requires all new
habitable structures be designed in accordance with the most recent
California Building and Fire Code with local amendments adopted by the
City.

Future development allowed under the General Plan Update would be
required to comply with the provisions of Federal, State, and local
requirements related to wildland fire hazards, including State fire safety
regulations associated with wildland-urban interfaces, fire-safe building
standards, and defensible space requirements. As future development and
infrastructure projects are considered by the City, each project would be
evaluated for potential impacts, specific to the project, associated with
wildland fire hazards as required under CEQA. Therefore, through
compliance with existing Federal, State, and local laws and regulations
related to wildland fire hazards and implementation of the General Plan
Update goals, policies, and actions, impact regarding the exposure of people
or structures to significant loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires
would be less than significant.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-4: Fire Hazards. A community protected from loss of life or injury and damage
to property due to fire hazards.

Policy PS-4.1: Fire Protection Services. Coordinate fire protection services with
LACOoFD so that sufficient capacity, stations, personnel, and equipment are available to
meet needs in Lawndale for fire protection and related emergency services.

Policy PS-4.2: Development Review. Involve LACOFD in the development review
process so that fire safety is addressed in new and modified developments.

Policy PS-4.3: Emergency Access. Require all new developments provide adequate
access for emergency vehicles and evacuation as part of the development review process.

Policy PS-4.4: Building Fire Codes. Require that all buildings and facilities within the
City comply with local, State, and Federal regulatory standards such as the California
Building and Fire Codes, as well as other applicable fire safety standards.

Policy PS-4.5: Hazard Mitigation Plans. Coordinate with local, State, and Federal
agencies to update emergency, evacuation, and hazard mitigation plans, as necessary.

Action PS-4a: Require all new habitable structures be designed in accordance with the
most recent California Building and Fire Code with local amendments adopted by the City.

Action PS-4b: Work with LACoFD to disseminate educational programs for residents on
fire hazard risks and fire safety measures.

. HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

1. Water Quality Standards

Threshold: ~ Would the project violate any water quality standards or waste discharge
requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or groundwater

quality?
Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HWQ-1, pages 5.10-17 through
5.10-21)

Explanation: Grading, excavation, removal of vegetation cover, and loading activities
associated with future construction activities could temporarily increase
runoff, erosion, and sedimentation. Construction activities also could result
in soil compaction and wind erosion impacts that could adversely affect
soils and reduce the revegetation potential at construction sites and staging
areas. The General Plan Update sets policies and actions for build-out of the
City, but it does not envision or authorize any specific development project.
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Because of this, the site-specific details of potential future development
projects are currently unknown and analysis of potential impacts of such
projects is not feasible and would be speculative. However, each future
project must include detailed project specific drainage plans that control
storm water runoff and erosion, both during and after construction. The
RWQCB would require a project-specific SWPPP to be prepared for each
future project that disturbs an area one acre or larger. The SWPPPs would
include project-specific best management measures that are designed to
control drainage and erosion. For projects disturbing less than one acre,
Lawndale Municipal Code Section 13.12.070 would require compliance
with minimum BMPs to reduce the discharge of pollutants.

Future development projects within the Planning Area would be required to
be consistent with the MS4 Permit and Lawndale Municipal Code Chapter
3.16, which contains a number of requirements to control stormwater
pollution, including post-construction runoff pollution reduction BMPs
implemented through the SUSMP, including LID structural and non-
structural BMPs to effectively reduce the amount of impervious area of a
completed project site and promote the use of infiltration and other controls
that reduce runoff; source control BMPs prevent runoff contact with
pollutant materials that would otherwise be discharged to the MS4; and
structural and non-structural BMPs for specific types of uses. Waters that
are listed under Section 303(d) of the CWA are known as “impaired.” The
Planning Area includes a portion of the Dominguez Channel (lined portion
above Vermont Avenue), which is listed on the Section 303(d) list as a
Category 5 water body. Continued compliance with the Dominguez
Channel Watershed Management Area EWMP, which in part requires the
implementation of BMPs to reduce discharge of pollutants in stormwater to
the maximum extent practicable, would help address water quality priorities
and ensure compliance with the established regulatory framework,
including the CWA. Storm drain infrastructure in the City is jointly owned
and operated by the City and County. The provision and maintenance of
stormwater detention facilities, as needed, would reduce runoff rates and
peak flows

The General Plan Update proposes goals, policies, and actions that aim to
enhance stormwater quality and infiltration, as well as ensure development
projects are reviewed to identify potential stormwater and drainage impacts
and require development to include measures to confirm off-site runoff is
not increased beyond pre-development levels. Proposed Resource
Management Element Policy RM-6.2 encourages all public and private
landscaping in new development and significantly altered redevelopment
projects to be designed to reduce water demand, prevent erosion, decrease
flooding, and reduce pollutants through the installation of irrigation
systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper soil
preparation. Policy RM-6.4 directs the City to work cooperatively with local
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water agencies to effectively and efficiently manage stormwater runoff as
part of the City’s multi-pronged water conservation strategy. Action RM-
6a requires the implementation of BMPs and compliance with the City’s
MS4 permit to control stormwater runoff and prevent water quality
impairment. Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy CF-4.1
encourages LACFCD to maintain sufficient levels of storm drainage service
and improve flood control facilities and channel segments. Policy CF-4.2
encourages stormwater to be directed towards permeable surfaces to allow
for more percolation of stormwater into the ground. Policy CF-4.3 promotes
BMPs and LID measures to treat stormwater before discharge from the site.
Policy CF-4.4 directs the City to participate in regional programs to
implement the NPDES program. Action CF-4a ensures the City continues
to implement the Watershed Control Measures identified in the EWMP for
the Dominguez Channel WMA. Action CF-4b directs the City to work with
the Los Angeles RWQCB, LACFCD, and Dominguez Channel WMA
Group to meet the requirements of the MS4 Permit. Action CF-4d ensures
City review of development projects to identify potential storm drain and
drainage impacts and requires developments to include measures to ensure
that off-site runoff is not increased beyond pre-development levels during
rain and flood events. Action CF-4e requires project designs to minimize
drainage concentrations, minimize impervious coverage, utilize pervious
paving materials, utilize LID strategies, and utilize BMPs to reduce
stormwater runoff. Existing regulatory requirements that manage water
quality include requirements to obtain approval from the RWQCB for
NPDES permits, other discharge permits, WQMPs, SWPPPs, and to
implement BMPs. These regulatory requirements are intended to ensure that
water quality does not degrade to levels that would violate water quality
standards. Through implementation of the General Plan Update policies and
actions, implementation of the Municipal Code requirements identified
above, compliance with mandatory Federal and State regulations, and
compliance with the existing regulations for the Dominguez Channel
Watershed, future development projects associated with implementation of
the General Plan Update would not violate water quality standards or waste
discharge requirements or otherwise substantially degrade surface or
groundwater quality.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-6.2: Landscaping. Encourage all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce
water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through the
installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper
soil preparation.
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Policy RM-6.4: Stormwater. Work cooperatively with local water agencies to effectively
and efficiently manage stormwater runoff as part of the City’s multi-pronged water
conservation strategy.

Action RM-6a: To reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff, require new
development and redevelopment projects to control stormwater runoff through
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent any deterioration of
water quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. Existing
development shall control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water
quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. As specific
development projects are implemented, project proponents will be required to consult with
relevant agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFGQG). Also, ensure that projects of one acre or more complete a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pursuant to State of California, Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and the City’s MS4 permit (order no. R4-2012-0175
(NPDES No. CAS 004001).

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Policy CF-4.1: Maintain Capacity. Encourage the Los Angeles County Flood Control
District (LACFCD) to maintain sufficient levels of storm drainage service, improve flood
control facilities and channel segments, and implement other best practices in order to
protect the community from flood hazards.

Policy CF-4.2: Stormwater Runoff. Encourage stormwater be directed towards
permeable surfaces to allow for more percolation of stormwater into the ground.

Policy CF-4.3: Stormwater Treatments. Promote Best Management Practices (BMPS)
and Low Impact Development measures (LID) to treat stormwater before discharge from
the site.

Policy CF-4.4: National Programs. Cooperate in regional programs to implement the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System program.

Action CF-4a: Continue to implement the Watershed Control Measures identified in the
Enhanced Watershed Management Program (EWMP) for the Dominguez Channel
Watershed Management Area Group. Review and update as needed.

Action CF-4b: Work with the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB), Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD), and Dominguez
Channel Watershed Management Area (DCWMA) Group to meet the requirements of
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit Order R4-2012-0175.

Action CF-4c: Encourage new developments and/or public roadway projects to
incorporate recommendations from the Dominguez Watershed Management Master Plan,
including:
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o Use of pervious pavement during development and redevelopment;
o Install and maintain catch basin inserts in high priority areas;
° Reduce green waste to storm drains;
o Create grassy swales and/or vegetated areas to treat urban runoff;
o Perform roadway improvements using vegetated medians, buffers and/or
parkways;
o Use water-wise landscaping;
o Use and expansion of the recycled water system; and
o Installation of rainwater harvesting systems and cisterns.

Action CF-4d: Continue to review development projects to identify potential storm drain
and drainage impacts and require developments to include measures to ensure that off-site
runoff is not increased beyond pre-development levels during rain and flood events.

Action CF-4e: Project designs shall minimize drainage concentrations, minimize
impervious coverage, utilize pervious paving materials, utilize low impact development
(LID) strategies, and utilize Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce stormwater

runoff.
2. Groundwater Supplies

Threshold: ~ Would the project substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge such that the project may impede
sustainable groundwater management of the basin?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HWQ-2, pages 5.10-21 through
5.10-24)

Explanation: The Planning Area is underlain by the West Coast Basin of the Coastal Plain

of the Los Angeles Groundwater Basin. The West Coast Basin is an
adjudicated basin; groundwater extraction is monitored by the court-
appointed Watermaster, who administers and enforces the terms of the West
Coast Basin Judgment and reports annually to the Court on significant
groundwater-related events that occur in the Basin. Potable water in the
Planning Area is provided by the Golden State Water Company (GSWC)
Southwest System. GSWC Southwest uses adjudicated groundwater
supplies from the Central Basin and West Coast Basin for use in its service
area.

Project implementation would provide opportunities for residential and
non-residential development and is expected to result in increased
population growth in the Planning Area, and a corresponding increase in the
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demand for additional water supplies. However, the West Coast Basin
Adjudication and Central Basin Adjudication limit the volumes of water
that each party may extract from the respective basin through an Allowed
Pumping Allocation (APA). The Watermaster is charged with monitoring
and reporting the basins’ conditions in order to ensure groundwater
overdraft and sea water intrusion do not occur. Although Project
implementation could result in an increased demand for water supplies,
which have not been accounted for in the Urban Water Management Plan
(UWMP), the Project would not cause GSWC to pump additional
groundwater supplies beyond its allocation or beyond the APA authorized
through the adjudication of each basin. Thus, the Project would not
substantially decrease groundwater supplies that would impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin.

Although future development activities have the potential to increase
impervious areas, these areas are limited and do not provide for substantial
groundwater recharge within the Planning Area. Recharge to the West
Coast Basin’s groundwater supply is mostly underflow from the Central
Basin, through the Newport-Inglewood fault zone, and injection into the
West Coast Basin; natural sources of groundwater recharge from
percolation of precipitation, irrigation return flow from fields and lawns,
and other applied surface waters are relatively minor. Development
activities associated with implementation of the Project would consist of
infill and redevelopment on currently urbanized sites. Given that future
development associated with implementation of the Project would not
appreciably add to the volume of imperious surfaces in the Planning Area,
potential impacts to groundwater recharge such that the Project may impede
sustainable groundwater management of the basin would be less than
significant.

The General Plan Update includes policies and actions that support water
conservation, groundwater management, and coordination with local water
districts when planning for adequate capacity to accommodate future
growth. Proposed Resource Management Element Policy RM-6.1 promotes
water conservation strategies using innovative strategies and contemporary
best practices. Policy RM-6.2 encourages all public and private landscaping
in new development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be
designed to reduce water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and
reduce pollutants through the installation of irrigation systems, the selection
of appropriate plant materials, and proper soil preparation. Action RM-6b
calls for the City to participate in programs that seek to expand the
availability and use of recycled water for irrigation where feasible and
legally permitted. Under Action RM-6c, the City will work with local water
agencies and service providers to: implement groundwater recharge
programs; participate in water conservation programs; establish water
conservation education programs; require water efficient landscaping;
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expand the production and use of reclaimed water; and require water
conservation devices in new development and rehabilitation projects.
Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy CF-2.1 directs City
coordination with local water districts when considering land use changes
in order to assist the districts in planning for adequate capacity to
accommodate future growth. Policy CF-2.2 encourages the use and
expansion of recycled water. Policy CF-2.3 considers the impacts of climate
change in projections used to establish which water supply, distribution
facilities, and conservation efforts are necessary to sustain future water
demands. Action CF-2a requires the development review process to ensure
sufficient water supply and water infrastructure capacity is available to
serve the proposed development prior to approval of the project. Action CF-
2c directs the City to cooperate with the State, regional, and local water
agencies and suppliers to participate in programs that seek to expand the
availability and use of recycled water for irrigation where feasible and
legally permitted. Implementation of the General Plan policies, combined
with continued management of the West Coast and Central Basins, would
further ensure that future development anticipated by the General Plan
Update would not substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere
substantially with groundwater recharge.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-6.1: Conservation. Promote residential, commercial and institutional water
conservation strategies using multiple innovative strategies and contemporary best
practices.

Policy RM-6.2: Landscaping. Encourage all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce
water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through the
installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper
soil preparation.

Action RM-6b: In cooperation with the State, Regional and local water agencies and
suppliers, participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled
water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted. Cooperate with these agencies to
establish standards and regulations for the use of recycled water in development projects.

Action RM-6¢: Work with local water agencies and service providers, regional
wholesalers, and private developers to encourage water conservation in the following
ways:

o Implementing groundwater recharge programs;
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o Participating in water conservation programs operated by the local and Regional
water districts;
o Establishing water conservation education programs;
o Requiring Water-Efficient Landscaping for public and private areas, including

parks and recreational facilities, in accordance with the Water-Efficient Landscape
requirements;

o Expanding the production and use of reclaimed (recycled) water;

o Requiring the incorporation of water conservation devices, including low flush
toilets, flow restriction devices, and water conserving appliances in both new public
and private development projects and rehabilitation projects.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Policy CF-2.1: Water Supply Needs. Coordinate with local water districts when
considering land use changes in order to assist the districts in planning for adequate
capacity to accommodate future growth.

Policy CF-2.2: Use of Recycled Water. Encourage the use of recycled water in
development projects and landscaping; implement best practices (e.g., dual plumbing) to
expand recycled water use when safe, financially feasible, and available.

Policy CF-2.3: Climate Change Impacts. Consider the impacts of climate change in
projections used to establish which water supply, distribution facilities, and conservation
efforts are necessary to sustain future water demands.

Policy CF-2a: Through the development review process, require that sufficient water
supply and water infrastructure capacity is available to serve the development prior to
approval of the project, pursuant to Water Code Section 10910 and Government Code
Section 66473.7.

Policy CF-2c: In cooperation with the State, Regional, and Local water agencies and
suppliers, participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled
water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted.

3. Erosion, Siltation, Flooding, and Runoff

Threshold: ~ Would the project substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site
or area, including through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or
through the addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:
result in substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; substantially increase
the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in
flooding on- or offsite; create or contribute runoff water which would
exceed the capacity of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or
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Finding:

Explanation:

provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff; or impede or
redirect flood flows?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HWQ-3, pages 5.10-24 through
5.10-29)

Erosion and Siltation

Implementation under the General Plan Update would result in new
development and redevelopment projects with the potential to increase the
area of impervious surfaces and/or result in alteration of existing drainage
patterns. Future development under the General Plan Update would be
subject to NPDES permit requirements that address the control of erosion
and siltation. This includes the Construction General Permit, which requires
a SWPPP and the effective implementation of erosion control measures for
projects greater than one acre in size (or part of a larger plan of
development). The Los Angeles RWQCB conducts inspections and
enforces the Construction General Permit at construction sites.
Additionally, Lawndale Municipal Code Section 13.12.070 requires
applicants for grading or building permits within the City to provide
satisfactory proof of compliance with the Construction General Permit,
including a SWPPP, when applicable. Applicants that are not required to
comply with the Construction General Permit are required to implement a
grading and construction activity runoff control program.

Development under the General Plan Update would also be subject to the
post-construction requirements of the MS4 NPDES permit. Lawndale
Municipal Code Section 13.16.060 requires applicable development and
redevelopment projects to submit a SUSMP for City review and approval,
which is required to be incorporated into the applicant’s project plans. The
SUSMP ensures that implementing project designs have incorporated LID
BMPs for the effective treatment of pollutants of concern in stormwater
runoff from a design storm event. Section 13.16.070 requires BMPs to be
used on slopes or channels in subject new development or redevelopment
projects. Section 13.16.110 requires ongoing maintenance of structural or
treatment control BMPs by subject development and redevelopment
projects.

Further, the General Plan Update Public Safety Element and Resource
Management Element includes goals, policies, and actions that address
erosion and siltation from the addition of impervious surfaces and alteration
of existing drainage patterns. Proposed Resource Management Element
Policy RM-6.2 encourages all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be
designed to reduce water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and
reduce pollutants through the installation of irrigation systems, the selection
of appropriate plant materials, and proper soil preparation. Policy RM-6.4
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directs the City to work cooperatively with local water agencies to
effectively and efficiently manage stormwater runoff as part of the City’s
multi-pronged water conservation strategy. Action RM-6a requires the
implementation of BMPs and compliance with the City’s MS4 permit to
control stormwater runoff and prevent water quality impairment. Policy CF-
4.3 promotes BMPs and LID measures to treat stormwater before discharge
from the site. Policy CF-4.4 directs the City to participate in regional
programs to implement the NPDES program. Action CF-4a ensures the City
continues to implement the Watershed Control Measures identified in the
EWMP for the Dominguez Channel WMA.. Action CF-4b directs the City
to work with the Los Angeles RWQCB, LACFCD, and Dominguez
Channel WMA Group to meet the requirements of the MS4 Permit. Action
CF-4e requires project designs to minimize drainage concentrations,
minimize impervious coverage, utilize pervious paving materials, utilize
LID strategies, and utilize BMPs to reduce stormwater runoff. Through
implementation of the General Plan Update policies and existing
regulations, erosion/siltation impacts from changes to the existing drainage
patterns and increasing impervious surfaces would be less than significant.

Surface Runoff

The Planning Area is primarily developed, with limited areas of pervious
surfaces. Although future development activities have the potential to
slightly increase impervious areas within the Planning Area, the majority of
development activities associated with implementation of the Project would
consist of infill and redevelopment on currently urbanized sites. Federal,
State, and local regulations would require individual projects to provide the
on-site storm drain infrastructure and any off-site infrastructure
improvements to ensure stormwater runoff associated with the proposed
development would be adequately captured and conveyed into the City’s
storm drain system and LACFCD facilities. Therefore, implementation of
the Project would not substantially increase the rate or amount of surface
runoff which would result in flooding on- or offsite or create or contribute
runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems. Impacts would be less than significant in this
regard.

The General Plan Update contains policies and actions to provide adequate
stormwater infrastructure for flood control and to reduce run-off quantity.
Proposed Resource Management Element Policy RM-6.4 directs the City to
work cooperatively with local water agencies to effectively and efficiently
manage stormwater runoff as part of the City’s multi-pronged water
conservation strategy. Action RM-6a requires the implementation of BMPs
and compliance with the City’s MS4 permit to control stormwater runoff
and prevent water quality impairment. Proposed Community Facilities
Element Policy CF-4.1 encourages LACFCD to maintain sufficient levels
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of storm drainage service and improve flood control facilities and channel
segments. Policy CF-4.2 encourages stormwater to be directed towards
permeable surfaces to allow for more percolation of stormwater into the
ground. Policy CF-4.3 promotes BMPs and LID measures to treat
stormwater before discharge from the site. Policy CF-4.4 directs the City to
participate in regional programs to implement the NPDES program. Action
CF-4a ensures the City continues to implement the Watershed Control
Measures identified in the EWMP for the Dominguez Channel WMA.
Action CF-4b directs the City to work with the Los Angeles RWQCB,
LACFCD, and Dominguez Channel WMA Group to meet the requirements
of the MS4 Permit. Action CF-4d ensures City review of development
projects to identify potential storm drain and drainage impacts and requires
developments to include measures to ensure that off-site runoff is not
increased beyond pre-development levels during rain and flood events.
Action CF-4e requires project designs to minimize drainage concentrations,
minimize impervious coverage, utilize pervious paving materials, utilize
LID strategies, and utilize BMPs to reduce stormwater runoff. Additionally,
Lawndale Municipal Code Chapter 17.88, Water Efficient Landscape,
establishes requirements and standards for water efficient landscapes in new
and substantially altered or expanded existing development projects,
including the integration of stormwater BMPs into landscape design plans
to minimize runoff and to increase on-site rainwater retention and
infiltration. Through implementation of the General Plan Update Plan
policies and actions and existing Federal, State, and local regulations
discussed above, runoff would not exceed the capacity of drainage systems,
provide substantial additional sources of polluted runoff, or cause flooding
impacts from changes to the existing drainage patterns and increased
impervious surfaces. Therefore, impacts would be less than significant.

Flood Flows

The Planning Area is highly urbanized and primarily developed with
residential and non-residential uses. The Dominguez Channel is a
channelized watercourse that runs through the eastern portion of the
Planning Area. The Project does not propose any changes to the Dominguez
Channel and would not result in the alteration of the course of a river or
stream. There are no mapped flood hazard zones located within the Planning
Area; the entire Planning Area is located within an area of minimal flood
hazard. The General Plan Update sets policies and actions for buildout of
the City, but does not envision or authorize any specific development
project. The General Plan Update contains policies and actions designed to
reduce runoff flows and flood risk in the City. Proposed Public Safety
Element Policy PS-5.1 coordinates with local, State, and Federal agencies
so that the City’s regulations related to flood control comply with Federal,
State, and Local standards. Policy PS-5.3 requires development projects to
adhere to the latest building, site, and design codes to avoid or minimize the
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risk of flooding hazards in the community. Policy PS-5.4 encourages new
developments that add substantial amounts of impervious surfaces to
integrate LID BMPs to reduce stormwater runoff. Policy PS-5.6 directs the
City to maintain and regularly assess the status of local storm drainage
infrastructure to confirm that the system is functioning property. Action PS-
5a directs the City to monitor changes in Federal and State laws and
regulations related to local flood protection, including the NFIP, and
incorporates necessary changes into the Municipal Code and building codes
as required. Action PS-5c directs the City to review County, State, and
Federal flood control best practices and incorporates appropriate standards
into the Municipal Code. The City has adopted the California Building
Code, which contains flood resistant construction requirements. Future
development projects would be required to adhere to applicable Federal,
State, and local flood-related regulations. Additionally, construction of
storm drainage improvements would occur as part of an overall
development or infrastructure project, and would be considered in the
environmental review associated with the specific project being proposed.
With implementation of General Plan Update goals, policies, and
implementation and compliance with existing regulations, the General Plan
Update would not impede or redirect flood flows; impacts would be less
than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-6.2: Landscaping. Encourage all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce
water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through the
installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper
soil preparation.

Policy RM-6.4: Stormwater. Work cooperatively with local water agencies to effectively
and efficiently manage stormwater runoff as part of the City’s multi-pronged water
conservation strategy.

Action RM-6a: To reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff, require new
development and redevelopment projects to control stormwater runoff through
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPSs) to prevent any deterioration of
water quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. Existing
development shall control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water
quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. As specific
development projects are implemented, project proponents will be required to consult with
relevant agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFQG). Also, ensure that projects of one acre or more complete a Storm Water Pollution
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Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pursuant to State of California, Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and the City’s MS4 permit (order no. R4-2012-0175
(NPDES No. CAS 004001).

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-5.1: Flood Control Regulations. Coordinate with local, state, and Federal
agencies so that the City’s regulations related to flood control are in compliance with
Federal, State, and Local standards.

Policy PS-5.3: Site Design. Adhere to the latest building, site, and design codes to avoid
or minimize the risk of flooding hazards in the community.

Policy PS-5.4: Best Management Practices. Encourage new developments that add
substantial amounts of impervious surfaces to integrate low impact development Best
Management Practices to reduce stormwater runoff.

Policy PS-5.5: Changing Conditions. Coordinate with the Los Angeles County Flood
Control and Waterworks Districts on changing flood conditions associated with climate
change and extreme weather.

Policy PS-5.6: Local Storm Drainage Infrastructure. Maintain and regularly assess the
status of local storm drainage infrastructure to confirm that the system is functioning

property.

Action PS-5a: Monitor changes in Federal and State laws and regulations related to local
flood protection, including the National Flood Insurance Program and incorporate
necessary changes into the Municipal Code and building codes as required.

Action PS-5b: Communicate with FEMA annually regarding updates to Flood Insurance
Rate Maps and Letter of Map Revisions.

Action PS-5c: Periodically review County, State, and Federal flood control best practices
and incorporate appropriate standards into the Municipal Code.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Policy CF-4.1: Maintain Capacity. Encourage the Los Angeles County Flood Control
District (LACFCD) to maintain sufficient levels of storm drainage service, improve flood
control facilities and channel segments, and implement other best practices in order to
protect the community from flood hazards.

Policy CF-4.2: Stormwater Runoff. Encourage stormwater be directed towards
permeable surfaces to allow for more percolation of stormwater into the ground.

Policy CF-4.3: Stormwater Treatments. Promote Best Management Practices (BMPSs)
and Low Impact Development measures (LID) to treat stormwater before discharge from
the site.
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Policy CF-4.4: National Programs. Cooperate in regional programs to implement the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System program.

Action CF-4a: Continue to implement the Watershed Control Measures identified in the
Enhanced Watershed Management Program (EWMP) for the Dominguez Channel
Watershed Management Area Group. Review and update as needed.

Action CF-4b: Work with the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB), Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD), and Dominguez
Channel Watershed Management Area (DCWMA) Group to meet the requirements of
Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit Order R4-2012-0175.

Action CF-4c: Encourage new developments and/or public roadway projects to
incorporate recommendations from the Dominguez Watershed Management Master Plan,

including:

o Use of pervious pavement during development and redevelopment;

o Install and maintain catch basin inserts in high priority areas;

o Reduce green waste to storm drains;

o Create grassy swales and/or vegetated areas to treat urban runoff;

o Perform roadway improvements using vegetated medians, buffers and/or
parkways;

o Use water-wise landscaping;

o Use and expansion of the recycled water system; and

. Installation of rainwater harvesting systems and cisterns.

Action CF-4d: Continue to review development projects to identify potential storm drain
and drainage impacts and require developments to include measures to ensure that off-site
runoff is not increased beyond pre-development levels during rain and flood events.

Action CF-4e: Project designs shall minimize drainage concentrations, minimize
impervious coverage, utilize pervious paving materials, utilize low impact development
(LID) strategies, and utilize Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce stormwater
runoff.

4. Flood Hazard, Tsunami, and Seiche Zones

Threshold:  Would the project, in flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of
pollutants due to project inundation?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HWQ-4, pages 5.10-29 through
5.10-32)
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Explanation:

There are no mapped flood hazard zones located within the Planning Area;
the entire Planning Area is located within an area of minimal flood hazard.
Pursuant to the CWA, each subsequent development project or
improvement project that disturbs more than one acre would be required to
obtain NPDES coverage under the Construction General Permit, which
would require an approved SWPPP that includes BMPs for grading and
preservation of topsoil. SWPPPs are designed to control storm water quality
degradation to the extent practicable using BMPs during and after
construction. Further, the General Plan Update includes policies and actions
to reduce the risk of flooding and ensure compliance with regulatory
requirements. Proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-5.1 coordinates
with local, State, and Federal agencies so that the City’s regulations related
to flood control comply with Federal, State, and Local standards. Policy PS-
5.2 coordinates with FEMA so that Federal Insurance Rate Maps correctly
depict flood hazards in the City. Policy PS-5.3 requires development
projects to adhere to the latest building, site, and design codes to avoid or
minimize the risk of flooding hazards in the community. Policy PS-5.4
encourages new developments that add substantial amounts of impervious
surfaces to integrate LID BMPs to reduce stormwater runoff. Policy PS-5.5
coordinates with LACFCD on changing flood conditions associated with
climate change and extreme weather. Policy PS-5.6 directs the City to
maintain and regularly assess the status of local storm drainage
infrastructure to confirm that the system is functioning property. Action PS-
5a directs the City to monitor changes in Federal and State laws and
regulations related to local flood protection, including the NFIP, and
incorporates necessary changes into the Municipal Code and building codes
as required. Action PS-5c directs the City to review County, State, and
Federal flood control best practices and incorporates appropriate standards
into the Municipal Code. Proposed Resource Management Element Action
RM-6a requires the implementation of BMPs and compliance with the
City’s MS4 permit to control stormwater runoff and prevent water quality
impairment.

The Planning Area is approximately three miles inland of the Pacific Ocean
and is not located within a mapped Tsunami Hazard Area. There are no
dams with the potential to inundate the Planning Area according to the
Division of Safety of Dams Dam Breach Inundation Maps. There is a man-
made lake in Alondra Park, within close proximity to the Planning Area;
however, due to its size and the flat topography of the area, this lake would
not generate a significant seiche risk to the Planning Area. As a result,
tsunamis and seiches do not pose hazards to the Planning Area

With implementation of General Plan Update policies and actions, and
implementation and compliance with existing regulations, impacts
associated with the risk of pollutants from seiches and flooding that may
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result from adoption and implementation of the General Plan Update would
be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-6.2: Landscaping. Encourage all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce
water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through the
installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper
soil preparation.

Policy RM-6.4: Stormwater. Work cooperatively with local water agencies to effectively
and efficiently manage stormwater runoff as part of the City’s multi-pronged water
conservation strategy.

Action RM-6a: To reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff, require new
development and redevelopment projects to control stormwater runoff through
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent any deterioration of
water quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. Existing
development shall control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water
quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. As specific
development projects are implemented, project proponents will be required to consult with
relevant agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFQG). Also, ensure that projects of one acre or more complete a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pursuant to State of California, Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and the City’s MS4 permit (order no. R4-2012-0175
(NPDES No. CAS 004001).

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-5.1: Flood Control Regulations. Coordinate with local, state, and Federal
agencies so that the City’s regulations related to flood control are in compliance with
Federal, State, and Local standards.

Policy PS-5.2: Flood Maps. Coordinate with Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) so that Federal Insurance Rate Maps correctly depict flood hazards in the City.

Policy PS-5.3: Site Design. Adhere to the latest building, site, and design codes to avoid
or minimize the risk of flooding hazards in the community.

Policy PS-5.4: Best Management Practices. Encourage new developments that add
substantial amounts of impervious surfaces to integrate low impact development Best
Management Practices to reduce stormwater runoff.
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Policy PS-5.5: Changing Conditions. Coordinate with the Los Angeles County Flood
Control and Waterworks Districts on changing flood conditions associated with climate
change and extreme weather.

Policy PS-5.6: Local Storm Drainage Infrastructure. Maintain and regularly assess the
status of local storm drainage infrastructure to confirm that the system is functioning

property.

Action PS-5a: Monitor changes in Federal and State laws and regulations related to local
flood protection, including the National Flood Insurance Program and incorporate
necessary changes into the Municipal Code and building codes as required.

Action PS-5b: Communicate with FEMA annually regarding updates to Flood Insurance
Rate Maps and Letter of Map Revisions.

Action PS-5c: Periodically review County, State, and Federal flood control best practices
and incorporate appropriate standards into the Municipal Code.

5. Water Quality Control Plan and Groundwater Management Plan

Threshold: ~ Would the project conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water
quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact HWQ-5, pages 5.10-32 through
5.10-35)

Explanation: The local water quality control plan (Basin Plan) is maintained by the Los
Angeles RWQCB. When permittees and projects comply with the
provisions of applicable NPDES permits and water quality permitting, they
are consistent with the Basin Plan. The General Plan Update includes
policies to implement NPDES requirements and enforcement of said
regulations, such as: Action RM-6a, which ensures projects of one acre or
more complete a SWPPP in compliance with State law and the City’s MS4
permit; Action CF-4a, which implements the Watershed Control Measures
identified in the EWMP for the Dominguez Channel WMA Group; and
Action CF-4b, which works with the Los Angeles RWQCB, LACFCD, and
Dominguez Channel WMA Group to meet the requirements of the MS4
Permit. Through implementation of existing regulations and the General
Plan Update policies and actions, implementation of the General Plan
Update would not conflict or obstruct a water quality control plan.
Therefore, impacts in this regard will be less than significant.

The Planning Area receives water from the GSWC Southwest System,
which receives groundwater from the Central Basin and West Coast Basin.
In compliance with the Central Judgment and West Coast Judgment, the
Watermasters submit an annual report to the Los Angeles County Superior
Court, which has jurisdiction to monitor ongoing management of the basins.
The Central and West Coast Basins were designated as very low priority
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basins. The SGMA exempts adjudicated groundwater basins from the
requirements of designating a Groundwater Sustainability Agency and
developing a Groundwater Sustainability Plan. The Central Judgment and
West Coast Judgment provide for the legal and practical means of ensuring
that the waters of each Basin are sustainably managed and put to maximum
beneficial use. New development and redevelopment projects
accommodated by the General Plan Update would be subject to the Central
Basin Judgment West Coast Basin Judgment. Subsequent development
projects would also be analyzed for potential environmental impacts,
consistent with the requirements of CEQA. Therefore, the General Plan
Update would not conflict with implementation of a sustainable
groundwater management plan.

The General Plan Update includes policies to support water conservation
and responsible management of groundwater resources which is consistent
with the tasks of the Watermaster. Proposed Resource Management
Element Policy RM-6.1 promotes water conservation strategies using
innovative strategies and contemporary best practices. Policy RM-6.2
encourages all public and private landscaping in new development and
significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce water
demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through
the installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant
materials, and proper soil preparation. Action RM-6b calls for the City to
participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of
recycled water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted. Under
Action RM-6c¢, the City will work with local water agencies and service
providers to: implement groundwater recharge programs; participate in
water conservation programs; establish water conservation education
programs; require water efficient landscaping; expand the production and
use of reclaimed water; and require water conservation devices in new
development and rehabilitation projects. Proposed Community Facilities
Element Policy directs City coordination with local water districts when
considering land use changes in order to assist the districts in planning for
adequate capacity to accommodate future growth. Policy CF-2.2
encourages the use and expansion of recycled water. Policy CF-2.3
considers the impacts of climate change in projections used to establish
which water supply, distribution facilities, and conservation efforts are
necessary to sustain future water demands. Action CF-2a requires the
development review process to ensure sufficient water supply and water
infrastructure capacity is available to serve the proposed development prior
to approval of the project. Thus, adoption and implementation of the
General Plan Update will not conflict or obstruct a sustainable groundwater
management plan and impacts would be less than significant.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-6.1: Conservation. Promote residential, commercial and institutional water
conservation strategies using multiple innovative strategies and contemporary best
practices.

Policy RM-6.2: Landscaping. Encourage all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce
water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through the
installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper
soil preparation.

Policy RM-6.4: Stormwater. Work cooperatively with local water agencies to effectively
and efficiently manage stormwater runoff as part of the City’s multi-pronged water
conservation strategy.

Action RM-6a: To reduce soil erosion and pollutants in urban runoff, require new
development and redevelopment projects to control stormwater runoff through
implementation of Best Management Practices (BMPs) to prevent any deterioration of
water quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. Existing
development shall control stormwater runoff so as to prevent any deterioration of water
quality that would impair subsequent or competing uses of the water. As specific
development projects are implemented, project proponents will be required to consult with
relevant agencies such as the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (ACOE), Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB), and the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFGQG). Also, ensure that projects of one acre or more complete a Storm Water Pollution
Prevention Plan (SWPPP) pursuant to State of California, Los Angeles Regional Water
Quality Control Board (RWQCB) and the City’s MS4 permit (order no. R4-2012-0175
(NPDES No. CAS 004001).

Action RM-6b: In cooperation with the State, Regional and local water agencies and
suppliers, participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled
water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted. Cooperate with these agencies to
establish standards and regulations for the use of recycled water in development projects.

Action RM-6¢: Work with local water agencies and service providers, regional
wholesalers, and private developers to encourage water conservation in the following

ways:
o Implementing groundwater recharge programs;
o Participating in water conservation programs operated by the local and Regional

water districts;

o Establishing water conservation education programs;
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o Requiring Water-Efficient Landscaping for public and private areas, including
parks and recreational facilities, in accordance with the Water-Efficient Landscape
requirements;

o Expanding the production and use of reclaimed (recycled) water;

o Requiring the incorporation of water conservation devices, including low flush
toilets, flow restriction devices, and water conserving appliances in both new public
and private development projects and rehabilitation projects.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Policy CF-2.1: Water Supply Needs. Coordinate with local water districts when
considering land use changes in order to assist the districts in planning for adequate
capacity to accommodate future growth.

Policy CF-2.2: Use of Recycled Water. Encourage the use of recycled water in
development projects and landscaping; implement best practices (e.g., dual plumbing) to
expand recycled water use when safe, financially feasible, and available.

Policy CF-2.3: Climate Change Impacts. Consider the impacts of climate change in
projections used to establish which water supply, distribution facilities, and conservation
efforts are necessary to sustain future water demands.

Policy CF-2a: Through the development review process, require that sufficient water
supply and water infrastructure capacity is available to serve the development prior to
approval of the project, pursuant to Water Code Section 10910 and Government Code
Section 66473.7.

Policy CF-2c: In cooperation with the State, Regional, and Local water agencies and
suppliers, participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled
water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted.

Policy CF-4.2: Stormwater Runoff. Encourage stormwater be directed towards
permeable surfaces to allow for more percolation of stormwater into the ground.

Policy CF-4.3: Stormwater Treatments. Promote Best Management Practices
(BMPs) and Low Impact Development measures (LID) to treat stormwater before
discharge from the site.

Policy CF-4.4: National Programs. Cooperate in regional programs to implement the
National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System program.

Action CF-4a: Continue to implement the Watershed Control Measures identified in the
Enhanced Watershed Management Program (EWMP) for the Dominguez Channel
Watershed Management Area Group. Review and update as needed.

Action CF-4b: Work with the Los Angeles Regional Water Quality Control Board
(RWQCB), Los Angeles County Flood Control District (LACFCD), and Dominguez
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Channe

| Watershed Management Area (DCWMA) Group to meet the requirements of

Municipal Separate Storm Sewer System (MS4) Permit Order R4-2012-0175.

Action
incorpo

CF-4c: Encourage new developments and/or public roadway projects to
rate recommendations from the Dominguez Watershed Management Master Plan,

including:

Action
and dra
runoff i

Action

Use of pervious pavement during development and redevelopment;
Install and maintain catch basin inserts in high priority areas;
Reduce green waste to storm drains;

Create grassy swales and/or vegetated areas to treat urban runoff;

Perform roadway improvements using vegetated medians, buffers and/or
parkways;

Use water-wise landscaping;
Use and expansion of the recycled water system; and
Installation of rainwater harvesting systems and cisterns.

CF-4d: Continue to review development projects to identify potential storm drain
inage impacts and require developments to include measures to ensure that off-site
s not increased beyond pre-development levels during rain and flood events.

CF-4e: Project designs shall minimize drainage concentrations, minimize
ous coverage, utilize pervious paving materials, utilize low impact development

(LID) strategies, and utilize Best Management Practices (BMPs) to reduce stormwater

impervi

runoff.
J. LAND USE AND PLANNING
1. Established Communities

Threshold: ~ Would the project physically divide an established community?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact LU-1, pages 5.11-1 through 5.11-

13)

Explanation: The proposed General Plan Update establishes the City’s vision for future

growth and development. Goal LU-1 of the General Plan Update aims to
achieve “A community with a fiscally sustainable mix of land uses that meets
the diverse needs of Lawndale residents, offers a variety of housing,
employment opportunities, and support the provision of public services.”
The land uses allowed under the proposed General Plan provide
opportunities for cohesive new growth at infill locations primarily within
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the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area, but would not create physical
division within the community. The Project does not introduce new
roadways or new or significantly expanded infrastructure that would divide
an established community. The General Plan Update Land Use Element
includes policies and actions to support cohesive development that would
not physically divide an established community. Specifically, Policy LU-
2.1 would encourage the preservation of the basic pattern of existing land
uses, preserving residential neighborhoods, while providing for the
enhancement of mixed-use corridors. Policy LU-3.1 considers as part of the
development review process the compatibility of new development with
surrounding uses and the ability of new development to enhance the
character of the surrounding area. Action LU-3c, through the development
review process, evaluates development proposals for land use and
transportation network compatibility with existing surrounding or abutting
development or neighborhoods. The proposed General Plan would have a
less than significant impact associated with the physical division of an
established community.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Policy LU-2.1: Existing Land Use Pattern. Strive to maintain the basic pattern of existing
land uses, preserving residential neighborhoods, while providing for enhancement of
mixed-use corridors to accommodate desirable redevelopment plans and improve
economic sustainability.

Policy LU-3.1: Surrounding Uses. Consider as part of the development review process
the compatibility of new development with surrounding uses and the ability of new
development to enhance the character of the surrounding area.

Action LU-3b: Ensure all projects are reviewed and processed per the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

Action LU-3c: Through the development review process, evaluate development proposals
for land use and transportation network compatibility with existing surrounding or abutting
development and neighborhoods.

Policy LU-4.3: Site Planning. Require that new development use site planning techniques
(e.g., the placement of proposed structures, building materials, landscaping, access ways)
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that consider the physical characteristics of its site and surrounding land uses, maximize
access to sunlight and natural airflow between buildings, and optimize energy efficiency.

Action LU-4e: Implement the City’s existing development standards, or where not in
place, create new standards (either through an update to the Zoning Code or update to the
Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan or other regulating tool) to regulate new construction
and revisions to existing buildings. In particular, new development standards shall be
created for higher density stand-alone residential projects and mixed-use projects to ensure
that quality infill developments can be created within the areas identified for focused

growth.

2. Conflicts With Plans

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project cause a significant environmental impact due to a conflict
with any land use plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of
avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact LU-2, pages 5.11-13 through 5.11-
24)

The proposed General Plan Update was prepared in conformance with State
laws and regulations associated with the preparation of general plans,
including requirements for environmental protection. Discussion of the
proposed General Plan’s consistency with State regulations, plans, and
policies associated with specific environmental issues (e.g., air quality,
transportation, water quality, etc.) is provided in the relevant chapters of the
Draft EIR. The State would continue to have authority over any State-
owned lands in the vicinity of the City and the proposed General Plan
Update would not conflict with continued application of State land use
plans, policies, and regulations adopted to avoid or mitigate environmental
effects. The General Plan Update would be consistent with SCAG’s
regional planning efforts and a less than significant impact would occur in
this regard. As set forth by State law, the General Plan serves as the primary
planning document for the City and subordinate documents and plans would
be updated to be consistent with the General Plan. Similar to the existing
General Plan, the proposed General Plan Update focuses on a balanced land
use pattern, creating a community where new development blends with
existing neighborhoods, and promoting the City as a desirable place to live
and work. The proposed General Plan Update carries forward and enhances
policies and measures from the City’s existing General Plan that were
intended for environmental protection, and would not remove or conflict
with City plans, policies, or regulations adopted for environmental
protection. The proposed General Plan Update would require modifications
to the City’s Zoning Code to provide consistency between the General Plan
and zoning; however, these modifications will not remove or adversely alter
portions of the Lawndale Municipal Code that were adopted to mitigate an
environmental effect. Subsequent development and infrastructure projects
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would be required to be consistent with all applicable policies, standards,
and regulations, including those land use plans, policies, and regulations
adopted to mitigate environmental effects by the City as well as those
adopted by agencies with jurisdiction over components of future
development projects. The policies listed below would ensure that the
General Plan Update does not conflict with any land use plan, policy, or
regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Policy LU-1.2: Balance Jobs and Housing. Balance levels of employment and housing
within the community to provide more opportunities for Lawndale residents to work
locally, reduce commute times, and improve air quality.

Policy LU-1.6: Uses to Meet Daily Needs. Encourage uses that meet daily needs, such as
grocery stores, local-serving restaurants, and other businesses and activities, within
walking distance of residences to reduce the frequency and length of vehicle trips.

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.

Policy LU-2.2: Focused Areas for New Development. Encourage new development to
be focused within the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area and within the City’s
Housing Opportunity Overlay sites to preserve the character of the community’s existing
single-family uses, promote active transportation options, and create vibrant mixed-use
activity nodes.

Policy LU-3.1: Surrounding Uses. Consider as part of the development review process
the compatibility of new development with surrounding uses and the ability of new
development to enhance the character of the surrounding area.

Action LU-3b: Ensure all projects are reviewed and processed per the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.
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Action LU-3c: Through the development review process, evaluate development proposals
for land use and transportation network compatibility with existing surrounding or abutting
development and neighborhoods.

Policy LU-4.3: Site Planning. Require that new development use site planning techniques
(e.g., the placement of proposed structures, building materials, landscaping, access ways)
that consider the physical characteristics of its site and surrounding land uses, maximize
access to sunlight and natural airflow between buildings, and optimize energy efficiency.

Policy LU-4.4: Pedestrian-Scale Amenities. Support the installation of pedestrian-scale
amenities throughout the City that contribute to a high-quality living environment, such as
street furniture, fountains, pedestrian-scaled signs and lighting, murals or public art,
landscaping, and sidewalk improvements.

Policy LU-4.7: Landscaping. Encourage, to the maximum extent feasible, project and
streetscape landscaping be designed to include drought tolerant, native California plant
species and the use of a drip, micro-spray or other low-flow irrigation systems.

Action LU-4e: Continue to implement the City’s existing development standards, or create
new standards if appropriate, to regulate new construction and revisions to existing
buildings. New standards shall be created for higher density stand-alone residential projects
and mixed-use projects to promote quality infill developments.

Action LU-4f: Seek grant funding (“greening” grants) to help offset the cost of landscape
improvements along community corridors, with a focus on Hawthorne Boulevard.

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Policy M-1.7: Traffic Calming on Local Streets. Encourage traffic calming strategies,
such as diverters, median islands, and speed humps, and incorporation of traffic calming
design in residential and school areas to slow traffic and promote safety, while not reducing

parking supply.

Action M-1e: Monitor cut-through traffic on local streets, especially along residential
areas and schools, and where appropriate evaluate the applicability of traffic calming tools
and implement improvements as necessary.

Policy M-2.2: Agency Coordination. Coordinate with neighboring cities, telecom
companies, and regional agencies such as County of Los Angeles, South Bay Cities
Council of Governments, and Metro to meet the mobility needs of people living in, working
in, or visiting Lawndale.

Policy M-2.3: Facility Connections. Plan and implement vehicular facilities, roadway
treatments, active transportation facilities, transit routes, and goods movement network to
relate to those in neighboring jurisdictions.

Action M-2a: Participate in regional planning forums to ensure that the City’s concerns
are considered at the regional level.
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Policy M-3.1: Complete Streets for Roadway Projects. Apply Complete Streets
principles to all transportation improvements projects (e.g. safety, intelligent transportation
systems, roads and intersections widening, transit facilities).

Policy M-3.2: Multimodal Connectivity. Link activity centers, employment centers,
public facilities, and schools to transit and active transportation facilities, wherever
feasible.

Policy M-3.3: Streetscape Improvements. Require roadway, sidewalk, and median
improvements that enhance the visual character of the roadway system and promote
pedestrian and bicycle safety.

Policy M-3.6: Safe Routes to School. Provide infrastructure improvements, enforcement
and incentives to support Safe Route to School programs and promote walking and
bicycling to local schools.

Action M-3a: When planning roadway facilities, incorporate the concept of complete
streets. Complete streets include design elements for all modes that use streets, including
autos, transit, pedestrians, and bicycles. Complete streets shall be developed in a context-
sensitive manner. For example, it may be more appropriate to provide a Class | bike path
instead of bike lanes along a major arterial.

Policy M-5.1: Transit Use. Support programs encouraging public transit use by people
living in, working in, or visiting Lawndale.

Policy M-5.2: Improve Local Public Transit Service. Work with Metro, Lawndale Beat
Bus, and other local public transit providers to plan and improve local transit service and
transit facilities, including bus stops, in the City.

Policy M-5.3: Transit Facilities. Require new developments to construct, when
appropriate, transit facilities, including bus turn-outs, lighted bus shelters, and route
information signage.

Policy M-5.4: C (Green) Line Service. Work with Metro to ensure C (Green) Line service
(including headways and service hours) are sufficient to meet the needs of transit
commuters to and from Lawndale.

Policy M-5.5: C (Green) Line Stations. Work with Metro to ensure the planned C (Green)
Line extension project implementation is consistent with the City's Complete Streets, active
transportation, and parking policies, and that it provides pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity between neighborhoods within Lawndale and future stations.

Policy M-5.6: Effects of New Technologies on Transit Use. Monitor the development of
new mobility technologies and the potential effects on transit demand and how users access
public transit.

Action M-5a: Continue on-going coordination with transit authorities toward the
expansion of transit facilities.
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ActionM-5b: Work with Metro to increase transit service frequency, speed, and reliability
and increase ridership and to strengthen linkages and access to the C line rail stations.

Policy M-6.1: Bicycle Master Plan. Implement the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan within
City limits to provide active transportation facilities that can serve as an alternative to
automobiles, including the Plan’s facility recommendations as shown in Figure M-2.

Policy M-6.2: Local Travel Network. Coordinate with the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments to promote local micromobility modes by implementing the Local Travel
Network plan and supporting efforts to integrate the network with adjacent cities, as shown
in Figure M-3.

Policy M-6.4: Sidewalk and Bikeway Gaps. Create a connected and complete active
transportation network by identifying and eliminating gaps in sidewalks and bikeways.

Policy M-6.5: Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities at New Developments. Require new
residential and non-residential developments in the City to provide safe and attractive
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, such as secure bicycle parking, pedestrian-scale lighting,
street furniture, landscaping, and other improvements.

Policy M-6.6: Effects of New Technologies on Active Transportation. Monitor the
development of mobility new technologies and the potential effects on designing a
transportation network that accommodates all modes and users.

Action M-6a: As part of development review and specific plans, review any existing gaps
in active transportation infrastructure that inhibit mobility.

Action M-6b: Implement of the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan when roadways are being
rehabilitated or resurfaces, as funding allows.

Action M-6¢: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code, as necessary, to consider
bicycle and pedestrian access as part of the site plan review for new development projects.

Policy M-7.1: Local Truck Routes. Maintain a network of local truck routes to facilitate
goods movement to regional roads and to discourage the use of residential roads.

Policy M-7.2: Roadway Design. Maintain roadway design standards to facilitate access
to light industrial and manufacturing areas along designated truck routes.

Action M-7a: Review and update the City’s designated truck routes as needed while
considering the potential mobility conflicts and the location of sensitive land uses in the
City.

Policy M-9.2: Transportation Demand Management. Require transportation demand
management (TDM) strategies as mitigation measures for new projects that exceed the
City's thresholds Vehicle Miles Traveled impact thresholds.

Policy M-9.3: Regional Coordination. Encourage regional agencies such as Metro, the
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), and the South Bay Cities
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Council of Governments to promote TDM programs that reduce single occupancy vehicle
travel.

Policy M-9.4: New Development. Work with developers to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and minimize congestion related to new development through improvements to
the circulation system and on-site improvements that encourage public and active modes
of travel.

Action M-9a: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code and related implementation
documents, as necessary, to reflect TDM best practices.

Action M-9b: Require developments that are approved based on TDM plans to incorporate
monitoring and enforcement of TDM targets as part of those plans.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-1.9: Active Transportation Trails. Provide safe and accessible bicycle and
pedestrian trails for the City’s residents by improving and promoting the establishment of
trails utilizing alleys, streets, sidewalks, railroad right-of-way, and other open space areas.

Policy RM-1.10: Service Area Radius. Focus new park facilities in areas that are outside
a 1/2-mile walking radius from an existing or proposed park or bike trail, and enhance
options for residents to access these facilities through safe walking, bicycling, and transit
routes. Physical barriers such as 1-405 should also be considered when evaluating service
area and access.

Action RM-1g: Coordinate with LA Metro and associated entities regarding the multi-use
trail and/or greenway proposed as part of Metro’s C Line (Green) extension project. The
City should be actively engaged in the design and implementation of the project to ensure
the project reflects community preferences, is compatible with surrounding uses, and
maximizes connectivity for active transportation.

Action RM-1h: Consider the creative use of space for the median along Hathorne
Boulevard to expand available open space and opportunities for physical fitness, including
but not limited to, greenways, parklets, bike or pedestrian paths, and a fitness trail.

Policy RM-2.4: Source Reduction and Recycling Efforts. Participate in source reduction
and recycling techniques to reduce the amount of solid waste sent to landfills and ensure
adequate landfill capacity in the region.

Policy RM-2.5: Organic Waste. Work with appropriate service providers to collect and
compost green waste, including landscaping, Christmas trees, composting and mulch, and
other sources of organic waste, to distribute for use in parks, medians, and other municipal
areas.

Action RM-2a: On an ongoing basis and in compliance with State law, ensure solid waste
collection activities, facility siting and construction of transfer and/or disposal facilities,
operation of waste reduction and recycling programs, and household hazardous waste
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disposal and education programs are consistent with the Los Angeles Countywide
Integrated Waste Management Plan.

Policy RM-4.1: Regional Cooperation. Support regional efforts, including those
organized through the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), the
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), the South Bay Cities Council
of Governments (SBCCOG), and the California Air Resource Board (CARB) to implement
the regional Air Quality Management Plan.

Policy RM-4.2: Measurement and Enforcement. Coordinate with the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
to support their ability to properly measure air quality at emission sources and enforce the
standards of the Clean Air Act.

Policy RM-4.3: GHG Emissions. Align the City’s local GHG reduction targets with the
statewide GHG reduction targets of Assembly Bill 32, and align the City’s GHG reduction
goal with the statewide GHG reduction goal of Executive Order S-03-05.

Policy RM-4.4: Transportation Options. Promote alternative modes of transportation to
reduce vehicular emissions and improve air quality. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.5: Walkability. Encourage pedestrian-scale development and pedestrian-
friendly design features to reduce vehicle emissions. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.6: Land Use Planning. Encourage and incentivize higher density and mixed-
use development opportunities within designated areas of the City to lessen the impacts of
traffic congestion on local air quality. (See Land Use Element)

Policy RM-4.8: Mitigation. Require the implementation of relevant mitigation measures
for all future development upon identification of potential air quality impacts.

Policy RM-4.9: GHG Reduction. Consider and adopt new local policies and programs
that will help to provide energy efficient alternatives to fossil fuel use and reduce
consumption in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the local
measures identified in the City of Lawndale Climate Action Plan.

Policy RM-4.10: Public Engagement. Promote regional air quality programs in order to
inform the public on regional air quality concerns and encourage the engagement of all
residents in future planning decisions related to air quality.

Action RM-4a: Implement the local GHG reduction measures identified in the City of
Lawndale Climate Action Plan (CAP), participate in future updates of the SBCCOG
Climate Action Plan, and perform on-going monitoring and reporting of GHG reduction
impacts. Develop a Climate Action Team to support and guide the City’s efforts to
conserve energy and reduce emissions. Work with the SBCCOG and/or other local,
Regional, State, and Federal agencies or utility to obtain funding necessary to implement,
monitor, and report the CAP measures.
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Action RM-4b: As applicable, review new industrial and commercial development
projects during the CEQA process for potential air quality impacts to residences and other
sensitive receptors. Ensure that mitigation measures and best management practices are
implemented to reduce significant emissions of criteria pollutants.

Action RM-4c: Review development, infrastructure, and planning projects for consistency
with SCAQMD requirements during the CEQA review process. Require project applicants
to prepare air quality analyses to address SCAQMD and General Plan requirements, as
appropriate, which include analysis and identification of:

1. Air pollutant emissions associated with the project during construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

2. Potential exposure of sensitive receptors to toxic air contaminants.

3. Significant air quality impacts associated with the project for construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

4. Mitigation measures to reduce significant impacts to less than significant or the
maximum extent feasible where impacts cannot be mitigated to less than
significant.

Action RM-4d: Work with the South Coast Air Quality Management District, Southern
California Association of Governments, the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, and
the California Air Resource Board to implement programs aimed at improving regional air
quality.

Action RM-4e: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24
standards as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the Lawndale Municipal
Code.

Action RM-4f: Provide the necessary facilities and infrastructure to facilitate the use of
low or zero-emission vehicles such as electric vehicle charging facilities at key City
facilities as operations necessitate and/or as funding becomes available.

Action RM-4q: Evaluate and consider multi-modal transportation benefits to all City
employees, such as free or low-cost monthly public transportation (bus) passes. Encourage
employer participation in similar programs. Encourage new transit/shuttle services and use.

Action RM-4h: Establish programs that encourage community car-sharing and carpooling.

Action RM-4i: Support the establishment and expansion of a regional network of electric
vehicle charging stations and encourage the expanded use of electric vehicles.

Action RM-4j: Encourage multi-family residential and non-residential development to
increase the use of higher-albedo materials for surfaces including roofs, parking areas,
driveways, roads, and sidewalks. Encourage developments with parking lot areas to shade
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these areas with vegetation or solar panels when appropriate. Support various programs to
plant and maintain trees, which can also contribute to a reduction of urban heat islands.

Action RM-4k: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD construction emission thresholds. Where emissions from individual
projects exceed SCAQMD thresholds, the following actions should be incorporated as
necessary to minimize impacts. These measures do not exclude the use of other, equally
effective mitigation measures as determined by a project specific Air Quality Assessment.

o Require all off-road diesel equipment greater than 50 horsepower (hp) used for this
Project to meet USEPA Tier 4 final off-road emission standards or equivalent. Such
equipment shall be outfitted with Best Available Control Technology (BACT)
devices including a California Air Resources Board Certified Level 3 Diesel
Particulate Filter (DPF) or equivalent. The DPF reduces diesel particulate matter
and NOx emissions during construction activities.

o Require a minimum of 50 percent of construction debris be diverted for recycling.
o Require building materials to contain a minimum 10 percent recycled content.
o Require materials such as paints, primers, sealants, coatings, and glues to have a

low volatile organic compound concentration compared to conventional products.
If low VOC materials are not available, architectural coating phasing should be
extended sufficiently to reduce the daily emissions of VOCs.

Action RM-4l: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD’s operational emission thresholds. For projects where operational
emissions exceed regulatory thresholds, the following measures may be used to reduce
impacts. Note the following measures are not all inclusive and developers have the option
to add or substitute measures that are equally or more appropriate for the scope of the

project.

o Develop a project specific TDM program for residents and/or employees that
provides opportunities for carpool/vanpools.

o Provide onsite solar/renewable energy in excess of regulatory requirements.

o Require that owners/tenants of non-residential or multi-family residential

developments use architectural coatings that are 10 grams per liter or less when
repainting/repairing properties.

o Require drip irrigation and irrigation sensor units that prevent watering during rain
storms.
o Ensure all parking areas are wired for capability of future EV charging and include

EV charging stations that exceed regulatory requirements.
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Policy RM-5.1: Compliance with State Legislation. Comply with all State requirements
regarding the generation of power and encourage energy providers to investigate the use
or expansion of renewable sources of energy.

Policy RM-5.2: Green Building Standards Code. Ensure that new construction and
major redevelopment complies with the most current version of the California Green
Building Standards Code.

Policy RM-5.3: Renewable Energy. Promote the development and use of renewable
energy resources to reduce dependency on fossil fuels.

Policy RM-5.4: Energy-Efficient Materials. Promote the use of energy-efficient
materials, equipment, and design in public and private facilities and infrastructure.

Policy RM-5.5: Energy Conservation. Promote energy conservation and recycling by the
public and private sectors.

Action RM-5a: Implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the
following actions:

a. Promote energy efficient buildings and site design for all new public buildings
during the site development permit process; and

b. Install energy saving devices in new public buildings and retrofit existing public
buildings.

Action RM-5b: During the development review process, encourage innovative building
design, layout, and orientation techniques to minimize energy use by taking advantage of
sun/shade patterns, prevailing winds, landscaping and building materials that control
energy usage, and solar design.

Action RM-5c: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 standards
as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the General Plan and the
Municipal Code.

Action RM-5d: Promote the CEC Building Energy Benchmarking Program (AB 802) on
the City’s website to help benchmark and monitor energy use for participating businesses
seeking to increase energy efficiency and realize cost savings.

Action RM-5e: Identify and reduce government constraints to installation of renewable
energy infrastructure and electric vehicle charging stations, as feasible, through incentives
such as, streamlined permitting, and expedited inspection times.

Action RM-5f: Consider participation in a Community Choice Aggregation program, such
as Clean Power Alliance, to help meet the City’s energy objectives.
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Action RM-5g: Use the City’s website to promote existing incentivized programs such as
Energy Upgrade California, financing programs such as Properly Assessed Clean Energy
(PACE), and energy audits through state programs.

Action RM-5h: Partner with SBCCOG and relevant utilities on outreach events and to
obtain educational content and promote on the City’s website.

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-7.1: Community Preparedness. Promote a well-prepared City that can
effectively overcome natural disasters and scarcity of resources due to climate change.

Policy PS-7.2: Collaboration. Collaborate with local, regional, State and/or Federal
jurisdictions and agencies on climate resiliency and adaptation strategies.

Policy PS-7.3: Ecological Recovery. Coordinate with Federal, State, and local agencies
to establish ecological recovery programs.

Policy PS-7.4: Air Pollution. Work with responsible Federal, State, and County agencies
to decrease air pollution emissions occurring within the air basin to reduce the risk posed
by air pollution.

Policy PS-7.5: Energy Supply. Promote plans and programs that increase sustainable
energy sources.

Policy PS-7.6: Drought Preparation. Implement necessary actions and programs to
improve drought preparation and response for the most vulnerable community members.

Policy PS-7.7: Cooling Centers. Designate public buildings, specific private buildings, or
institutions with air conditioning as public cooling shelters; extend hours at air-conditioned
sites during periods of extreme heat or power outage (if the site is supported by a backup
generator).

Policy PS-7.8: Storms. Provide access to flood protection resources and services (signage,
sandbags, etc.) as feasible at designated public facilities during and after extreme weather
events.

Policy PS-7.9: Special Assistance. Address the needs of individuals with limited mobility
or limited access to transportation for access to safe and comfortable shelter during extreme
heat events or other severe weather events.

Policy PS-7.10: Leadership. Demonstrate leadership in local climate planning efforts
through a range of tangible actions and policies at the municipal operations level.

Policy PS-7.11: Greenhouse Gas Reductions. Reduce communitywide greenhouse gas
emissions locally by actively supporting regional efforts to reduce greenhouse gases
throughout the county.
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Policy PS-7.12: Extreme Heat Vulnerabilities. Require that new developments, major
remodels, and redevelopments address urban heat island issues and reduce urban heat
island effects for the proposed project site and adjacent properties.

Policy PS-7.13: Ongoing Monitoring. Monitor climate change-related effects with local,
regional, state, and/or Federal partners to provide information of effectiveness of existing
infrastructure and programs.

Action PS-7a: Provide information and resources to the public and businesses regarding
steps the City is taking to address the issue of climate change.

Action PS-7b: Expand the use of energy-efficient lighting, such as LEDs for City-owned
light facilities.

Action PS-7c: Consider purchasing only electric or alternative-energy vehicles for the City
vehicle fleet, as appropriate, based on the intended use of the vehicle.

Action PS-7d: Evaluate the feasibility for government-constructed and/or -operated new
development to exceed the California Green Building Standards Code CalGreen Tier 1, or
successor program, standards.

Action PS-7e: Promote the use of sustainable and carbon-neutral energy sources in hew
development.

Action PS-7f: Explore using renewable energy and clean generation technologies such as
solar, wind, biogas, or fuel cells to power City facilities where appropriate.

K. MINERAL RESOURCES

1. Regional and Statewide Mineral Resources

Threshold:  Would the project result in the loss of availability of a known mineral
resource that would be of value to the region and the residents of the state?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact MR-1, page 5.12-3)

Explanation: The City has no known or identified mineral resources of regional or
Statewide importance. The Planning Area is designated as MRZ-1 and
MRZ-3. MRZ-1 classifies areas where adequate information indicates that
no significant mineral deposits are present. MRZ-3 indicates that the
significance of the mineral deposits is undetermined. The land within MRZ-
3 is currently developed and is within a highly urbanized area. Given that
this land has already been disturbed and developed, and that the Project does
not propose any site-specific development, there is no potential for resource
extraction from the MRZ-3 area. There are no known mineral deposits or
resources in the Planning Area that are of significant value to the region or
the State. Therefore, implementation of the proposed General Plan Update
would have a less than significant impact on this environmental topic, and
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no mitigation is required.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no relevant

proposed General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions.

2. Locally-Important Mineral Resource

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project result in the loss of availability of a locally-important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific
plan, or other land use plan?

No impact. (Draft EIR, Impact MR-2, page 5.12-3 through 5.12-4)

The Planning Area does not contain any “locally important mineral resource
recovery sites.” The Planning Area does not contain a locally-important
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific
plan or other land use plan. Implementation of the General Plan Update
would not result in the loss of a designated mineral recovery site and as
such, no impact would occur.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no relevant

proposed General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions.

L. NOISE
1. Ambient Noise Levels
Threshold: ~ Would the project result in the generation of a substantial temporary or
permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the vicinity of the project in
excess of standards established in the local general plan or noise ordinance,
or applicable standards of other agencies?
Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact NOI-1, pages 5.13-20 through
5.13-29)
Explanation: Transportation Noise Impacts

Transportation noise includes noise from aircraft, railways, and roadways.
The Planning Area is outside of any airport 65 dBA CNEL contours and
therefore, there is no aircraft impact. One freight rail line runs through the
City. The General Plan Update would not increase railway operations
within the Planning Area; however, existing buildings are about 50 feet
from the centerline of the railway and include primarily residential uses.
Therefore, there is the potential for sensitive uses to be exposed to railway
noise.

The primary noise source in the Planning Area by the year 2045 would
continue to be vehicle traffic. By the year 2045, existing land uses adjacent
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to the studied roadways would be exposed to noise levels that exceed the
City’s exterior standards of 65 dBA CNEL for sensitive uses. A significant
impact would occur if the Project resulted in levels higher than 65 dBA
CNEL and increased the overall roadway noise level by 3 dBA CNEL,
which is a noticeable change in noise level. Compared to existing traffic
noise levels, 2045 without Project traffic volumes are expected to be up to
0.8 dBA CNEL louder than existing ambient noise levels at existing land
uses and would result in inaudible increases in ambient noise along the
analyzed roadways. Compared to existing traffic noise levels, 2045 with
Project traffic volumes are expected to be up to 0.9 dBA CNEL louder than
existing ambient noise levels at existing land uses and would result in
inaudible increases in ambient noise. Implementation of the Project would
therefore result in a less than significant impact to roadway noise levels.

Where future development projects under the General Plan Update may be
exposed to noise levels that exceed the land use compatibility criteria, such
as residential developments within the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan
area or sensitive land uses developed adjacent to the existing rail line,
impacts could be mitigated to a level that is less than significant with the
implementation of noise control measures, such as relocating residential
outdoor recreational areas away from 60 dBA CNEL or greater areas or
shielding outdoor areas using noise barriers. Additionally, the General Plan
Update Public Safety Element includes policies and actions intended to
minimize exposure to excessive noise, including noise associated with
traffic. Specifically, proposed Policies PS-6.1 through PS-6.4 and proposed
Action PS-6¢ would reduce potential noise impacts associated with
transportation. Policy PS-6.1 requires adherence to the latest standards
related to noise in the most current edition of the California Building Code
to avoid or minimize noise pollution in the community. Policy PS-6.2
requires consistency with the land use compatibility standards contained in
proposed Table PS-1 and the Lawndale Municipal Code. Policy PS-6.3
requires the use of best practices in new development to mitigate excessive
noise to the standards indicated in Table PS-1 and the Lawndale Municipal
Code. Policy PS-6.4 requires acoustical studies for new discretionary
developments and transportation improvements that have the potential to
affect existing noise-sensitive uses, and for projects that would introduce
new noise-sensitive uses into an area where existing noise levels may
exceed the thresholds identified in the proposed Public Safety Element.
Action PS-6¢ requires new development and transportation projects be
reviewed for compliance with the noise requirements established in the
proposed General Plan, including the standards established in Table PS-1
and the Lawndale Municipal Code, and, where necessary, mitigate
excessive noise through best practices. Following conformance with the
existing regulatory framework, including the General Plan and Lawndale
Municipal Code, impacts would be less than significant in this regard
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Stationary Noise Sources

Implementation of the General Plan Update could result in the future
development of land uses that generate noise levels in excess of applicable
City noise standards for non-transportation noise sources. While the
General Plan Update does not explicitly propose any new noise-generating
uses, the proposed Land Use Map would allow for the development of
mixed-uses, increased residential development at higher densities, and new
commercial development, which may result in new noise sources along
major corridors, including Hawthorne Boulevard. Specific development
projects and the details of future noise generating land uses that may be
located in the City in the future are not known at this time. While no specific
development projects are proposed under the General Plan Update, changes
in land use may allow for more intensive noise-generating uses in closer
proximity to noise-sensitive uses. Where this occurs, detailed noise studies
would be required to ensure that noise control measures are implemented
into the project design. Such measures could include the redesign of
stationary noise sources away from sensitive uses, construction of sound
walls or berms between noise generating uses and sensitive uses, using
buildings to create additional buffer distance and screening, or other site
design measures to ensure that non-transportation (stationary) noise sources
do not cause exterior and interior noise levels to exceed allowable standards
at sensitive receptors. The General Plan Update Public Safety Element
includes policies and actions that are intended to reduce noise associated
with stationary sources. Specifically, proposed Policies PS-6.3, PS-6.4, PS-
6.8, and proposed Actions PS-6¢, PS-6d, and PS-6e would reduce noise
associated with stationary sources. Policy PS-6.3 requires the use of best
practices in new development to mitigate excessive noise to the standards
indicated in Table PS-1 and the Lawndale Municipal Code. Policy PS-6.4
requires acoustical studies for new discretionary developments and
transportation improvements that have the potential to affect existing noise-
sensitive uses, and for projects that would introduce new noise-sensitive
uses into an area where existing noise levels may exceed the thresholds
identified in the proposed Public Safety Element. Policy PS-6.8 requires the
use of noise attenuation measures for all new commercial development
expected to produce excessive noise. In existing cases where the City’s
noise standards are exceeded, Policy PS-6.8 directs Code Enforcement to
require compliance. Action PS-6¢ requires new development and
transportation projects be reviewed for compliance with the noise
requirements established in the proposed General Plan, including the
standards established in Table PS-1 and the Lawndale Municipal Code, and,
where necessary, mitigate excessive noise through best practices. Action
PS-6d requires acoustical studies for all new discretionary projects,
including those related to development and transportation, which have the
potential to generate noise impacts which exceed the standards identified in
the proposed General Plan. The studies must include representative noise
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measurements, estimates of existing and projected noise levels, and
mitigation measures necessary to facilitate compliance with the proposed
Public Safety Element. Action PS-6e requires review of locations of
proposed projects with the potential to generate stationary noise in relation to
sensitive receptors through the discretionary project review process, and limits
delivery or service hours for stores and businesses with loading areas, docks,
or trash bins that front, side, border, or gain access on driveways next to
residential and other noise sensitive areas. Exceptions may only be approved
if full compliance with the nighttime limits of the noise regulations is
achieved. Implementation of the proposed policies and actions of the
General Plan Update would reduce noise impacts from stationary noise
sources to a less than significant level

Construction Noise

Individual projects associated with implementation of the General Plan
Update would result in short-term noise impacts associated with
construction activities, both on- and off-site. Construction crew commute
and the transport of construction equipment and materials to the site for
future development projects would incrementally increase noise levels on
access roads leading to the site. Truck traffic associated with project
construction would be limited to within the permitted construction hours, as
listed in the City’s Municipal Code Section 8.20.070(A). Short-term
construction-related impacts associated with worker commute and
equipment transport on local streets leading to the project site would result
in a less than significant impact on noise-sensitive receptors along the
access routes. The site preparation phase of on-site construction activities,
which includes grading and paving, tends to generate the highest noise
levels since the noisiest construction equipment is earthmoving equipment.
Site-specific construction activities associated with future development is
expected to require the use of scrapers, bulldozers, motor graders, and water
and pickup trucks. Potential impacts would be site-specific, depending on
the equipment used and distances to sensitive receptors. The General Plan
Update Public Safety Element includes policies and actions intended to
reduce exposure to excessive noise, including construction noise. Policy
PS-6.9 requires construction activities to reduce noise impacts on adjacent
uses to the criteria identified to the maximum extent feasible by complying
with Chapter 8.20 of the Lawndale Municipal Code and use best practices.
Action PS-6f requires all construction activity to comply with the limits
(maximum noise levels, hours and days of allowed activity) established in
the Lawndale Municipal Code in order to reduce impacts associated with
temporary construction noise to the extent feasible. With implementation of
the General Plan Update policies and actions, and compliance with Section
8.20.070(A) of the Lawndale Municipal Code, impacts would be less than
significant in this regard.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

General Plan Public Safety Element Table PS-1, Land Use Compatibility for Community
Noise Exposure, presents a land use compatibility chart for community noise derived from
a similar table originally prepared by the California Office of Noise Control (2017). This
table is proposed to be included in the General Plan Update Public Safety Element. The
table identifies “normally acceptable,” “conditionally acceptable,” “normally
unacceptable,” and “clearly unacceptable” exterior noise levels for various land uses. A
“conditionally acceptable” designation implies new construction or development should be
undertaken only after a detailed analysis of the noise reduction requirements for each land
use is made and needed noise insulation features are incorporated in the design. By
comparison, a “normally acceptable” designation indicates that standard construction can
occur with no special noise reduction requirements.

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-6.1: California Building Code. Adhere to the latest standards related to noise
in the most current edition of the California Building Code to avoid or minimize noise
pollution in the community.

Policy PS-6.2: Noise Exposure. Consider the noise compatibility of existing and future
development when making land use planning decisions. Require development and
infrastructure projects to be consistent with the land use compatibility standards contained
in Table PS-1 and the Lawndale Municipal Code to facilitate acceptable noise exposure
levels for existing and future development.

Policy PS-6.3: Noise Mitigation. Require new development to mitigate excessive noise to
the standards indicated in Table PS-1 and the Lawndale Municipal Code through best
practices, including building location and orientation, building design features, placement
of noise-generating equipment away from sensitive receptors, shielding of noise-
generating equipment, placement of noise-tolerant features between noise sources and
sensitive receptors, and use of noise-minimizing materials.

Policy PS-6.4: Acoustical Studies. Require acoustical studies for new discretionary
developments and transportation improvements that have the potential to affect existing
noise-sensitive uses such as schools, hospitals, libraries, care facilities, and residential
areas; and for projects that would introduce new noise-sensitive uses into an area where
existing noise levels may exceed the thresholds identified in this element. For projects that
are required to prepare an acoustical study, the following mobile and stationary noise
source criteria shall be used to determine the significance of those impacts.

A. Mobile Noise Sources:

o Where existing traffic noise levels are within or below the “normally acceptable”
noise criteria at the affected land use (see Table PS-1), a readily perceptible 5 dBA
CNEL or greater increase in roadway noise will be considered significant;
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o Where existing traffic noise levels falls within the “conditionally acceptable” noise
criteria at the sensitive land use, a +3 dBA CNEL or greater increase in roadway
noise levels will be considered significant; and

o Where existing traffic noise levels exceed the “conditionally acceptable” noise
criteria at the sensitive land use, a + 1.5 dBA CNEL or greater increase in roadway
noise levels will be considered significant

B. Stationary and Non-Transportation Noise Sources

o A significant impact will occur if the project results in an exceedance of the noise
level standards contained in this element, or the project will result in an increase in
ambient noise levels by more than 3 dB, whichever is greater.

Policy PS-6.8: Commercial Noise. Require the use of noise attenuation measures,
including screening and buffering techniques, for all new commercial development
expected to produce excessive noise; in existing cases where the City’s noise standards are
exceeded, work with Code Enforcement to require compliance.

Policy PS-6.9: Construction Noise. Require construction activities to reduce noise
impacts on adjacent uses to the criteria identified to the maximum extent feasible by
complying with Chapter 8.20 of the Lawndale Municipal Code and use best practices.

Action PS-6c¢: Review new development and transportation projects for compliance with
the noise requirements established in this General Plan, including the standards established
in Table PS-1 and the Lawndale Municipal Code. Where necessary, require new
development to mitigate excessive noise through best practices, including building location
and orientation, building design features, placement of noise-generating equipment away
from sensitive receptors, shielding of noise-generating equipment, placement of noise-
tolerant features between noise sources and sensitive receptors, and use of noise-
minimizing materials such as rubberized asphalt.

Action PS-6d: Require acoustical studies for all new discretionary projects, including
those related to development and transportation, which have the potential to generate noise
impacts which exceed the standards identified in this General Plan. The studies shall
include representative noise measurements, estimates of existing and projected noise
levels, and mitigation measures necessary to facilitate compliance with this element.

Action PS-6e: Review the locations of proposed projects with the potential to generate
stationary noise in relation to sensitive receptors through the discretionary project review
process. Limit delivery or service hours for stores and businesses with loading areas, docks,
or trash bins that front, side, border, or gain access on driveways next to residential and
other noise sensitive areas. Only approve exceptions if full compliance with the nighttime
limits of the noise regulations is achieved.
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Action PS-6f: Require all construction activity to comply with the limits (maximum noise
levels, hours and days of allowed activity) established in the Lawndale Municipal Code in
order to reduce impacts associated with temporary construction noise to the extent feasible.

2. Groundborne Vibration and Groundborne Noise Levels
Threshold: ~ Would the project result in the generation of excessive groundborne
vibration or groundborne noise levels?
Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact NOI-2, pages 5.13-29 through
5.13-32)
Explanation: The main sources of vibration in the Planning Area are related to vehicles,

railways and construction. Typical roadway traffic, including heavy trucks,
rarely generates vibration amplitudes high enough to cause structural or
cosmetic damage. Although not specifically within Lawndale, there have
been cases in which heavy trucks traveling over potholes or other
discontinuities in the pavement have caused vibration high enough to result
in complaints from nearby residents. These types of issues typically can be
resolved by smoothing the roadway surface.

One freight rail line runs through the City of Lawndale. Existing buildings
are about 50 feet from the centerline of the railway and include primarily
residential uses. The General Plan Update would not increase railway
operations within the Planning Area. Additionally, the Project does not
include any specific development proposals. The General Plan Update
includes proposed Action PS-6h, which would require future residential
projects located adjacent to railroad lines to follow Federal Transit
Administration vibration screening distance criteria to prevent residential
uses from being exposed to vibrations exceeding 72 VVdB for frequent events
(more than 70 events per day), 75 VVdB for occasional events (30-70 events
per day), or 80 VdB for infrequent events (less than 30 events per day). With
implementation of proposed Action PS-6h, this impact would be reduced to
less than significant.

Construction activities that produce vibration that can be felt by adjacent
land uses include the use of vibratory equipment, large bulldozers, and pile
drivers. The primary sources of vibration during construction are usually
vibratory rollers and large bulldozers. Construction activities in the
Planning Area have the potential to result in significant impacts related to
groundborne vibration associated with construction activities. This impact
would be reduced to less than significant with the implementation of the
General Plan Update Public Safety Element Policy PS-6.14 and Action PS-
6k, which require vibration impact studies when construction utilizes pile
drivers within 200 feet of existing buildings or vibratory rollers within 50
feet of existing buildings.
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GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-6.14: Vibration Studies. Require vibration impact studies for new discretionary
development and transportation improvements whose construction utilizes pile drivers
within 200 feet of existing buildings or vibratory rollers within 50 feet of existing buildings.

Action PS-6h: Require new residential projects located adjacent to railroad lines to follow
the FTA vibration screening distance criteria to prevent residential uses from being
exposed to vibrations exceeding 72 VVdB for frequent events (more than 70 events per day),
75 VdB for occasional events (30-70 events per day), or 80 VVdB for infrequent events (less
than 30 events per day).

Action PS-6k: Require vibration impact studies for all new discretionary projects,
including those related to development and transportation, whose construction utilizes pile
drivers within 200 feet of existing buildings or vibratory rollers within 50 feet of existing
buildings. The studies shall include a detailed mitigation plan to avoid any potential
significant impacts to existing structures due to groundborne vibrations, based on the
California Department of Transportation’s Construction Vibration Guidance Manual.

3. Airport Noise

Threshold:  For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip land use plan
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public
airport or public use airport, would the project expose people residing or
working in the project area to excessive noise?

Finding: No Impact. (Draft EIR, Impact NOI-3, page 5.13-32)

Explanation: Hawthorne Municipal Airport, also known as Jack Northrop Field, is an
FAA-designated general aviation reliever airport owned by the City of
Hawthorne. The airport is located approximately 1.4-miles northeast of the
northeastern-most portion of the Planning Area. The City of Hawthorne
General Plan Noise Element provides noise contours (Figures 5A and 5B)
for Hawthorne, which include the airport. The noise contours associated
with the airport do not extend beyond the municipal boundaries of the City
of Hawthorne. The Planning Area is not located within any adopted airport
land use plan and is located outside of any airport 65 dBA CNEL contours.
As such, there are no impacts related to private airports, public airports,
airstrips, or adopted airport land use plans.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: There are no relevant
proposed General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions.

M. POPULATION AND HOUSING
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1. Population Growth

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project induce substantial unplanned population growth in an
area, either directly (for example, by proposing new homes and businesses)
or indirectly (for example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructure?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact POP-1, pages 5.14-8 through 5.14-
11)

The City and surrounding area, are highly urbanized and considered to be
built-out. While there is the potential for infrastructure improvements
within the Planning Area associated with site-specific development and
overall development growth, General Plan implementation would not
require the extension of roads or other infrastructure into an area that is not
already served. At buildout, the General Plan Update would accommodate
approximately 3,942 new housing units and 808,864 square feet of new
non-residential building square footage within the Planning Area compared
to existing conditions. This new growth may increase the City’s population
by approximately 9,482 residents and 2,738 jobs compared to the existing
condition. Given the historical and current population, housing, and
employment trends, growth in the City, as well as the entire State, is
inevitable. The primary factors that account for population growth are
natural increase and net migration. Other factors that affect growth include
the cost of housing, the location of jobs, the economy, the climate, and
transportation. Residential growth within the City would continue to occur
based primarily on the demand of the housing market.

Potential growth inducing impacts are also assessed based on a project’s
consistency with adopted plans that have addressed growth management
from a local and regional standpoint. SCAG is the responsible agency for
developing and adopted regional housing, population, and employment
growth forecasts for local Los Angeles County governments, among other
counties. SCAG provides household, population, and employment
projection estimates in five-year increments through 2045. SCAG projects
that the City’s population will reach 34,400 persons by 2045. The General
Plan Update is projected to result in a population of approximately 47,948
persons by 2045. The City’s projected population would be approximately
39.4 percent greater than SCAG’s forecast. Similarly, the City’s projected
housing stock and employment would be approximately 38.4 percent and
10.9 percent greater than SCAG forecasts, respectively. The General Plan
Update growth projections would exceed SCAG’s 2045 population,
housing stock, and employment projections for the City of Lawndale.
General Plan Update growth projections form the basis of SCAG’s planning
and policy documents, including regional growth forecasts. Thus, the
growth anticipated with the General Plan Update would be considered in
SCAG’s updated growth forecasts for the City. In addition, the proposed
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Project is intended to implement the City’s 2021-2029 Housing Element;
SCAG’s Connect SoCal growth forecasts through 2045 do not consider the
regional housing need for the 2021-2029 period, as jurisdictional allocations
were not known at the time of SCAG’s Connect SoCal adoption. The
regional housing needs would be included as part of SCAG’s future growth
forecasts.

The proposed General Plan Update includes policies and actions that
mitigate environmental impacts associated with growth, such as air quality,
noise, traffic, water supply, and water quality effects. Further, the General
Plan Update accounts for the proposed Project’s anticipated population
growth and establishes goals, policies, and actions to accommodate such
growth. The proposed Land Use Element Goal LU-2 seeks to manage and
direct growth so that the community and its neighborhoods are protected
and enhanced. With implementation of General Plan Update policies and
actions intended to guide growth to appropriate areas and provide services
necessary to accommodate growth, the land uses allowed under the
proposed General Plan Update, the infrastructure anticipated to
accommodate proposed land uses, and the goal and policy framework
would not induce growth that would exceed adopted thresholds beyond
those disclosed and analyzed throughout the Draft EIR. Therefore,
population and housing growth associated with the proposed General Plan
Update would result a less than significant impact, as there are no additional
potential environmental impacts beyond those analyzed and disclosed in the
Draft EIR that would result from growth accommodated by the proposed
project.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Policy LU-1.2: Balance Jobs and Housing. Balance levels of employment and housing
within the community to provide more opportunities for Lawndale residents to work
locally, reduce commute times, and improve air quality.

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.
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Goal LU-2: Managed Growth. A City that manages and directs growth to strategic
locations so that the community and its neighborhoods are protected and enhanced.

Policy LU-2.2: Focused Areas for New Development. Encourage new development to
be focused within the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area and within the City’s
Housing Opportunity Overlay sites to preserve the character of the community’s existing
single-family uses, promote active transportation options, and create vibrant mixed-use
activity nodes.

Policy LU-3.1: Surrounding Uses. Consider as part of the development review process
the compatibility of new development with surrounding uses and the ability of new
development to enhance the character of the surrounding area.

Action LU-3c: Through the development review process, evaluate development proposals
for land use and transportation network compatibility with existing surrounding or abutting
development and neighborhoods.

2. Displacement of Housing

Threshold: ~ Would the project displace substantial numbers of existing people or
housing, necessitating the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact POP-2, pages 5.14-10 through
5.14-11)

Explanation: The General Plan Update will accommodate future growth in Lawndale,
including new businesses, expansion of existing businesses, and new
residential uses. New growth is anticipated to occur primarily within the
Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area. Overall, the proposed Project
would provide new development opportunities to support the vision for
development consistent with the General Plan Update and the State’s
Housing Element Law, including accommodating the City’s 2021-2029
RHNA.

The Project does not propose any site-specific development at this time;
therefore, no existing residents would be displaced. The General Plan
Update establishes goals, policies, and actions to ensure the compatibility
of new and existing development, including housing. The proposed Land
Use Element Goal LU-2 seeks to manage and direct growth so that the
community and its neighborhoods are protected and enhanced. Goal LU-3
supports new development to be sensitively integrated with existing
development. Policy LU-3.1 ensures the City considers the compatibility of
new development with surrounding uses and the ability of new development
to enhance the character of the surrounding area. Therefore, impacts of the
proposed General Plan Update on the displacement of people or housing are
considered less than significant and no mitigation is required. The policies
listed below would further ensure that a range of housing types are provided
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in the City, and that housing conditions are evaluated as the housing supply
ages.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Goal LU-2: Managed Growth. A City that manages and directs growth to strategic
locations so that the community and its neighborhoods are protected and enhanced.

Policy LU-2.2: Focused Areas for New Development. Encourage new development to
be focused within the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area and within the City’s
Housing Opportunity Overlay sites to preserve the character of the community’s existing
single-family uses, promote active transportation options, and create vibrant mixed-use
activity nodes.

Policy LU-2.3: Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan. Facilitate the redevelopment of
Hawthorne Boulevard through implementation of the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan
which encourages a mixture of quality multi-family housing development, local- and
destination-type commercial uses, eateries, and civic uses such as cultural and performing
art facilities in innovative development formats.

Action LU-2e: Implement the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan to guide future
development in this area. This includes reviewing and revising the implementation
strategies identified in the Specific Plan as part of the Specific Plan’s comprehensive
update, and prioritizing the most critical actions for funding and staff resources.

Policy LU-3.1: Surrounding Uses. Consider as part of the development review process
the compatibility of new development with surrounding uses and the ability of new
development to enhance the character of the surrounding area.

Policy LU-3.3: Code Compliance. Require land use compatibility through adherence to
the policies, standards, and regulations in the Municipal Code, Zoning Code, and other
regulations or administrative procedures that manage the form and relationship of projects
and uses.

Policy LU-3.4: Residential Uses. Require that new residential development be designed
to protect residents from potential conflicts with adjacent land uses, and other features
including transportation facilities.
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Action LU-3c: Through the development review process, evaluate development proposals
for land use and transportation network compatibility with existing surrounding or abutting
development and neighborhoods.

Action LU-3e: Analyze land use compatibility through the development review process to
require adequate buffers and/or architectural enhancements that protect sensitive receptors
from intrusion of development activities that may cause unwanted nuisances and health

risks.

N. PUBLIC SERVICES

1. Fire Protection

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Fire Protection and Emergency Services?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact PS-1, pages 5.15-9 through 5.15-
13)

Development accommodated under the General Plan Update would result
in additional residents and businesses in the City. 2045 buildout under the
General Plan Update could yield a net change over existing conditions of
an additional 3,942 housing units, an additional population of 9,482 people,
an additional 808,864 square feet of non-residential building square
footage, and an additional 2,738 jobs within the Planning Area. According
to LACOFD, there are no plans to expand Station 21 and/or develop a new
fire station for Lawndale. Future development projected in the General Plan
Update may result in the need for additional LACoFD resources (i.e.,
additional staffing, equipment, expanded/new facilities). At this time, it is
unknown whether LACoFD would need to expand or construct new
facilities to meet the demand of future development in the Planning Area.
Future development is assumed to occur over time through 2045; thus, any
increase in demand for fire protection services would occur gradually as
additional development and associated population growth is added to the
City. The General Plan Update includes a range of policies and actions to
ensure that fire protection and emergency services are provided in a timely
fashion, are adequately funded, are coordinated between the City and the
LACOFD, and that new development funds its fair share of services.
Proposed Land Use Element Policy LU-1.5 directs the City to maintain
appropriate sites for institutional and public facility uses that can
accommodate the infrastructure and facilities needed to serve the
community. Action LU-1e directs the City to initiate a coordinated process
to regularly review and adjust population assumptions and forecasts in
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conjunction with the DOF, SCAG, and County in order to adequately plan
for growth. Policy LU-2.6 provides notification to adjacent jurisdictions and
agencies of proposed land use actions within the Planning Area that may
affect them and takes appropriate action to consider and respond to their
concerns. Proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-1.5 supports policies
and programs that facilitate the availability of adequate resources to respond
to health, fire, and police emergencies. Action PS-le directs the
investigation and pursuit of available funding sources to fund safety
programs, provide services, upgrade/construct facilities, and purchase
equipment. Policy PS-4.1 coordinates fire protection services with
LACOoFD so that sufficient capacity, stations, personnel, and equipment are
available to meet needs in Lawndale for fire protection and related
emergency services. Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy PF-1.1
requires that the capital improvement program be maintained and financed
to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate
and efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.
Policy PF-1.2 ensures that new development and major redevelopment
provides for and funds its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public
infrastructure, public services, and other public facilities. Policy PF-1.10
directs the collaboration with the various regional facility and service
providers to deliver high levels of service to Lawndale residents, and to plan
for new development. Action PF-1a promotes the coordination with outside
service providers and other agencies regarding their public facility plans and
provides local input on goals, objectives, and projects. Action PF-1d
requires any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.
Action PF-1e directs the City to participate in regional and sub-regional
planning forums that may address matters affecting the quality of life in
Lawndale and the region. LACoFD would continue to regularly monitor fire
department resources to ensure that adequate facilities, staffing, and
equipment are available to serve existing and future development and
population increases. Further, as development occurs, a proportional
increase in property tax, charges for LACoFD services, and other funding
sources would increase and offset impacts of new development on
LACoFD’s existing resources in the City.

Future site-specific development would be required to comply with
applicable City, County, and State code and ordinance requirements for fire
protection. The Lawndale Municipal Code Chapter 15.20, Fire Code,
adopts and incorporates the California Fire Code, as amended by Title 32
the Los Angeles County Fire Code, by reference. As part of the
development review process, site-specific development proposals would be
required to comply with standard LACoFD conditions of approval.
LACOoFD Fire Prevention Division reviews site plans to ensure that access
and water system requirements, which would enhance the proposed
development’s fire protection, are adequate.
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The environmental effect of providing the fire protection and emergency
services is associated with the physical impacts of providing new and
expanded facilities. The specific impacts of providing new and expanded
facilities cannot be determined at this time, as the General Plan Update does
not propose or authorize development nor does it designate specific sites for
new or expanded public facilities. However, the facilities would be
primarily provided on sites with land use designations that allow such uses
and the environmental impacts of constructing and operating the facilities
would likely be similar to those associated with new development,
redevelopment, and infrastructure projects anticipated under the General
Plan Update. Any future development under the General Plan Update would
be required to comply with regulations, policies, and standards included in
the General Plan Update, and would be subject to CEQA review as
appropriate. Therefore, impacts related to the provision of fire protection
and emergency services are less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.5: Public Services for Quality of Life. Maintain appropriate sites for
institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the infrastructure and facilities
needed to serve the community.

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.

Policy LU-2.6: Regional Growth. Notify adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed
land use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and take appropriate action
to consider and respond to their concerns.

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-1.5:Resources. Support policies and programs that facilitate the availability of
adequate resources to respond to health, fire, and police emergencies.

Action PS-1e: Investigate and pursue available funding sources to fund safety programs,
provide services, upgrade/construct facilities, and purchase equipment.

Policy PS-4.1:Fire Protection Services. Coordinate fire protection services with
LACOoFD so that sufficient capacity, stations, personnel, and equipment are available to
meet needs in Lawndale for fire protection and related emergency services.

Policy PS-4.2:Development Review. Involve LACoFD in the development review
process so that fire safety is addressed in new and modified developments.
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Policy PS-4.4:Building Fire Codes. Require that all buildings and facilities within the
City comply with local, State, and Federal regulatory standards such as the California
Building and Fire Codes, as well as other applicable fire safety standards.

Action PS-4a: Require all new habitable structures be designed in accordance with the
most recent California Building and Fire Code with local amendments adopted by the City.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Goal PF-1: Infrastructure and Public Services. A community with adequate, reliable
public and quasi-public infrastructure and services to support existing and future
development.

Policy PF-1.1: Capital Improvements. Maintain and finance the capital improvement
program to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.

Policy PF-1.2: Fair Share. Require that new development and major redevelopment
provide for and fund its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure
and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and other public facilities.

Policy PF-1.3: Public Facility Plans. Maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate Regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for public facilities
and services in Lawndale.

Policy PF-1.4: Revenue Sources. Identify and proactively pursue all available sources of
revenue to meet public infrastructure and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and
other public facilities needs.

Policy PF-1.5: Infrastructure Rehabilitation. Regularly maintain and rehabilitate public
facilities and critical infrastructure to extend its useful life; prioritize infrastructure
improvements in areas targeted for near-term redevelopment and in areas designated as
lower-income and/or disadvantaged communities.

Policy PF-1.8: Regional Issues. Continue to participate in the preparation of plans and
programs addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues.

Policy PF-1.9:Cost Sharing. Explore equitable methods for sharing the costs of facilities
or services that serve multiple jurisdictions in the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments and/or Los Angeles County.

Policy PF-1.10: Regional Services Providers. Collaborate with the various regional
facility and service providers to deliver high levels of service to Lawndale residents, and
to plan for new development.
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Policy PF-1.11: Capital Improvement Planning. Encourage agencies to carry out long-
range capital improvement planning, which includes funding methods for the construction
of projects that are compatible with regional land use planning goals and objectives.

Action PF-1a: Regularly coordinate with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and provide local input on goals, objectives, and
projects.

Action PF-1b: Maintain records regarding the quality and status of public facilities and
critical infrastructure and use this information to inform the capital improvement planning
process.

Action PF-1c: Study mechanisms for funding and phasing of new infrastructure.

Action PF-1d: Require any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

Action PF-1e:Participate in regional and sub-regional planning forums that may address
matters affecting the quality of life in Lawndale and the region.

2. Police Protection

Threshold: ~ Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Law Enforcement Services?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact PS-2, pages 5.15-13 through 5.15-
16)

Explanation: Development accommodated under the General Plan Update would result
in additional residents and businesses in the City, which would increase
demand for police protection services provided by the Los Angeles County
Sheriff’s Department (LASD). Additional facilities, personnel, and
equipment may be required to maintain adequate levels of police protection
within the City. Development assumed by the General Plan Update is
expected to occur gradually over time through 2045; thus, any increase in
demand for police protection services would similarly occur gradually as
additional development and associated population growth is added to the
Planning Area, which also depends on the economic market demands. As
individual projects are proposed within the Planning Area, LASD service
levels and staffing requirements would be evaluated on an annual basis to
determine if additional staffing and/or facilities would be required. If the
General Plan Update is adopted, LASD would utilize the projected growth
in population, dwelling units, and nonresidential development to effectively
plan for increases in population and police protection service demand. The
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General Plan Update includes a range of policies and actions, to ensure that
adequate police protection services are provided to serve growth associated
with implementation of the General Plan Update. Proposed Land Use
Element Policy LU-1.5 directs the City to maintain appropriate sites for
institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the
infrastructure and facilities needed to serve the community. Action LU-1e
directs the City to initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and
adjust population assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the DOF,
SCAG, and County in order to adequately plan for growth. Policy LU-2.6
provides notification to adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed land
use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and takes
appropriate action to consider and respond to their concerns. Proposed
Public Safety Element Policy PS-1.5 supports policies and programs that
facilitate the availability of adequate resources to respond to health, fire,
and police emergencies. Action PS-1e directs the investigation and pursuit
of available funding sources to fund safety programs, provide services,
upgrade/construct facilities, and purchase equipment. Proposed Community
Facilities Element Policy PF-1.1 requires that the capital improvement
program be maintained and financed to ensure the timely implementation
of the General Plan and the adequate and efficient provision of public
facility and municipal improvements. Policy PF-1.2 ensures that new
development and major redevelopment provides for and funds its fair share
of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure, public services, and
other public facilities. Policy PF-1.10 ensures collaboration with the various
regional facility and service providers to deliver high levels of service to
Lawndale residents, and to plan for new development. Action PF-1a directs
the coordination with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and provides local input on goals,
objectives, and projects. Action PF-1d requires any new development or
major redevelopment that would put local and/or regional facilities at or
near capacity to upgrade those facilities. Action PF-1e directs the City to
participate in regional and sub-regional planning forums that may address
matters affecting the quality of life in Lawndale and the region.

The environmental effect of providing police protection services is
associated with the physical impacts of providing new and expanded
facilities. The specific impacts of providing new and expanded facilities
cannot be determined at this time, as the General Plan Update does not
propose or authorize development nor does it designate specific sites for
new or expanded public facilities. If new police facilities are needed to serve
growth associated with future development anticipated by the General Plan
Update, the facilities would most likely be provided on sites with land use
designations that allow such uses and the environmental impacts of
constructing and operating the facilities would likely be similar to those
associated with new development, redevelopment, and infrastructure
projects under the General Plan Update. Any future development under the
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General Plan Update would be required to comply with regulations,
policies, and standards included in the General Plan Update, and would be
subject to CEQA review as appropriate. Therefore, impacts related to the
provision of police protection services are less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.5: Public Services for Quality of Life. Maintain appropriate sites for
institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the infrastructure and facilities
needed to serve the community.

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.

Policy LU-2.6: Regional Growth. Notify adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed
land use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and take appropriate action
to consider and respond to their concerns.

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-1.5: Resources. Support policies and programs that facilitate the availability of
adequate resources to respond to health, fire, and police emergencies.

Action PS-1e: Investigate and pursue available funding sources to fund safety programs,
provide services, upgrade/construct facilities, and purchase equipment.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Goal PF-1: Infrastructure and Public Services. A community with adequate, reliable
public and quasi-public infrastructure and services to support existing and future
development.

Policy PF-1.1: Capital Improvements. Maintain and finance the capital improvement
program to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.

Policy PF-1.2: Fair Share. Require that new development and major redevelopment
provide for and fund its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure
and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and other public facilities.

Policy PF-1.3: Public Facility Plans. Maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate Regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for public facilities
and services in Lawndale.
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Policy PF-1.4: Revenue Sources. Identify and proactively pursue all available sources of
revenue to meet public infrastructure and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and
other public facilities needs.

Policy PF-1.5: Infrastructure Rehabilitation. Regularly maintain and rehabilitate public
facilities and critical infrastructure to extend its useful life; prioritize infrastructure
improvements in areas targeted for near-term redevelopment and in areas designated as
lower-income and/or disadvantaged communities.

Policy PF-1.8: Regional Issues. Continue to participate in the preparation of plans and
programs addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues.

Policy PF-1.9: Cost Sharing. Explore equitable methods for sharing the costs of facilities
or services that serve multiple jurisdictions in the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments and/or Los Angeles County.

Policy PF-1.10: Regional Services Providers. Collaborate with the various regional
facility and service providers to deliver high levels of service to Lawndale residents, and
to plan for new development.

Policy PF-1.11: Capital Improvement Planning. Encourage agencies to carry out long-
range capital improvement planning, which includes funding methods for the construction
of projects that are compatible with regional land use planning goals and objectives.

Action PF-1a: Regularly coordinate with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and provide local input on goals, objectives, and
projects.

Action PF-1b: Maintain records regarding the quality and status of public facilities and
critical infrastructure and use this information to inform the capital improvement planning
process.

Action PF-1c: Study mechanisms for funding and phasing of new infrastructure.

Action PF-1d: Require any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

Action PF-1e: Participate in regional and sub-regional planning forums that may address
matters affecting the quality of life in Lawndale and the region.

3. Schools

Threshold: ~ Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Schools?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact PS-3, pages 5.15-16 through 5.15-
20)

Implementation of the General Plan Update could result in the development
of up to 3,942 housing units over existing conditions. Assuming all new
development anticipated under the proposed General Plan Update occurs
within the LESD and CVUHSD’s school boundary, the Project would
generate approximately 2,760 students (1,971 elementary/middle school
students and 789 high school students). As mentioned above, the CVUHSD
presumes that school facilities have a useful life span of 20 years before
modernization is needed in order to maintain the same level of service as
previously existed; therefore, the costs of modernized/expanded school
facilities are based on anticipated 20-year growth generated by new
development within the CVUHSD district area.

The exact location of future development and associated student generation
is currently unknown. However, future development projected within the
General Plan Update is anticipated to occur gradually through 2045 and
would be largely based on market demand. Thus, any increase in demand
for school services would occur gradually as additional development occurs
in the Planning Area. The General Plan Update includes policies and
actions, to ensure that adequate services are provided to serve growth
associated with implementation of the General Plan Update. Proposed Land
Use Element Policy LU-1.5 directs the City to maintain appropriate sites for
institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the
infrastructure and facilities needed to serve the community. Action LU-1e
directs the City to initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and
adjust population assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the DOF,
SCAG, and County in order to adequately plan for growth. Policy LU-2.6
provides notification to adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed land
use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and takes
appropriate action to consider and respond to their concerns. Proposed
Community Facilities Element Policy PF-1.1 requires that the capital
improvement program be maintained and financed to ensure the timely
implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and efficient provision
of public facility and municipal improvements. Policy PF-1.2 ensures that
new development and major redevelopment provides for and funds its fair
share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure, public services,
and other public facilities. Policy PF-1.10 ensures collaboration with the
various regional facility and service providers to deliver high levels of
service to Lawndale residents, and to plan for new development. Action PF-
la directs coordination with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and provides local input on goals,
objectives, and projects. Action PF-1d requires any new development or
major redevelopment that would put local and/or regional facilities at or
near capacity to upgrade those facilities. Action PF-1e directs the City to
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participate in regional and sub-regional planning forums that may address
matters affecting the quality of life in Lawndale and the region. Policy PF-
6.1 encourages the maintenance of high-quality schools and diverse
educational opportunities in Lawndale. Policy PF-6.3 directs the City to
work with developers and the school districts to ensure the payment of fees,
construction, and expansion of school facilities to address expected
increases in school-age population. Action PF-6a directs the City to work
with school districts to ensure adequate school facilities are provided and
maintained in the community. This includes consultation with school
districts during the processing of development proposals and requiring the
mitigation of impacts to schools in compliance with State law.

School districts assess development impact fees against residential and non-
residential development to mitigate impacts resulting from the increase in
demand for school related services. Individual development projects in
accordance with the General Plan Update would be required to pay the
statutory fees, so that school facilities can be constructed/expanded, if
necessary, at the nearest sites to accommodate the impact of project-
generated students, reducing impacts to a less than significant level.

The environmental effect of providing school services is associated with the
physical impacts of providing new and expanded facilities. The specific
impacts of providing new and expanded facilities cannot be determined at
this time, as the General Plan Update does not propose or authorize
development of new or expanded school facilities. If the school districts
serving the City determine that new school facilities are needed to serve
growth associated with future development anticipated by the General Plan
Update, the schools would most likely be provided on sites with land use
designations that allow such uses and the environmental impacts of
constructing and operating the facilities would likely be similar to those
associated with new development, redevelopment, and infrastructure
projects under the General Plan Update. Any future development under the
General Plan Update would be required to comply with regulations,
policies, and standards included in the General Plan Update, and
development of school facilities would be subject to CEQA review as
appropriate. Therefore, impacts related to the provision of schools are less
than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.5: Public Services for Quality of Life. Maintain appropriate sites for
institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the infrastructure and facilities
needed to serve the community.
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Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.

Policy LU-2.6: Regional Growth. Notify adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed
land use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and take appropriate action
to consider and respond to their concerns.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Goal PF-1: Infrastructure and Public Services. A community with adequate, reliable
public and quasi-public infrastructure and services to support existing and future
development.

Policy PF-1.1: Capital Improvements. Maintain and finance the capital improvement
program to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.

Policy PF-1.2: Fair Share. Require that new development and major redevelopment
provide for and fund its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure
and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and other public facilities.

Policy PF-1.3: Public Facility Plans. Maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate Regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for public facilities
and services in Lawndale.

Policy PF-1.4: Revenue Sources. Identify and proactively pursue all available sources of
revenue to meet public infrastructure and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and
other public facilities needs.

Policy PF-1.5: Infrastructure Rehabilitation. Regularly maintain and rehabilitate public
facilities and critical infrastructure to extend its useful life; prioritize infrastructure
improvements in areas targeted for near-term redevelopment and in areas designated as
lower-income and/or disadvantaged communities.

Policy PF-1.8: Regional Issues. Continue to participate in the preparation of plans and
programs addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues.

Policy PF-1.9: Cost Sharing. Explore equitable methods for sharing the costs of facilities
or services that serve multiple jurisdictions in the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments and/or Los Angeles County.

Policy PF-1.10: Regional Services Providers. Collaborate with the various regional
facility and service providers to deliver high levels of service to Lawndale residents, and
to plan for new development.
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Policy PF-1.11: Capital Improvement Planning. Encourage agencies to carry out long-
range capital improvement planning, which includes funding methods for the construction
of projects that are compatible with regional land use planning goals and objectives.

Action PF-1a: Regularly coordinate with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and provide local input on goals, objectives, and
projects.

Action PF-1b: Maintain records regarding the quality and status of public facilities and
critical infrastructure and use this information to inform the capital improvement planning
process.

Action PF-1c: Study mechanisms for funding and phasing of new infrastructure.

Action PF-1d: Require any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

Action PF-1e: Participate in regional and sub-regional planning forums that may address
matters affecting the quality of life in Lawndale and the region.

Policy PF-6.1: Education and Learning. Continue to encourage the maintenance of high-
quality schools and diverse educational opportunities in Lawndale.

Policy PF-6.2: Lifelong Learning. Proactively cooperate with the Lawndale Elementary
School District and Centinela Valley Union High School District to encourage the
provision of lifelong learning opportunities for persons living and working in Lawndale.

Policy PF-6.3: School Facilities. Work with developers and the school districts to ensure
the payment of fees, construction, and expansion of school facilities to address expected
increases in school-age population.

Action PF-6a: Continue to work with the school districts to ensure adequate school
facilities are provided and maintained in the community. Specifically, the City should:

. During the processing of residential and non-residential development proposals,
ensure the school districts are consulted regarding the potential impact of the
project on educational services and facilities. When proposed developments cannot
be served by existing facilities and services, the City shall work with the developer
and the school district in exploring options for service provision and facility
funding.

o Prior to approving a project that is likely to generate students, require the applicant
to mitigate school impacts to the full extent permitted by State law through land
dedications, payment of fees, participation in a special assessment district, or any
combination of the above.

o Cooperate with school districts to update population projections, student generation
formulas, potential school sites, and facilities improvement plans.
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4.

Libraries

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Library Facilities?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact PS-4, pages 5.15-20 through 5.15-
23)

Development accommodated under the General Plan Update would result
in additional residents and businesses in the City, which would potentially
increase the demand for public services, including library services. The
Lawndale Library is a part of, and is operated by, the LA County Library
system. Future development anticipated by the General Plan Update may
result in the need for additional LA County Library resources (i.e.,
additional staffing, equipment, expanded/new facilities). At this time, it is
unknown whether LA County Library would need to expand or construct
new facilities to meet the demand of future development in the Planning
Area. The General Plan Update includes policies and actions to ensure that
library services are adequately funded, are coordinated between the City
and the LA County Library, and that new development funds its fair share
of services. Proposed Land Use Element Policy LU-1.5 directs the City to
maintain appropriate sites for institutional and public facility uses that can
accommodate the infrastructure and facilities needed to serve the
community. Action LU-1e directs the City to initiate a coordinated process
to regularly review and adjust population assumptions and forecasts in
conjunction with the DOF, SCAG, and County in order to adequately plan
for growth. Policy LU-2.6 provides notification to adjacent jurisdictions and
agencies of proposed land use actions within the Planning Area that may
affect them and takes appropriate action to consider and respond to their
concerns. Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy PF-1.1 requires
that the capital improvement program be maintained and financed to ensure
the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements. Policy
PF-1.2 ensures that new development and major redevelopment provides
for and funds its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public
infrastructure, public services, and other public facilities. Policy PF-1.10
ensures collaboration with the various regional facility and service
providers to deliver high levels of service to Lawndale residents, and to plan
for new development. Action PF-la directs coordination with outside
service providers and other agencies regarding their public facility plans and
provides local input on goals, objectives, and projects. Action PF-1d
requires any new development or major redevelopment that would put local



Findings
Page 132 of 264

and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.
Action PF-1e directs the City to participate in regional and sub-regional
planning forums that may address matters affecting the quality of life in
Lawndale and the region. Policy PF-6.6 directs the City to work with the
LA County Library system to provide library facilities and services
necessary to meet the needs of all segments of the community. Action PF-
6b directs the City to work with the LA County Library system to ensure
that library development keeps pace with overall City development and
population growth.

The environmental effect of providing library services is associated with the
physical impacts of providing new and expanded facilities. The specific
impacts of providing new and expanded facilities cannot be determined at
this time, as the General Plan Update does not propose or authorize
development nor does it designate specific sites for new or expanded public
facilities. However, the facilities would be primarily provided on sites with
land use designations that allow such uses and the environmental impacts
of constructing and operating the facilities would likely be similar to those
associated with new development, redevelopment, and infrastructure
projects under the General Plan Update. Any future development under the
General Plan Update would be required to comply with regulations,
policies, and standards included in the General Plan Update, and would be
subject to CEQA review as appropriate. Therefore, impacts related to the
provision of library services are less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.5: Public Services for Quality of Life. Maintain appropriate sites for
institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the infrastructure and facilities
needed to serve the community.

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.

Policy LU-2.6: Regional Growth. Notify adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed
land use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and take appropriate action
to consider and respond to their concerns.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Goal PF-1: Infrastructure and Public Services. A community with adequate, reliable
public and quasi-public infrastructure and services to support existing and future
development.



Findings
Page 133 of 264

Policy PF-1.1: Capital Improvements. Maintain and finance the capital improvement
program to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.

Policy PF-1.2: Fair Share. Require that new development and major redevelopment
provide for and fund its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure
and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and other public facilities.

Policy PF-1.3: Public Facility Plans. Maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate Regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for public facilities
and services in Lawndale.

Policy PF-1.4: Revenue Sources. Identify and proactively pursue all available sources of
revenue to meet public infrastructure and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and
other public facilities needs.

Policy PF-1.5: Infrastructure Rehabilitation. Regularly maintain and rehabilitate public
facilities and critical infrastructure to extend its useful life; prioritize infrastructure
improvements in areas targeted for near-term redevelopment and in areas designated as
lower-income and/or disadvantaged communities.

Policy PF-1.8: Regional Issues. Continue to participate in the preparation of plans and
programs addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues.

Policy PF-1.9: Cost Sharing. Explore equitable methods for sharing the costs of facilities
or services that serve multiple jurisdictions in the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments and/or Los Angeles County.

Policy PF-1.10: Regional Services Providers. Collaborate with the various regional
facility and service providers to deliver high levels of service to Lawndale residents, and
to plan for new development.

Policy PF-1.11: Capital Improvement Planning. Encourage agencies to carry out
long-range capital improvement planning, which includes funding methods for the
construction of projects that are compatible with regional land use planning goals and
objectives.

Action PF-1a: Regularly coordinate with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and provide local input on goals, objectives, and
projects.

Action PF-1b: Maintain records regarding the quality and status of public facilities and
critical infrastructure and use this information to inform the capital improvement planning
process.

Action PF-1c: Study mechanisms for funding and phasing of new infrastructure.
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Action PF-1d: Require any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

Action PF-1e: Participate in regional and sub-regional planning forums that may address
matters affecting the quality of life in Lawndale and the region.

Policy PF-6.6: Libraries. Work closely with the Los Angeles County Library system to
provide library facilities and services necessary to meet the needs of all segments of the
community.

Action PF-6b: Continue to work with the Los Angeles County Library system to ensure
that library development keeps pace with overall City development and population growth.

O. PARKS AND RECREATION

1. Increased Use of Parks/Recreation Facilities

Threshold: ~ Would the project increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional
parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact PR-1, pages 5.16-4 through 5.16-
8)

Explanation: 2045 buildout under the General Plan Update could yield a net change over
existing conditions of an additional 3,942 housing units, resulting in an
additional population of 9,482 people within the Planning Area. These new
residents are expected to use park and recreational facilities, and this
additional use may result in greater demands on parks and recreational
facilities in the Planning Area such that deterioration of these facilities could
occur or be accelerated. The additional demand on existing parks and
recreational facilities would increase the need for maintenance and
improvements. These improvements could have environmental impacts,
although the exact impacts cannot be determined since the potential
improvements are currently unknown.

The City does not currently have an adopted standard of parkland acreage
to residents. However, the General Plan Update does include the adoption
of a parkland standard of 3.0 acres of parkland per 1,000 residents. The
provision of new parks and recreation facilities would help to reduce the
potential for adverse impacts and physical deterioration of existing parks
and recreation facilities, by providing additional facilities to accommodate
the demand for parks and recreation facilities. These new facilities would
be provided at a pace and in locations appropriate to serve new
development.

Development under the General Plan Update could indirectly lead to the
construction of new parks and recreation facilities to serve new growth and
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to meet existing parks and recreation needs. The General Plan Update
supports the creation of new parks and recreation facilities to accommodate
a wide range of activities for all age groups. Proposed Resource
Management Element Policy RM-1.1 strives to provide residents with a
variety of useable and accessible public recreational lands, facilities, trails,
open space, and amenities. Policy RM-1.2 strives to achieve a minimum
parkland standard of three acres per 1,000 City residents. Policy RM-1.4
directs the City to actively pursue financing for parkland acquisition and
maintenance, and allocate sufficient funding to park development to support
the community’s recreational needs. Policy RM-1.5 directs City
collaboration with school districts, local and regional agencies, and private
developers to create partnerships and joint-use agreements that broaden the
range of recreation facility options available to the public. Policy RM-1.8
recognizes the value of non-traditional public and semi-public open space
and encourages creativity and innovation during the development and
provision of additional open space or parks to supplement the City’s green
space and parks. Action RM-1a directs the City to periodically review and
update the park development fee ordinance as necessary to better reflect
current costs and needs to address park demand generated by infill
development. Action RM-1b directs the City to pursue available resources
to fund recreation facilities and parkland acquisition, development, and
maintenance. Action RM-1c directs the creation of a Master Parks Plan to
guide the provision and maintenance of parkland in the City. Action RM-
1d works with the Lawndale Elementary School District to maximize the
joint use of facilities and pursues additional partnerships with public and
private entities, including adjacent jurisdictions, for the joint use of and
expanded access to, regional parks, open space, and recreational programs.

The General Plan Update does not specifically propose any development
projects, including parks. As a result, site-specific physical impacts of
future park development and construction cannot be determined until
projects are brought forward for review. As future parks and recreation
projects are considered by the City, each project will be evaluated for
conformance with the General Plan, Municipal Code, and other applicable
regulations. Parks and recreation projects would also be analyzed for
potential environmental impacts, consistent with the requirements of
CEQA.

In addition to ensuring that new and expanded parks and recreation facilities
are provided to accommodate new growth, the General Plan Update
includes policies and actions to ensure that parks and recreation facilities
are adequately maintained and improved to serve both existing and planned
growth. Proposed Land Use Element Policy LU-1.5 requires the City to
maintain appropriate sites for institutional and public facility uses that can
accommodate the infrastructure and facilities needed to serve the
community. Action LU-1e directs the City to regularly review and adjust
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population assumptions and forecasts in order to adequately plan for
growth. Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy CF-1.1 maintains
and finances the capital improvement program to ensure the timely
implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and efficient provision
of public facility and municipal improvements. Policy CF-1.2 ensures that
new development and major redevelopment provides for and funds its fair
share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure, public services,
and other public facilities. Action CF-1d requires any new development or
major redevelopment that would put local and/or regional facilities at or
near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

Although implementation of the General Plan Update would cause an
incremental increase in demand for parks in the future, this increase could
be reduced to a less than significant level by the provision of public parkland
and private on-site recreational amenities and through the payment of park
fees, as established in Municipal Code Chapter 12.34. Compliance with and
the implementation of applicable General Plan Update policies and actions
and compliance with the City Municipal Code would ensure parks and
recreational facilities would not be overused to the point of substantial
deterioration.

The General Plan Update does not propose or approve the construction or
expansion of parks or recreational facilities. Any new parks or recreational
facilities that may be constructed in the future would be primarily provided
on sites with land use designations that allow such uses and the
environmental impacts of constructing and operating the parks and
recreational facilities would likely be similar to those associated with new
development, redevelopment, and infrastructure projects under the General
Plan. Any future development under the General Plan Update would be
required to comply with regulations, policies, and standards included in the
General Plan Update, and would be subject to CEQA review as appropriate.
Therefore, impacts to parks and recreational facilities associated with
implementation of the General Plan Update would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.5: Public Services for Quality of Life. Maintain appropriate sites for
institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the infrastructure and facilities
needed to serve the community.

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.



Findings
Page 137 of 264

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-1.1: Recreation Types. Provide residents a variety of useable and accessible
public recreational lands, facilities, trails, open space, and amenities.

Policy RM-1.2: Parkland Standard. Achieve a minimum parkland standard of 3 acres
per 1,000 City residents.

Policy RM-1.4: Parkland Funding. Actively pursue financing for parkland acquisition
and maintenance, and allocate sufficient funding to park development to support the
community’s recreational needs.

Policy RM-1.5: Partnerships and Joint-Use Agreements. Collaborate with school
districts, local and regional agencies, and private developers to create partnerships and
joint-use agreements that broaden the range of recreation facility options available to the
public.

Policy RM-1.8: Creative Open Space and Parks. Recognize the value of non-traditional
public and semi-public open space and encourage creativity and innovation during the
development and provision of additional open space or parks, including but not limited to
plazas, parklets, pedestrian paths, patios, rooftop gardens, community gardens, parkways,
green space integrated into parking structures, and temporary or semi-permanent gathering
spaces, to supplement the City’s green space and parks.

Action RM-1a: Periodically review and update the park development fee ordinance as
necessary to better reflect current costs and needs to address park demand generated by
infill development.

Action RM-1b: Pursue available resources to fund recreation facilities and parkland
acquisition, development, and maintenance, including but not limited to, State and Federal
grants, special districts, private donations, gifts, and endowments.

Action RM-1c: Prepare and adopt a Master Parks Plan to guide the provision and
maintenance of parkland. The Master Park Plan should be designed to serve as a statement
of general policy and desired City standards for location and development of public parks
and community open space areas, with definite time frames outlined.

Action RM-1d: Continue to work with the Lawndale Elementary School District to
maximize the joint use of facilities and pursue additional partnerships with public and
private entities, including adjacent jurisdictions, for the joint use of and expanded access
to, regional parks, open space, and recreational programs.

Action RM-1h: Consider the creative use of space for the median along Hathorne
Boulevard to expand available open space and opportunities for physical fitness, including
but not limited to, greenways, parklets, bike or pedestrian paths, and a fitness trail.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT
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Goal CF-1: Infrastructure and Public Services. A community with adequate, reliable
public and quasi-public infrastructure and services to support existing and future
development.

Policy CF-1.1: Capital Improvements. Maintain and finance the capital improvement
program to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.

Policy CF-1.2: Fair Share. Require that new development and major redevelopment
provide for and fund its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure
and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and other public facilities.

Policy CF-1.3: Public Facility Plans. Maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate Regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for public facilities
and services in Lawndale.

Policy CF-1.4: Revenue Sources. Identify and proactively pursue all available sources of
revenue to meet public infrastructure and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and
other public facilities needs.

Policy CF-1.5: Infrastructure Rehabilitation. Regularly maintain and rehabilitate public
facilities and critical infrastructure to extend its useful life; prioritize infrastructure
improvements in areas targeted for near-term redevelopment and in areas designated as
lower-income and/or disadvantaged communities.

Action CF-1b: Maintain records regarding the quality and status of public facilities and
critical infrastructure and use this information to inform the capital improvement planning
process.

Action CF-1c: Study mechanisms for funding and phasing of new infrastructure.

Action CF-1d: Require any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

2. Construction and Expansion of Parks/Recreation Facilities

Threshold:  Does the project include recreational facilities or require the construction or
expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical
effect on the environment?

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Parks?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact PR-2, pages 5.16-8 through 5.16-
11)

No site-specific projects are proposed under the General Plan Update. 2045
buildout under the General Plan Update could yield a net change over
existing conditions of an additional 3,942 housing units and an additional
population of 9,482 people. Based on the General Plan Update’s proposed
standard of three acres per 1,000 residents, the increase in population due
to implementation of the Project would require approximately 96.1 acres of
additional parkland, for a total of 122.3 acres of parkland. Construction of
these future parks could result in environmental impacts. At the time future
parks are proposed, they would require a separate environmental review and
compliance with regulations in existence at that time, which would address
potential environmental impacts related to the construction and operation of
new parks. Furthermore, these future parks would be subject to General Plan
Update policies and actions intended to protect the environment and the
programmatic mitigation framework established in the Draft EIR. Proposed
Land Use Element Policy LU-1.5 requires the City to maintain appropriate
sites for institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the
infrastructure and facilities needed to serve the community. Action LU-1e
directs the City to regularly review and adjust population assumptions and
forecasts in order to adequately plan for growth. Policy LU-2.6 provides
notification to adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed land use
actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and takes appropriate
action to consider and respond to their concerns. Proposed Resource
Management Element Policy RM-1.1 strives to provide residents a variety
of useable and accessible public recreational lands, facilities, trails, open
space, and amenities. Policy RM-1.4 directs the City to actively pursue
financing for parkland acquisition and maintenance, and allocates sufficient
funding to park development to support the community’s recreational
needs. Policy RM-1.5 directs City collaboration with school districts, local
and regional agencies, and private developers to create partnerships and
joint-use agreements that broaden the range of recreation facility options
available to the public. Action RM-1a directs the City to periodically review
and update the park development fee ordinance as necessary to better reflect
current costs and needs to address park demand generated by infill
development. Action RM-1b directs the City to pursue available resources
to fund recreation facilities and parkland acquisition, development, and
maintenance. Action RM-1c directs the creation of a Master Parks Plan to
guide the provision and maintenance of parkland in the City. Action RM-
1d works with the Lawndale Elementary School District to maximize the
joint use of facilities and pursues additional partnerships with public and
private entities, including adjacent jurisdictions, for the joint use of and
expanded access to, regional parks, open space, and recreational programs.
Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy CF-1.1 maintains and
finances the capital improvement program to ensure the timely
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implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and efficient provision
of public facility and municipal improvements. Policy CF-1.2 ensures that
new development and major redevelopment provides for and funds its fair
share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure, public services,
and other public facilities. Action CF-1d requires any new development or
major redevelopment that would put local and/or regional facilities at or
near capacity to upgrade those facilities. Therefore, upon compliance with
environmental regulations established at the time future park and
recreational projects are proposed, and adherence to General Plan Update
policies and actions, the environmental impacts associated with the
construction or expansion of recreational facilities would less than
significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.5: Public Services for Quality of Life. Maintain appropriate sites for
institutional and public facility uses that can accommodate the infrastructure and facilities
needed to serve the community.

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.

Policy LU-2.6: Regional Growth. Notify adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed
land use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and take appropriate action
to consider and respond to their concerns.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-1.1: Recreation Types. Provide residents a variety of useable and accessible
public recreational lands, facilities, trails, open space, and amenities.

Policy RM-1.4: Parkland Funding. Actively pursue financing for parkland acquisition
and maintenance, and allocate sufficient funding to park development to support the
community’s recreational needs.

Policy RM-1.5: Partnerships and Joint-Use Agreements. Collaborate with school
districts, local and regional agencies, and private developers to create partnerships and
joint-use agreements that broaden the range of recreation facility options available to the
public.

Action RM-1a: Periodically review and update the park development fee ordinance as
necessary to better reflect current costs and needs to address park demand generated by
infill development.
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Action RM-1b: Pursue available resources to fund recreation facilities and parkland
acquisition, development, and maintenance, including but not limited to, State and Federal
grants, special districts, private donations, gifts, and endowments.

Action RM-1c: Prepare and adopt a Master Parks Plan to guide the provision and
maintenance of parkland. The Master Park Plan should be designed to serve as a statement
of general policy and desired City standards for location and development of public parks
and community open space areas, with definite time frames outlined.

Action RM-1d: Continue to work with the Lawndale Elementary School District to
maximize the joint use of facilities and pursue additional partnerships with public and
private entities, including adjacent jurisdictions, for the joint use of and expanded access
to, regional parks, open space, and recreational programs.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Goal CF-1: Infrastructure and Public Services. A community with adequate, reliable
public and quasi-public infrastructure and services to support existing and future
development.

Policy CF-1.1: Capital Improvements. Maintain and finance the capital improvement
program to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.

Policy CF-1.2: Fair Share. Require that new development and major redevelopment
provide for and fund its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure
and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and other public facilities.

Policy CF-1.3: Public Facility Plans. Maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate Regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for public facilities
and services in Lawndale.

Policy CF-1.4: Revenue Sources. Identify and proactively pursue all available sources of
revenue to meet public infrastructure and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and
other public facilities needs.

Policy CF-1.5: Infrastructure Rehabilitation. Regularly maintain and rehabilitate public
facilities and critical infrastructure to extend its useful life; prioritize infrastructure
improvements in areas targeted for near-term redevelopment and in areas designated as
lower-income and/or disadvantaged communities.

Action CF-1b: Maintain records regarding the quality and status of public facilities and
critical infrastructure and use this information to inform the capital improvement planning
process.

Action CF-1c: Study mechanisms for funding and phasing of new infrastructure.
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Action CF-1d: Require any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

P. TRANSPORTATION

1. Circulation System Conflicts

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project conflict with a program plan, ordinance or policy
addressing the circulation system, including transit, roadways, bicycle and
pedestrian facilities?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact TR-1, pages 5.17-19 through 5.17-
24)

Circulation System

No specific development projects are proposed as part of the Lawndale
General Plan Update, but the update will accommodate future growth in the
City. The General Plan Update Mobility Element does not propose any
roadway changes or increases in roadway capacity. The Mobility Element
developed as part of the General Plan Update contain goals, policies, and
actions that support access to and the performance of the circulation system.
Specifically, proposed Mobility Element Goal M-1 promotes a safe
circulation system for the Planning Area. Policy M-1.5 ensures that new
developments in the City provide appropriate and feasible improvements to
improve traffic flow and roadway operations. Policy M-1.7 encourages the
development of traffic calming strategies to slow traffic and promote safety.
Action M-1b directs the City to continue to update and implement projects
in the City’s Capital Improvement Plan to maintain the roadway network.
As a result, implementation of the General Plan Update would not conflict
with applicable plans, polices, or ordinances related to vehicle circulation,
and its impact on the City’s circulation system is considered less than
significant.

Bicycle and Pedestrian Circulation

The proposed Mobility Element references and incorporates the South Bay
Bicycle Master Plan and the SBCCOG Local Travel Network, which
include bicycling and walking improvements, and facilities that will
improve non-motorized accessibility and connectivity throughout the City.
The proposed Mobility Element includes new planned bike facilities on
several key roadways. Implementation of the General Plan Update would
also enhance the pedestrian experience by providing a more walkable and
denser environment, especially in the HBSP area. The Mobility Element
developed as part of the General Plan Update contains goals, policies, and
actions that support access to and the performance of bicycle and pedestrian
facilities. Specifically, Mobility Element Policy M-3.1 requires the City to
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apply Complete Street principals, which are streets that are designed to
provide safe travels for all modes of travel, to all transportation
improvement projects. Policy M-6.4 directs the City to identify and
eliminate gaps in sidewalks and bikeways to create a more complete active
transportation network. Policy M-6.5 requires new developments in the City
to provide bicycle and pedestrian facilities. Action M-6b directs the City to
implement the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan during roadways projects as
funding allows. The implementation of policies and actions contained in the
General Plan Update would ensure that the Project would not conflict with
a program plan, ordinance, or policy addressing bicycle facilities.
Therefore, the Project’s impact is considered less than significant.

Public Transit System

The City does not have defined measures of effectiveness for public transit
service and circulation. The proposed General Plan Update would be
expected to increase demand for travel via public transit given the proposed
development and expected increase in residents and employees. This
population and job growth within the City could increase the demand for
public transit but also result in increased levels of vehicular traffic which
could slow transit operations and impact transit reliability. The Mobility
Element developed as part of the General Plan Update includes policies to
support and enhance transit service. Specifically, Mobility Element Policy
M-5.2 encourages the City to coordinate with local public transit provides
to plan and improve local transit service and transit facilities. Policy M-5.3
requires that new developments construct transit facilities when
appropriate. The implementation of policies and actions contained in the
General Plan Update would ensure that the Project would not conflict with
a program plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the public transit system.
Therefore, the Project’s impact is considered less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Policy LU-1.2: Balance Jobs and Housing. Balance levels of employment and housing
within the community to provide more opportunities for Lawndale residents to work
locally, reduce commute times, and improve air quality.
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Policy LU-4.4: Pedestrian-Scale Amenities. Support the installation of pedestrian-scale
amenities throughout the City that contribute to a high-quality living environment, such as
street furniture, fountains, pedestrian-scaled signs and lighting, murals or public art,
landscaping, and sidewalk improvements.

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Goal M-1: Local Circulation System. A community served by a safe circulation system
with adequate traffic flow on arterial roadways and minimized adverse traffic effects on
residential neighborhoods.

Policy M-1.5: Development-Related Traffic Impacts. Impose conditions on new
development to provide appropriate and feasible improvements to enhance and/or prevent
the impediment to traffic flow, parking, ADA accessibility and roadway operations.

Policy M-1.7: Traffic Calming on Local Streets. Encourage traffic calming strategies,
such as diverters, median islands, and speed humps, and incorporation of traffic calming
design in residential and school areas to slow traffic and promote safety, while not reducing

parking supply.

Action M-1a: Periodically review and assess the vehicular level of service along City
facilities to determine, what, if any, improvements are warranted to maintain a safe and
efficient flow of traffic throughout the City of Lawndale. Based on a thorough review of
facility operations and funding availability, improvements should be included in the City’s
Capital Improvement Plan and/or required as part of project approval through the
development review process.

Action M-1b: Continue to update and implement projects in the City’s Capital
Improvement Plan to maintain and repair roadways; construct and improve roadways to
build out the roadway network to ensure adequate levels of service.

Action M-1e: Monitor cut-through traffic on local streets, especially along residential
areas and schools, and where appropriate evaluate the applicability of traffic calming tools
and implement improvements as necessary.

Policy M-2.3: Facility Connections. Plan and implement vehicular facilities, roadway
treatments, active transportation facilities, transit routes, and goods movement network to
relate to those in neighboring jurisdictions.

Goal M-3: Complete Streets. A community with a well-designed and built transportation
network that is safe, accessible, comfortable, and convenient for all transportation modes
and users

Policy M-3.1: Complete Streets for Roadway Projects. Apply Complete Streets
principles to all transportation improvements projects (e.g. safety, intelligent transportation
systems, roads and intersections widening, transit facilities).
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Policy M-3.2: Multimodal Connectivity. Link activity centers, employment centers,
public facilities, and schools to transit and active transportation facilities, wherever
feasible.

Policy M-3.3: Streetscape Improvements. Require roadway, sidewalk, and median
improvements that enhance the visual character of the roadway system and promote
pedestrian and bicycle safety.

Policy M-3.6: Safe Routes to School. Provide infrastructure improvements, enforcement
and incentives to support Safe Route to School programs and promote walking and
bicycling to local schools.

Action M-3a: When planning roadway facilities, incorporate the concept of complete
streets. Complete streets include design elements for all modes that use streets, including
autos, transit, pedestrians, and bicycles. Complete streets shall be developed in a context-
sensitive manner. For example, it may be more appropriate to provide a Class | bike path
instead of bike lanes along a major arterial.

Policy M-5.1: Transit Use. Support programs encouraging public transit use by people
living in, working in, or visiting Lawndale.

Policy M-5.2: Improve Local Public Transit Service. Work with Metro, Lawndale Beat
Bus, and other local public transit providers to plan and improve local transit service and
transit facilities, including bus stops, in the City.

Policy M-5.3: Transit Facilities. Require new developments to construct, when
appropriate, transit facilities, including bus turn-outs, lighted bus shelters, and route
information signage.

Policy M-5.4: C (Green) Line Service. Work with Metro to ensure C (Green) Line service
(including headways and service hours) are sufficient to meet the needs of transit
commuters to and from Lawndale.

Policy M-5.5: C (Green) Line Stations. Work with Metro to ensure the planned C (Green)
Line extension project implementation is consistent with the City's Complete Streets, active
transportation, and parking policies, and that it provides pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity between neighborhoods within Lawndale and future stations.

Policy M-5.6: Effects of New Technologies on Transit Use. Monitor the development of
new mobility technologies and the potential effects on transit demand and how users access
public transit.

Action M-5a: Continue on-going coordination with transit authorities toward the
expansion of transit facilities.

ActionM-5b: Work with Metro to increase transit service frequency, speed, and reliability
and increase ridership and to strengthen linkages and access to the C line rail stations.
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Goal M-6: Active Transportation. A community with a comprehensive network of
pedestrian and bicycle facilities that encourages active transportation.

Policy M-6.1: Bicycle Master Plan. Implement the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan within
City limits to provide active transportation facilities that can serve as an alternative to
automobiles, including the Plan’s facility recommendations as shown in Figure M-2.

Policy M-6.2: Local Travel Network. Coordinate with the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments to promote local micromobility modes by implementing the Local Travel
Network plan and supporting efforts to integrate the network with adjacent cities, as shown
in Figure M-3.

Policy M-6.4: Sidewalk and Bikeway Gaps. Create a connected and complete active
transportation network by identifying and eliminating gaps in sidewalks and bikeways.

Policy M-6.5: Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities at New Developments. Require new
residential and non-residential developments in the City to provide safe and attractive
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, such as secure bicycle parking, pedestrian-scale lighting,
street furniture, landscaping, and other improvements.

Policy M-6.6: Effects of New Technologies on Active Transportation. Monitor the
development of mobility new technologies and the potential effects on designing a
transportation network that accommodates all modes and users.

Action M-6a: As part of development review and specific plans, review any existing gaps
in active transportation infrastructure that inhibit mobility.

Action M-6b: Implement of the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan when roadways are being
rehabilitated or resurfaces, as funding allows.

Action M-6¢: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code, as necessary, to consider
bicycle and pedestrian access as part of the site plan review for new development projects.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-1.9: Active Transportation Trails. Provide safe and accessible bicycle and
pedestrian trails for the City’s residents by improving and promoting the establishment of
trails utilizing alleys, streets, sidewalks, railroad right-of-way, and other open space areas.

Policy RM-1.10: Service Area Radius. Focus new park facilities in areas that are outside
a 1/2-mile walking radius from an existing or proposed park or bike trail, and enhance
options for residents to access these facilities through safe walking, bicycling, and transit
routes. Physical barriers such as 1-405 should also be considered when evaluating service
area and access.

Action RM-1g: Coordinate with LA Metro and associated entities regarding the multi-use
trail and/or greenway proposed as part of Metro’s C Line (Green) extension project. The
City should be actively engaged in the design and implementation of the project to ensure
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the project reflects community preferences, is compatible with surrounding uses, and
maximizes connectivity for active transportation.

Action RM-1h: Consider the creative use of space for the median along Hathorne
Boulevard to expand available open space and opportunities for physical fitness, including
but not limited to, greenways, parklets, bike or pedestrian paths, and a fitness trail.

Policy RM-4.4: Transportation Options. Promote alternative modes of transportation to
reduce vehicular emissions and improve air quality. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.5: Walkability. Encourage pedestrian-scale development and pedestrian-
friendly design features to reduce vehicle emissions. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.6: Land Use Planning. Encourage and incentivize higher density and mixed-
use development opportunities within designated areas of the City to lessen the impacts of
traffic congestion on local air quality. (See Land Use Element)

Action RM-4g: Evaluate and consider multi-modal transportation benefits to all City
employees, such as free or low-cost monthly public transportation (bus) passes. Encourage
employer participation in similar programs. Encourage new transit/shuttle services and use.

Action RM-4h: Establish programs that encourage community car-sharing and
carpooling.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT ELEMENT

Policy ED-4.2: Streetscape Improvements. Enhance aesthetics and “curb appeal” of the
Hawthorne corridor with strategic investments such as landscaping, outdoor lighting,
wayfinding, entry and building facade improvements, and other initiatives that increase its
attractiveness for businesses and consumers.

Policy ED-4.3: Accessibility. Enhance City and regional connectivity by supporting
multimodal transportation options along Hawthorne Boulevard and other major City
thoroughfares.

Action ED-4c: Implement strategies and actions in the Mobility Element and the
Hawthorne Specific Boulevard Plan that promote infrastructure improvements and land
use policies that will enhance economic activity and accessibility.

2. CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3(b)

Threshold: ~ Would the project conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines
Section 15064.3, subdivision (b)?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact TR-2, pages 5.17-24 through 5.17-
29)

Explanation: Future conditions with the Project would result in decreased VMT per
employee and VMT per capita in comparison to existing conditions. The
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2045 Project VMT per capita is approximately 28 percent less than the
existing Los Angeles countywide average VMT per capita and the 2045
Project VMT per employee is approximately 18 percent less than the
existing Los Angeles countywide average VMT per employee. Thus, the
proposed General Plan Update would not exceed 15 percent below the
existing Los Angeles countywide average VMT per capita or VMT per
employee and therefore would result in a less than significant Project VMT
impact. The Project does not exceed the Project VMT threshold and is
consistent with the relevant SCAG’s 2020 RTP/SCS goals. Therefore, the
Project’s cumulative impacts related to VMT would be less than significant.

The Land Use and Mobility elements developed as part of the General Plan
Update includes policies to support the reduction of VMT, including
increasing the balanced mix of residential and employment opportunities
within the City with the proposed land uses. Overall, implementation of the
Project would result in reductions in VMT per capita and VMT per
employee compared to 2023 existing conditions; impact thresholds would
not be exceeded. Therefore, with respect to consistency with CEQA
Guidelines Section 15064.3, subdivision (b), the impact of the Project
would be less than significant and no mitigation would be required.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Policy LU-1.2: Balance Jobs and Housing. Balance levels of employment and housing
within the community to provide more opportunities for Lawndale residents to work
locally, reduce commute times, and improve air quality.

Policy LU-2.2: Focused Areas for New Development. Encourage new development to
be focused within the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area and within the City’s
Housing Opportunity Overlay sites to preserve the character of the community’s existing
single-family uses, promote active transportation options, and create vibrant mixed-use
activity nodes.

Policy LU-4.4: Pedestrian-Scale Amenities. Support the installation of pedestrian-scale
amenities throughout the City that contribute to a high-quality living environment, such as
street furniture, fountains, pedestrian-scaled signs and lighting, murals or public art,
landscaping, and sidewalk improvements.
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MOBILITY ELEMENT

Goal M-3: Complete Streets. A community with a well-designed and built transportation
network that is safe, accessible, comfortable, and convenient for all transportation modes
and users

Policy M-3.1: Complete Streets for Roadway Projects. Apply Complete Streets
principles to all transportation improvements projects (e.g. safety, intelligent transportation
systems, roads and intersections widening, transit facilities).

Policy M-3.2: Multimodal Connectivity. Link activity centers, employment centers,
public facilities, and schools to transit and active transportation facilities, wherever
feasible.

Policy M-3.3: Streetscape Improvements. Require roadway, sidewalk, and median
improvements that enhance the visual character of the roadway system and promote
pedestrian and bicycle safety.

Policy M-3.6: Safe Routes to School. Provide infrastructure improvements, enforcement
and incentives to support Safe Route to School programs and promote walking and
bicycling to local schools.

Action M-3a: When planning roadway facilities, incorporate the concept of complete
streets. Complete streets include design elements for all modes that use streets, including
autos, transit, pedestrians, and bicycles. Complete streets shall be developed in a context-
sensitive manner. For example, it may be more appropriate to provide a Class | bike path
instead of bike lanes along a major arterial.

Policy M-5.1: Transit Use. Support programs encouraging public transit use by people
living in, working in, or visiting Lawndale.

Policy M-5.2: Improve Local Public Transit Service. Work with Metro, Lawndale Beat
Bus, and other local public transit providers to plan and improve local transit service and
transit facilities, including bus stops, in the City.

Policy M-5.3: Transit Facilities. Require new developments to construct, when
appropriate, transit facilities, including bus turn-outs, lighted bus shelters, and route
information signage.

Policy M-5.4: C (Green) Line Service. Work with Metro to ensure C (Green) Line service
(including headways and service hours) are sufficient to meet the needs of transit
commuters to and from Lawndale.

Policy M-5.5: C (Green) Line Stations. Work with Metro to ensure the planned C (Green)
Line extension project implementation is consistent with the City's Complete Streets, active
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transportation, and parking policies, and that it provides pedestrian and bicycle
connectivity between neighborhoods within Lawndale and future stations.

Action M-5a: Continue on-going coordination with transit authorities toward the
expansion of transit facilities.

Action M-5b: Work with Metro to increase transit service frequency, speed, and reliability
and increase ridership and to strengthen linkages and access to the C line rail stations.

Goal M-6: Active Transportation. A community with a comprehensive network of
pedestrian and bicycle facilities that encourages active transportation.

Policy M-6.1: Bicycle Master Plan. Implement the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan within
City limits to provide active transportation facilities that can serve as an alternative to
automobiles, including the Plan’s facility recommendations as shown in Figure M-2.

Policy M-6.2: Local Travel Network. Coordinate with the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments to promote local micromobility modes by implementing the Local Travel
Network plan and supporting efforts to integrate the network with adjacent cities, as shown
in Figure M-3.

Policy M-6.4: Sidewalk and Bikeway Gaps. Create a connected and complete active
transportation network by identifying and eliminating gaps in sidewalks and bikeways.

Policy M-6.5: Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities at New Developments. Require new
residential and non-residential developments in the City to provide safe and attractive
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, such as secure bicycle parking, pedestrian-scale lighting,
street furniture, landscaping, and other improvements.

Policy M-6.6: Effects of New Technologies on Active Transportation. Monitor the
development of mobility new technologies and the potential effects on designing a
transportation network that accommodates all modes and users.

Action M-6a: As part of development review and specific plans, review any existing gaps
in active transportation infrastructure that inhibit mobility.

Action M-6b: Implement of the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan when roadways are being
rehabilitated or resurfaces, as funding allows.

Action M-6c¢: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code, as necessary, to consider
bicycle and pedestrian access as part of the site plan review for new development projects.

Policy M-9.1: Vehicle Miles Traveled Guidelines. Require vehicle miles traveled (VMT)
analysis for the purposes of environmental review under the California Environmental
Quality Act (CEQA). The City shall continue to maintain Level of Service (LOS) standards
for the purposes of planning and designing street improvements.



Findings
Page 151 of 264

Policy M-9.2: Transportation Demand Management. Require transportation demand
management (TDM) strategies as mitigation measures for new projects that exceed the
City's thresholds Vehicle Miles Traveled impact thresholds.

Policy M-9.3: Regional Coordination. Encourage regional agencies such as Metro, the
South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), and the South Bay Cities
Council of Governments to promote TDM programs that reduce single occupancy vehicle
travel.

Policy M-9.4: New Development. Work with developers to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and minimize congestion related to new development through improvements to
the circulation system and on-site improvements that encourage public and active modes
of travel.

Action M-9a: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code and related implementation
documents, as necessary, to reflect TDM best practices.

Action M-9b: Require developments that are approved based on TDM plans to incorporate
monitoring and enforcement of TDM targets as part of those plans.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-1.9: Active Transportation Trails. Provide safe and accessible bicycle and
pedestrian trails for the City’s residents by improving and promoting the establishment of
trails utilizing alleys, streets, sidewalks, railroad right-of-way, and other open space areas.

Policy RM-1.10: Service Area Radius. Focus new park facilities in areas that are outside
a 1/2-mile walking radius from an existing or proposed park or bike trail, and enhance
options for residents to access these facilities through safe walking, bicycling, and transit
routes. Physical barriers such as 1-405 should also be considered when evaluating service
area and access.

Action RM-1g: Coordinate with LA Metro and associated entities regarding the multi-use
trail and/or greenway proposed as part of Metro’s C Line (Green) extension project. The
City should be actively engaged in the design and implementation of the project to ensure
the project reflects community preferences, is compatible with surrounding uses, and
maximizes connectivity for active transportation.

Action RM-1h: Consider the creative use of space for the median along Hathorne
Boulevard to expand available open space and opportunities for physical fitness, including
but not limited to, greenways, parklets, bike or pedestrian paths, and a fitness trail.

Policy RM-4.4: Transportation Options. Promote alternative modes of transportation to
reduce vehicular emissions and improve air quality. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.5: Walkability. Encourage pedestrian-scale development and pedestrian-
friendly design features to reduce vehicle emissions. (See Mobility Element)
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Policy RM-4.6: Land Use Planning. Encourage and incentivize higher density and mixed-
use development opportunities within designated areas of the City to lessen the impacts of
traffic congestion on local air quality. (See Land Use Element)

Action RM-4g: Evaluate and consider multi-modal transportation benefits to all City
employees, such as free or low-cost monthly public transportation (bus) passes. Encourage
employer participation in similar programs. Encourage new transit/shuttle services and use.

Action RM-4h: Establish programs that encourage community car-sharing and carpooling.

3. Design Features

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project substantially increase hazards due to a design feature
(e.g., sharp curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g.,
farm equipment)?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact TR-3, pages 5.17-25 through 5.29-
31)

The Project does not propose changes to the Citywide roadway network and
configuration. The City’s design and construction standards and
specifications provide for coordinated and standardized development of city
facilities, including roadways. As individual projects would undergo review
by the City for approval and construction and would have to meet design
guidelines, potential safety design hazards associated with land
development projects would be addressed and result in less than significant
impacts. Prior to implementation, any improvements would be subject to a
detailed review and future consideration by the City’s Public Works
engineering staff and other relevant City departments. An evaluation of the
roadway alignments, intersection geometrics, and traffic control features
would be needed at the project design level. Roadway improvements would
have to be made in accordance with the City’s roadway design guidelines
and meet design guidelines in the California Manual of Uniform Traffic
Control Devices and the Caltrans Roadway Design Manual.

The types of uses included as part of the General Plan Update are generally
similar to existing and surrounding uses and thereby are compatible with
the existing uses in the Planning Area and in the surrounding area. In
addition, the Mobility Element developed as part of the General Plan
Update contains policies in support of roadway network safety and reducing
design hazards. This includes proposed Mobility Element Policy M-3.5 and
Action M-3e which promotes managing and improving the City’s
transportation network to be safe, accessible and consistent with ADA and
to include ADA accessible features as part of roadway infrastructure
projects. Proposed Mobility Element M-3.4 encourages roadway design to
include traffic calming measures to maintain safe vehicular speeds.
Proposed Land Use Element Policy LU-3.1 considers the compatibility of
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new development with surrounding uses when reviewing development
proposals. The implementation of goals, policies and actions contained in
the General Plan Update and compliance with the Lawndale Municipal
Code would ensure that new development in the Planning Area would not
substantially increase hazards due to geometric design features or
incompatible uses. Therefore, the impact of the Project with respect to
design and incompatible use hazards would be considered less than
significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Goal LU-3: Land Use Compatibility. A community where new development is
sensitively integrated with existing development, including residential neighborhoods, and
minimizes impacts on surrounding land uses.

Policy LU-3.1: Surrounding Uses. Consider as part of the development review process
the compatibility of new development with surrounding uses and the ability of new
development to enhance the character of the surrounding area.

Policy LU-3.4: Residential Uses. Require that new residential development be designed
to protect residents from potential conflicts with adjacent land uses, and other features
including transportation facilities.

Action LU-3b: Through the development review process, evaluate development proposals
for land use and transportation network compatibility with existing surrounding or abutting
development and neighborhoods

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Goal M-3: Complete Streets. A community with a well-designed and built transportation
network that is safe, accessible, comfortable, and convenient for all transportation modes
and users

Policy M-3.1: Complete Streets for Roadway Projects. Apply Complete Streets
principles to all transportation improvements projects (e.g. safety, intelligent transportation
systems, roads and intersections widening, transit facilities).
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Policy M-3.4: Traffic Calming on Residential Streets. Encourage traffic calming
strategies and incorporation of traffic calming design in residential areas to slow traffic and
promote safety.

Policy M-3.5: ADA Accessibility. Implement a transportation network that is safe,
accessible, and consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), to allow
mobility-impaired users, such as disabled persons and seniors, to safely travel within the
City.

Policy M-3.6: Safe Routes to School. Provide infrastructure improvements, enforcement
and incentives to support Safe Route to School programs and promote walking and
bicycling to local schools.

Action M-3a: When planning roadway facilities, incorporate the concept of complete
streets. Complete streets include design elements for all modes that use streets, including
autos, transit, pedestrians, and bicycles. Complete streets shall be developed in a context-
sensitive manner. For example, it may be more appropriate to provide a Class | bike path
instead of bike lanes along a major arterial.

Action M-3e: Include ADA-accessible facilities as part of roadway infrastructure projects
4, Emergency Access

Threshold: ~ Would the project result in inadequate emergency access?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact 5.17-31, page 5.17-33)

Explanation: The Project does not propose site-specific development; emergency
accessibility is typically assessed at the project level. Future development
within the Planning Area is not anticipated to result in the substantial
modification of roadways surrounding specific development sites or the
placement of any permanent physical barriers on adjacent roadways. There
is the potential that traffic lanes located immediately adjacent to a
development site may be temporarily closed or controlled by construction
personnel during construction activities. However, any temporary
construction activity would adhere to Municipal Code Section 17.36.220,
Temporary Storage of Construction Materials, which requires sidewalks,
public streets, and, alleys adjacent to construction sites to be kept free of
debris or other materials that could interfere with circulation for the duration
of construction activities, as well as sixty days following substantial
completion of such construction. Additionally, the applicant of any
proposed development would be required to submit appropriate plans for
plan review to ensure compliance with zoning, building, and fire codes prior
to the issuance of a building permit. LACoFD would review the proposed
development for access requirements, minimum driveway widths, fire
apparatus access roads, fire lanes, signage, access devices and gates, access
walkways, among other requirements to ensure adequate emergency access
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would be provided to and within the site. The proposed development would
be required to comply with all applicable Building and Fire Code
requirements and would submit construction plans to the Fire Department’s
Engineering Building Plan Check Unit for review and approval prior to
issuance of any building permit. Approval by the Fire Department would
ensure that construction and operation of future projects associated with
implementation of the General Plan Update would not result in inadequate
emergency access. In addition, the Public Safety and Mobility Elements
developed as part of the General Plan Update contains policies in support
of emergency access along local roads.

The proposed Mobility Element Goal M-3 promotes striving to maintain
sufficient access and mobility for all modes of travel and users of the
roadway network. The proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-1.6
encourages improvements to emergency access and circulation throughout
the community. Policy PS-4.3 requires all new developments to provide
adequate access for emergency vehicles and evacuation as part of the
development review process. The implementation of goals, policies and
actions contained in the General Plan Update and compliance with the
Lawndale Municipal Code would ensure that new development in the
Planning Area would not result in inadequate emergency access. Therefore,
the impact of the General Plan Update with respect to emergency access
would be considered less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Policy M-2.1: Freeway Interchanges. Coordinate with Caltrans to develop appropriate
configurations and operations at Interstate 405 interchange intersections to minimize
congestion on City streets and create safe conditions.

Policy M-2.2: Agency Coordination: Coordinate with neighboring cities, telecom
companies, and regional agencies such as County of Los Angeles, South Bay Cities
Council of Governments, and Metro to meet the mobility needs of people living in, working
in, or visiting Lawndale.

Goal M-3: Complete Streets. A community with a well-designed and built transportation
network that is safe, accessible, comfortable, and convenient for all transportation modes
and users.

Policy M-3.5: ADA Accessibility. Implement a transportation network that is safe,
accessible, and consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), to allow
mobility-impaired users, such as disabled persons and seniors, to safely travel within the
City.

Action M-3e: Include ADA-accessible facilities as part of roadway infrastructure projects.



Findings
Page 156 of 264

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-1.6:Emergency Access. Investigate and seek out opportunities to improve
emergency access and circulation throughout the community.

Policy PS-4.3:Emergency Access. Require all new developments provide adequate access
for emergency vehicles and evacuation as part of the development review process.

Q. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

1. Tribal Cultural Resources

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074
as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically
defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or
object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:

e Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as defined in
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)?

e A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of
the resource to a California Native American tribe.

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impacts TCR-1, pages 5.18-8 through
5.18-10)

No archeological or tribal cultural resources have been identified within the
City. The Cultural Resources Assessment concludes the lack of identified
resources is likely to be a consequence of development occurring prior to
the implementation of CEQA, rather than a lack of archaeological sites. The
Planning Area is located within the traditional territory of the Gabrielino or
Tongva Indians. At the time of publication of the Draft EIR, no Tribal
Organizations have requested formal consultation with the City with
regards to the Project. Grading of original in situ soils could expose buried
tribal cultural resources and features including sacred sites. While the
General Plan Update does not directly propose site-specific development
with the potential to directly impact a tribal cultural resource, future
development allowed under the General Plan Update could cause a
substantial adverse change in the significance of previously undiscovered
tribal cultural resources.
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The General Plan Update Resource Management Element includes policies
and actions addressing tribal cultural resources. Proposed Policy RM-3.1
requires the protection of areas containing significant historic,
archaeological, and paleontological resources, as defined by the California
Public Resources Code. Policy RM-3.2 encourages the City to promote
community identity and local history by identifying, documenting, and
appropriately archiving tangible and intangible cultural resources so they
can be recognized, accessed, and appreciated by future generations. Policy
RM-3.5 requires consultation with Native American tribes that may be
impacted by proposed development and land use policy changes, in
accordance with State, local, and Tribal intergovernmental consultation
requirements. Action RM-3a requires the City to assess development
proposals for potential impacts to sensitive historic, archaeological, tribal
cultural, and paleontological resources pursuant to CEQA. Action RM-3e
requires, for all development proposals within areas with the potential to
contain prehistoric/historic resources, a study to be conducted by a
professional archaeologist to determine if significant archaeological
resources are potentially present and if the project will significantly impact
these resources. If significant impacts are identified, the City may require
the project to be modified to avoid the impacts, or require mitigation
measures to mitigate the impacts. Mitigation may involve archaeological
investigation and resources recovery. Action RM-3g requires, in the event
of discovery or recognition of any human remains in any location other than
a dedicated cemetery, that the City halt excavation or disturbance of the site
or any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains
until the County Coroner has been informed and has determined that no
investigation of the cause of death is required. If the remains are of Native
American origin, no further excavation or disturbance of the site or any
nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains is
permitted until the descendants from the deceased Native Americans have
made a recommendation to the landowner or the persons responsible for the
excavation work, for means of treating or disposing of, with appropriate
dignity, the human remains and any associated grave goods as provided in
Public Resources Code section 5097.98, or the Native American Heritage
Commission was unable to identify a descendant or the descendant failed to
make a recommendation within 24 hours after being granted access to the
site.

Potential impacts to tribal cultural resources associated with future
development would be reduced through implementation of General Plan
Update policies and actions. Subsequent development and infrastructure
projects would be analyzed for potential environmental impacts, consistent
with the requirements of CEQA, pursuant to the City’s entitlement review
process. Subsequent discretionary projects implemented in accordance with
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the General Plan Update would be subject to the provisions of AB 52 and
may require tribal consultation with California Native American tribes that
are traditionally and culturally affiliated with the Planning Area and who
have previously requested AB 52 consultations with the City. Future AB 52
consultation may identify tribal cultural resources not yet found and
formally recorded that could be impacted by subsequent projects.
Compliance with the General Plan Update policies and actions and existing
regulations would not cause a substantial adverse change in the significance
of a tribal cultural resource and impacts would be less than significant

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-3.1: Preservation. Protect areas containing significant historic,
archaeological, and paleontological resources, as defined by the California Public
Resources Code.

Policy RM-3.2: Documentation. Promote community identity and local history by
identifying, documenting, and appropriately archiving tangible and intangible cultural
resources so they can be recognized, accessed, and appreciated by future generations.

Policy RM-3.5: Tribal Consultation. In accordance with State, local, and Tribal
intergovernmental consultation requirements, consult with Native American tribes that
may be impacted by proposed development and land use policy changes, as necessary.

Action RM-3a: Continue to assess development proposals for potential impacts to
sensitive historic, archaeological, tribal cultural, and paleontological resources pursuant to
the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

Action RM-3e: For all development proposals within areas with the potential to contain
prehistoric/historic resources, the City shall require a study to be conducted by a
professional archaeologist. The objective of the study will be to determine if significant
archaeological resources are potentially present and if the project will significantly impact
these resources. If significant impacts are identified, the City may require the project to be
modified to avoid the impacts, or require mitigation measures to mitigate the impacts.
Mitigation may involve archaeological investigation and resources recovery.

Action RM-3g: In the event of discovery or recognition of any human remains in any
location other than a dedicated cemetery, the City shall halt excavation or disturbance of
the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie adjacent human remains until
the County Coroner has been informed and has determined that no investigation of the
cause of death is required. If the remains are of Native American origin, there shall be no
further excavation or disturbance of the site or any nearby area reasonably suspected to
overlie adjacent human remains until the descendants from the deceased Native Americans
have made a recommendation to the landowner or the persons responsible for the
excavation work, for means of treating or disposing of, with appropriate dignity, the human
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remains and any associated grave goods as provided in Public Resources Code section
5097.98, or the Native American Heritage Commission was unable to identify a descendant
or the descendant failed to make a recommendation within 24 hours after being granted
access to the site.

R. UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

1. Utilities and Service Systems

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the Project require or result in the relocation or construction of new
or expanded water, wastewater treatment or storm water drainage, electric
power, natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the construction or
relocation of which could cause significant environmental effects?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact USS-1, pages 5.19-26 through
5.19-35)

Water

In regard to water facilities, the General Plan Update is expected to result
in population and employment growth within the Planning Area, and thus,
an overall increase in demand on water supply, which would necessitate
construction of future water supply infrastructure. Buildout under the
General Plan Update could yield a net change over existing conditions of
an additional 3,942 housing units, an additional population of 9,482 people,
an additional 808,864 square feet of non-residential building square
footage, and an additional 2,738 jobs within the Planning Area. This
increased demand for water infrastructure would be located within areas
that are already developed and serviced by the GSWC. Since no specific
development projects are proposed as part of the General Plan Update, the
environmental effects from constructing or expanding facilities are
unknown at this time. All water infrastructure construction activities
associated with future development would be subject to compliance with
existing local, State, and Federal laws, ordinances, and regulations, which
would ensure impacts are reduced to less than significant levels. The City
would continue to coordinate with GSWC to ensure adequate water
distribution facilities are available to serve future development. Lawndale
Municipal Code Section 3.14.090 imposes a tax on water users in the City
and would help fund necessary infrastructure improvements. Furthermore,
these future water facilities would be subject to General Plan Update
policies and actions intended to ensure the provision of water and that
potential environmental impacts associated with the implementation of new
or expanded infrastructure would be reduced. Proposed Resource
Management Element Policy RM-6.1 promotes residential, commercial and
institutional water conservation strategies using multiple innovative
strategies and contemporary best practices. Action RM-6c¢ directs the City
to work with local water agencies and service providers to: implement
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groundwater recharge programs; participate in water conservation
programs; establish water conservation education programs; require water
efficient landscaping; expand the production and use of reclaimed water;
and require water conservation devices in new development and
rehabilitation projects. Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy CF-
1.3 directs the City to maintain and implement public facility master plans,
in collaboration with appropriate regional, State, and Federal laws, to
identify infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement
improvements for public facilities and services in Lawndale. Policy CF-1.8
directs City participation in the preparation of plans and programs
addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues. Action CF-1a
directs City coordination with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and to provide local input on goals,
objectives, and projects. Policy CF-1d requires any new development or
major redevelopment that would put local and/or regional facilities at or
near capacity to upgrade those facilities. Policy CF-2.1 coordinates with
local water districts when considering land use changes in order to assist the
districts in planning for adequate capacity to accommodate future growth.
Policy CF-2.2 encourages the use and expansion of recycled water. Policy
CF-2.3 considers the impacts of climate change in projections used to
establish which water supply, distribution facilities, and conservation
efforts are necessary to sustain future water demands. Action CF-2a
requires the development review process to ensure sufficient water supply
and water infrastructure capacity is available to serve the proposed
development prior to approval of the project. The implementation of
existing regulations and General Plan Update policies and actions would
reduce impacts associated with the relocation or construction of new or
expanded water facilities to a level that is less than significant.

Wastewater

In regard to wastewater, the General Plan Update is expected to result in
increased population and employment growth within the Planning Area, and
thus, an overall increase in demand on the existing sewer system associated
with increased sewage flows. Buildout under the General Plan Update could
yield a net change over existing conditions of an additional population of
9,482 people within the Planning Area. Using the wastewater generation
rate of 83 gpcd from LACSD’s 2012 Clearwater Program Master Facilities
Plan, growth associated with implementation of the General Plan Update
would generate 3.9 MGD of wastewater within the Planning Area, a net
increase of 0.8 MGD (25.8 percent) over existing conditions. According to
LACSD’s Clearwater Program Master Facilities Plan, it is estimated that
12.1 miles of City-used Joint Outfall trunk sewers would need to be
hydraulically relieved by 2050. No set timeline has been established for
when those lines would be improved. The LACSD continues to monitor and
adjust its projected flows and would expand conveyance infrastructure and
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treatment capacity as needed based on these updates. As the regional
sewage conveyance agency, LACSD would take the lead in conducting any
additional analyses and development of any necessary improvement plans.
At such time, LACSD would utilize SCAG’s population projection data as
part of its projections, such that any change in the City’s land use plans or
population projections would ultimately be incorporated into any future
analysis depending on the timing of such data updates.

The General Plan Update does not include specific development proposals;
therefore, the environmental effects of future wastewater collection systems
are unknown at this time. At the time future projects are proposed, they
would be required to ensure sufficient local and trunk sewer capacity exists
to serve the specific development. Pursuant to Lawndale Municipal Code
Section 13.08.070, a building permit would not be issued if the anticipated
sewage from a proposed project is found by the City Engineer to exceed the
capacity available in the public sewer. Lawndale Municipal Code Chapter
13.08 provides for sewer connection and facilities expansion fees for the
City’s local wastewater transmission lines. Additionally, LACSD charges
annual wastewater sewer fees through its Wastewater Treatment Surcharge
Program, as well as sewer connection fees through its Connection Fee
Program, in order to maintain and expand LACSD’s wastewater services.
The General Plan Update includes policies and actions to ensure adequate
wastewater services and facilities are available, and that potential
environmental impacts associated with the implementation of new or
expanded infrastructure would be reduced. Proposed Community Facilities
Element Policy CF-1.3 directs the City to maintain and implement public
facility master plans, in collaboration with appropriate regional, State, and
Federal laws, to identify infrastructure needs, funding sources, and
implement improvements for public facilities and services in Lawndale.
Policy CF-1.8 directs City participation in the preparation of plans and
programs addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues.
Action CF-1a directs City coordination with outside service providers and
other agencies regarding their public facility plans and to provide local input
on goals, objectives, and projects. Policy CF-1d requires any new
development or major redevelopment that would put local and/or regional
facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities. Policy CF-3.1 directs
the City to work with appropriate service providers to promote safe and
reliable wastewater collection and treatment infrastructure to serve existing
and future development. Policy CF-3.2 directs coordination with the CSMD
to encourage facilities to provide sufficient capacity for Lawndale, and that
wastewater infrastructure within the City is adequately monitored and
maintained. Policy CF-3.3 proposes the City take a comprehensive
approach to water infrastructure that integrates sewer system planning with
potable and recycled water systems, stormwater systems, and increased
conservation awareness. Policy CF-3a directs the City to require that
sufficient wastewater infrastructure capacity is available to serve proposed
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development prior to approval of the project; ensure the project applicant
has paid the required fees prior to occupancy of any new development; and
to periodically review the fee schedules for sewer connections and revise
fees as necessary to cover the cost of related services and facilities. The
implementation of existing regulations and General Plan Update policies
and actions would reduce impacts associated with the relocation or
construction of new or expanded wastewater facilities to a level that is less
than significant.

Stormwater

The Planning Area is primarily developed, with limited areas of pervious
surfaces. Although future development activities have the potential to
slightly increase impervious areas within the Planning Area, the majority of
development activities under the proposed General Plan Update would
consist of infill and redevelopment on currently urbanized sites. Therefore,
implementation of the Project would not substantially increase the rate or
amount of surface runoff. Federal, State and local regulations would require
individual projects to provide necessary on-site storm drain infrastructure
and any off-site infrastructure improvements. The specific impacts of
providing new and expanded drainage facilities cannot be determined at this
time, as the Project does not propose or approve any specific development
project nor does it designate specific sites for new or expanded public
facilities.

Stormwater drainage and conveyance facilities would be evaluated at the
project-level in association with subsequent development projects.
However, the facilities would be primarily provided on sites with land use
designations that allow such uses and the environmental impacts of
constructing and operating the facilities would likely be similar to those
associated with new development, redevelopment, and infrastructure
projects under the General Plan. As future development and infrastructure
projects are considered by the City, each project will be evaluated for
conformance with the General Plan, Municipal Code, and other applicable
regulations. Subsequent development and infrastructure projects would also
be analyzed for potential environmental impacts, consistent with the
requirements of CEQA. As such, this is a less than significant impact and
no additional mitigation is required.

The General Plan Update policies and actions would further ensure that
there is adequate stormwater drainage and flood control infrastructure to
serve future development under the General Plan Update, and would ensure
that future drainage and flood control infrastructure projects do not result in
adverse environmental impacts. Proposed Resource Management Element
Policy RM-6.4 directs the City to work cooperatively with local water
agencies to effectively and efficiently manage stormwater runoff as part of
the City’s multi-pronged water conservation strategy. Proposed Community
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Facilities Element Policy CF-1.3 directs the City to maintain and implement
public facility master plans, in collaboration with appropriate regional,
State, and Federal laws, to identify infrastructure needs, funding sources,
and implement improvements for public facilities and services in Lawndale.
Policy CF-1.8 directs City participation in the preparation of plans and
programs addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues.
Action CF-1a directs City coordination with outside service providers and
other agencies regarding their public facility plans and to provide local input
on goals, objectives, and projects. Policy CF-1d requires any new
development or major redevelopment that would put local and/or regional
facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities. Action CF-4d
reviews development projects to identify potential storm drain and drainage
impacts and requires developments to include measures to ensure that off-
site runoff is not increased beyond pre-development levels during rain and
flood events. Action CF-4e requires project designs to minimize drainage
concentrations, minimize impervious coverage, utilize pervious paving
materials, utilize LID strategies, and utilize BMPs to reduce stormwater
runoff. The implementation of existing regulations and General Plan Update
policies and actions would reduce impacts associated with the relocation or
construction of new or expanded stormwater facilities to a level that is less
than significant.

Electrical, Natural Gas, and Telecommunications

In regard to electrical, natural gas, and telecommunication services, the
Planning Area is within the service areas of SCE, SoCalGas, and various
telecommunication providers. The Planning Area is generally developed
and existing electrical, natural gas, and telecommunications infrastructure
exists within the Planning Area. New growth anticipated by the General
Plan Update would require increased electrical, natural gas, and
telecommunications services, potentially resulting in the new construction
or relocation of facilities. The environmental effects of future expansions of
electrical, natural gas, and telecommunication facilities would be evaluated
with each development proposal and would require a separate
environmental review related to the construction and operation of new
electrical, natural gas, and telecommunications infrastructure. Future
implementing projects under the General Plan Update would have to
coordinate with each utility provider to establish service, provide any
necessary extensions of facilities, and comply with regulations in existence
at that time. As future development and infrastructure projects are
considered by the City, each project will be evaluated for conformance with
the General Plan, Municipal Code, and other applicable regulations.
Furthermore, these future facilities would be subject to General Plan Update
policies and actions intended to ensure adequate provision of services and
facilities and that potential environmental impacts associated with the
implementation of new or expanded electrical, natural gas, and
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telecommunications infrastructure would be reduced. Proposed Resource
Management Element Policy RM-5.4 promotes the use of energy-efficient
materials, equipment, and design in public and private facilities and
infrastructure. Action RM-5a implements energy conservation measures in
public buildings. Action RM-5b encourages innovative building design,
layout, and orientation techniques to minimize energy use. Action RM-5c¢
directs the City to review development projects to ensure compliance with
the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 standards as well as the energy
efficiency standards established by the General Plan and the Municipal
Code. Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy CF-1.3 directs the
City to maintain and implement public facility master plans, in
collaboration with appropriate regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for
public facilities and services in Lawndale. Policy CF-1.8 directs City
participation in the preparation of plans and programs addressing regional
infrastructure and public services issues. Action CF-la directs City
coordination with outside service providers and other agencies regarding
their public facility plans and to provide local input on goals, objectives,
and projects. Policy CF-1d requires any new development or major
redevelopment that would put local and/or regional facilities at or near
capacity to upgrade those facilities. Policy CF-5.1 directs the City to work
cooperatively with utility providers to promote the provision of adequate
telecommunications services and facilities to serve the needs of existing and
future residents and businesses. Action CF-5a directs the City to confer with
telecommunications providers regarding major development plans and
participate in the planning of the extension of utilities. The implementation
of existing regulations and General Plan Update policies and actions would
reduce impacts associated with the relocation or construction of new or
expanded electrical, natural gas, and telecommunications facilities to a level
that is less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.

Policy LU-2.6: Regional Growth. Notify adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed
land use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and take appropriate action
to consider and respond to their concerns.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT
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Policy RM-5.4: Energy-Efficient Materials. Promote the use of energy-efficient
materials, equipment, and design in public and private facilities and infrastructure.

Policy RM-5.5: Energy Conservation. Promote energy conservation and recycling by the
public and private sectors.

Action RM-5a: Implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the
following actions:

a. Promote energy efficient buildings and site design for all new public buildings
during the site development permit process; and

b. Install energy saving devices in new public buildings and retrofit existing public
buildings.

Action RM-5b: During the development review process, encourage innovative building
design, layout, and orientation techniques to minimize energy use by taking advantage of
sun/shade patterns, prevailing winds, landscaping and building materials that control
energy usage, and solar design.

Action RM-5c: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 standards
as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the General Plan and the
Municipal Code.

Policy RM-6.1: Conservation. Promote residential, commercial and institutional water
conservation strategies using multiple innovative strategies and contemporary best
practices.

Policy RM-6.2: Landscaping. Encourage all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce
water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through the
installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper
soil preparation.

Policy RM-6.4: Stormwater. Work cooperatively with local water agencies to effectively
and efficiently manage stormwater runoff as part of the City’s multi-pronged water
conservation strategy.

Action RM-6b: In cooperation with the State, Regional and local water agencies and
suppliers, participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled
water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted. Cooperate with these agencies to
establish standards and regulations for the use of recycled water in development projects.

Action RM-6¢: Work with local water agencies and service providers, regional
wholesalers, and private developers to encourage water conservation in the following
ways:
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o Implementing groundwater recharge programs;

o Participating in water conservation programs operated by the local and Regional
water districts;

o Establishing water conservation education programs;

o Requiring Water-Efficient Landscaping for public and private areas, including

parks and recreational facilities, in accordance with the Water-Efficient Landscape
requirements;

o Expanding the production and use of reclaimed (recycled) water;

. Requiring the incorporation of water conservation devices, including low flush
toilets, flow restriction devices, and water conserving appliances in both new public
and private development projects and rehabilitation projects.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Goal CF-1: Infrastructure and Public Services. A community with adequate, reliable
public and quasi-public infrastructure and services to support existing and future
development.

Policy CF-1.1: Capital Improvements. Maintain and finance the capital improvement
program to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.

Policy CF-1.2: Fair Share. Require that new development and major redevelopment
provide for and fund its fair share of the costs for the expansion of public infrastructure
and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and other public facilities.

Policy CF-1.3: Public Facility Plans. Maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate Regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for public facilities
and services in Lawndale.

Policy CF-1.4: Revenue Sources. Identify and proactively pursue all available sources of
revenue to meet public infrastructure and services, recreational amenities and facilities, and
other public facilities needs.

Policy CF-1.5: Infrastructure Rehabilitation. Regularly maintain and rehabilitate public
facilities and critical infrastructure to extend its useful life; prioritize infrastructure
improvements in areas targeted for near-term redevelopment and in areas designated as
lower-income and/or disadvantaged communities.

Policy CF-1.8: Regional Issues. Continue to participate in the preparation of plans and
programs addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues.
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Policy CF-1.9: Cost Sharing. Explore equitable methods for sharing the costs of facilities
or services that serve multiple jurisdictions in the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments and/or Los Angeles County.

Policy CF-1.10: Regional Services Providers. Collaborate with the various regional
facility and service providers to deliver high levels of service to Lawndale residents, and
to plan for new development.

Policy CF-1.11: Capital Improvement Planning. Encourage agencies to carry out long-
range capital improvement planning, which includes funding methods for the construction
of projects that are compatible with regional land use planning goals and objectives.

Action CF-la: Regularly coordinate with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and provide local input on goals, objectives, and
projects.

Action CF-1b: Maintain records regarding the quality and status of public facilities and
critical infrastructure and use this information to inform the capital improvement planning
process.

Action CF-1c: Study mechanisms for funding and phasing of new infrastructure.

Action CF-1d: Require any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

Action CF-1e: Participate in regional and sub-regional planning forums that may address
matters affecting the quality of life in Lawndale and the region.

Policy CF-2.1: Water Supply Needs. Coordinate with local water districts when
considering land use changes in order to assist the districts in planning for adequate
capacity to accommodate future growth.

Policy CF-2.2: Use of Recycled Water. Encourage the use of recycled water in
development projects and landscaping; implement best practices (e.g., dual plumbing) to
expand recycled water use when safe, financially feasible, and available.

Policy CF-2.3: Climate Change Impacts. Consider the impacts of climate change in
projections used to establish which water supply, distribution facilities, and conservation
efforts are necessary to sustain future water demands.

Policy CF-2a: Through the development review process, require that sufficient water
supply and water infrastructure capacity is available to serve the development prior to
approval of the project, pursuant to Water Code Section 10910 and Government Code
Section 66473.7.

Policy CF-2c: In cooperation with the State, Regional, and Local water agencies and
suppliers, participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled
water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted.
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Policy CF-3.1: Wastewater System. Work with appropriate service providers to promote
safe and reliable wastewater collection and treatment infrastructure to serve existing and
future development.

Policy CF-3.2: Adequate Infrastructure. Coordinate with the County of Los Angeles
Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District to encourage facilities to provide sufficient
capacity for Lawndale, and that wastewater infrastructure within the City is adequately
monitored and maintained.

Policy CF-3.3: Integrated Systems Planning. Develop a comprehensive approach to
water infrastructure that integrates sewer system planning with potable and recycled water
systems, stormwater systems, and increased conservation awareness.

Action CF-3a: Through the development review process, continue to cooperate with the
County of Los Angeles Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District to ensure adequate
wastewater facilities are provided and maintained in the community. Specifically, the City
should:

o Require that sufficient wastewater infrastructure capacity is available to serve the
development prior to approval of the project;

o Ensure the project applicant has paid the required fees prior to occupancy of any
new development; and

o Periodically review the fee schedules for sewer connections and revise fees as
necessary to cover the cost of related services and facilities.

Policy CF-4.1: Maintain Capacity. Encourage the Los Angeles County Flood Control
District (LACFCD) to maintain sufficient levels of storm drainage service, improve flood
control facilities and channel segments, and implement other best practices in order to
protect the community from flood hazards.

Action CF-4d: Continue to review development projects to identify potential storm drain
and drainage impacts and require developments to include measures to ensure that off-site
runoff is not increased beyond pre-development levels during rain and flood events.

Action CF-4e: Project designs shall minimize drainage concentrations, minimize
impervious coverage, utilize pervious paving materials, utilize low impact development
(LID) strategies, and utilize Best Management Practices (BMPSs) to reduce stormwater
runoff.

Policy CF-5.1: Cooperation with Utilities Providers. Work cooperatively with utility
providers to promote the provision of adequate telecommunications services and facilities
to serve the needs of existing and future residents and businesses.

Action CF-5a: Confer with telecommunications providers regarding major development
plans and participate in the planning of the extension of utilities.
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2.

Water Supplies

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the Project have sufficient water supplies available to serve the
project and reasonably foreseeable future development during normal, dry
and multiple dry years?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact USS-2, pages 3.19-35 through
5.19-38)

The General Plan Update is expected to result in increased population and
employment growth within the Planning Area, and a corresponding increase
in the demand for additional water supplies. Buildout under the General
Plan Update could yield a total of 15,405 housing units, a population of
47,430 people, 5,351,026 square feet of non-residential building square
footage, and 9,208 jobs within the Planning Area. This represents
development growth over existing conditions of an additional 3,942 housing
units, an additional population of 9,482 people, an additional 808,864
square feet of non-residential building square footage, and an additional
2,738 jobs within the Planning Area. Water service in the Planning Area is
provided by the GSWC. GSWC’s 2020 UWMP indicates that GSWC can
meet projected water demands under normal-, single dry-, and multiple dry-
year conditions through 2045. However, the General Plan Update is
expected to result in increased population growth in the Planning Area, and
a corresponding increase in the demand for additional water supplies, which
have not been accounted for in the UWMP. The General Plan Update would
result in a water demand of approximately 8.0 AFY within the Planning
Area, which would be a net increase of 1.6 AFY (25 percent) over existing
conditions. Future updates to the UWMP will account for future residential
growth associated with the City’s 2021-2029 RHNA and the additional
residential and non-residential growth opportunities provided by Project
implementation, and would identify short-term and long-term water
demand management measures to meet growing water demands during
normal, dry, and multiple-dry years.

As site-specific development is not currently proposed, there is the potential
that for future qualifying projects, a Water Supply Assessment would be
required pursuant to SB 610. A Written Verification of Supply per SB 221
is prepared as a condition of approval for a subdivision map of 500 units or
more. Depending on the project, one or both of these analyses may be
required. Development proposals that may not warrant a Water Supply
Assessment and/or Written Verification of Supply, but meet the definition
of a project under CEQA, would still require an analysis of sufficient water
supplies in the CEQA process. The Lawndale Municipal Code includes
several provisions related to water conservation, including: Chapter 8.40,
which allows the City Council to declare voluntary and mandatory water
restrictions, as appropriate to water supply conditions; Chapter 15.28, which
adopts CALGreen’s regulations to improve water efficiency and
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conservation; and Chapter 17.88, which promotes water-efficient
landscaping in new and substantially altered or expanded existing
development projects. Additionally, the General Plan Update includes
goals, policies, and actions directed towards water conservation to ensure
that adequate water supply, treatment, and distribution capacity is available
to meet the needs of future development without negatively impacting the
existing community. These actions would result in reduced water
consumption on a per capita basis that would help offset the increased
demand from additional development within the Planning Area. Proposed
Resource Management Element Policy RM-6.1 promotes water
conservation strategies using innovative strategies and contemporary best
practices. Policy RM-6.2 encourages all public and private landscaping in
new development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be
designed to reduce water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and
reduce pollutants through the installation of irrigation systems, the selection
of appropriate plant materials, and proper soil preparation. Action RM-6b
ensures City participation in programs that seek to expand the availability
and use of recycled water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted.
Action RM-6c directs the City to work with local water agencies and service
providers to: implement groundwater recharge programs; participate in
water conservation programs; establish water conservation education
programs; require water efficient landscaping; expand the production and
use of reclaimed water; and require water conservation devices in new
development and rehabilitation projects. Proposed Community Facilities
Element Policy CF-2.1 coordinates with local water districts when
considering land use changes in order to assist the districts in planning for
adequate capacity to accommodate future growth. Policy CF-2.2
encourages the use and expansion of recycled water. Policy CF-2.3
considers the impacts of climate change in projections used to establish
which water supply, distribution facilities, and conservation efforts are
necessary to sustain future water demands. Action CF-2a requires the
development review process to ensure sufficient water supply and water
infrastructure capacity is available to serve the proposed development prior
to approval of the project. Action CF-2c directs the City to cooperate with
the State, regional, and local water agencies and suppliers to participate in
programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled water for
irrigation where feasible and legally permitted. Through implementation of
existing Federal, State, and local regulations and the General Plan Update
goals, policies, and actions, the environmental impacts to water supplies
would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT
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Policy RM-6.1: Conservation. Promote residential, commercial and institutional water
conservation strategies using multiple innovative strategies and contemporary best
practices.

Policy RM-6.2: Landscaping. Encourage all public and private landscaping in new
development and significantly altered redevelopment projects to be designed to reduce
water demand, prevent erosion, decrease flooding, and reduce pollutants through the
installation of irrigation systems, the selection of appropriate plant materials, and proper
soil preparation.

Action RM-6b: In cooperation with the State, Regional and local water agencies and
suppliers, participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled
water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted. Cooperate with these agencies to
establish standards and regulations for the use of recycled water in development projects.

Action RM-6¢c: Work with local water agencies and service providers, regional
wholesalers, and private developers to encourage water conservation in the following

ways:

. Implementing groundwater recharge programs;

. Participating in water conservation programs operated by the local and Regional
water districts;

. Establishing water conservation education programs;

o Requiring Water-Efficient Landscaping for public and private areas, including
parks and recreational facilities, in accordance with the Water-Efficient Landscape
requirements;

. Expanding the production and use of reclaimed (recycled) water;

. Requiring the incorporation of water conservation devices, including low flush

toilets, flow restriction devices, and water conserving appliances in both new public
and private development projects and rehabilitation projects.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT

Policy CF-2.1: Water Supply Needs. Coordinate with local water districts when
considering land use changes in order to assist the districts in planning for adequate
capacity to accommodate future growth.

Policy CF-2.2: Use of Recycled Water. Encourage the use of recycled water in
development projects and landscaping; implement best practices (e.g., dual plumbing) to
expand recycled water use when safe, financially feasible, and available.

Policy CF-2.3: Climate Change Impacts. Consider the impacts of climate change in
projections used to establish which water supply, distribution facilities, and conservation
efforts are necessary to sustain future water demands.
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Policy CF-2a: Through the development review process, require that sufficient water
supply and water infrastructure capacity is available to serve the development prior to
approval of the project, pursuant to Water Code Section 10910 and Government Code
Section 66473.7.

Policy CF-2c: In cooperation with the State, Regional, and Local water agencies and
suppliers, participate in programs that seek to expand the availability and use of recycled
water for irrigation where feasible and legally permitted.

3. Wastewater Capacity

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project result in a determination by the wastewater treatment
provider which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate capacity
to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the provider’s existing
commitments?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact USS-3, pages 5.19-38 through
5.19-41)

The City’s local sewers discharge into the LACSD facilities and are
conveyed for treatment at LACSD’s JWPCP. The JWPCP has a capacity of
400 MGD and treats approximately 260 MGD of wastewater, resulting in a
remaining capacity of 140 MGD. LACSD projects an average flow of 423
MGD at the JWPCP for 2050, which exceeds the plant’s current permitted
capacity by 23 MGD. The LACSD continues to monitor and adjust its
projected flows and would expand treatment capacity as needed based on
these updates. No current plant expansion is being planned, as ongoing
water conservation efforts throughout the region continue to lower current
wastewater flows. Buildout under the General Plan Update could yield a net
change over existing conditions of an additional population of 9,482 people
within the Planning Area. Using the wastewater generation rate of 83 gpcd
from LACSD’s 2012 Clearwater Program Master Facilities Plan, growth
associated with implementation of the General Plan Update would generate
3.9 MGD of wastewater within the Planning Area, a net increase of 0.8
MGD (25.8 percent) over existing conditions.

The General Plan Update enables additional development but does not
include specific development proposals. At the time future projects are
proposed, they would require a separate environmental review and
compliance with regulations in existence at that time to ensure adequate
wastewater treatment capacity exists. LACSD charges annual wastewater
sewer fees through its Wastewater Treatment Surcharge Program, as well
as sewer connection fees through its Connection Fee Program, in order to
maintain and expand LACSD’s wastewater services. Additionally, the
General Plan Update includes goals, policies, and actions to ensure adequate
wastewater facilities capacity to serve the Project’s projected demand.
Proposed Land Use Element Policy LU-2.6 would notify adjacent
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jurisdictions and agencies of proposed land use actions within the Planning
Area that may affect them. Proposed Community Facilities Element Policy
CF-1.3 directs the City to maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate regional, State, and Federal laws, to
identify infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement
improvements for public facilities and services in Lawndale. Policy CF-1.8
directs City participation in the preparation of plans and programs
addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues. Action CF-1a
directs City coordination with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and to provide local input on goals,
objectives, and projects. Policy CF-1d requires any new development or
major redevelopment that would put local and/or regional facilities at or
near capacity to upgrade those facilities. Policy CF-3.1 directs the City to
work with appropriate service providers to promote safe and reliable
wastewater collection and treatment infrastructure to serve existing and
future development. Policy CF-3.2 directs coordination with the CSMD to
encourage facilities to provide sufficient capacity for Lawndale, and that
wastewater infrastructure within the City is adequately monitored and
maintained. Policy CF-3.3 proposes the City take a comprehensive
approach to water infrastructure that integrates sewer system planning with
potable and recycled water systems, stormwater systems, and increased
conservation awareness. Policy CF-3a directs the City to require that
sufficient wastewater infrastructure capacity is available to serve proposed
development prior to approval of the project; ensure the project applicant
has paid the required fees prior to occupancy of any new development; and
to periodically review the fee schedules for sewer connections and revise
fees as necessary to cover the cost of related services and facilities. The
implementation of existing Federal, State, and local regulations and the
General Plan Update policies and actions would ensure adequate
wastewater treatment capacity and impacts would be less than significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Action LU-1e: Initiate a coordinated process to regularly review and adjust population
assumptions and forecasts in conjunction with the Department of Finance, Southern
California Association of Governments (SCAG), and the County of Los Angeles in order
to adequately plan for growth, including jobs-housing balance projections.

Policy LU-2.6: Regional Growth. Notify adjacent jurisdictions and agencies of proposed
land use actions within the Planning Area that may affect them and take appropriate action
to consider and respond to their concerns.

COMMUNITY FACILITIES ELEMENT
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Goal CF-1: Infrastructure and Public Services. A community with adequate, reliable
public and quasi-public infrastructure and services to support existing and future
development.

Policy CF-1.1: Capital Improvements. Maintain and finance the capital improvement
program to ensure the timely implementation of the General Plan and the adequate and
efficient provision of public facility and municipal improvements.

Policy CF-1.3: Public Facility Plans. Maintain and implement public facility master
plans, in collaboration with appropriate Regional, State, and Federal laws, to identify
infrastructure needs, funding sources, and implement improvements for public facilities
and services in Lawndale.

Policy CF-1.5: Infrastructure Rehabilitation. Regularly maintain and rehabilitate public
facilities and critical infrastructure to extend its useful life; prioritize infrastructure
improvements in areas targeted for near-term redevelopment and in areas designated as
lower-income and/or disadvantaged communities.

Policy CF-1.8: Regional Issues. Continue to participate in the preparation of plans and
programs addressing regional infrastructure and public services issues.

Policy CF-1.10: Regional Services Providers. Collaborate with the various regional
facility and service providers to deliver high levels of service to Lawndale residents, and
to plan for new development.

Policy CF-1.11: Capital Improvement Planning. Encourage agencies to carry out long-
range capital improvement planning, which includes funding methods for the construction
of projects that are compatible with regional land use planning goals and objectives.

Action CF-1a: Regularly coordinate with outside service providers and other agencies
regarding their public facility plans and provide local input on goals, objectives, and
projects.

Action CF-1b: Maintain records regarding the quality and status of public facilities and
critical infrastructure and use this information to inform the capital improvement planning
process.

Action CF-1c: Study mechanisms for funding and phasing of new infrastructure.

Action CF-1d: Require any new development or major redevelopment that would put local
and/or regional facilities at or near capacity to upgrade those facilities.

Action CF-1e: Participate in regional and sub-regional planning forums that may address
matters affecting the quality of life in Lawndale and the region.

Policy CF-3.1: Wastewater System. Work with appropriate service providers to promote
safe and reliable wastewater collection and treatment infrastructure to serve existing and
future development.
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Policy CF-3.2: Adequate Infrastructure. Coordinate with the County of Los Angeles
Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District to encourage facilities to provide sufficient
capacity for Lawndale, and that wastewater infrastructure within the City is adequately
monitored and maintained.

Policy CF-3.3: Integrated Systems Planning. Develop a comprehensive approach to
water infrastructure that integrates sewer system planning with potable and recycled water
systems, stormwater systems, and increased conservation awareness.

Action CF-3a: Through the development review process, continue to cooperate with the
County of Los Angeles Consolidated Sewer Maintenance District to ensure adequate
wastewater facilities are provided and maintained in the community. Specifically, the City

should:

. Require that sufficient wastewater infrastructure capacity is available to serve the
development prior to approval of the project;

. Ensure the project applicant has paid the required fees prior to occupancy of any
new development; and

. Periodically review the fee schedules for sewer connections and revise fees as

necessary to cover the cost of related services and facilities.

4. Solid Waste Generation

Threshold: ~ Would the Project generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards,
or in excess of the capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the
attainment of solid waste reduction goals?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact USS-4, page 5.19-41 through
5.19-43)

Explanation: Future development of projects as contemplated under the General Plan
Update may increase the population within the Planning Area by an
additional 9,482 people. The City has achieved a disposal rate of 2.1 PPD
per resident in 2021. Assuming these disposal rates remain constant
throughout the life of the General Plan Update, the new growth under
General Plan buildout would result in a net increase of approximately
19,912.2 PPD of solid waste over existing conditions, which equals 9.6 net
TPD or 3,634.0 net tons of solid waste per year. The City’s projected
increase in solid waste generation associated with 2045 buildout under the
General Plan Update is within the permitted capacity of the Olinda Alpha
Landfill, Sunshine Canyon Landfill, and El Sobrante Landfill, where the
vast majority of waste from the City was disposed of in 2019.
Conservatively assuming the Olinda Alpha Landfill and Sunshine Canyon
Landfill reach full capacity during the 20-year planning horizon of the
General Plan Update, the ElI Sobrante Landfill would have adequate
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capacity to accommodate the City’s projected solid waste generation under
buildout of 49.8 TPD. Further, it is more likely that future solid waste would
be distributed to the other landfills serving the City.

All future development would be required to comply with the mandatory
commercial and multifamily recycling requirements of AB 341, thus
reducing the amount of landfill waste. Furthermore, the General Plan
Update includes policies and actions to responsibly manage and reduce
solid waste. Proposed Resource Management Element Policy RM-2.1
ensures compliance with local, Regional and State regulations regarding
waste diversion, source reduction, recycling and composting. Policy RM-
2.2 supports efforts of the solid waste service provider to maintain adequate
waste disposal, recycling and refuse services in the City, and periodically
reviews waste collection performance to verified adequacy of service.
Policy RM-2.3 directs City participation in source reduction and recycling
techniques to reduce the amount of solid waste sent to landfills and to ensure
adequate landfill capacity in the region. Policy RM-2.5 directs the City to
work with appropriate service providers to collect and compost green waste
to distribute for use in parks, medians, and other municipal areas. Policy
RM-2.6 directs the City to work with appropriate service providers to
periodically review collection, recycling, and disposal fees to achieve State
and Federal mandates, meet community expectations, and reflect cost
efficiencies or increases for service delivery. Policy RM-2.7 promotes
Citywide educational programs related to recycling. Action RM-2a ensures
solid waste collection activities, facility siting and construction of transfer
and/or disposal facilities, operation of waste reduction and recycling
programs, and household hazardous waste disposal and education programs
are consistent with the Los Angeles Countywide Integrated Waste
Management Plan. Action RM-2c requires standard language is included in
request for services and in City agreements requiring contractors to use
BMPs to maximize diversion of waste from the landfill in order to meet the
City’s specified diversion rates. Action RM-2e encourages recycling, reuse,
and appropriate disposal of hazardous materials through increased
participation in single-family and multi-family residential curbside
recycling programs; increased participation in commercial and industrial
recycling programs for paper, cardboard, and plastics; and reduced yard and
landscape waste through methods such as composting, grass recycling, and
using resource efficient landscaping techniques. Through the
implementation of existing regulations and the General Plan Update
policies and actions, this is a less than significant impact

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-2.1: Compliance with State Legislation. Comply with local, Regional and
State regulations regarding waste diversion, source reduction, recycling and composting.
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Policy RM-2.2: Solid Waste Collection. Support efforts of the solid waste service
provider to maintain adequate waste disposal, recycling and refuse services for present and
future residents and businesses, and periodically review waste collection performance to
verified adequacy of service.

Policy RM-2.4: Source Reduction and Recycling Efforts. Participate in source reduction
and recycling techniques to reduce the amount of solid waste sent to landfills and ensure
adequate landfill capacity in the region.

Policy RM-2.5: Organic Waste. Work with appropriate service providers to collect and
compost green waste, including landscaping, Christmas trees, composting and mulch, and
other sources of organic waste, to distribute for use in parks, medians, and other municipal
areas.

Policy RM-2.6: Fees and Funding. Work with appropriate service providers to
periodically review collection, recycling, and disposal fees to achieve State and Federal
mandates, meet community expectations, and reflect cost efficiencies or increases for
service delivery.

Policy RM-2.7: Public Education. Promote Citywide educational programs to inform
residents of the benefits of recycling and appropriate recycling options and locations.

Action RM-2a: On an ongoing basis and in compliance with State law, ensure solid waste
collection activities, facility siting and construction of transfer and/or disposal facilities,
operation of waste reduction and recycling programs, and household hazardous waste
disposal and education programs are consistent with the Los Angeles Countywide
Integrated Waste Management Plan.

Action RM-2c: Include standard language in request for services and in City agreements
requiring contractors to use best management practices to maximize diversion of waste
from the landfill in order to meet the City’s specified diversion rates.

Action RM-2e: Encourage recycling, reuse, and appropriate disposal of hazardous
materials, including the following:

o Increased participation in single-family and multi-family residential curbside
recycling programs;

o Increased participation in commercial and industrial recycling programs for paper,
cardboard, and plastics; and

o Reduce yard and landscape waste through methods such as composting, grass
recycling, and using resource efficient landscaping techniques.

5. Solid Waste Regulations

Threshold: ~ Would the Project comply with federal, state, and local management and
reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Impact USS-5, pages 5.19-43 through
5.19-45)

Chapter 8.32 of the Lawndale Municipal Code establishes mandatory solid
waste and recycling collection to comply with the requirements of AB 939
and AB 341. The City has also established disposal and mandatory
recycling requirements for commercial facilities, single family residential,
and multifamily residential premises to comply with State law diversion
requirements. As permitted by AB 939, the City authorizes a private solid
waste franchisee (i.e., Republic Services) to handle the City’s solid waste
and requires Republic to cooperate in the preparation of solid waste disposal
characterization studies and the preparation of waste stream audits.
Republic and the City work together to submit information to meet the
reporting requirements of AB 939, or any other law or regulation, to reach
the solid waste and recycling goals mandated by AB 939.

The General Plan Update includes policies and actions to responsibly
manage and reduce solid waste in compliance with Federal, State, and local
regulations. Proposed Resource Management Element Policy RM-2.1
ensures compliance with local, Regional and State regulations regarding
waste diversion, source reduction, recycling and composting. Policy RM-
2.2 supports efforts of the solid waste service provider to maintain adequate
waste disposal, recycling and refuse services in the City, and periodically
reviews waste collection performance to verified adequacy of service.
Policy RM-2.3 directs City participation in source reduction and recycling
techniques to reduce the amount of solid waste sent to landfills and to ensure
adequate landfill capacity in the region. Policy RM-2.5 directs the City to
work with appropriate service providers to collect and compost green waste
to distribute for use in parks, medians, and other municipal areas. Policy
RM-2.6 directs the City to work with appropriate service providers to
periodically review collection, recycling, and disposal fees to achieve State
and Federal mandates, meet community expectations, and reflect cost
efficiencies or increases for service delivery. Policy RM-2.7 promotes
Citywide educational programs related to recycling. Action RM-2a ensures
solid waste collection activities, facility siting and construction of transfer
and/or disposal facilities, operation of waste reduction and recycling
programs, and household hazardous waste disposal and education programs
are consistent with the Los Angeles Countywide Integrated Waste
Management Plan. Action RM-2c requires standard language is included in
request for services and in City agreements requiring contractors to use
BMPs to maximize diversion of waste from the landfill in order to meet the
City’s specified diversion rates. Action RM-2e encourages recycling, reuse,
and appropriate disposal of hazardous materials through increased
participation in single-family and multi-family residential curbside
recycling programs; increased participation in commercial and industrial
recycling programs for paper, cardboard, and plastics; and reduced yard and
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landscape waste through methods such as composting, grass recycling, and
using resource efficient landscaping techniques. Through the
implementation of existing regulations and the General Plan Update
policies and actions, future development implemented by the General Plan
Update would continue to comply with management and reduction statutes
and regulations related to solid waste and impacts would be less than
significant.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Policy RM-2.1: Compliance with State Legislation. Comply with local, Regional and
State regulations regarding waste diversion, source reduction, recycling and composting.

Policy RM-2.2: Solid Waste Collection. Support efforts of the solid waste service
provider to maintain adequate waste disposal, recycling and refuse services for present and
future residents and businesses, and periodically review waste collection performance to
verified adequacy of service.

Policy RM-2.4: Source Reduction and Recycling Efforts. Participate in source reduction
and recycling techniques to reduce the amount of solid waste sent to landfills and ensure
adequate landfill capacity in the region.

Policy RM-2.5: Organic Waste. Work with appropriate service providers to collect and
compost green waste, including landscaping, Christmas trees, composting and mulch, and
other sources of organic waste, to distribute for use in parks, medians, and other municipal
areas.

Policy RM-2.6: Fees and Funding. Work with appropriate service providers to
periodically review collection, recycling, and disposal fees to achieve State and Federal
mandates, meet community expectations, and reflect cost efficiencies or increases for
service delivery.

Policy RM-2.7: Public Education. Promote Citywide educational programs to inform
residents of the benefits of recycling and appropriate recycling options and locations.

Action RM-2a: On an ongoing basis and in compliance with State law, ensure solid waste
collection activities, facility siting and construction of transfer and/or disposal facilities,
operation of waste reduction and recycling programs, and household hazardous waste
disposal and education programs are consistent with the Los Angeles Countywide
Integrated Waste Management Plan.

Action RM-2c: Include standard language in request for services and in City agreements
requiring contractors to use best management practices to maximize diversion of waste
from the landfill in order to meet the City’s specified diversion rates.
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Action RM-2e: Encourage recycling, reuse, and appropriate disposal of hazardous
materials, including the following:

. Increased participation in single-family and multi-family residential curbside
recycling programs;

o Increased participation in commercial and industrial recycling programs for paper,
cardboard, and plastics; and

o Reduce yard and landscape waste through methods such as composting, grass
recycling, and using resource efficient landscaping techniques.
S. WILDFIRE
1. Response Plans
Threshold:  If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands classified as very high
fire hazard severity zones, would the project substantially impair an adopted
emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?
Finding: No impact. (Draft EIR, Impact WF-1, pages 5.20-10 through 5.20-12)
Explanation: The Planning Area is not located within an State Responsibility Area (SRA)

or within a Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone (VHFHSZ) within a Local
Responsibility Area (LRA). Therefore, although the General Plan Update
would allow for a variety of new development within the Planning Area, no
future development within the Planning Area would be located within a
FHSZ in SRA or LRA. Any future development would be required to
comply with all City and LACoFD requirements for fire prevention and
safety measures, including site access. Additionally, implementation of the
General Plan Update would not impair or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. While the
Project does not propose site-specific development, infrastructure
improvements would occur gradually to accommodate the new growth.
Future development would be designed, constructed, and maintained in
accordance with applicable standards, including vehicular access to ensure
that adequate emergency access and evacuation would be maintained.
Pursuant to Municipal Code Chapter 15.20, construction activities that may
temporarily restrict fire apparatus access would be required to implement
appropriate measures to facilitate the passage of fire apparatus and
emergency vehicles through/around any effected roadways, as part of the
building permit process. The General Plan Update identifies major arterials
as the primary routes for evacuation; however, evacuation routes would
depend upon the emergency event and area affected. Future development
within the Planning Area is not anticipated to result in the substantial
modification of roadways surrounding specific development sites or the
placement of any permanent physical barriers on adjacent roadways. There
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is the potential that traffic lanes located immediately adjacent to a
development site may be temporarily closed or controlled by construction
personnel during construction activities. However, any temporary
construction activity would adhere to Municipal Code Section 17.36.220,
which requires sidewalks, public streets, and, alleys adjacent to construction
sites to be kept free of debris or other materials that could interfere with
circulation for the duration of construction activities, as well as sixty days
following substantial completion of such construction. Thus, the Project
would not substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan

The General Plan Update includes policies and actions to address public
safety and emergency evacuation. Proposed Public Safety Element Goal
PS-1, and subsequent policies and actions, pertains to emergency
operations. Policy PS-1.3 implements emergency preparedness and
response measures in coordination with the County including periodic
trainings with staff and/or participation in County trainings on emergency
operations procedures and responses. Policy PS-1.4 requires the Lawndale
Local Hazard Mitigation Plan to be regularly maintained and updated.
Policy PS-1.6 seeks opportunities to improve emergency access and
circulation throughout the community. Action PS-1a reviews County and
State emergency response procedures that must be coordinated with City
procedures. Action PS-1b continues to implement and update (when
relevant) the City’s EOP. Policy PS-4.2 continues involvement of the
LACoFD in the development review process to ensure fire safety is
addressed in new and modified developments. Policy PS-4.3 ensures all
new development provides adequate access for emergency vehicles and
evacuation. With adherence to Municipal Code regulations and General
Plan Update policies, implementation of the Project would not substantially
impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan
and no impact would occur.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-1: Emergency Operations. A community prepared to provide effective response
and recovery efforts in the event of an emergency.

Policy PS-1.2: Critical Facilities. Coordinate with service providers to promote the
resilience of critical facilities, lifeline services, and infrastructure, and plan for the use of
critical facilities during post-disaster response and recovery.

Policy PS-1.3: Emergency Preparedness and Response. Continue to implement
emergency preparedness and response measures in coordination with Los Angeles County
including periodic trainings with staff and/or participation in County trainings on
emergency operations procedures and responses.
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Policy PS-1.4: Local Hazard Mitigation. Regularly maintain and update natural and man-
made hazard information relevant to the Lawndale Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Policy PS-1.6: Emergency Access. Investigate and seek out opportunities to improve
emergency access and circulation throughout the community.

Action PS-1a: Regularly review County and State emergency response procedures that
must be coordinated with City procedures.

Action PS-1b: Continue to implement and update (when relevant) the City’s Emergency
Operations Plan.

Policy PS-4.2: Development Review. Involve LACOFD in the development review
process so that fire safety is addressed in new and modified developments.

Policy PS-4.3: Emergency Access. Require all new developments provide adequate
access for emergency vehicles and evacuation as part of the development review process.

2. Pollutant Concentrations

Threshold:  Due to slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, would the project
exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project occupants to pollutant
concentrations from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

Finding: No impact. (Draft EIR, Impact WF-2, pages 5.20-12 through 5.20-13)

Explanation: The Planning Area does not contain lands classified as FHSZs, nor is the
Planning Area located within an SRA. The Planning Area is predominantly
flat, built-out, and surrounded by highly urbanized development, which
typically does not facilitate the spread of wildfire in the same manner as
vegetated, open space areas. The Project would allow for a variety of new
development within the Planning Area, but does not propose any site-
specific development. Implementation of the General Plan Update would
not substantially alter the slope, prevailing winds, or other factors that
would increase exposure Lawndale residents, employees or visitors to
increased pollutant concentrations from wildfire or result in the
uncontrollable spread of a wildfire. Future development is not anticipated
to exacerbate wildfire risks. The General Plan Update includes policies and
actions to address public safety and emergency services, including fire
protection services. Proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-4.1
coordinates fire protection services with LACoFD so that sufficient
capacity, stations, personnel, and equipment are available to meet needs in
Lawndale for fire protection and related emergency services. Policy PS-4.2
involves LACOFD in the development review process so that fire safety is
addressed in new and modified developments. Policy PS-4.4 requires that
all buildings and facilities within the City comply with local, State, and
Federal regulatory standards such as the California Building and Fire
Codes, as well as other applicable fire safety standards. Action PS-4a
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requires all new habitable structures be designed in accordance with the
most recent California Building and Fire Code with local amendments
adopted by the City. Therefore, with implementation of the applicable
General Plan Update goals, policies and actions, and compliance with fire
codes, no impact would occur.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-1.4: Local Hazard Mitigation. Regularly maintain and update natural and man-
made hazard information relevant to the Lawndale Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Policy PS-1.6: Emergency Access. Investigate and seek out opportunities to improve
emergency access and circulation throughout the community.

Goal PS-4: Fire Hazards. A community protected from loss of life or injury and damage
to property due to fire hazards.

Policy PS-4.1: Fire Protection Services. Coordinate fire protection services with
LACOoFD so that sufficient capacity, stations, personnel, and equipment are available to
meet needs in Lawndale for fire protection and related emergency services.

Policy PS-4.2: Development Review. Involve LACoOFD in the development review
process so that fire safety is addressed in new and modified developments.

Policy PS-4.4: Building Fire Codes. Require that all buildings and facilities within the
City comply with local, State, and Federal regulatory standards such as the California
Building and Fire Codes, as well as other applicable fire safety standards.

Action PS-4a: Require all new habitable structures be designed in accordance with the
most recent California Building and Fire Code with local amendments adopted by the City.

Action PS-4b: Work with LACoFD to disseminate educational programs for residents on
fire hazard risks and fire safety measures.

3. Infrastructure Risks

Threshold:  Would the project require the installation or maintenance of associated
infrastructure (such as roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power
lines, or other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in
temporary or ongoing impacts to the environment?

Finding: No impact. (Draft EIR, Impact WF-3, pages 5.20-13 through 5.20-15)

Explanation: The City is highly urbanized and existing infrastructure generally exists
within the Planning Area. While no site-specific development is currently
proposed, future development anticipated by the General Plan Update could
require the eventual construction and installation of new infrastructure or
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maintenance of existing infrastructure, including roads, water and sewer,
and power lines to serve increased growth and development. The Planning
Area does not contain lands classified as FHSZs, nor is the Planning Area
located within an SRA.

The General Plan Update includes provisions for emergency access, fire
protection services, and fire safe design site standards. Proposed Public
Safety Element Policy PS-1.2 directs coordination with service providers to
promote the resilience of critical facilities, lifeline services, and
infrastructure, and plan for the use of critical facilities during post-disaster
response and recovery. Policy PS-4.1 coordinates fire protection services
with LACoFD so that sufficient capacity, stations, personnel, and
equipment are available to meet needs in Lawndale for fire protection and
related emergency services. Policy PS-4.2 involves LACoFD in the
development review process so that fire safety is addressed in new and
modified developments. Policy PS-4.4 requires that all buildings and
facilities within the City comply with local, State, and Federal regulatory
standards such as the California Building and Fire Codes, as well as other
applicable fire safety standards.

Future development of utility infrastructure would be subject to the
requirements established in Public Resources Code Section 4292, which
requires clearing of flammable fuels for a minimum 10-foot radius from the
outer circumference of poles and towers; and Section 4293, which sets basic
requirements for clearances around electrical conductors. Furthermore,
future development would be required to meet vegetation clearance
requirements outlined in Title 14, Section 1104.1(d) of the California Code
of Regulations for single overhead facilities.

Maintenance of existing infrastructure and the potential installation of new
infrastructure for future projects in the Planning Area would be required to
comply with Fire Code requirements found in the Municipal Code (Chapter
15.20). Proposed development would be reviewed by the LACoFD to
determine the specific fire requirements applicable to ensure compliance
with the Fire Code. The potential for future projects to impact
environmental resources to meet compliance with fire development
standards such (as fuel breaks and clearance requirements) would require
site specific environmental evaluation under CEQA to identify any site-
specific impacts. In addition, any development in the City would need to
comply with the California Building Code, Public Resource Code, and the
City Municipal Code to ensure that new developments have access to
necessary utilities, and any additional utility construction complies with all
code requirements. Implementation of the General Plan Update policies and
actions, combined with local and State requirements, would ensure that
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potential wildland fire hazards would not be exacerbated by the installation
or maintenance of local infrastructure, and no impact would occur.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Policy PS-1.2: Critical Facilities. Coordinate with service providers to promote the
resilience of critical facilities, lifeline services, and infrastructure, and plan for the use of
critical facilities during post-disaster response and recovery.

Policy PS-1.4: Local Hazard Mitigation. Regularly maintain and update natural and man-
made hazard information relevant to the Lawndale Local Hazard Mitigation Plan.

Policy PS-1.5: Resources. Support policies and programs that facilitate the availability of
adequate resources to respond to health, fire, and police emergencies.

Goal 4: Fire Hazards. A community protected from loss of life or injury and damage to
property due to fire hazards.

Policy PS-4.1: Fire Protection Services. Coordinate fire protection services with
LACOoFD so that sufficient capacity, stations, personnel, and equipment are available to
meet needs in Lawndale for fire protection and related emergency services.

Policy PS-4.2: Development Review. Involve LACoOFD in the development review
process so that fire safety is addressed in new and modified developments.

Policy PS-4.4: Building Fire Codes. Require that all buildings and facilities within the
City comply with local, State, and Federal regulatory standards such as the California
Building and Fire Codes, as well as other applicable fire safety standards.

4. Runoff Risks

Threshold: ~ Would the project expose people or structures to significant risks, including
downslope or downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-
fire slope instability, or drainage changes?

Finding: No impact. (Draft EIR, Impact WF-4, pages 5.20-15 through 5.20-17)

Explanation: The General Plan Update would allow development and improvement
projects that would involve some land clearing, grading, and other ground-
disturbing activities that could temporarily increase soil erosion rates during
and shortly after project construction. There are no designated FHSZs
within the Planning Area. Additionally, the Planning Area is predominantly
flat, built-out, and surrounded by highly urbanized development.

There are no mapped flood hazard zones located within the Planning Area;
the entire Planning Area is located within an area of minimal flood hazard.
Future development resulting from implementation of the General Plan
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Update could increase the potential for localized flooding in low spots or
where infrastructure is unable to accommodate peak flows during a storm
event. However, all future development and redevelopment projects would
be required to comply with applicable Federal, State, regional, and local
plans, policies, and regulations to address site-specific drainage and
potential flooding risks. Specifically, future site-specific development
would be required to comply with Municipal Code Chapter 13.12 and 13.16.
Municipal Code Chapter 13.12 establishes required BMPs during
operational phase of projects. Municipal Code Chapter 13.12 also indicates
that each person applying to the City for a grading or building permit must
submit satisfactory proof to the City that a SWPPP has been prepared,
before the City issues any grading or building permit on the construction
project. Municipal Code Chapter 13.16 requires subject new development
and redevelopment projects to comply with SUSMP conditions assigned by
the City, consisting of LID structural and non-structural BMPs; source
control BMPs; and structural and non-structural BMPs for specific types of
uses. Section 13.16.060 requires applicable development and
redevelopment projects to submit a SUSMP for City review and approval,
which is required to be incorporated into the applicant’s project plans.
Section 13.16.070 requires BMPs to be used on slopes or channels in subject
new development or redevelopment projects. Per Section 13.16.110,
applicants for new subject development and redevelopment projects must
agree to maintain any structural or treatment control BMPs. These
regulations would minimize danger to life and property due to the hazards
of flood, soil erosion, seepage and destruction of natural topography and
plant material. Further, subsequent development and infrastructure projects
would be analyzed for potential environmental impacts, consistent with the
requirements of CEQA. Construction of storm drainage improvements
would occur as part of an overall development or infrastructure project, and
would be considered in the environmental review associated with the
specific project being proposed.

The General Plan Update includes policies and actions to address public
safety, which would limit risks to people and structures within the City.
Proposed Public Safety Element Policy PS-1.2 directs coordination with
service providers to promote the resilience of critical facilities, lifeline
services, and infrastructure, and plan for the use of critical facilities during
post-disaster response and recovery. Policy PS-4.1 coordinates fire
protection services with LACoOFD so that sufficient capacity, stations,
personnel, and equipment are available to meet needs in Lawndale for fire
protection and related emergency services. Policy PS-4.2 involves LACoFD
in the development review process so that fire safety is addressed in new
and modified developments. Policy PS-4.4 requires that all buildings and
facilities within the City comply with local, State, and Federal regulatory
standards such as the California Building and Fire Codes, as well as other
applicable fire safety standards. Policy PS-5.3 adheres to the latest building,
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site, and design codes to avoid or minimize the risk of flooding hazards in
the community. Policy PS-5.4 encourages new developments that add
substantial amounts of impervious surfaces to integrate LID BMPs to
reduce stormwater runoff. Compliance with local, State, and Federal
regulations, and General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions would
reduce potential exposure of people or structures to significant risks
resulting from runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes. No
impact would occur in this regard.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

PUBLIC SAFETY ELEMENT

Goal PS-1: Emergency Operations. A community prepared to provide effective response
and recovery efforts in the event of an emergency.

Policy PS-1.2: Critical Facilities. Coordinate with service providers to ensure the
resilience of critical facilities, lifeline services, and infrastructure, and plan for the use of
critical facilities during post-disaster response and recovery.

Goal 4: Fire Hazards. A community protected from loss of life or injury and damage to
property due to fire hazards.

Policy PS-4.1: Fire Protection Services. Coordinate fire protection services with
LACOFD so that sufficient capacity, stations, personnel, and equipment are available to
meet needs in Lawndale for fire protection and related emergency services.

Policy PS-4.2: Development Review. Involve LACOFD in the development review
process so that fire safety is addressed in new and modified developments.

Action PS-4a: Require all new habitable structures be designed in accordance with the
most recent California Building and Fire Code with local amendments adopted by the City.

Goal PS-5: Flood Hazards. A community that is protected from flood hazards.

Policy PS-5.3: Site Design. Adhere to the latest building, site, and design codes to avoid
or minimize the risk of flooding hazards in the community.

Policy PS-5.4: Best Management Practices. Encourage new developments that add
substantial amounts of impervious surfaces to integrate low impact development Best
Management Practices to reduce stormwater runoff.

Policy PS-5.6: Local Storm Drainage Infrastructure. Maintain and regularly assess the
status of local storm drainage infrastructure to confirm that the system is functioning

property.
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A

1.

SECTION 11

IMPACTS THAT ARE LESS THAN SIGNIFICANT WITH MITIGATION

INCORPORATED

There are no impacts that require mitigation above and beyond implementation of the
policies and actions included in the General Plan.

SECTION IV

IMPACTS THAN CANNOT BE FULLY MITIGATED TO A LESS THAN

SIGNIFICANT LEVEL

The City Council hereby finds that, despite the incorporation of General Plan goals,
policies, and actions identified in the EIR and in these Findings, the following environmental
impacts cannot be fully mitigated to a less than significant level and a Statement of Overriding
Considerations is therefore included herein:

AIR QUALITY

Cumulatively Considerable Pollutant Emissions

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project result in cumulatively considerable net increase of any
criteria pollutant for which the project region is in non-attainment under the
applicable federal or state ambient air quality standard?

Significant and Unavoidable. (Draft EIR, Impact AQ-2, pages 5.3-36
through 5.3-39)

The SCAQMD has established numerical significance thresholds for
regional emissions during construction and operation. Daily emissions were
estimated for the construction of the land uses provided in the General Plan
Update. The calculations used to develop construction emissions
incorporate compliance with applicable dust control measures required to
be implemented during each phase of construction by SCAQMD Rule 403
(Control of Fugitive Dust), and fugitive VOC control measures required to
be implemented by architectural coating emission factors based on
SCAQMD Rule 1113 (Architectural Coatings); however, the construction-
related daily emissions would exceed the SCAQMD significance thresholds
for volatile organic compounds (VOCs), NOx, CO, PMzip, and PMas.
Therefore, short-term regional construction emissions would be potentially
significant. Additionally, operation of future development accommodated
by the General Plan Update would generate criteria air pollutant emissions
from project-generated vehicle trips traveling within the City, energy
sources such as natural gas combustion, and area sources such as
landscaping equipment and consumer products usage. Operational
emissions for future development accommodated by the General Plan
Update would exceed regulatory thresholds for VOC, NOx, CO, PM1o, and
PM2s. While these thresholds are the only thresholds available for
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numerically determining significance, it should be noted that these
thresholds were specifically developed for use in determining significance
for individual projects and not for program-level documents, such as the
General Plan Update. However, as emissions for VOC, NOx, CO, PMyo,
and PM2 s exceed regulatory thresholds, the regional operational emissions
would be potentially significant.

The proposed policies and actions of the General Plan Update would
potentially reduce emissions, which could potentially address impacts
related to exceeding air quality regulatory thresholds. These policies and
actions are oriented toward the reduction of the air quality impacts of
individual projects. Action RM-4k requires that future development
projects implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to
demonstrate consistency with SCAQMD construction threshold emissions.
With respect to operational emissions, future development under the
General Plan Update would be required to comply with AQMP, SIP,
CARB, SCAQMD regulations, Title 24 energy efficiency standards, and the
General Plan Update’s policies and actions. Policy RM-4.2 of the General
Plan Update Resources Management Element requires the City to
coordinate with CARB and SCAQMD to enforce the standards of the Clean
Air Act. Policy RM-4.6 encourages and incentivizes higher density and
mixed-use development opportunities to lessen the impacts of traffic
congestion on local air quality. Policy RM-4.8 requires the implementation
of relevant mitigation measures for all future development upon
identification of potential air quality impacts. Action RM-5c¢ provides for
the continue review of development projects to ensure that all new public
and private development complies with Title 24 energy standards, as well
as the energy efficiency standards established by the General Plan Update
and the Municipal Code. However, as there is no way to determine the
effectiveness of such regulations, policies, and actions for individual
projects, it is impossible to determine if potential impacts would be reduced
to below regulatory thresholds. As project-specific information is not
currently known, there are no known feasible mitigation measures that can
be identified at this time beyond the policies and actions listed above. While
implementation of these policies and actions would reduce criteria pollutant
emissions resulting from implementation of the General Plan Update, the
extent to which the impacts are reduced would need to be determined on a
project-by-project basis, as necessary. Therefore, this impact is significant
and unavoidable.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
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transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Policy LU-1.2: Balance Jobs and Housing. Balance levels of employment and housing
within the community to provide more opportunities for Lawndale residents to work
locally, reduce commute times, and improve air quality.

Policy LU-1.4: Commercial Corridors. Encourage development of well-maintained,
functional, and appropriate commercial, retail, and employment opportunities in stand-
alone and mixed-use formats, particularly along Hawthorne Boulevard, major arterials, and
at major intersections where there is maximum visibility and access.

Policy LU-1.6: Uses to Meet Daily Needs. Encourage uses that meet daily needs, such as
grocery stores, local-serving restaurants, and other businesses and activities, within
walking distance of residences to reduce the frequency and length of vehicle trips.

Action LU-3b: Ensure all projects are reviewed and processed per the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines.

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Policy M-3.1: Complete Streets for Roadway Projects. Apply Complete Streets
principles to all transportation improvements projects (e.g. safety, intelligent transportation
systems, roads and intersections widening, transit facilities).

Policy M-3.2: Multimodal Connectivity. Link activity centers, employment centers,
public facilities, and schools to transit and active transportation facilities, wherever
feasible.

Action M-3a When planning roadway facilities, incorporate the concept of complete
streets. Complete streets include design elements for all modes that use streets, including
autos, transit, pedestrians, and bicycles. Complete streets shall be developed in a context-
sensitive manner. For example, it may be more appropriate to provide a Class | bike path
instead of bike lanes along a major arterial.

Policy M-5.3: Transit Facilities. Require new developments to construct, when
appropriate, transit facilities, including bus turn-outs, lighted bus shelters, and route
information signage.

Action M-5a Continue on-going coordination with transit authorities toward the
expansion of transit facilities.

Policy M-6.1: Bicycle Master Plan. Implement the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan within
City limits to provide active transportation facilities that can serve as an alternative to
automobiles, including the Plan’s facility recommendations as shown in Figure M-2.
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Policy M-6.2: Local Travel Network. Coordinate with the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments to promote local micromobility modes by implementing the Local Travel
Network plan and supporting efforts to integrate the network with adjacent cities, as shown
in Figure M-3.

Policy M-6.3: Hawthorne Boulevard Sidewalks. Allow for modified sidewalk standards
and encourage enhanced pedestrian amenities along Hawthorne Boulevard to reflect the
corridors unique character and land use vision.

Policy M-6.4: Sidewalk and Bikeway Gaps. Create a connected and complete active
transportation network by identifying and eliminating gaps in sidewalks and bikeways.

Policy M-6.5: Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities at New Developments. Require new
residential and non-residential developments in the City to provide safe and attractive
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, such as secure bicycle parking, pedestrian-scale lighting,
street furniture, landscaping, and other improvements.

Policy M-6.6: Effects of New Technologies on Active Transportation. Monitor the
development of mobility new technologies and the potential effects on designing a
transportation network that accommodates all modes and users.

Action M-6a: As part of development review and specific plans, review any existing gaps
in active transportation infrastructure that inhibit mobility.

Action M-6b: Implement of the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan when roadways are being
rehabilitated or resurfaces, as funding allows.

Action M-6c¢: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code, as necessary, to consider
bicycle and pedestrian access as part of the site plan review for new development projects.

Policy M-9.2: Transportation Demand Management. Require transportation demand
management (TDM) strategies as mitigation measures for new projects that exceed the
City's thresholds Vehicle Miles Traveled impact thresholds.

Action M-9b Require developments that are approved based on TDM plans to incorporate
monitoring and enforcement of TDM targets as part of those plans.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Goal RM-4: Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Improved air quality in
Lawndale and the region through reductions in air pollutants and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions.

Policy RM-4.1: Regional Cooperation. Support regional efforts, including those
organized through the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), the
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), the South Bay Cities Council
of Governments (SBCCOG), and the California Air Resource Board (CARB) to implement
the regional Air Quality Management Plan.
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Policy RM-4.2: Measurement and Enforcement. Coordinate with the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
to support their ability to properly measure air quality at emission sources and enforce the
standards of the Clean Air Act.

Policy RM-4.3: GHG Emissions. Align the City’s local GHG reduction targets with the
statewide GHG reduction targets of Assembly Bill 32, and align the City’s GHG reduction
goal with the statewide GHG reduction goal of Executive Order S-03-05.

Policy RM-4.4: Transportation Options. Promote alternative modes of transportation to
reduce vehicular emissions and improve air quality. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.5: Walkability. Encourage pedestrian-scale development and pedestrian-
friendly design features to reduce vehicle emissions. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.6: Land Use Planning. Encourage and incentivize higher density and mixed-
use development opportunities within designated areas of the City to lessen the impacts of
traffic congestion on local air quality. (See Land Use Element)

Policy RM-4.7: Sensitive Receptors. Insulate sensitive receptors from areas of heightened
air quality pollution by utilizing land use planning to buffer and protect residential areas.

Policy RM-4.8: Mitigation. Require the implementation of relevant mitigation measures
for all future development upon identification of potential air quality impacts.

Policy RM-4.9: GHG Reduction. Consider and adopt new local policies and programs
that will help to provide energy efficient alternatives to fossil fuel use and reduce
consumption in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the local
measures identified in the City of Lawndale Climate Action Plan.

Policy RM-4.10: Mitigation. Public Engagement. Promote regional air quality programs
in order to inform the public on regional air quality concerns and encourage the
engagement of all residents in future planning decisions related to air quality.

Action RM-4a: Implement the local GHG reduction measures identified in the City of
Lawndale Climate Action Plan (CAP), participate in future updates of the SBCCOG
Climate Action Plan, and perform on-going monitoring and reporting of GHG reduction
impacts. Develop a Climate Action Team to support and guide the City’s efforts to
conserve energy and reduce emissions. Work with the SBCCOG and/or other local,
Regional, State, and Federal agencies or utility to obtain funding necessary to implement,
monitor, and report the CAP measures.

Action RM-4b: As applicable, review new industrial and commercial development
projects during the CEQA process for potential air quality impacts to residences and other
sensitive receptors. Ensure that mitigation measures and best management practices are
implemented to reduce significant emissions of criteria pollutants.
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Action RM-4c: Review development, infrastructure, and planning projects for consistency
with SCAQMD requirements during the CEQA review process. Require project applicants
to prepare air quality analyses to address SCAQMD and General Plan requirements, as
appropriate, which include analysis and identification of:

1. Air pollutant emissions associated with the project during construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

2. Potential exposure of sensitive receptors to toxic air contaminants.

3. Significant air quality impacts associated with the project for construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

4. Mitigation measures to reduce significant impacts to less than significant or the
maximum extent feasible where impacts cannot be mitigated to less than
significant.

Action RM-4d: Work with the South Coast Air Quality Management District, Southern
California Association of Governments, the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, and
the California Air Resource Board to implement programs aimed at improving regional air
quality.

Action RM-4e: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24
standards as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the Lawndale Municipal
Code.

Action RM-4f: Provide the necessary facilities and infrastructure to facilitate the use of
low or zero-emission vehicles such as electric vehicle charging facilities at key City
facilities as operations necessitate and/or as funding becomes available.

Action RM-4g: Evaluate and consider multi-modal transportation benefits to all City
employees, such as free or low-cost monthly public transportation (bus) passes. Encourage
employer participation in similar programs. Encourage new transit/shuttle services and use.

Action RM-4h: Establish programs that encourage community car-sharing and carpooling.

Action RM-4i: Support the establishment and expansion of a regional network of electric
vehicle charging stations and encourage the expanded use of electric vehicles.

Action RM-4j: Encourage multi-family residential and non-residential development to
increase the use of higher-albedo materials for surfaces including roofs, parking areas,
driveways, roads, and sidewalks. Encourage developments with parking lot areas to shade
these areas with vegetation or solar panels when appropriate. Support various programs to
plant and maintain trees, which can also contribute to a reduction of urban heat islands.

Action RM-4k: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD construction emission thresholds. Where emissions from individual
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projects exceed SCAQMD thresholds, the following actions should be incorporated as
necessary to minimize impacts. These measures do not exclude the use of other, equally
effective mitigation measures as determined by a project specific Air Quality Assessment.

o Require all off-road diesel equipment greater than 50 horsepower (hp) used for this
Project to meet EPA Tier 4 final off-road emission standards or equivalent. Such
equipment shall be outfitted with Best Available Control Technology (BACT)
devices including a California Air Resources Board Certified Level 3 Diesel
Particulate Filter (DPF) or equivalent. The DPF reduces diesel particulate matter
and NOx emissions during construction activities.

o Require a minimum of 50 percent of construction debris be diverted for recycling.
. Require building materials to contain a minimum 10 percent recycled content.
. Require materials such as paints, primers, sealants, coatings, and glues to have a

low volatile organic compound concentration compared to conventional products.
If low VOC materials are not available, architectural coating phasing should be
extended sufficiently to reduce the daily emissions of VOCs.

Action RM-4l: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate
consistency with SCAQMD’s operational emission thresholds. For projects where
operational emissions exceed regulatory thresholds, the following measures may be used
to reduce impacts. Note the following measures are not all inclusive and developers have
the option to add or substitute measures that are equally or more appropriate for the scope
of the project.

. Develop a project specific TDM program for residents and/or employees that
provides opportunities for carpool/vanpools.

. Provide onsite solar/renewable energy in excess of regulatory requirements.

. Require that owners/tenants of non-residential or multi-family residential
developments use architectural coatings that are 10 grams per liter or less when
repainting/repairing properties.

. Require drip irrigation and irrigation sensor units that prevent watering during rain
storms.
o Ensure all parking areas are wired for capability of future EV charging and include

EV charging stations that exceed regulatory requirements.

Goal RM-5: Energy Resources. A community that safely manages its energy resources.

Policy RM-5.1: Compliance with State Legislation. Comply with all State requirements
regarding the generation of power and encourage energy providers to investigate the use
or expansion of renewable sources of energy.
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Policy RM-5.2: Green Building Standards Code. Ensure that new construction and
major redevelopment complies with the most current version of the California Green
Building Standards Code.

Policy RM-5.3: Renewable Energy. Promote the development and use of renewable
energy resources to reduce dependency on fossil fuels.

Policy RM-5.4: Energy-Efficient Materials. Promote the use of energy-efficient
materials, equipment, and design in public and private facilities and infrastructure.

Policy RM-5.5: Energy Conservation. Promote energy conservation and recycling by the
public and private sectors.

Policy RM-5.6: Energy Needs. Collaborate with local service providers in determining
and meeting the needs of the community for energy in clean, modern, and cost-effective
ways.

Policy RM-5.7: Business Community. Support the decisions of the Lawndale business
community as they select and implement the most appropriate, financially feasible, and
responsible energy source for their individual operations.

Policy RM-5.8: Public Education. Promote public education programs that advocate for
reducing energy consumption, and promote renewable sources of energy.

Policy RM-5.9: Promote Energy Conservation in Existing Building Stock. Promote
energy conservation by residents and businesses in existing structures, in close
coordination with other agencies and local energy providers.

Action RM-5a: Implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the
following actions:

a. Promote energy efficient buildings and site design for all new public buildings
during the site development permit process; and

b. Install energy saving devices in new public buildings and retrofit existing public
buildings.

Action RM-5b: During the development review process, encourage innovative building
design, layout, and orientation techniques to minimize energy use by taking advantage of
sun/shade patterns, prevailing winds, landscaping and building materials that control
energy usage, and solar design.

Action RM-5c: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 standards
as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the General Plan and the
Municipal Code.
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Action RM-5d: Promote the CEC Building Energy Benchmarking Program (AB 802) on
the City’s website to help benchmark and monitor energy use for participating businesses
seeking to increase energy efficiency and realize cost savings.

Action RM-5e: Identify and reduce government constraints to installation of renewable
energy infrastructure and electric vehicle charging stations, as feasible, through incentives
such as, streamlined permitting, and expedited inspection times.

Action RM-5f: Consider participation in a Community Choice Aggregation program, such
as Clean Power Alliance, to help meet the City’s energy objectives.

Action RM-5g: Use the City’s website to promote existing incentivized programs such as
Energy Upgrade California, financing programs such as Properly Assessed Clean Energy
(PACE), and energy audits through State programs.

Action RM-5h: Partner with SBCCOG and relevant utilities on outreach events and to
obtain educational content and promote on the City’s website.

2. Sensitive Receptors

Threshold: ~ Would the project expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant
concentrations?

Finding: Significant and Unavoidable. (Draft EIR, Impact AQ-3, pages 3.3-39
through 3.3-42)

Explanation: Criteria air pollutant emissions have the potential to result in health impacts
on sensitive receptors located near new development within the Planning
Area. Based on the nature and extent of new development, nearby sensitive
receptors could be exposed to levels of toxic air contaminants that could
result in a potential increase in cancer, acute, and/or chronic risk. Because
the exact nature, location, and operation of the future developments are
unknown, and because health risk impacts from TACs are cumulative over
the life of the nearby receptors, quantification of potential health risks
would be speculative. However, as construction and operation of these
future developments would occur within close proximity to sensitive
receptors, there is the potential for risk to exceed regulatory levels.
Additionally, without knowing the exact specifications for all projects that
may be developed under the General Plan Update, there is no way to
accurately calculate the potential for health impacts from the overall
General Plan Update. Individual projects would be required to provide their
own environmental assessments to determine health impacts from the
construction and operation of their projects. Because there is no way to
determine the potential for these projects to affect health of sensitive
receptors within the City of Lawndale, the proposed Project would result in
potentially significant health impacts. The proposed policies of the General
Plan Update would potentially reduce emissions, which could potentially
reduce impacts related to exceeding regulatory thresholds of criteria air
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pollutant emissions. Goal RM-4 of the General Plan Update Resources
Management Element addresses potential air quality impacts by improving
air quality in Lawndale and the region through reductions in air pollutants
and greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions. Specifically, Policy RM-4.7
addresses potential air quality impacts to sensitive receptors. Policy LU-1.1
of the General Plan Update Land Use Element promotes a land use pattern
that would reduce pollution and air quality impacts. With respect to local
air quality emissions, toxic air contaminant emissions, and health impacts,
future development under the General Plan Update would be required to
comply with AQMP, SIP, CARB, SCAQMD regulations, Title 24 energy
efficiency standards, and the proposed General Plan Update policies and
actions. Implementation of the General Plan Update policies and actions
would mitigate and reduce such emissions. However, the exact location,
type, nature, and size of future projects that may expose sensitive receptors
to pollutant concentrations cannot be calculated at this time, as the details
of potential future projects are not currently known. As such, there is no
way to determine the extent to which these regulations will be, or need to
be, implemented, and it is impossible to determine if potential impacts
would be reduced to below regulatory thresholds. As project-specific
information is not currently known, there are no known feasible mitigation
measures that can be identified at this time beyond the policies and actions
listed above. Therefore, localized operational impacts, construction and
operational health, and toxic air impacts would remain significant and
unavoidable.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS: Refer to the General

Plan Update goals, policies and actions cited above.

B. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

1. Generation of Greenhouse Gas Emissions

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or
indirectly, that may have a significant impact on the environment?

Would the project conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or regulation
adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions of greenhouse gases?

Significant and Unavoidable. (Draft EIR, Impact GHG-1, pages 5.8-20
through 5.8-38)

Implementation of the proposed Project would contribute to increases of
GHG emissions that are associated with global climate change. Estimated
GHG emissions attributable to future development would be primarily
associated with increases of CO. and other GHG pollutants, such as
methane (CHa4) and nitrous oxide (N20), from mobile sources and utility
usage. Potential future development associated with implementation of the
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General Plan Update would generate GHGs during the construction and
operational phases of the Project. Project construction-related activities
would generate a maximum of approximately 36,584 MTCO.e of GHG
emissions in a single year. Total GHG emissions construction-related
activities would be approximately 677,483, over the entire course of
construction (assumed to start in year 2023 and end in year 2045). Project
operational GHG emissions would total approximately 203,504 MTCO.e
annually. The Lawndale General Plan Update includes goals, policies, and
actions to reduce GHG emissions, as provided below. The proposed Project
would provide for more residential, commercial, and mixed-use
development in proximity to each other, as well as in proximity to transit.
Further, Project implementation would provide for a denser urban
environment with improved amenities that support active (non-motorized)
transportation opportunities within the Planning Area. Accordingly, the
Project is consistent with plans and policies designed to achieve the State’s
GHG reduction goals. However, it cannot be guaranteed that construction
and operational emissions would result in a less than significant impact with
regards to GHG impacts.

Proposed General Plan Update Resources Management Element Action
RM-4a would require the City to implement the local GHG reduction
measures identified in the City of Lawndale Climate Action Plan (CAP),
participate in future updates of the SBCCOG Climate Action Plan, and
perform on-going monitoring and reporting of GHG reduction impacts, as
well as to develop a Climate Action Team to support and guide the City’s
efforts to conserve energy and reduce emissions, and work with the
SBCCOG and/or other local, regional, State, and Federal agencies or utility
to obtain funding necessary to implement, monitor, and report the CAP
measures. While the reduction of GHG emissions puts the City on the path
to achieve its long-term emissions targets, since the CAP was developed in
2017, prior to AB 1279, the City would need additional actions to keep the
City on a path that aligns with the State of California’s longer-term goal for
2045. The CARB 2022 Scoping Plan identifies additional GHG reduction
measures necessary to achieve the 2030 target, as well as to achieve the
State’s target of carbon neutrality by year 2045. The Project would not
conflict with any of the provisions of the 2022 Scoping Plan and would
support four of the action categories through energy efficiency, water
conservation, recycling, and landscaping. However, although the Project
would not conflict with the 2022 Scoping Plan, this is not sufficient to
ensure that individual development projects associated with the proposed
Project would be consistent with the net zero greenhouse gas emissions
target encapsulated by AB 1279. Therefore, since full consistency between
the proposed Project and AB 1279 cannot be ensured at this programmatic
level of analysis, implementation of the proposed Project could result in a
significant impact on the environment due to the release of GHGs.
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The 2020-2045 Regional Transportation Plan/Sustainable Communities
Strategy (2020 RTP/SCS), adopted by SCAG in 2020, is a long-range
visioning plan that balances future mobility and housing needs with
economic, environmental, and public health goals. SCAG’s 2020 RTP/SCS
establishes GHG emissions goals for automobiles and light-duty trucks for
2020 and 2035 as well as an overall GHG target for the Project region
consistent with both the target date of AB 32 and the post-2020 GHG
reduction goals of Executive Orders 5-03-05 and B-30-15. The Project
would be consistent with the 2020 RTP/SCS through various polices. The
General Plan Update’s goals, policies, and actions would support
development that is encouraged by the 2020 RTP/SCS to reduce VMT and
expand multi-modal transportation options in order for the region to achieve
GHG reductions from the land use and transportation sectors required by
SB 375, which, in turn, advances the State’s long-term climate policies. By
furthering implementation of SB 375, the General Plan Update supports
regional land use and transportation GHG reductions consistent with State
regulatory requirements. Therefore, the Project would be consistent with the
GHG reduction-related actions and strategies contained in the 2020
RTP/SCS. Compliance with applicable State standards would ensure
consistency with State and regional GHG reduction planning efforts.
Therefore, the proposed Project would not result in any significant impacts
or interfere with SCAG’s ability to achieve the region’s post-2020 mobile
source GHG reduction targets.

In order to further reduce GHG emissions associated with buildout of the
General Plan Update, the City has included numerous goals, policies and
actions in the General Plan Update aimed at reducing GHG emissions and
promoting sustainability in the Planning Area. The General Plan Update
proposes goals, policies and actions that are specifically relevant to climate
change and GHG emissions and energy consumption within the Planning
Area. Specifically, the General Plan Update Resources Management
Element includes Policy RM-4.1, which supports regional efforts, including
those organized through the SCAQMD, SCAG, the SBCCOG, and CARB
to implement the regional AQMP. Policy RM-4.3 aligns the City’s local
GHG reduction targets with the statewide GHG reduction targets of AB 32,
and aligns the City’s GHG reduction goal with the Statewide GHG
reduction goal of Executive Order S-03-05. Policy RM-4.9 requires the City
to consider and adopt new local policies and programs that would help to
provide energy efficient alternatives to fossil fuel use and reduce
consumption in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions consistent with
the local measures identified in the City of Lawndale Climate Action Plan.
Additionally, Action RM-4a requires the City to Implement the local GHG
reduction measures identified in the City of Lawndale CAP, participate in
future updates of the SBCCOG Climate Action Plan, and perform on-going
monitoring and reporting of GHG reduction impacts, develop a Climate
Action Team to support and guide the City’s efforts to conserve energy and
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reduce emissions, and work with the SBCCOG and/or other local, Regional,
State, and Federal agencies or utility to obtain funding necessary to
implement, monitor, and report the CAP measures.

Furthermore, numerous policies and programs in the General Plan Update
address sustainable development, which influence operational mobile,
energy, and area-source emissions in the Planning Area. For example, the
proposed Resource Management Element Policy RM-4.6 encourages and
incentivizes higher density and mixed-use development opportunities
within designated areas of the City to lessen the impacts of traffic
congestion on local air quality. Additional policies and actions throughout
the Land Use and Mobility Elements promote reductions in VMT through
the mix and density of land uses, walkable neighborhood design, bicycle
facilities and infrastructure, the expansion of trail networks, and public
transportation facilities and infrastructure. Specifically, the proposed Land
Use Element includes Policy LU-1.1 which promotes an appropriate land
use plan that promotes efficient development and multiple transportation
options. The proposed Mobility Element contains Policy M-3.1, which
requires the City to apply Complete Streets principles to all transportation
improvements projects (e.g. safety, intelligent transportation systems, roads
and intersections widening, transit facilities); Policy M-3.2, which requires
the City to pursue multi-modal connectivity; Policy M-5.3, which requires
new developments to construct, when appropriate, transit facilities,
including bus turn-outs, lighted bus shelters, and route information signage;
Policy M-6.1, which requires the City to implement the South Bay Bicycle
Master Plan within City limits to provide active transportation facilities that
can serve as an alternative to automobiles; Policy M-6.2, which requires the
City to coordinate with the South Bay Cities Council of Governments to
promote local micromobility modes by implementing the Local Travel
Network plan and supporting efforts to integrate the network with adjacent
cities; Policy M-6.3, which requires the City to allow for modified sidewalk
standards and encourage enhanced pedestrian amenities along Hawthorne
Boulevard to reflect the corridors unique character and land use vision.
While these policies and actions would further assist the City in reducing
GHG emissions, the associated reduction of GHG emissions are not
quantifiable. Because of this, the City cannot state with certainty whether
implementation of the General Plan Update would meet the 2030 and 2045
community emissions targets.

Overall, the proposed Project would be required to comply with regulations
imposed by the State of California and the SCAQMD aimed at the reduction
of air pollutant emissions. While compliance with relevant regulations and
implementation of the proposed General Plan Updates’ goals, policies and
actions would reduce GHG emissions, the associated reductions of GHG
emissions are not quantifiable. Therefore, it cannot be guaranteed that the
implementation of the General Plan Update, as well as the individual
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development projects associated with implementation of the proposed
Project, would generate emissions consistent with the State’s long-term
goals for reducing GHG emissions in the State of California, particularly
the net-zero target as promulgated under AB 1279. As such, the City cannot
state with certainty whether implementation of the General Plan Update
would meet the State’s community emissions target. The proposed Project
would have a cumulatively significant and unavoidable adverse impact in
regards to greenhouse gas emissions.

GENERAL PLAN UPDATE GOALS, POLICIES, AND ACTIONS:

LAND USE ELEMENT

Policy LU-1.1: Sustainable Land Use Pattern. Provide an appropriate land use plan that
promotes efficient development; fosters and enhances community livability and public
health; sustains economic vitality; promotes efficient development and multiple
transportation options; reduces pollution, greenhouse gas emissions, and the expenditure
of energy and other resources; and ensures compatibility between uses consistent with the
land use designations identified in this Element and Land Use Map (LU-1).

Policy LU-1.2: Balance Jobs and Housing. Balance levels of employment and housing
within the community to provide more opportunities for Lawndale residents to work
locally, reduce commute times, and improve air quality.

Policy LU-1.4: Commercial Corridors. Encourage development of well-maintained,
functional, and appropriate commercial, retail, and employment opportunities in stand-
alone and mixed-use formats, particularly along Hawthorne Boulevard, major arterials, and
at major intersections where there is maximum visibility and access.

MOBILITY ELEMENT

Policy M-3.1: Complete Streets for Roadway Projects. Apply Complete Streets
principles to all transportation improvements projects (e.g. safety, intelligent transportation
systems, roads and intersections widening, transit facilities).

Policy M-3.2: Multimodal Connectivity. Link activity centers, employment centers,
public facilities, and schools to transit and active transportation facilities, wherever
feasible.

Policy M-5.1 Transit Use. Support programs encouraging public transit use by people
living in, working in, or visiting Lawndale.

Policy M-5.2 Improve Local Public Transit Services. Work with Metro, Lawndale Beat
Bus, and other local public transit providers to plan and improve local transit service and
transit facilities, including bus stops, in the City.
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Policy M-5.3: Transit Facilities. Require new developments to construct, when
appropriate, transit facilities, including bus turn-outs, lighted bus shelters, and route
information signage.

Action M-5a Continue on-going coordination with transit authorities toward the
expansion of transit facilities.

Policy M-6.1: Bicycle Master Plan. Implement the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan within
City limits to provide active transportation facilities that can serve as an alternative to
automobiles, including the Plan’s facility recommendations as shown in Figure M-2.

Policy M-6.2: Local Travel Network. Coordinate with the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments to promote local micromobility modes by implementing the Local Travel
Network plan and supporting efforts to integrate the network with adjacent cities, as shown
in Figure M-3.

Policy M-6.3: Hawthorne Boulevard Sidewalks. Allow for modified sidewalk standards
and encourage enhanced pedestrian amenities along Hawthorne Boulevard to reflect the
corridors unique character and land use vision.

Policy M-6.4: Sidewalk and Bikeway Gaps. Create a connected and complete active
transportation network by identifying and eliminating gaps in sidewalks and bikeways.

Policy M-6.5: Bicycle/Pedestrian Facilities at New Developments. Require new
residential and non-residential developments in the City to provide safe and attractive
bicycle and pedestrian facilities, such as secure bicycle parking, pedestrian-scale lighting,
street furniture, landscaping, and other improvements.

Policy M-6.6: Effects of New Technologies on Active Transportation. Monitor the
development of mobility new technologies and the potential effects on designing a
transportation network that accommodates all modes and users.

Action M-6a: As part of development review and specific plans, review any existing gaps
in active transportation infrastructure that inhibit mobility.

Action M-6b: Implement the South Bay Bicycle Master Plan when roadways are being
rehabilitated or resurfaced, as funding allows.

Action M-6¢: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code, as necessary to consider
bicycle and pedestrian access as part of the site plan review for new development projects.

Policy M-9.2: Transportation Demand Management. Require transportation demand
management (TDM) strategies as mitigation measures for new projects that exceed the
City's thresholds Vehicle Miles Traveled impact thresholds.

Policy M-9.3: Regional Coordination. Encourage regional agencies such as Metro, South
Coast Air Quality Management District (SCQAMD), and the South Bay Cities Council of
Governments to promote TDM programs that reduce single occupancy vehicle travel.
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Policy M-9.4: New Development. Work with developers to reduce greenhouse gas
emissions and minimize congestion related to new development through improvements to
the circulation system and on-site improvements that encourage public and active modes
of travel.

Action M-9a: Review and update the City’s Municipal Code and related implementation
documents, as necessary, to reflect TDM best practices.

Action M-9b: Require developments that are approved based on TDM plans to incorporate
monitoring and enforcement of TDM targets as part of those plans.

RESOURCE MANAGEMENT ELEMENT

Goal RM-4: Air Quality and Greenhouse Gas Emissions. Improved air quality in
Lawndale and the region through reductions in air pollutants and greenhouse gas (GHG)
emissions.

Policy RM-4.1: Regional Cooperation. Support regional efforts, including those
organized through the South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD), the
Southern California Association of Governments (SCAG), the South Bay Cities Council
of Governments (SBCCOG), and the California Air Resource Board (CARB) to implement
the regional Air Quality Management Plan.

Policy RM-4.2: Measurement and Enforcement. Coordinate with the California Air
Resources Board (CARB) and South Coast Air Quality Management District (SCAQMD)
to support their ability to properly measure air quality at emission sources and enforce the
standards of the Clean Air Act.

Policy RM-4.3: GHG Emissions. Align the City’s local GHG reduction targets with the
statewide GHG reduction targets of Assembly Bill 32, and align the City’s GHG reduction
goal with the statewide GHG reduction goal of Executive Order S-03-05.

Policy RM-4.4: Transportation Options. Promote alternative modes of transportation to
reduce vehicular emissions and improve air quality. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.5: Walkability. Encourage pedestrian-scale development and pedestrian-
friendly design features to reduce vehicle emissions. (See Mobility Element)

Policy RM-4.6: Land Use Planning. Encourage and incentivize higher density and mixed-
use development opportunities within designated areas of the City to lessen the impacts of
traffic congestion on local air quality. (See Land Use Element)

Policy RM-4.7: Sensitive Receptors. Insulate sensitive receptors from areas of heightened
air quality pollution by utilizing land use planning to buffer and protect residential areas.

Policy RM-4.8: Mitigation. Require the implementation of relevant mitigation measures
for all future development upon identification of potential air quality impacts.
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Policy RM-4.9: GHG Reduction. Consider and adopt new local policies and programs
that will help to provide energy efficient alternatives to fossil fuel use and reduce
consumption in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions consistent with the local
measures identified in the City of Lawndale Climate Action Plan.

Policy RM-4.10: Public Engagement. Promote regional air quality programs in order to
inform the public on regional air quality concerns and encourage the engagement of all
residents in future planning decisions related to air quality.

Action RM-4a: Implement the local GHG reduction measures identified in the City of
Lawndale Climate Action Plan (CAP), participate in future updates of the SBCCOG
Climate Action Plan, and perform on-going monitoring and reporting of GHG reduction
impacts. Develop a Climate Action Team to support and guide the City’s efforts to
conserve energy and reduce emissions. Work with the SBCCOG and/or other local,
Regional, State, and Federal agencies or utility to obtain funding necessary to implement,
monitor, and report the CAP measures.

Action RM-4b: As applicable, review new industrial and commercial development
projects during the CEQA process for potential air quality impacts to residences and other
sensitive receptors. Ensure that mitigation measures and best management practices are
implemented to reduce significant emissions of criteria pollutants.

Action RM-4c: Review development, infrastructure, and planning projects for consistency
with SCAQMD requirements during the CEQA review process. Require project applicants
to prepare air quality analyses to address SCAQMD and General Plan requirements, as
appropriate, which include analysis and identification of:

1. Air pollutant emissions associated with the project during construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

2. Potential exposure of sensitive receptors to toxic air contaminants.

3. Significant air quality impacts associated with the project for construction, project
operation, and cumulative conditions.

4. Mitigation measures to reduce significant impacts to less than significant or the
maximum extent feasible where impacts cannot be mitigated to less than
significant.

Action RM-4d: Work with the South Coast Air Quality Management District, Southern
California Association of Governments, the South Bay Cities Council of Governments, and
the California Air Resource Board to implement programs aimed at improving regional air
quality.

Action RM-4e: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 24
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standards as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the Lawndale Municipal
Code.

Action RM-4f: Provide the necessary facilities and infrastructure to facilitate the use of
low or zero-emission vehicles such as electric vehicle charging facilities at key City
facilities as operations necessitate and/or as funding becomes available.

Action RM-4q: Evaluate and consider multi-modal transportation benefits to all City
employees, such as free or low-cost monthly public transportation (bus) passes. Encourage
employer participation in similar programs. Encourage new transit/shuttle services and use.

Action RM-4h: Establish programs that encourage community car-sharing and carpooling.

Action RM-4i: Support the establishment and expansion of a regional network of electric
vehicle charging stations and encourage the expanded use of electric vehicles.

Action RM-4j: Encourage multi-family residential and non-residential development to
increase the use of higher-albedo materials for surfaces including roofs, parking areas,
driveways, roads, and sidewalks. Encourage developments with parking lot areas to shade
these areas with vegetation or solar panels when appropriate. Support various programs to
plant and maintain trees, which can also contribute to a reduction of urban heat islands.

Action RM-4k: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD construction emission thresholds. Where emissions from individual
projects exceed SCAQMD thresholds, the following actions should be incorporated as
necessary to minimize impacts. These measures do not exclude the use of other, equally
effective mitigation measures as determined by a project specific Air Quality Assessment.

. Require all off-road diesel equipment greater than 50 horsepower (hp) used for this
Project to meet USEPA Tier 4 final off-road emission standards or equivalent. Such
equipment shall be outfitted with Best Available Control Technology (BACT)
devices including a California Air Resources Board Certified Level 3 Diesel
Particulate Filter (DPF) or equivalent. The DPF reduces diesel particulate matter
and NOx emissions during construction activities.

. Require a minimum of 50 percent of construction debris be diverted for recycling.
. Require building materials to contain a minimum 10 percent recycled content.
o Require materials such as paints, primers, sealants, coatings, and glues to have a

low volatile organic compound concentration compared to conventional products.
If low VOC materials are not available, architectural coating phasing should be
extended sufficiently to reduce the daily emissions of VOCs.

Action RM-4l: Future development projects will be required to demonstrate consistency
with SCAQMD’s operational emission thresholds. For projects where operational
emissions exceed regulatory thresholds, the following measures may be used to reduce
impacts. Note the following measures are not all inclusive and developers have the option
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to add or substitute measures that are equally or more appropriate for the scope of the
project.

. Develop a project specific TDM program for residents and/or employees that
provides opportunities for carpool/vanpools.

o Provide onsite solar/renewable energy in excess of regulatory requirements.

o Require that owners/tenants of non-residential or multi-family residential
developments use architectural coatings that are 10 grams per liter or less when
repainting/repairing properties.

o Require drip irrigation and irrigation sensor units that prevent watering during rain
storms.
. Ensure all parking areas are wired for capability of future EV charging and include

EV charging stations that exceed regulatory requirements.
Goal RM-5: Energy Resources. A community that safely manages its energy resources.

Policy RM-5.1: Compliance with State Legislation. Comply with all State requirements
regarding the generation of power and encourage energy providers to investigate the use
or expansion of renewable sources of energy.

Policy RM-5.2: Green Building Standards Code. Ensure that new construction and
major redevelopment complies with the most current version of the California Green
Building Standards Code.

Policy RM-5.3: Renewable Energy. Promote the development and use of renewable
energy resources to reduce dependency on fossil fuels.

Policy RM-5.4: Energy-Efficient Materials. Promote the use of energy-efficient
materials, equipment, and design in public and private facilities and infrastructure.

Policy RM-5.5: Energy Conservation. Promote energy conservation and recycling by the
public and private sectors.

Policy RM-5.6: Energy Needs. Collaborate with local service providers in determining
and meeting the needs of the community for energy in clean, modern, and cost-effective
ways.

Policy RM-5.7: Business Community. Support the decisions of the Lawndale business
community as they select and implement the most appropriate, financially feasible, and
responsible energy source for their individual operations.

Policy RM-5.8: Public Education. Promote public education programs that advocate for
reducing energy consumption, and promote renewable sources of energy.
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Policy RM-5.9: Promote Energy Conservation in Existing Building Stock. Promote
energy conservation by residents and businesses in existing structures, in close
coordination with other agencies and local energy providers.

Action RM-5a: Implement energy conservation measures in public buildings through the
following actions:

a. Promote energy efficient buildings and site design for all new public buildings
during the site development permit process; and

b. Install energy saving devices in new public buildings and retrofit existing public
buildings.

Action RM-5b: During the development review process, encourage innovative building
design, layout, and orientation techniques to minimize energy use by taking advantage of
sun/shade patterns, prevailing winds, landscaping and building materials that control
energy usage, and solar design.

Action RM-5c: Continue to review development projects to ensure that all new public and
private development complies with the California Code of Regulations, Title 24 standards
as well as the energy efficiency standards established by the General Plan and the
Municipal Code.

Action RM-5d: Promote the CEC Building Energy Benchmarking Program (AB
802) on the City’s website to help benchmark and monitor energy use for participating
businesses seeking to increase energy efficiency and realize cost savings.

Action RM-5e: Identify and reduce government constraints to installation of
renewable energy infrastructure and electric vehicle charging stations, as feasible, through
incentives such as, streamlined permitting, and expedited inspection times.

Action RM-5f: Consider participation in a Community Choice Aggregation program, such
as Clean Power Alliance, to help meet the City’s energy objectives.

Action RM-5g: Use the City’s website to promote existing incentivized programs
such as Energy Upgrade California, financing programs such as Properly Assessed Clean
Energy (PACE), and energy audits through State programs.

Action RM-5h: Partner with SBCCOG and relevant utilities on outreach events and
to obtain educational content and promote on the City’s website.
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A.

SECTION V
CUMULATIVE IMPACTS

Regarding the General Plan’s potential to result in cumulative impacts, the City hereby
finds as follows:

AESTHETICS

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, have a
substantial adverse effect on a scenic vista?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.1.6, pages 5.1-14 through 5.1-
15)

The Planning Area does not contain any scenic vistas or scenic resources;
long-range views of the Palos Verdes Hills, Santa Monica Mountains, and
San Gabriel Mountains are limited and primarily provided along major
north-south corridors due to the existing development within the City and
surrounding area. The Planning Area, and the surrounding areas, are
developed and within an urbanized area. Development and/or
redevelopment of the Planning Area would be subject to the regulations and
requirements of the City’s Zoning Code, including building heights,
setbacks, massing, and design and architectural regulations, while projects
in the SOI would be subject to the County’s standards and requirements.
Future development projects in the City would be subject to the City’s
development standards, site plan and/or design review process to ensure
conformance with City’s established development standards. Although the
potential for new development at higher densities/intensities could occur
with implementation of the Project, scenic vistas and resources do not
readily occur within the City and long-range views are limited due to the
existing topography and urbanized nature of the area. Further, future
projects implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to
be consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions and adopted
regulations pertaining to aesthetics. With implementation of the adopted
policies and regulations, the proposed General Plan Update would not
considerably contribute to permanent changes in visual character, such as
obstruction of scenic views. The polices and actions included within the
General Plan Update and compliance with the Zoning Code would reduce
the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on visual character to a
less-than-significant level. Thus, the Project’s incremental effects involving
the potential for substantial adverse effects on a scenic vista would not be
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
substantially damage scenic resources, including, but not limited to, trees,
rock outcroppings, and historic buildings within a state scenic highway?
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Finding:
Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

No impact. (Draft EIR, Section 5.1.6, pages 5.1-15)

As there are no officially designated or eligible scenic highways located
within the viewshed of the Planning Area, future development and
cumulative development associated with implementation of the General
Plan Update would not substantially damage scenic resources within a State
scenic highway. Thus, the Project’s incremental effects involving the
potential for substantial damage to scenic resources within a State scenic
highway would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic
quality?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.1.6, pages 5.1-15 through 5.1-
16)

Future development and cumulative development are located within the
Planning Area and are therefore within an “Urbanized Area.”
Implementation of the General Plan Update would result in new
development and intensification of existing urban uses along major
corridors. While the Project does not include any specific development
proposals, the Project could facilitate future development projects within
these areas at higher densities and intensities than currently exist.
Development within the City is subject to the Lawndale Zoning Code,
which provides for project-specific design review of future development
proposals, which would ensure that development is consistent with the
General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions, and the Zoning Code.
Individual development projects are reviewed subject to the specific zoning
district and development being proposed. Further, future projects
implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to be
consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions and adopted
regulations pertaining to scenic quality. The proposed Project would not
conflict with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic
quality. Thus, the Project’s incremental effects involving potential conflicts
with applicable zoning and other regulations governing scenic quality
would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, create
a new source of substantial light or glare which would adversely affect day
or nighttime views in the area?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.1.6, pages 5.1-19 through 5.1-
20)

Future development associated with the General Plan Update and
development in the surrounding communities could introduce new sources



Findings
Page 210 of 264

of light or glare with the potential to adversely affect day or nighttime
views. All lighting installed in future development projects would be
subject to conformance with the General Plan Update and applicable Zoning
Code requirements. Additionally, pursuant to Chapter 17.30, future
residential development projects would be reviewed for conformance with
the City’s established design criteria, including project illumination.
Further, future projects implemented under the General Plan Update would
be required to be consistent with the General Plan Update policies and
actions and adopted regulations pertaining to aesthetics. With
implementation of the adopted policies and regulations, the proposed
General Plan Update would not considerably contribute to permanent
changes in visual character, such as increased lighting resulting in a
substantial degradation. The polices and actions included within the General
Plan Update and compliance with the Zoning Code would reduce the
cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on lighting and glare to a less-
than-significant level. Thus, through compliance with the City’s established
regulatory requirements, the Project’s incremental effects involving the
potential to create a new source of substantial light or glare which would
adversely affect day or nighttime views in the area would not be cumulative
considerable.

B. AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Threshold:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance (Farmland), as shown on the maps prepared pursuant to the
Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program of the California Resources
Agency, to non-agricultural use?

No impact. (Draft EIR, Section 5.2.5, pages 5.2-7 through 5.2-8)

The Planning Area is located within an urbanized area and is generally
developed with a mix of residential and non-residential uses. The FMMP
classifies the Planning Area as Urban and Built-Up Land. The Planning
Area does not contain any Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland
of Statewide Importance pursuant to the FMMP. Additionally, there are no
existing lands within the Planning Area that are designated for agricultural
use on the existing or proposed Lawndale Land Use Map and the Planning
Area does not contain land under agricultural production. Therefore, the
proposed Project would have no impact involving the conversion of Prime
Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance to a
non-agricultural use and as a result would not contribute to a potential
cumulative impact in this regard.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a Williamson Act
contract?



Findings

Page 211 of 264

Finding: No impact. (Draft EIR, Section 5.2.5, page 5.2-8 through 5.2-9)

Explanation: The Planning Area, along with the cumulative project sites, is located within
an urbanized area and is generally developed with a mix of residential and
non-residential uses. The Planning Area does not contain land under
agricultural production, nor are any parcels within the Planning Area under
a Williamson Act contract. Because the City does not have any zoning
districts exclusive to agriculture uses, the General Plan Update, and
subsequent zoning code update, would not conflict with existing zoning for
agricultural use. Therefore, the proposed Project would have no impact
involving a conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use, or a
Williamson Act contract, and as a result would not contribute to a potential
cumulative impact in this regard.

Threshold: ~ Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
involve other changes in the existing environment which, due to their
location or nature, could result in conversion of Farmland, to non-
agricultural use or conversion of forest land to non-forest use?

Finding: No impact. (Draft EIR, Section 5.2.5, page 5.2-8 through 5.2-9)

Explanation: The Planning Area, along with the cumulative project sites, is located within
an urbanized area and is generally developed with a mix of residential and
non-residential uses. There are no forest lands within the Planning Area, nor
are there suitable environmental conditions for forest land to be developed,;
therefore, implementation of the proposed Project will not result in the
conversion of forest land to non-forest use. The Planning Area does not
contain any Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide
Importance pursuant to the FMMP; there are no existing lands within the
Planning Area that are designated for agricultural use on the existing or
proposed Lawndale Land Use Map; and the Planning Area does not contain
land under agricultural production. Therefore, the proposed Project would
have no impact involving the conversion of farmland to non-agricultural use
or conversion of forest land to non-forest use, and as a result would not
contribute to a potential cumulative impact in this regard.

C. AIR QUALITY

Threshold: ~ Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan?

Finding: Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.3.6, pages 5.3-43)

Explanation: The City of Lawndale continues to coordinate with SCAQMD and SCAG

to ensure Citywide growth projections, land use planning efforts, and local
development patterns are accounted for in the regional planning and air
quality planning processes. Additionally, the General Plan Update includes
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Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

policies and actions to further minimize potential impacts to air quality in
support of the AQMP. Therefore, the operation of the proposed General
Plan Update would not conflict with or obstruct the implementation of the
applicable air quality plan and impacts would be less than significant.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict with or obstruct implementation of the applicable air quality plan,
or result in a cumulatively considerable net increase of any criteria pollutant
for which the project region is in non-attainment under an applicable
Federal or state ambient air quality standard?

Significant and Unavoidable. (Draft EIR, Section 5.3.6, pages 5.3-43
through 5.3-44)

Construction-related daily emissions would exceed the SCAQMD
significance thresholds for VOCs, NOx, CO, PM10, and PM2.5. Potential
operational emissions for the proposed Project would also exceed
regulatory thresholds (for VOC, NOx, CO, PM10, and PM2.5). Feasible
mitigation measures are incorporated into the policies and actions included
within the General Plan Update. However, there are no feasible criteria air
pollutant reduction measures beyond those identified within the policies and
actions identified that would reduce impacts. While implementation of these
policies and actions would reduce criteria pollutant emissions, the extent to
which impacts would be generated by future development and infrastructure
projects have to be determined on a project-by-project basis, as necessary.
Moreover, with respect to local air quality emissions, toxic air contaminant
emissions, and health impacts, future development under the General Plan
Update would be required to comply with AQMP, SIP, CARB, SCAQMD
regulations, Title 24 energy efficiency standards, and the proposed General
Plan Update policies and actions. Implementation of the policies and actions
listed above would mitigate and reduce such emissions. However, as there
IS no way to determine the extent to which these regulations would be, or
need to be, implemented, it is impossible to determine if potential impacts
would be reduced to below regulatory thresholds because the details and
potential emissions levels of future development projects is not known at
this time, as there are no specific development projects proposed as part of
the General Plan Update. Additionally, there are no known feasible
mitigation measures beyond the policies and actions listed above.
Therefore, localized operational impacts, construction and operational
health, and toxic air impacts would remain significant and unavoidable.

With respect to other emissions, future development under the General Plan
Update would be required to comply with AQMP, SIP, CARB, SCAQMD
regulations, Title 24 energy efficiency standards, and the proposed General
Plan Update policies and actions. However, as there is no way to determine
the extent to which these regulations would be, or need to be, implemented,
it is impossible to determine if potential impacts would be reduced to below
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Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

regulatory thresholds. As project-specific information is not currently
known, there are no known feasible mitigation measures that can be
identified at this time beyond the policies and actions listed above. Based
on these impacts, the General Plan Update would contribute to a cumulative
impact with regard to air quality in the region and within the air basin (i.e.
the South Coast Air Basin) as a whole. Therefore, this impact is considered
a cumulatively considerable and significant and unavoidable impact.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, expose
sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant concentrations?

Significant and Unavoidable. (Draft EIR, Section 5.3.6, pages 5.3-44
through 5.3-45)

With respect to local air quality emissions, toxic air contaminant emissions,
and health impacts, future development under the General Plan Update
would be required to comply with AQMP, SIP, CARB, SCAQMD
regulations, Title 24 energy efficiency standards, and the proposed General
Plan Update policies and actions. Implementation of the General Plan
Update policies and actions listed above would mitigate and reduce such
emissions. However, the exact location, type, nature, and size of future
projects that may expose sensitive receptors to pollutant concentrations
cannot be calculated at this time, as the details of potential future projects
are not currently known. As such, there is no way to determine the extent to
which these regulations will be, or need to be, implemented, and it is
impossible to determine if potential impacts would be reduced to below
regulatory thresholds. Additionally, as project-specific information is not
currently known, there are no known feasible mitigation measures that can
be identified at this time beyond the policies and actions listed above.
Therefore, this impact is considered a cumulatively considerable and
significant and unavoidable impact.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, result
in other emissions (such as those leading to odors) adversely affecting a
substantial number of people?

Less than Significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.3.6, pages 5.3-45)

With respect to potential sources that may emit odors during construction
and operations, future developments under the General Plan Update would
be required to comply with the CARB requirements, SCAQMD rules, the
City’s Municipal Code, and the proposed General Plan Update policies and
actions. As a result, the implementation of the General Plan Update would
not result in a cumulatively considerable contribution to cumulative odor
impacts. Additionally, adherence to SCAQMD rules and regulations would
alleviate potential impacts related to cumulative conditions on a project-by-
project basis. Project implementation would not contribute to a
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cumulatively considerable objectionable odors affecting a substantial
number of people within the City; impacts would be less than significant in
this regard.

D. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, have a
substantial adverse effect, either directly or through habitat modifications,
on any species identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special status species
in local or regional plans, policies, or regulations, or by the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, a have
substantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community identified in local or regional plans, policies, regulations or by
the California Department of Fish and Wildlife or U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service?

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, have a
substantial adverse effect on state or Federally protected wetlands
(including, but not limited to, marsh, vernal pool, coastal, etc.) through
direct removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other means?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.4.6, pages 5.4-19 through 5.4-
21)

The City is highly urbanized and is not known to support any significant
wildlife or native planning communities or species. The potential for the
Project to have a substantial adverse effect on any special status species,
riparian habitat or sensitive natural community or wetlands is less than
significant as these resources do not generally occur within the Planning
Area. Future development within the City could involve the removal of
trees, which may have the potential to impact nesting migratory birds.
Proposed removal of any street trees or trees on public property within the
City would be reviewed in accordance with Municipal Code Chapter 12.28
and would be required to comply with the requirements for removal. Future
development projects would be required to adhere to applicable Federal,
State, and local regulations that provide for sensitive species as part of the
discretionary approval process for site-specific development projects. Any
future development would be assessed for consistency with local policies
and ordinances, including the Municipal Code and General Plan goals and
policies, and adopted regulations pertaining to biological resources, as
appropriate. With implementation of the adopted policies and regulations
described above, the proposed General Plan Update would not considerably
contribute to adverse effects to biological resources, including special status
plant or wildlife species, riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
community, or any State or Federally protected wetlands. The polices and
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Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

actions included within the General Plan Update and compliance with
existing regulations would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan
Update on biological resources to a less than significant level. Thus, the
proposed Project’s incremental effects involving special status plant or
wildlife species, riparian habitat or other sensitive natural community, or
any State or Federally protected wetlands would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
interfere substantially with the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.4.6, page 5.4-21)

The Planning Area, along with the surrounding region, are predominantly
developed or paved and any landscaping consists primarily of ornamental
and/or non-native plant species and do not provide for habitat linkages. The
Dominguez Channel is concrete-lined and considered to have low habitat
value. Although the channel could be used for wildlife movement, the
Project as well as the cumulative projects do not involve any direct or
indirect physical changes or modifications to the channel. Further, future
projects implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to
be consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions pertaining
to biological resources. The proposed General Plan Update would not
considerably contribute to interference of wildlife movement or impede the
use of native wildlife nursery sites. Thus, the proposed Project’s
incremental effects involving the movement of any native resident or
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established native resident or
migratory wildlife corridors, or impeding the use of native wildlife nursery
sites would not be cumulatively considerable

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict with any local policies or ordinances protecting biological
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or ordinance?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.4.6, pages 5.4-21 through 5.4-
22)

Site-specific development is not currently proposed as part of the Project;
however, future development associated with implementation of the Project
would be assessed for consistency with local policies and ordinances,
including the Municipal Code and General Plan Update goals and policies,
as appropriate. Proposed removal of any street trees or trees on public
property within the City would be reviewed in accordance with Municipal
Code Chapter 12.28 and would be required to comply with the requirements
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Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

for removal. Similarly, cumulative development within the region would be
required to comply with any agency-specific policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, such as a tree preservation policy or
ordinance. Future development within the City and cumulative
development would be assessed for consistency with the agency-specific
Municipal Code and General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions. Since
the Project would not conflict with any local policies or ordinances
protecting biological resources, the Project’s incremental effects would not
be cumulatively considerable in this regard.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat Conservation Plan,
Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local, regional,
or state habitat conservation plan?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.4.6, page 5.4-22)

The Planning Area is not located within the boundaries of an adopted
Habitat Conservation Plan, Natural Community Conservation Plan, or other
approved local, regional, or State habitat conservation plan. Thus, the
Project’s incremental effects involving a conflict with any of these plans
would not be cumulatively considerable.

E. CULTURAL RESOURCES

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, cause
a substantial adverse change in the significance of a historical resource
pursuant to §15064.5?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.5.6, page 5.5-17)

Previously recorded historic built environment resources have been
identified within the City. Additionally, due to the age of development
within the City, there is the potential for eligible historical resource sites to
be located within the Planning Area. Future development and cumulative
development within the Planning Area has the potential to impact known
and potentially eligible historical resources. As with the Project, the related
cumulative projects would undergo environmental review pursuant to
CEQA to evaluate potential impacts to historical resources. This would
include studies of historical resources that are present or could be present
within a development site. Where significant or potentially significant
impacts are identified, implementation of all feasible site-specific
mitigation would be required to avoid or reduce impacts. Additionally, the
General Plan Update Resource Management Element includes policies and
actions that would address historical resources. The polices and actions
included within the General Plan Update and compliance with the existing
regulatory environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the General
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Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Plan Update on historical resources to a less than significant level. Based
on the above, the Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative historical
resource impacts would be less than cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, cause
a substantial adverse change in the significance of an archaeological
resource pursuant to §15064.5?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.5.6, pages 5.5-17 through 5.5-
18)

No previously recorded cultural resources have been identified within the
City; however, undiscovered archeological sites may be located within the
Planning Area. Future development and cumulative development within the
Planning Area has the potential to impact previously undiscovered
archaeological resources. As with the Project, the related cumulative
projects would undergo environmental review pursuant to CEQA to
evaluate potential impacts to archaeological resources. This would include
studies of archaeological resources that are present or could be present
within a development site. Additionally, related projects would be subject
to compliance with the established Federal, State, and local regulatory
framework concerning the protection of cultural resources on a project-by-
project basis. Where significant or potentially significant impacts are
identified, implementation of all feasible site-specific mitigation would be
required to avoid or reduce impacts. Additionally, the General Plan Update
Resource Management Element includes policies and actions that would
address archeological resources. The polices and actions included within
the General Plan Update and compliance with the existing regulatory
environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update
on archeological resources to a less than significant level. Based on the
above, the Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative archaeological
resource impacts would be less than cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, disturb
any human remains, including those interred outside of dedicated
cemeteries?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.5.6, page 5.5-18)

Although unlikely, there is the potential that previously undiscovered
human remains could be encountered during construction activities
associated with future development within the Planning Area. Future
development projects would be required to comply with the established
State regulatory framework regarding human remains. Related cumulative
projects would undergo environmental review on a project-by-project basis
to evaluate the site-specific archaeological sensitivity. Additionally, related
projects would be subject to compliance with the established State and local
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F. ENERGY

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

regulatory framework, including the General Plan Update policies and
actions, concerning the discovery of human remains on a project-by-project
basis. The proposed Project’s compliance with the regulatory framework
regarding the discovery of human remains would reduce potential Project
impacts to a less than significant level; thus, the Project’s incremental
contribution to cumulative impacts to human remains would be less than
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, result
in potentially significant environmental impact due to wasteful, inefficient,
or unnecessary consumption of energy resources, during project
construction or operation?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.6.6, page 5.6-18)

As future development projects are received and reviewed by the City in
subsequent years, those projects would be reviewed for consistency with the
General Plan Update and all relevant State-level programs and
requirements. All future projects must implement the most current version
of the Title 24 energy efficiency requirements, as required by State law.
Consistency with the General Plan Update and other mandatory State-level
programs would ensure that future project-level contributions to inefficient,
wasteful or unnecessary energy use would be less than significant.
Moreover, as identified above, buildout of the General Plan Update would
not be expected to cause an inefficient, wasteful, or unnecessary use of
energy resources nor conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for
renewable energy or energy efficiency. As a result, the proposed General
Plan Update’s incremental contribution to cumulative energy impacts
would be less than cumulatively considerable.

G. GEOLOGY AND SOILS

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving rupture of a known earthquake
fault, as delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault
Zoning Map issued by the State Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.7.6, page 5.7-26)

There are no designated Alquist-Priolo fault zones within the Planning
Area. Future development and cumulative development would be required
to comply with CBSC, and each project within the City would be evaluated
for conformance with the CBSC, General Plan, Lawndale Municipal Code,
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Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

and other regulations. Therefore, the proposed Project would not contribute
to cumulative impacts related to potential adverse effects involving rupture
of a known earthquake fault and impacts in this regard are not cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including
the risk of loss, injury, or death involving strong seismic ground shaking or
seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.7.6, pages 5.7-26 through 5.7-
27)

The Project proposes a comprehensive update to the City’s General Plan,
including a revised Land Use Map. Buildout associated with the General
Plan Update Land Use Map would allow for new or increased residential
and non-residential development within specific areas of the City when
compared to existing conditions, potentially exposing people to strong
seismic ground shaking or seismic-related ground failure. The Planning
Area is not located within a mapped liquefaction zone, as delineated by the
CGS. Future development and cumulative development would generally
experience similar ground shaking associated with seismic activity. Future
development within the Planning Area and cumulative projects would be
required to conduct a site-specific geotechnical study to determine the
geotechnical feasibility of the specific development being proposed at that
time. Any recommendations presented in the geotechnical study would be
required to be incorporated into the design and construction of the future
development. Future development and cumulative development would be
required to comply with all applicable regulations in the most recent CBSC,
which includes design requirements to mitigate the effects of potential
hazards associated with seismic ground shaking and liquefaction. The
Lawndale Building and Safety Services Division would review construction
plans for compliance with the CBSC and Lawndale Municipal Code, as well
as the geotechnical study’s recommendations. Further, future projects
implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to be
consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions pertaining to
geologic hazards. The polices and actions included within the General Plan
Update and compliance with the existing regulatory environment would
reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on geologic
hazards to a less-than-significant level. Therefore, the Project’s incremental
effects involving exposure of people and structures to potential substantial
adverse effects involving strong seismic ground shaking or seismic-related
ground failure, including liquefaction would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects result
in substantial soil erosion or the loss of topsoil?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.7.6, pages 5.7-27 through 5.7-
28)

Future development sites and cumulative development sites within the City
and surrounding areas may contain soils that have erosion potential.
Implementation of the construction activities associated with Project
implementation and cumulative development projects would involve some
land clearing, mass grading, and other ground-disturbing activities that
could temporarily increase soil erosion rates during and shortly after project
construction. However, the Planning Area is primarily urbanized with
limited pervious areas; new development would primarily occur through
infill development and redevelopment of sites that are currently developed
and do not contain significant amounts of pervious area. Due to the limited
pervious areas that occur within the Planning Area, it is not anticipated that
Project implementation would increase impervious areas resulting in
increased runoff when compared to existing conditions. Site specific
geology and soil conditions would be evaluated on a project-by-project
basis. All future residential development associated with the proposed
Project and cumulative projects within the region would be required to
comply with stormwater runoff and pollution control requirements required
by the RWQCB and implemented by the specific jurisdiction in which the
development occurs. Construction activities within the City would be
required to comply with the Lawndale Municipal Code which implements
erosion and siltation control measures of the Construction General Permit,
reducing potential impacts associated with soil erosion or the loss of topsoil
during construction activities. Additionally, future development and
cumulative development would be required to comply with
postconstruction runoff pollution reduction BMPs implemented through the
SUSMP. Further, future projects implemented under the General Plan
Update would be required to be consistent with the General Plan Update
policies and actions pertaining to stormwater runoff and other causes of soil
erosion. The polices and actions included within the General Plan Update
and compliance with the existing regulatory environment would reduce the
cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on soil erosion and loss of
topsoil to a less-than-significant level. Thus, the Project’s incremental
effects involving substantial soil erosion or the loss of top soil would not be
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects be
located on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable, or that would become
unstable as a result of the project, and potentially result in on- or off-site
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence, liquefaction or collapse or be
located on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18-1-B of the Uniform
Building Code (1994), creating substantial direct or indirect risks to life or
property?
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Finding:
Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.7.6, page 5.7-28)

Due to the generally flat topography within the City and surrounding area,
the potential for lateral spreading within the Planning Area is considered to
be low. Further, the Planning Area is not identified as having the potential
for subsidence. The geotechnical and soil characteristics of future
development associated with the Project and any cumulative development
within the City would be evaluated on a project-by-project basis and
appropriate mitigation measures would be required to reduce potential
impacts associated with unstable geologic units or soils. Future
development associated with implementation of the proposed Project would
be required to prepare a geotechnical study for the specific site being
proposed for development. The Lawndale Building and Safety Services
Division would review construction plans for compliance with the CBSC
and City Municipal Code, as well as the geotechnical study’s
recommendations. Further, future projects implemented under the General
Plan Update would be required to be consistent with the General Plan
Update policies and actions pertaining to geologic hazards. The polices and
actions included within the General Plan Update and compliance with the
existing regulatory environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the
General Plan Update on geologic hazards to a less-than-significant level.
Therefore, the Project’s incremental effects involving unstable geologic
units or soils would not be cumulatively considerable

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, have
soils incapable of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or
alternative waste water disposal systems where sewers are not available for
the disposal of waste water?

No impact. (Draft EIR, Section 5.7.6, page 5.7-29)

Future development within the Planning Area would be required to connect
to the existing sewer system and would not involve the use of septic tanks
or alternative wastewater disposal systems. As such, no impact would
occur. Therefore, the Project’s incremental effects involving soils incapable
of adequately supporting the use of septic tanks or alternative waste water
disposal systems would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects directly
or indirectly destroy a unique paleontological resource or site or unique
geologic feature?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.7.6, page 5.7-29)

The Planning Area has the potential to contain paleontological resources.
Compliance with the City’s Municipal Code and implementation of General
Plan Update policies and actions would reduce potential impacts to
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paleontological resources associated with future construction activities in
the Planning Area to a less than significant level. There is also the potential
for cumulative project sites within the region to have soils that contain
paleontological resources. Construction activities associated with the
cumulative projects have the potential to directly or indirectly destroy
paleontological resources specific to those development sites. However,
these potential impacts are site-specific and generally do not result in
cumulative effects. Additionally, individual projects would undergo
environmental review on a project-by-project basis pursuant to CEQA to
evaluate potential impacts to paleontological resources. Where significant
or potentially significant impacts are identified, implementation of all
feasible site-specific mitigation would be required to avoid or reduce
impacts. Further, future projects implemented under the General Plan
Update would be required to be consistent with the General Plan Update
policies and actions pertaining to paleontological resources. The polices and
actions included within the General Plan Update and compliance with the
existing regulatory environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the
General Plan Update on paleontological resources to a less than significant
level. Therefore, the Project’s incremental effects involving paleontological
resources would not be cumulatively considerable.

H. GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the Project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly or indirectly, that may
have a significant impact on the environment, or conflict with an applicable
plan, policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the emissions
of greenhouse gases?

Significant and Unavoidable. (Draft EIR, Section 5.8.6, page 5.8-38
through 5.8-39)

The topic of GHG emissions is inherently a cumulative impact. Though
significance thresholds can be developed by air districts, as well as State
and Federal regulatory agencies, these thresholds and their related goals are
ultimately designed to effect change at a global level. As demonstrated in
the analysis provided above, it cannot be guaranteed that the proposed
Project would be consistent with the 2045 GHG target for the State of
California and would therefore have a significant and unavoidable impact,
even with the implementation of General Plan Update goals, policies and
actions.

. HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS

Threshold:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, create
a significant hazard to the public or the environment through the routine
transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.9.6, pages 5.9-33 through 5.9-
34)

Construction activities associated with future development and
development associated with the cumulative projects may involve the
routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous materials. Standard
construction practices would be observed such that any materials released
are appropriately contained and remediated as required by local, State, and
Federal law. Implementation of the Project would result in new
development and intensification of existing urban uses along major
corridors, including Hawthorne Boulevard. The General Plan Update does
not introduce new industrial uses or allow for the intensification of existing
industrial uses. The land uses anticipated by the Project and cumulative
development projects do not typically involve the use or storage of
hazardous substances other than limited quantities of hazardous materials
such as solvents, fertilizers, pesticides, and other materials used for regular
maintenance of buildings and landscaping. The quantities of these materials
would not typically be at an amount that would pose a significant hazard to
the public or the environment. Adherence to existing regulations would
ensure compliance with safety standards related to the use and storage of
hazardous materials, and the safety procedures mandated by applicable
Federal, State, and local laws and regulations, which would ensure that risks
involving the routine transportation, use, storage, or disposal of hazardous
materials or hazardous wastes would be less than significant. Further, future
projects implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to
be consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions and adopted
regulations pertaining to hazards and hazardous materials. Implementation
of the General Plan Update policies and actions would reduce potential
impacts to ensure the General Plan Update would not considerably
contribute to significant hazards to the public. Thus, the Project’s
incremental effects involving hazards associated with the routine transport,
use, or disposal of hazardous materials would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, create
a significant hazard to the public or the environment through reasonably
foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.9.6, pages 5.9-34 through 5.9-
35)

Future development sites associated with implementation of the Project and
cumulative development sites within the City could create a significant
hazard to the public or the environment through upset and accident
conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment. Implementation of construction activities associated with
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Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Project implementation and cumulative development projects would
involve some demolition, mass grading, excavation, and other ground-
disturbing activities that could temporarily create a significant hazard to the
public or the environment through release of hazardous materials. Future
site-specific development would be reviewed at the project-level to
determine whether any development sites are listed on a hazardous
materials site. Any development activities that may occur on documented
hazardous materials sites would be required to undergo remediation and
cleanup under the supervision of the regulatory agencies, such as DTSC and
the Los Angeles RWQCB. Further, future projects implemented under the
General Plan Update would be required to be consistent with the General
Plan Update policies and actions and adopted regulations pertaining to
hazards and hazardous materials. Implementation of the General Plan
Update policies and actions would reduce potential impacts to ensure the
General Plan Update would not considerably contribute to significant
hazards to the public. Thus, the Project’s incremental effects involving
hazards associated with the reasonably foreseeable upset and accident
conditions involving the release of hazardous materials into the
environment would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, emit
hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an existing or proposed
school?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.9.6, page 5.9-35)

Future development sites associated with implementation of the Project and
cumulative development sites within the City may emit hazardous
emissions or handle hazardous materials within one-quarter mile of an
existing or proposed school during construction phases. All future use,
storage, transport, and disposal of hazardous materials associated with the
proposed Project and cumulative projects within the City and region would
be would be governed by existing regulations of several agencies, including
DTSC, EPA, U.S. DOT, Cal/OSHA, and the LACoFD Health Hazardous
Materials Division. Site-specific development would adhere to standard
construction practices to ensure that any hazardous materials released are
appropriately contained and remediated as required by local, State, and
Federal law. Compliance with applicable laws and regulations governing
the use, storage, transportation, and disposal of hazardous materials would
ensure all potentially hazardous materials are used and handled in an
appropriate manner and would minimize the potential for safety impacts.
All development within the City is required to adhere to existing regulations
which ensure compliance with safety standards related to the use and
storage of hazardous materials, and the safety procedures mandated by
applicable Federal, State, and local laws and regulations would reduce
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Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

potential impacts to schools within the area. Further, future projects
implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to be
consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions and adopted
regulations pertaining to hazards and hazardous materials. Implementation
of the General Plan Update policies and actions would reduce potential
impacts to ensure the General Plan Update would not considerably
contribute to significant hazards to the public. Thus, the Project’s
incremental effects involving emission of hazardous materials within a one-
quarter mile of a school would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, be
located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites
compiled pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or the environment?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.9.6, pages 5.9-35 through 5.9-
36)

Future development associated with implementation of the Project and
cumulative projects would be evaluated at the project-level to determine
whether any development sites are listed on a hazardous materials site. Any
development activities occurring on documented hazardous materials sites
would be required to undergo remediation and cleanup under the
supervision of Federal, State, and local regulations, including the DTSC and
the Los Angeles RWQCB, prior to construction. Further, future projects
implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to be
consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions and adopted
regulations pertaining to hazards and hazardous materials. Implementation
of the General Plan Update policies and actions would reduce potential
impacts to ensure the General Plan Update would not considerably
contribute to significant hazards to the public. Therefore, the Project’s
incremental effects involving exposure of people and structures to potential
substantial adverse effects involving hazardous materials sites would not be
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, impair
implementation of or physically interfere with an adopted emergency
response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.9.6, pages 5.9-36 through 5.9-
37)

Future development associated with Project implementation and cumulative
development could impair implementation of or physically interfere with an
adopted emergency response plan. Implementation of construction
activities associated with Project implementation and cumulative
development projects could temporarily interfere with emergency response
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Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

plans or emergency evacuation plans. Major arterials within the City
generally serve as the primary routes for evacuation. However, evacuation
routes would depend upon the emergency event and location. While all
residential developments currently meet City evacuation standards, the City
would continue to coordinate with LACoFD and the County Sheriff to
provide ongoing education to residents about how to safely evacuate in the
event of an emergency.

As site-specific development is not currently proposed, it is unknown if
implementation of the Project would involve the removal of existing
driveways or the construction of new driveways or any associated
improvements, such as curb, gutter, and sidewalks. Proposed development
would be required to submit appropriate plans for plan review to ensure
compliance with zoning, building, and fire codes prior to the issuance of a
building permit. The proposed development would be required to comply
with all applicable Building and Fire Code requirements and would submit
construction plans to the Fire Department’s Engineering Building Plan
Check Unit for review and approval prior to issuance of any building permit.
Approval by the LACoFD would ensure that construction and operation
would not impair implementation of or physically interfere with the City’s
EOP or emergency evacuation plan. Further, future projects implemented
under the General Plan Update would be required to be consistent with the
General Plan Update policies and actions and adopted regulations
pertaining to emergency response and evacuation. Thus, the Project’s
incremental effects involving interface of emergency plans would not be
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
combined with other related cumulative projects, result in significant
cumulative impacts with respect to wildfire?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.9.6, page 5.9-37)

The Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative wildfire hazard
impacts would not be significant. The City is highly urbanized and future
development and redevelopment activities in the City would occur in areas
that have been previously developed. As a result, the degree of wildland fire
hazard, including secondary hazards such as post-fire flooding and debris
flow, would not substantially change with adoption of the General Plan
Update, and current hazards would not significantly increase. There are no
SRA or FHSZs mapped within the Planning Area. New development would
be required to comply with the Fire Code and would be reviewed by
LACOFD to ensure fire safety is addressed. Additionally, the General Plan
includes policies and programs to address public safety and emergency
services, including fire protection. Accordingly, the Project’s incremental
contribution to cumulative wildfire impacts would be less than cumulatively
considerable.
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J.

HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, violate
any water quality standards or waste discharge requirements or otherwise
substantially degrade surface or ground water quality?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.10-6, page 5.10-36)

Future development associated with implementation of the Project and
cumulative development within the City and surrounding areas may involve
future construction activities that could temporarily increase runoff,
erosion, and sedimentation. Future development and cumulative
development would be required to comply with NPDES Permit regulations,
which requires that any construction activity disturbing one acre or more of
soil comply with the Construction General Permit. The permit requires
development and implementation of a SWPPP and monitoring plan, which
must include erosion-control and sediment-control BMPs that would meet
or exceed measures required by the Construction General Permit to control
stormwater quality degradation due to potential construction-related
pollutants. For projects within the City disturbing less than one acre,
Lawndale Municipal Code Section 13.12.070 would require compliance
with minimum BMPs to reduce the discharge of pollutants. Regional
projects disturbing less than one acre would be required to comply with the
SUSMP and/or applicable jurisdictional-level BMPs to reduce the discharge
of pollutants.

Additionally, future Project development and cumulative development
could increase impervious areas resulting in increased stormwater runoff
when compared to existing site conditions. Future development and
cumulative development would be required to be consistent with the MS4
Permit and Lawndale Municipal Code Section 13.16.060, which requires
post-construction runoff pollution reduction BMPs implemented through
the SUSMP, including LID BMPs. Section 13.16.070, Control of Erosion
of Slopes and Channels, requires BMPs to be used on slopes or channels in
subject new development or redevelopment projects. Section 13.16.110,
Maintenance of Best Management Practices, requires ongoing maintenance
of structural or treatment control BMPs by subject development and
redevelopment projects. Other existing regulatory requirements that
manage water quality include requirements to obtain approval from the
RWQCB for NPDES permits, other discharge permits, SWPPPs, and to
implement BMPs.

Future projects implemented under the General Plan Update would be
required to be consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions
pertaining to hydrology and water quality. The polices and actions included
within the General Plan Update and compliance with the existing regulatory
environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update
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Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Threshold:

on hydrology and water quality to a less-than-significant level. Thus, the
proposed Project’s incremental effects involving a violation of water quality
standards or waste discharge requirements, or a substantial degradation of
surface water or groundwater quality, would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
substantially decrease groundwater supplies or interfere substantially with
groundwater recharge such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.10-6, page 5.10-37)

The General Plan Update does not include any site-specific development,
but would enable future residential and non-residential development and is
expected to result in increased population growth in the Planning Area, and
a corresponding increase in the demand for additional water supplies. The
Basin is managed by an adjudication and subject to the Judgment managed
by the Watermaster, which ensures ongoing management of the Basin and
assures the Basin will be capable of supplying sufficient water to meet local
needs, including future growth and development. The Planning Area and
surrounding area is primarily urbanized with limited pervious areas
anticipated for development. Although future development and cumulative
development have the potential to increase impervious areas, these areas are
limited and do not provide for substantial groundwater recharge within the
Planning Area and surrounding areas. Further, future projects implemented
under the General Plan Update would be required to be consistent with the
General Plan Update policies and actions pertaining to hydrology and water
quality, including water conservation measures and LID BMPs. The polices
and actions included within the General Plan Update and compliance with
the existing regulatory environment would reduce the cumulative effect of
the General Plan Update on groundwater to a less than significant level.
Therefore, the proposed Project’s incremental effects involving a
substantial decrease in groundwater supplies or substantial interference with
groundwater recharge is not cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, including
through the alteration of the course of a stream or river or through the
addition of impervious surfaces, in a manner which would: result in
substantial erosion or siltation on- or off-site; substantially increase the rate
or amount of surface runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on-
or offsite; create or contribute runoff water which would exceed the capacity
of existing or planned stormwater drainage systems or provide substantial
additional sources of polluted runoff; or impede or redirect flood flows?
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Finding:

Explanation:

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.10-6, pages 5.10-37 through
5.10-39)

Erosion and Siltation

Future development associated with implementation of the Project and
cumulative development within the City and surrounding areas may involve
future construction activities that could temporarily increase runoff,
erosion, and sedimentation. Future development and cumulative
development would be required to comply with NPDES Permit regulations,
which requires that any construction activity disturbing one acre or more of
soil comply with the Construction General Permit. The permit requires
development and implementation of a SWPPP and monitoring plan, which
must include erosion-control and sediment-control BMPs that would meet
or exceed measures required by the Construction General Permit to control
stormwater quality degradation due to potential construction-related
pollutants. For projects disturbing less than one acre, Lawndale Municipal
Code Section 13.12.070 would require compliance with minimum BMPs to
reduce the discharge of pollutants. Regional projects disturbing less than
one acre would be required to comply with the SUSMP and/or applicable
jurisdictional-level BMPs to reduce the discharge of pollutants.

Additionally, future development could increase impervious areas resulting
in increased stormwater runoff when compared to existing site conditions.
Future development and cumulative development would be required to be
consistent with the MS4 Permit and Lawndale Municipal Code Section
13.16.060, which requires post-construction runoff pollution reduction
BMPs implemented through the SUSMP, including LID BMPs. Section
13.16.070 requires BMPs to be used on slopes or channels in subject new
development or redevelopment projects. Section 13.16.110 requires
ongoing maintenance of structural or treatment control BMPs by subject
development and redevelopment projects. Other existing regulatory
requirements that manage water quality include requirements to obtain
approval from the RWQCB for NPDES permits, other discharge permits,
SWPPPs, and to implement BMPs. Further, future projects implemented
under the General Plan Update would be required to be consistent with the
General Plan Update policies and actions pertaining to hydrology and water
quality, including compliance with construction BMPs and implementation
of LID BMPs. The polices and actions included within the General Plan
Update and compliance with the existing regulatory environment would
reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on hydrology and
water quality to a less-than-significant level. Therefore, the proposed
Project’s incremental effects involving erosion and siltation is not
cumulatively considerable.
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Surface Runoff and Water Quality

The Planning Area is primarily urbanized with limited pervious areas
anticipated for development. Although future development and cumulative
development have the potential to increase impervious areas, Federal, State,
and local regulations would require individual projects to provide the on-
site storm drain infrastructure and any off-site infrastructure improvements
to ensure stormwater runoff associated with future and cumulative
development would be adequately captured and conveyed into the City’s
storm drain system and LACFCD facilities. Therefore, implementation of
the Project would not substantially increase the rate or amount of surface
runoff which would result in flooding on- or offsite or create or contribute
runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or planned
stormwater drainage systems. Impacts would be less than significant in this
regard. Therefore, the proposed Project’s incremental effects involving or
contributing runoff water which would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems is less than cumulatively
considerable.

Future Project development and cumulative development within the City
and surrounding areas may involve future construction activities that could
temporarily increase runoff, erosion, and sedimentation. Lawndale
Municipal Code Chapter 17.88 promotes establishes requirements and
standards for water efficient landscapes in new and substantially altered or
expanded existing development projects, including the integration of
stormwater BMPs into landscape design plans to minimize runoff and to
increase on-site rainwater retention and infiltration. Existing regulatory
requirements that manage water quality include requirements to obtain
approval from the RWQCB for NPDES permits, other discharge permits,
SUSMPs, SWPPPs, and to implement BMPs. Further, future projects
implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to be
consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions pertaining to
hydrology and water quality, including compliance with construction BMPs
and implementation of LID BMPs. The polices and actions included within
the General Plan Update and compliance with the existing regulatory
environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update
on hydrology and water quality to a less-than-significant level. Therefore,
the proposed Project’s incremental effects involving substantial additional
sources of polluted runoff would be less than cumulatively considerable.

Flood Flows

The Planning Area is highly urbanized and primarily developed with
residential and non-residential uses. The Project does not propose any
changes to the Dominguez Channel and would not result in the alteration of
the course of a river or stream. Flood impacts are site specific and generally
do not combine to result in cumulative impact. Additionally, there are no
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Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

mapped flood hazard zones located within the Planning Area. Pursuant to
the CWA, each subsequent development project or improvement project
that disturbs more than one acre would be required to obtain NPDES
coverage under the Construction General Permit, which would require an
approved SWPPP that includes BMPs for grading and preservation of
topsoil. Additionally, construction of storm drainage improvements would
occur as part of an overall development or infrastructure project. Therefore,
the proposed Project’s incremental effects involving impeding or
redirecting flood flows would be less than cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, in
flood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk release of pollutants due to
project inundation?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.10-6, pages 5.10-39 through
5.10-40)

Flood impacts are site specific and generally do not combine to result in
cumulative impacts. There are no mapped flood hazard zones located within
the Planning Area. The Planning Area is approximately three miles inland
of the Pacific Ocean and is not located within a mapped Tsunami Hazard
Area. There are no dams with the potential to inundate the Planning Area
according to the Division of Safety of Dams Dam Breach Inundation Maps.
Although there is a man-made lake within close proximity to the Planning
Area, the lake does not generate a significant seiche risk to the Planning
Area due to its size and the flat topography of the area. As a result, tsunamis
and seiches do not pose hazards to the Planning Area. Additionally,
construction of storm drainage improvements would occur as part of an
overall development or infrastructure projects. Further, future projects
implemented under the General Plan Update would be required to be
consistent with the General Plan Update policies and actions pertaining to
hydrology and water quality, including compliance with construction BMPs
and implementation of LID BMPs, which would reduce the risk of release
of pollutants due to inundation within the Planning Area. Therefore, the
proposed Project’s incremental effects involving the risk of release of
pollutants due to project inundation would be less than cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water quality control plan or
sustainable groundwater management plan?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.10-6, pages 5.10-40 through
5.10-41)

The local water quality control plan (Basin Plan), maintained by the Los
Angeles RWQCB, specifies the State’s water quality standards (i.e.,
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beneficial uses, water quality objectives, and antidegradation policy) and
serves as the basis for the RWQCB’s regulatory programs. Future
development and cumulative development projects would be required to
comply with the provisions of applicable NPDES permits and water quality
permitting, consistent with the Basin Plan. Therefore, the proposed
Project’s incremental effects involving implementation of a water quality
control plan is less than cumulatively considerable.

The Planning Area is located entirely within the West Coast Basin and
subject to the West Coast Judgment. The West Coast Judgment provides for
the legal and practical means of ensuring that the waters of the Basin are
sustainably managed and put to maximum beneficial use. The Project does
not propose site-specific development. Future development and cumulative
development projects would be subject to the West Coast Judgment.
Further, future projects implemented under the General Plan Update would
be required to be consistent with the General Plan Update policies and
actions pertaining to hydrology and water quality, including compliance
with construction BMPs, implementation of LID BMPs, and water
conservation measures. Therefore, the proposed Project’s incremental
effects involving obstruction of implementation of a sustainable
groundwater management plan is less than cumulatively considerable.

K. LAND USE AND PLANNING

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
physically divide an established community?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.11.5, page 5.11-25)

Development of cumulative projects in the City of Lawndale would be
required to mitigate land use impacts on a project-by-project basis. Each
project would be evaluated for consistency with the project site’s General
Plan land use designation and zoning, adopted General Plan goals, policies,
and actions, and other applicable regional land use plans, such as SCAG’s
RTP/SCS. The proposed General Plan Update would result in less than
significant impact related to land use and relevant planning. Therefore, the
incremental impact of the proposed Project, when considered in
combination with development within the City and region, would not result
in cumulatively considerable land use impacts. The land uses allowed under
the proposed General Plan provide opportunities for cohesive new growth
at infill locations primarily within the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan
area, but would not create physical division within the community. The
proposed General Plan Update does not include any new roadways,
infrastructure, or other features that would divide existing communities.
Each individual development project would be reviewed to determine its
consistency and compatibility with the surrounding area and its potential to
physically divide an established community. As the Project would not
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Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

physically divide an established community, the Project’s incremental
effects would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, cause
a significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan,
policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.11.5, pages 5.11-25 through
5.11-26)

The proposed General Plan Update was prepared in conformance with State
laws and regulations associated with the preparation of general plans,
including requirements for environmental protection. As demonstrated
throughout the Draft EIR, the proposed Project would not cause a
significant environmental impact due to a conflict with a land use plan,
policy, or regulation adopted for the purposes of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect. The proposed General Plan Update carries forward
and enhances policies and measures from the City’s existing General Plan
that were intended for environmental protection, and would not remove or
conflict with City plans, policies, or regulations adopted for environmental
protection. The proposed General Plan Update would require modifications
to the City’s Zoning Code to provide consistency between the General Plan
and zoning; however, these modifications will not remove or adversely alter
portions of the Lawndale Municipal Code that were adopted to mitigate an
environmental effect. Similar to future development associated with the
proposed Project, cumulative development projects would be evaluated for
consistency with the project site’s General Plan land use designation and
zoning; General Plan goals, policies, and actions; and other applicable plans
for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an environmental effect. As
analyzed in the Draft EIR, the proposed Project would not cause a
significant environmental impact due to a conflict with any land use plan,
policy, or regulation adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect. Thus, the proposed Project’s incremental effects
would not be cumulatively considerable.

L. MINERAL RESOURCES

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other relative cumulative projects, result
in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of value
to the region and the residents of the state?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.12.5, page 5.12-4)

The majority of land within the Planning Area is designated as MRZ-1, land
where no significant mineral deposits are present, with a smaller portion
designated as MRZ-3, land for which the significance of mineral resources
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Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

M. NOISE

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

cannot be determined. The land within the MRZ-3 is currently developed
and is within a highly urbanized area, indicating there is little to no potential
for resource extraction from the MRZ-3 area. Further, there are no known
mineral deposits or resources in the Planning Area that are of significant
value to the region or the State. Therefore, implementation of the proposed
General Plan Update, in combination with other relevant cumulative
projects, would not contribute to cumulative impacts and impacts in this
regard are not cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other relative cumulative projects, result
in the loss of availability of a locally-important mineral resource recovery
site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan?

No impact. (Draft EIR, Section 5.12.5, page 5.12-4)

The Planning Area does not contain any locally-important mineral resource
recovery sites delineated on local general plans, specific plans and other
land use plans. As such, future development projects, in combination with
other relative cumulative projects, would not result in the loss of availability
of a locally-important mineral resource recovery site. Impacts would not be
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
generate a substantial temporary or permanent increase in ambient noise
levels in the vicinity of the project in excess of standards established in the
local general plan or noise ordinance, or applicable standards of other
agencies?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.13.6, pages 5.13-32 through
5.13-34)

Transportation Noise Impacts

Table 5.13-11 in the Draft EIR shows the cumulative noise levels associated
with traffic on the local roadway network, including projects within the
Planning Area. Cumulative conditions include traffic due to 2045 buildout
of the General Plan Update in addition to pass-through traffic from other
jurisdictions. Table 5.13-12 in the Draft EIR shows the estimated noise level
increases which may occur under cumulative conditions. As shown in Table
5.13-11 and Table 5.13-12 in the Draft EIR, by the year 2045, existing land
uses adjacent to the studied roadways would be exposed to noise levels that
exceed the City's exterior standards of 65 dBA CNEL for sensitive uses. A
significant impact would occur if the Project resulted in levels higher than
65 dBA CNEL and increased the overall roadway noise level by 3 dBA
CNEL, which is a noticeable change in noise level. As shown in Table 5.13-
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12 in the Draft EIR, compared to existing traffic noise levels, 2045 without
Project traffic volumes are expected to be up to 0.8 dBA CNEL louder than
existing ambient noise levels at existing land uses and would result in
inaudible increases in ambient noise along the analyzed roadways.
Compared to existing traffic noise levels, 2045 with Project traffic volumes
are expected to be up to 0.9 dBA CNEL louder than existing ambient noise
levels at existing land uses and would result in inaudible increases in
ambient noise. Implementation of the Project would therefore not result in
a cumulatively considerable impact relative to traffic noise.

Stationary Noise

While the Project does not explicitly propose any new noise-generating
uses, implementation of the Project could result in the future development
of land uses that generate noise levels in excess of applicable City noise
standards for non-transportation noise sources. Implementation of land use
planning and policies and actions can minimize cumulative noise impacts
related to stationary sources by avoiding the placement of noise generating
equipment near noise-sensitive land uses and where unavoidable, including
design measures to the degree practicable to avoid violating the noise
criteria presented in Table PS-1 of the General Plan Update and the
Lawndale Municipal Code. The General Plan Update includes policies and
actions that are intended to reduce noise associated with stationary sources.
Applicants of future development projects would be required to
demonstrate compliance with the City’s Noise Ordinance and the policies
and actions in the proposed General Plan Update Public Safety Element,
including proposed Policies PS-6.3, PS-6.4, PS-6.8, and proposed Actions
PS-6¢, PS-6d, and PS-6e. Conformance with the existing regulatory
framework would reduce cumulative noise impacts from stationary noise
sources to a less than significant level. Therefore, the proposed Project’s
incremental contribution to cumulative impacts associated with stationary
noise would not be cumulatively considerable.

Construction Noise

Short-term construction noise and vibration is a localized activity and would
affect only land uses that are immediately adjacent to a specific project site.
Each construction project would have to comply with the local noise
ordinance and General Plan Update policies and actions, including Policy
PS-6.9,which requires construction activities to reduce noise impacts on
adjacent uses to the criteria identified to the maximum extent feasible by
complying with Chapter 8.20 of the Lawndale Municipal Code and use best
practices, and Action PS-6f, which requires all construction activity to
comply with the limits established in the Lawndale Municipal Code in order
to reduce impacts associated with temporary construction noise to the extent
feasible. Additionally, projects would comply with mitigation measures that
may be prescribed pursuant to CEQA provisions that require significant
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Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

impacts to be reduced to the extent feasible. Further, it is unlikely that all
construction projects would occur simultaneously within the City.
Therefore, the proposed Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative
impacts associated with construction noise would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
generate excessive groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.13.6, page 5.13-34)

Short-term construction noise and vibration is a localized activity and would
affect only land uses that are immediately adjacent to a specific project site.
The General Plan Update includes policies and actions that are intended to
reduce groundborne vibration and groundborne noise levels. In order to
reduce potentially significant impacts related to groundborne vibration
associated with construction activities of future site-specific development,
project applicants would be required to comply with proposed General Plan
Update Public Safety Element Policy PS-6.14 and Action PS-6k, which
require vibration impact studies when construction utilizes pile drivers
within 200 feet of existing buildings or vibratory rollers within 50 feet of
existing buildings. The vibration impact studies would be required to
include a detailed mitigation plan to avoid any potential significant impacts
to existing structures due to groundborne vibrations. With implementation
of the General Plan Update, potential significant impacts associated with
the proposed Project related to construction vibration would be reduced to
less than significant. Cumulative development projects within the City
would also be reviewed to ensure project-specific construction activities
would not generate excessive groundborne vibration or noise levels. If it is
determined that site-specific development associated with the cumulative
projects would result in groundborne vibration or noise impacts, mitigation
measures would be required to reduce the impact. As the Project’s potential
for vibration impacts would be reduced to a less than significant level, the
proposed Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative impacts
associated with construction vibration would not be cumulatively
considerable.

For a project located within the vicinity of a private airstrip land use plan
or, where such a plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a public
airport or public use airport, would the project, combined with other related
cumulative projects, expose people residing or working in the project area
to excessive noise?

No impact. (Draft EIR, Section 5.13.6, pages 5.13-34 through 5.13-35)

The noise contours associated with the airport do not extend beyond the
municipal boundaries of the City of Hawthorne. The Planning Area is not
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located within any adopted airport land use plan and is located outside of
any airport 65 dBA CNEL contours. As such, there are no impacts related
to private airports, public airports, airstrips, or adopted airport land use
plans. Therefore, proposed Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative
impacts associated with airport noise would not be cumulatively
considerable.

N. POPULATION AND HOUSING

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, induce
substantial unplanned population growth in an area, either directly (for
example, by proposing new homes, and businesses) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads or other infrastructure)?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.14.6, page 5.14-13)

Although implementation of the General Plan Update would provide for
increased population growth within the Planning Area when compared to
SCAG’s growth forecasts, the proposed Project is intended to accommodate
the City’s fair share of statewide housing needs, which are allocated by
SCAG, based on regional numbers provided by HCD on a regular basis
(every five to eight years). SCAG’s Connect SoCal growth forecasts
through 2045 do not currently consider the regional housing need for the
2021-2029 period, as jurisdictional allocations were not known at the time
of SCAG’s Connect SoCal adoption. However, the regional housing needs
and associated General Plan growth projections will be included as part of
SCAG?’s future growth forecasts. The land uses allowed under the proposed
General Plan Update provide opportunities for infill development in the
Planning Area, primarily in the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area,
but would not create physical division within existing communities. New
development and redevelopment projects would be designed to complement
the character of existing neighborhoods and provide connectivity between
existing development and new development within the cumulative analysis
area. The proposed General Plan Update does not include any new
roadways, infrastructure, or other features that would divide existing
communities. Moreover, with implementation of General Plan Update
policies and actions intended to guide growth to appropriate areas and
provide services necessary to accommodate growth, the land uses allowed
under the proposed General Plan Update, the infrastructure anticipated to
accommodate proposed land uses, and the goal and policy framework
would not induce growth that would exceed adopted thresholds, beyond
those disclosed and analyzed throughout the Draft EIR. Therefore, the
proposed General Plan Update's incremental contribution to cumulative
population impacts would be less than cumulatively considerable.
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Finding:
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Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
displace substantial numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating
the construction of replacement housing elsewhere?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.14.6, page 5.14-14)

Implementation of the General Plan Update would not displace substantial
numbers of existing people or housing, necessitating the construction of
replacement housing elsewhere. Sites designated with the Housing
Opportunity Overlay have existing non-residential uses. The Project does
not propose any site-specific development at this time; therefore, no
existing residents would be displaced. Development and redevelopment of
the identified parcels would occur gradually over time. The General Plan
Update establishes goals, policies, and actions to ensure the compatibility
of new and existing development, including housing. Therefore, the
proposed General Plan Update's incremental contribution to cumulative
impacts associated with displacement of people or housing would be less
than cumulatively considerable.

PUBLIC SERVICES

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Fire Protection and Emergency Services?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.15.5, pages 5.15-23 through
5.15-24)

LACoFD provides fire protection services to the Planning Area. In addition,
cumulative projects within the City would receive fire protection services
from LACOFD. Similar to future development associated with Project
implementation, cumulative development projects would be required to
comply with standard LACoFD conditions of approval. LACoFD Fire
Prevention Division reviews site plans to ensure that access and water
system requirements, which would enhance the proposed development’s
fire protection, are adequate. Project implementation may require new or
the expanded fire protection facilities. The specific impacts of providing
new and expanded facilities cannot be determined at this time, as the Project
does not propose or authorize development nor does it designate specific
sites for new or expanded fire protection facilities. However, it is anticipated
that if new facilities or expansion of facilities are determined necessary, the
facilities would be primarily provided on sites with land use designations
that allow such uses and the environmental impacts of constructing and
operating the facilities would likely be similar to those associated with new
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development projects under the Project. Thus, the Project would not result
in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new
or physically altered fire protection facilities, or the need for new or
physically altered fire protection facilities, the construction of which could
cause significant environmental impacts. Future development within the
City and LACOoFD service area would be reviewed to determine whether the
development being proposed would require new or expanded facilities with
the potential for causing significant environmental impacts. The provision
of specific facilities or the expansion of facilities would undergo review
pursuant to CEQA. Further, future projects implemented under the General
Plan Update would be required to be consistent with the General Plan
Update policies and actions pertaining to the provision of public services,
including fire protection, and fire hazards. The polices and actions included
within the General Plan Update and compliance with the existing regulatory
environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update
on the provision of fire facilities to a less than significant level. Thus, the
Project’s incremental impacts to the provision of fire protection services
would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Police Protection?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.15.5, pages 5.15-24 through
5.15-25)

LASD provides police protection services to the Planning Area. In addition,
cumulative projects within the City would receive police protection services
from LASD. Similar to future development associated with the Project, the
LASD would review cumulative development projects development plans
and applicants would be required to comply with any specific conditions
related to safety and security specified by the LASD. Project
implementation may require new or the expanded police protection
facilities. The specific impacts of providing new and expanded facilities
cannot be determined at this time, as the Project does not propose or
authorize development nor does it designate specific sites for new or
expanded police facilities. However, it is anticipated that if new facilities or
expansion of facilities are determined necessary, the facilities would be
primarily provided on sites with land use designations that allow such uses
and the environmental impacts of constructing and operating the facilities
would likely be similar to those associated with new development projects
under the Project. Thus, the Project would not result in substantial adverse
physical impacts associated with the provision of new or physically altered
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Explanation:

police facilities, or the need for new or physically altered police facilities,
the construction of which could cause significant environmental impacts.
Future development within the City would be reviewed to determine
whether the development being proposed would require new or expanded
facilities with the potential for causing significant environmental impacts.
The provision of specific facilities or the expansion of facilities would
undergo review pursuant to CEQA. Further, future projects implemented
under the General Plan Update would be required to be consistent with the
General Plan Update policies and actions pertaining to the provision of
public services, including police protection. The polices and actions
included within the General Plan Update and compliance with the existing
regulatory environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the General
Plan Update on the provision of sheriffs’ facilities to a less than significant
level. Thus, the Project’s incremental impacts to the provision of police
protection services would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Schools?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.15.5, pages 5.15-25 through
5.15-26)

Students generated by the implementation of the Project, combined with
other relevant cumulative projects within the City and LESD and CVUHSD
service areas would combine to result in increased demand on schools
within the area. The exact location of future development and associated
student generation is currently unknown. Future development associated
with the Project is anticipated to occur gradually through 2045 and would
be largely based on market demand. Thus, any increase in demand for
school services would occur gradually as additional development occurs in
the Planning Area. Future residential development associated with
implementation of the Project would be required to comply with SB 50,
which would fully mitigate potential impacts related schools. Similarly, the
cumulative development projects would be required to pay the statutory
fees, so that school facilities can be constructed/expanded, if necessary, to
accommaodate future students. Further, future projects implemented under
the General Plan Update would be required to be consistent with the General
Plan Update policies and actions pertaining to the provision of public
services. The polices and actions included within the General Plan Update
and compliance with the existing regulatory environment would reduce the
cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on the provision of school
facilities to a less-than-significant level. Therefore, the Project’s
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Finding:
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incremental impacts relative to the provision of schools would not be
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project result in substantial adverse physical impacts associated
with the provision of new or physically altered governmental facilities, need
for new or physically altered governmental facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times or other performance objectives
for any of the public services: Other Public Facilities?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.15.5, pages 5.15-23 through
5.15-24)

Future Project development and cumulative development may result in the
need for additional LA County Library resources and other public facilities.
Future development is assumed to occur over time through 2045; thus, any
increase in demand for public services would occur gradually as additional
development and associated population growth is added to the City. The
General Plan Update includes policies to ensure that library services are
adequately funded, are coordinated between the City and the LA County
Library, and that new development funds its fair share of services. Similar
to the Project, cumulative development projects within the City would be
required to comply with the General Plan Update policies and the
established regulatory framework regarding the payment of fees. Any future
development of library facilities or other public facilities to serve demand
associated with implementation of the proposed Project and cumulative
projects would be required to comply with applicable regulations, policies,
and standards, and would be subject to CEQA review as appropriate.
Further, future projects implemented under the General Plan Update would
be required to be consistent with the General Plan Update policies and
actions pertaining to the provision of public services. The polices and
actions included within the General Plan Update and compliance with the
existing regulatory environment would reduce the cumulative effect of the
General Plan Update on the provision of libraries and other public facilities
to a less than significant level. Thus, the Project’s incremental impacts
relative to the provision of other public facilities would not be cumulatively
considerable.

P. PARKS AND RECREATION

Threshold:

Would the project, combined with other relevant cumulative projects, result
in substantial adverse physical impacts associated with the provision of new
or physically altered governmental facilities, need for new or physically
altered governmental facilities, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental impacts, in order to maintain acceptable service
ratios, response times or other performance objectives for any of the public
services: Parks?



Findings
Page 242 of 264

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the Project, combined with other relevant cumulative projects,
increase the use of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial physical deterioration of the
facility would occur or be accelerated?

Would the Project, combined with other relevant cumulative projects,
include recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of
recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the
environment?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.16.5, pages 5.16-11 through
5.16-12)

Future development associated with the General Plan Update, combined
with other relevant cumulative projects, would bring new residents to the
Planning Area. These new residents are expected to use existing park and
recreational facilities, and this additional use may result in greater demands
on parks and recreational facilities in the Planning Area such that
deterioration of these facilities could occur or be accelerated. Additionally,
the additional demand on existing parks and recreational facilities would
increase the need for maintenance and improvements. These improvements
could have potential environmental impacts, although the exact impacts
cannot be determined since the potential improvements are currently
unknown. As future parks and recreation projects are considered by the
City, each project will be evaluated for conformance with the General Plan
Update, Municipal Code, and other applicable regulations. Parks and
recreation projects would also be analyzed for potential environmental
impacts, consistent with the requirements of CEQA. Although
implementation of the Project would cause an increase in demand for parks
in the future, potential impacts could be reduced to a less than significant
level through the payment of park fees, as established in Municipal Code
Chapter 12.34, and adherence to local regulations established in the
Municipal Code and General Plan Update policies and actions, which
support the creation of new parks and recreation facilities, to accommodate
a wide range of activities for all age groups. Similarly, cumulative
development projects would be required to comply with Municipal Code
and General Plan Update policies regarding parks and recreation facilities,
including compliance with CEQA associated with any site-specific
development of parks or recreational facilities. Thus, the Project’s
incremental impacts associated with parks and recreational facilities would
not be cumulatively considerable.

Q. TRANSPORTATION

Threshold:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict with a program, plan, ordinance, or policy addressing the
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Finding:
Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

circulation system, including transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian
facilities?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.17.6, page 5.17-33)

The Project is a programmatic land use plan and is not proposing any
changes to the circulation system. Any future development within the City
would be assessed for consistency with local policies and ordinances,
including the Municipal Code and General Plan goals and policies, as
appropriate. Therefore, the Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative
impacts related to transit, roadway, bicycle, and pedestrian facilities would
not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines Section 15064.3,
subdivision (b)?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.17.6, pages 5.17-33 through
5.17-34)

As described in Section 5.17 of the Draft EIR, with implementation of the
General Plan Update under the City’s cumulative buildout conditions, the
2045 Project VMT per capita is approximately 28 percent less than the
existing Los Angeles countywide average VMT per capita and the 2045
Project VMT per employee is approximately 18 percent less than the
existing Los Angeles countywide average VMT per employee. With
implementation of the Project, the City’s VMT per capita would not exceed
15 percent below the Los Angeles countywide average. Implementation of
the Project would therefore not result in a cumulatively considerable impact
relative to VMT. A significant cumulative VMT impact would occur if the
Project threshold is exceeded or if the Project is determined to be
inconsistent with the 2020 RTP/SCS. As discussed, the Project would be
consistent with the SCAG’s 2020 RTP/SCS and would contribute toward
furthering the goals of SCAG’s 2020 RTP/SCS. As the Project does not
exceed the Project VMT threshold and is consistent with the relevant
SCAG’s 2020 RTP-SCS goals, the proposed Project’s incremental
contribution to cumulative VMT impacts would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
substantially increase hazards due to geometric design features (e.g., sharp
curves or dangerous intersections) or incompatible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.17.6, page 5.17-34)

The types of uses that would be allowed as part of Project implementation
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Finding:
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are generally similar to existing and surrounding uses and thereby are
compatible with the existing uses in the Planning Area and in the
surrounding area. Additionally, site-specific developments would be
reviewed by the City to ensure adequate ingress and egress would be
provided and site distance standards would be implemented.
Implementation of the Project would therefore not contribute to a
cumulatively considerable impact relative to an increase in hazards due to a
geometric design feature.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, result
in inadequate emergency access?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.17.6, pages 5.17-34 through
5.17-35)

A cumulatively significant project impact would occur if implementation of
the Project with cumulative projects would result in inadequate emergency
access. As noted, the Project does not propose site-specific development;
emergency accessibility is typically assessed at the project level. The
Project does not propose changes to the citywide roadway network and
configuration that would affect local emergency access. The proposed
Project along with the cumulative development projects could result in the
temporary closure or control of traffic lanes located immediately adjacent
to a development site during construction activities. Any temporary closure
would be required to comply with the Lawndale Municipal Code. Similarly,
the applicant of any proposed development would be required to submit
appropriate plans for plan review to ensure compliance with zoning,
building, and fire codes prior to the issuance of a building permit. LACoFD
would review all development projects for access requirements, minimum
driveway widths, fire apparatus access roads, fire lanes, signage, access
devices and gates, access walkways, among other requirements to ensure
adequate emergency access would be provided to and within the site.
Therefore, the proposed Project’s incremental contribution to cumulative
impacts relative to emergency access would not be cumulatively
considerable.

R. TRIBAL CULTURAL RESOURCES

Threshold:

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of
a tribal cultural resource, defined in Public Resources Code section 21074
as either a site, feature, place, cultural landscape that is geographically
defined in terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred place, or
object with cultural value to a California Native American tribe, and that is:

e Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register of Historical
Resources, or in a local register of historical resources as defined in
Public Resources Code section 5020.1(k)?
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Finding:

Explanation:

e A resource determined by the lead agency, in its discretion and
supported by substantial evidence, to be significant pursuant to criteria
set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code Section 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (c) of Public Resources
Code Section 5024.1, the lead agency shall consider the significance of
the resource to a California Native American tribe.

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.18.6, page 5.18-10 through
5.18-11)

Tribal cultural resource impacts are site specific and generally do not
combine to result in cumulative impacts. Construction of the individual
development projects allowed under the land use designations of General
Plan Update may result in the discovery and removal of tribal cultural
resources. The General Plan Update policies and actions, as well as Federal,
State, and local regulations, would reduce the risk to tribal cultural resources
in the region. Site-specific development with the potential to impact tribal
cultural resources would require a resource assessment and coordination
with the tribes to determine the potential for tribal cultural resources and
identification of mitigation measures to reduce potential impacts associated
with the proposed development. Adherence to the General Plan Update
policies and actions, and existing Federal, State and local regulations would
avoid and/or minimize a cumulative loss of tribal cultural resources.
Therefore, the General Plan Update’s incremental contribution to
cumulative tribal cultural resource impacts would be less than cumulatively
considerable.

UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS

Threshold:

Finding:

Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, require
or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded water
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant
environmental effects, or have sufficient water supplies available to serve
the project and reasonably foreseeable future development during normal,
dry and multiple dry years?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.19.6, pages 5.19-46 through
5.19-47)

Water service in the Planning Area is provided by the GSWC. In addition
to the Project, cumulative projects within the City would receive water
service from GSWC. Similar to future development associated with Project
implementation, cumulative development projects would be located within
areas that are already developed and serviced by the GSWC. Additionally,
Lawndale Municipal Code Section 3.14.090 imposes a tax on water users
in the City and would help fund necessary infrastructure improvements. The
specific impacts of providing new and expanded facilities cannot be



Findings
Page 246 of 264

Threshold:
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determined at this time, as the Project does not propose or authorize
development nor does it designate specific sites for new or expanded water
facilities. Cumulative development projects are anticipated to occur
gradually as development occurs in the Planning Area and would be
required to pay applicable development impact fees to ensure water
facilities can be constructed/expanded, if necessary. Further, the General
Plan Update includes policies and actions related to the provision of utilities
and water conservation. The polices and actions included within the General
Plan Update and compliance with the Zoning Code would reduce the
cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on water facilities to a less
than significant level. Thus, the Project’s incremental impacts to water
facilities would not be cumulatively considerable.

Project implementation may result in increased population growth in the
Planning Area, and a corresponding increase in the demand for additional
water supplies. Similar to future development associated with Project
implementation, cumulative development projects would require an
analysis of sufficient water supplies through provisions in SB 610 and/or
the CEQA process. Additionally, future development associated with the
Project and cumulative projects would be required to comply with existing
Federal, State, and local regulations, including the Municipal Code, to
conserve water and ensure the efficient use of available water supplies.
Further, the General Plan Update includes policies and actions related to the
provision of utilities and water conservation. The polices and actions
included within the General Plan Update and compliance with the Zoning
Code would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on
water supplies to a less than significant level. Thus, the Project’s
incremental impacts to water supplies would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, require
or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded wastewater
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant
environmental effects, or result in a determination by the wastewater
treatment provider which serves or may serve the project that it has adequate
capacity to serve the project’s projected demand in addition to the
provider’s existing commitments?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.19.6, pages 5.19-47 through
5.19-48)

The City and LACSD provide wastewater services to the Planning Area. In
addition to the Project, cumulative projects within the City would be
provided wastewater services by the City and LACSD. Similar to future
development associated with Project implementation, cumulative
development projects would be located within areas that are already
developed and serviced by the City and LACSD. The City would review
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each site to determine if sufficient local and trunk sewer capacity exists to
serve each specific development project. Pursuant to Lawndale Municipal
Code Section 13.08.070, a building permit would not be issued if the
anticipated sewage from a proposed project is found by the City Engineer
to exceed the capacity available in the public sewer. Lawndale Municipal
Code Chapter 13.08 provides for sewer connection and facilities expansion
fees for the City’s local wastewater transmission lines. The specific impacts
of providing new and expanded facilities cannot be determined at this time,
as the Project does not propose or authorize development nor does it
designate specific sites for new or expanded wastewater facilities.
Cumulative development projects are anticipated to occur gradually as
development occurs in the Planning Area and would be required to pay
applicable development impact fees to ensure wastewater facilities can be
constructed/expanded, if necessary, to ensure adequate capacity to serve the
proposed development. Further, the General Plan Update includes policies
and actions related to the provision of utilities. The polices and actions
included within the General Plan Update and compliance with the Zoning
Code would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan Update on
wastewater facilities to a less-than-significant level. Thus, the Project’s
incremental impacts to wastewater facilities would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Project implementation may result in increased population growth in the
Planning Area, and a corresponding increase in the flow of wastewater
requiring treatment. The Project enables additional development but does
not include specific development proposals. At the time future projects are
proposed, they would be required to ensure adequate wastewater treatment
capacity exists. Additionally, LACSD charges annual wastewater sewer
fees through its Wastewater Treatment Surcharge Program, as well as sewer
connection fees through its Connection Fee Program, in order to maintain
and expand wastewater services, including wastewater treatment. Thus, the
Project’s incremental impacts to wastewater would not be cumulatively
considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, require
or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded stormwater
facilities, the construction or relocation of which could cause significant
environmental effects?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.19.6, page 5.19-48)

Storm drain infrastructure in the Planning Area is owned and operated by
the City and the LACFCD. The Planning Area is primarily developed, with
limited areas of pervious surfaces. Similar to the Project, cumulative
projects have the potential to slightly increase impervious areas within
specific areas of the Planning Area. However, due to the urbanized nature
of the Planning Area, the majority of development activities associated with
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cumulative development would consist of infill and redevelopment on
currently urbanized sites and would not substantially increase the rate or
amount of surface runoff. Federal, State and local regulations would require
individual projects to provide necessary on-site storm drain infrastructure
and any off-site infrastructure improvements.

The specific impacts of providing new and expanded drainage facilities
cannot be determined at this time, as the Project does not propose or approve
any specific development project nor does it designate specific sites for new
or expanded public facilities. Stormwater drainage and conveyance
facilities would be evaluated at the project-level in association with
subsequent development projects. However, the environmental impacts of
constructing and operating the facilities would likely be similar to those
associated with new development under the proposed Project. As future
development and cumulative development projects are considered by the
City, each project would be evaluated for conformance with the Municipal
Code, and other applicable regulations. Further, the General Plan Update
includes policies and actions related to the provision of public facilities. The
polices and actions included within the General Plan Update and
compliance with the Zoning Code would reduce the cumulative effect of the
General Plan Update on stormwater facilities to a less than significant level.
Thus, the Project’s incremental impacts to stormwater would not be
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, require
or result in the relocation or construction of new or expanded electrical,
natural gas, or telecommunications facilities, the construction or relocation
of which could cause significant environmental effects?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.19.6, pages 5.19-48 through
5.19-49)

The City is within the service areas of SCE, SoCalGas, and various
telecommunication providers. The Planning Area is primarily developed
and includes existing electrical, natural gas, and telecommunications
infrastructure. Similar to the Project, cumulative projects have the potential
to increase demand for electrical, natural gas, and telecommunications
services, potentially resulting in the new construction or relocation of
facilities. The specific impacts of providing new and expanded electrical,
natural gas, and telecommunications services cannot be determined at this
time, as the Project does not propose or approve any specific development
project nor does it designate specific sites for new or expanded public
facilities. The environmental effects of future expansions of electrical,
natural gas, and telecommunication facilities would be evaluated with each
development proposal and would require a separate environmental review,
as required, related to the construction and operation of new electrical,
natural gas, and telecommunications infrastructure. Future development
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associated with the Project and cumulative projects would have to
coordinate with each utility provider to establish service, provide any
necessary extensions of facilities, and comply with regulations in existence
at that time. As future development and cumulative development projects
are considered by the City, each project would be evaluated for
conformance with the Municipal Code, and other applicable regulations,
including the General Plan Update. The General Plan Update includes
policies and actions related to the provision of utilities. The polices and
actions included within the General Plan Update and compliance with the
Zoning Code would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan
Update on natural gas, electrical, and telecommunications facilities to a less
than significant level. Thus, the Project’s incremental impacts to electrical,
natural gas, or telecommunications would not be cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
generate solid waste in excess of State or local standards, or in excess of the
capacity of local infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of solid
waste reduction goals, and comply with Federal, state, and local
management and reduction statutes and regulations related to solid waste?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.19.6, pages 5.19-49 through
5.19-50)

Similar to the Project, cumulative projects have the potential to increase
solid waste generated within the Planning Area. The Lawndale Municipal
Code, Chapter 8.28 establishes mandatory solid waste and recycling
collection to comply with the requirements of AB 939 and AB 341. As
permitted by AB 939, the City authorizes a private solid waste franchisee
(i.e., Republic Services) to handle the City’s solid waste and cooperate in
the preparation of solid waste disposal characterization studies and the
preparation of waste stream audits. Republic and the City work together to
submit information to meet the reporting requirements of AB 939, or any
other law or regulation, to reach the solid waste and recycling goals
mandated by the AB 939. Future development associated with the Project
and cumulative projects would be required to implement existing
regulations, including the Municipal Code, to comply with regulations
related to solid waste and ensure the permitted capacity of landfills serving
the City is not exceeded. Further, the General Plan Update includes policies
and actions related to solid waste, including source reduction. The polices
and actions included within the General Plan Update and compliance with
the Zoning Code would reduce the cumulative effect of the General Plan
Update on solid waste to a less than significant level. Thus, the Project’s
incremental impacts to solid waste would not be cumulatively considerable.
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T.

WILDFIRE

Threshold:
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Explanation:

Threshold:

Finding:
Explanation:

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects,
substantially impair an adopted emergency response plan or emergency
evacuation plan?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.20.5, pages 5.20-17 through
5.20-18)

The Planning Area and immediately surrounding area is highly urbanized
and not located within an SRA or FHSZ per CAL FIRE and County
regulatory maps. Therefore, future development associated with
implementation of the Project and cumulative projects would not be
developed in an SRA or FHSZ. Additionally, future development associated
with implementation of the Project and cumulative projects would not
impair or physically interfere with an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan. The County OAERP addresses the planned
response to extraordinary situations associated with natural disasters and/or
human caused incidents, including wildfires, and outlines mutual aid
provisions within the Los Angeles County OA. The City’s EOP addresses
the City’s planned response to natural or human-caused disasters and
describes the organizational structures, roles, responsibilities, policies and
protocols for providing emergency support. Future development associated
with implementation of the Project and cumulative projects would be
subject to similar fire protection development standards and would be
required to comply with each jurisdiction’s established regulatory
framework, including the respective municipal code and General Plan
policies and programs to assist in protecting life and property in the event
of a wildfire. The Project’s would not contribute to cumulative wildfire
hazard impacts. Thus, the Project and cumulative development projects’
incremental effects involving an adopted emergency response plan or
emergency evacuation plan would be less than cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, due to
slope, prevailing winds, and other factors, exacerbate wildfire risks, and
thereby expose project occupants to pollutant concentrations from a wildfire
or the uncontrolled spread of a wildfire?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.20.5, page 5.20-18)

The Planning Area and immediately surrounding area is highly urbanized
and not located within an SRA or FHSZ per CAL FIRE and County
regulatory maps. Therefore, future development associated with
implementation of the Project and cumulative projects would not be
developed in an SRA or FHSZ. Urbanized land does not typically facilitate
the spread of wildfire in the same manner as vegetated, open space areas.
Future development and cumulative development would be required to
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comply with the Fire Code, which would further minimize and reduce
impacts related to wildfire. Additionally, the General Plan Update includes
policies and programs to address public safety and emergency services. As
part of the City’s development review process, the LACoFD would review
all projects for related fire hazards. Wildfire risks would not change with
adoption of the General Plan Update, and exposure to pollutant
concentrations from wildfire for occupants in the Planning Area would not
significantly increase. Accordingly, the Project’s incremental contribution
to wildfire risks exposing project occupants to pollutant concentrations
from a wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of wildfire would be less than
cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, require
the installation or maintenance of associated infrastructure (such as roads,
fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power lines, or other utilities) that
may exacerbate fire risk or that may result in temporary or ongoing impacts
to the environment?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.20.5, page 5.20-18 through
5.20-19)

The Planning Area and immediately surrounding area is highly urbanized
and not located within an SRA or FHSZ per CAL FIRE regulatory maps.
Therefore, future development associated with implementation of the
Project and cumulative projects would not be developed in an SRA or
FHSZ. Future development and cumulative development could require the
eventual construction and installation of new infrastructure or maintenance
of existing infrastructure, including roads, water and sewer, and power lines
to serve increased growth and development. Maintenance of existing
infrastructure and the potential installation of new infrastructure for future
development and cumulative development would be required to comply
with Fire Code requirements and would be reviewed by the LACoFD to
determine the specific fire requirements applicable to ensure compliance
with the Fire Code. Additionally, the General Plan Update includes policies
and programs to address public safety and emergency services. Thus, the
Project’s incremental contribution involving potential wildland fire hazards
due to the installation or maintenance of local infrastructure would be less
than cumulatively considerable.

Would the project, combined with other related cumulative projects, expose
people or structures to significant risks, including downslope or
downstream flooding or landslides, as a result of runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes?

Less than significant. (Draft EIR, Section 5.20.5, page 5.20-19 through
5.20-20)
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Explanation:

Future development associated with implementation of the Project and
cumulative projects would be subject to similar fire protection development
standards and would be required to comply with each jurisdictions
established regulatory framework, including the respective municipal code
and General Plan policies and programs to assist in protecting life and
property in the event of a fire. The Project’s incremental contribution to
cumulative wildfire hazard impacts would not be significant. The City is
highly urbanized and future development and redevelopment activities in
the City under would occur in areas that have been previously developed.
As a result, the degree of wildland fire hazard, including secondary hazards
such as post-fire flooding and landslides, would not substantially change
with adoption of the General Plan Update, and current hazards would not
significantly increase. Additionally, there are no SRA or FHSZs mapped
within the Planning Area. As such, the General Plan Update does not
approve, propose, or authorize development in an SRA or FHSZ per CAL
FIRE and County regulatory maps. New development would be required to
comply with the Fire Code, which would further minimize and reduce
impacts related to potential fires within the City. As part of the City’s
development review process, the LACoFD would review all projects for fire
related hazards. Additionally, the General Plan Update includes policies and
programs to address public safety and emergency services. Accordingly, the
Project’s incremental contribution involving significant risks as a result of
runoff, post-fire slope instability, or drainage changes would be less than
cumulatively considerable.
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SECTION VI
FINDINGS REGARDING SIGNIFICANT IRREVERSIBLE ENVIRONMENTAL
CHANGES

Sections 15126(c) and 15126.2(d) of the CEQA Guidelines require that an EIR address any
significant irreversible environmental changes that would occur should the project be
implemented. Determining whether the proposed Project would result in significant irreversible
effects requires a determination of whether key resources would be degraded or destroyed such
that there would be little possibility of restoring them. Irretrievable commitments of resources
should be evaluated to assure that such current consumption is justified.

Consumption of Nonrenewable Resources

Future development would consume limited, slowly renewable and non-renewable
resources. This consumption would occur during each individual project’s construction phase and
would continue throughout its operational lifetime. Future development would require a
commitment of resources that would include: (1) building materials; (2) fuel and operational
materials/resources; and (3) the transportation of goods and persons to and from individual
development sites. Construction would require the consumption of resources that are not
renewable or which may renew so slowly as to be considered non-renewable. These resources
would include the following construction supplies: lumber and other forest products; aggregate
materials used in concrete and asphalt; metals; and water. Fossil fuels such as gasoline and oil
would also be consumed to power construction vehicles and equipment.

The operational activities of new development accommodated through implementation of
the General Plan Update would consume resources which would be similar to those currently
consumed within the City (i.e., energy resources such as electricity and natural gas, petroleum-
based fuels required for vehicle-trips, fossil fuels, and water). Fossil fuels would represent the
primary energy source associated with both construction and ongoing operation, and the existing,
finite supplies of these natural resources would be incrementally reduced. Future development
operations would occur in accordance with California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 24, Part
6, which sets forth conservation practices that would limit energy consumption. Nonetheless, the
proposed Project’s energy requirements would represent a long-term commitment of essentially
non-renewable resources.

Construction activities associated with implementation of the General Plan Update could
release hazardous materials into the environment through reasonably foreseeable upset and
accident conditions; refer to Section 5.9 in the Draft EIR. All potential demolition, grading, and
excavation activities would be subject to the established regulatory framework to ensure that
hazardous materials are not released into the environment. Compliance with the established
regulatory framework and mitigation measures would protect against a significant and irreversible
environmental change resulting from the accidental release of hazardous materials. In addition,
there is the potential that individual future development projects would use and store limited
amounts of potentially hazardous materials typical. All future development activities requiring the
routine use, storage, transport, or disposal of hazardous materials would be subject to all applicable
Federal, State, and local regulations and standards in place for hazardous materials. Compliance



Findings
Page 254 of 264

with these regulations and standards would protect against significant and irreversible
environmental changes due to the accidental release of hazardous materials.

In conclusion, future construction and operations would result in the irretrievable
commitment of limited, slowly renewable, and nonrenewable resources, which would limit the
availability of these resource quantities for future generations or for other uses during the life of
the individual developments. It is noted that the continued use of such resources would be on a
relatively small scale in a regional context.

Irretrievable Commitments/Irreversible Physical Changes

Implementation of the General Plan Update would result in a commitment of land uses
designated for the foreseeable future. Land use and development consistent with the Project would
result in irretrievable commitments by designating land for development that is more intense, in
some instances, than current designations allow. Additionally, residential development would be
allowed on land not currently designated for residential development. Development would
physically change the environment in terms of aesthetics, air emissions, noise, and traffic. These
physical changes are irreversible after development occurs. Therefore, the Project would result in
changes in land use within the Planning Area that would commit future generations to these uses.

In summary, the General Plan Update includes an extensive policy framework that is
designed to address land use and environmental issues to the greatest extent feasible, while
allowing growth and economic prosperity for the City. Construction and operation of future
development projects associated with Project implementation would result in the irretrievable
commitment of limited, slowly renewable, and nonrenewable resources that would limit the
availability of these resource quantities for future generations or for other uses during the life of
the Project. However, the Planning Area is an urbanized area and already uses such resources.
Additionally, the continued use of such resources would be on a relatively small scale in a regional
context. As such, although irreversible environmental changes would result from the Project, such
changes would not be considered significant.
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SECTION VII
GROWTH-INDUCING IMPACTS

Section 15126.2(e) of the CEQA Guidelines requires a Draft EIR to evaluate the growth-
inducing impacts of a proposed action. The State CEQA Guidelines do not provide specific criteria
for evaluating growth inducement. Growth-inducing impacts fall into two general categories:
direct or indirect. Direct growth-inducing impacts are generally associated with new residences or
businesses that could induce population growth directly. Indirect growth-inducing impacts provide
urban services, such as the extension or roads or other infrastructure, to an undeveloped area that
could induce population growth indirectly.

In general, a project may foster spatial, economic, or population growth in a geographic
area if it results in any of the following:

e Removal of an impediment to growth (e.g., establishment of an essential public service
and provision of new access to an area);

e Fostering of economic expansion or growth (e.g., changes in revenue base and
employment expansion);

e Fostering of population growth (e.g., construction of additional housing), either directly
or indirectly;

e Establishment of a precedent-setting action (e.g., an innovation, a change in zoning and
general plan amendment approval); or

e Development of or encroachment on an isolated or adjacent area of open space (being
distinct from an infill project).

Should a project meet any one of the above-listed criteria, it may be considered growth
inducing.

The Planning Area and surrounding area are fully developed and urbanized. Transportation
and infrastructure exists to serve the range of residential and non-residential uses within the
surrounding area. The General Plan Update does not introduce new roadways or new or
significantly expanded infrastructure that would provide for additional development within the
surrounding area. Potential infrastructure improvements associated with future site-specific
development would not remove obstacles to growth since the Planning and surrounding area are
already served by existing utility providers and potential improvements would be to serve the
specific development being proposed. As the General Plan Update would not establish an essential
public service or provide new access to an area, the proposed Project would not be considered
growth-inducing.

In addition to residential uses, the Project anticipates the development of commercial uses
within the Planning Area. The construction of future development projects would result in
construction-related jobs. However, construction activities and durations would vary depending
upon the specific development and would be temporary in respect to each individual development
site and therefore, would not be considered growth-inducing.



Findings
Page 256 of 264

Project operations would introduce new residents and jobs to the Planning Area. Future
development associated with implementation of the General Plan Update would primarily consist
of infill development and redevelopment of already developed sites. New residential development
could occur and greater densities, providing additional housing opportunities that would further
support commercial and retail uses within the City. Additional non-residential development would
provide for new employment opportunities. Residents and employees would seek shopping,
entertainment, employment, and other economic opportunities in the City and surrounding area.
This could create an increased demand for goods and services that would encourage the creation
of new businesses or the expansion of existing businesses. Although economic growth is
anticipated within the Planning Area, significant economic growth resulting in the potential to
significantly affect the environment is not anticipated as the surrounding area is urbanized.

As shown in Table 3-4 of the Draft EIR buildout of the General Plan Update through 2045
could yield up to 3,942 new housing units and 808,864 square feet of new non-residential building
square footage within the Planning Area. Project implementation would exceed the population
projections anticipated by SCAG’s growth forecasts. While Project growth projections are
anticipated to exceed SCAG’s 2045 population, SCAG’s projections, which are compiled using a
number of sources including adopted plans, historical trends, and interviews with local
jurisdictions, tend to be more accurate on a regional level than on a local or city level.
Discrepancies between Project and regional forecasts can also be attributed to the RHNA process.
The General Plan Update is intended to implement the City’s 2021-2029 Housing Element;
SCAG’s Connect SoCal growth forecasts through 2045 do not consider the regional housing need
for the 2021-2029 period, as jurisdictional allocations were not known at the time of SCAG’s
Connect SoCal adoption. The regional housing needs and associated General Plan growth
projections will be included as part of SCAG’s future growth forecasts.

Although the Project would allow for currently unplanned population growth anticipated
in the existing General Plan and by SCAG, the Draft EIR identifies General Plan Update goals,
policies, and actions, where appropriate, that would serve to reduce or eliminate potentially
significant impacts associated with specific environmental issues associated with growth. Sections
5.1 through 5.20 in the Draft EIR provide a discussion of environmental effects associated with
development allowed under the General Plan Update. With implementation of General Plan
Update goals, policies, and actions intended to guide growth to appropriate areas and provide
services necessary to accommodate growth, the land uses allowed under the General Plan Update,
the infrastructure anticipated to accommodate proposed land uses, and the goal and policy
framework would not induce growth that would exceed adopted thresholds. Therefore, population
and housing growth associated with the General Plan Update would result a less than significant
impact.

The General Plan is a long-term plan intended to accommodate projected population,
housing, and employment growth, including the appropriate balance among these factors with the
necessary public services and infrastructure. The proposed General Plan Update would serve as a
comprehensive, long-term plan for the physical development of Lawndale. The proposed General
Plan Update would only regulate future land development within the Planning Area and would not
induce growth within areas outside of the City’s jurisdiction. Any future development within the
Planning Area would be reviewed in light of the General Plan and this General Plan Update EIR
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pursuant to CEQA on a project-by-project basis. Future development would be required to comply
with the goals, policies, and actions intended to reduce potential environmental impacts associated
with future site-specific development. Thus, Project implementation would not involve a
precedent-setting action that could significantly impact the environment.

The Planning Area is located within an urbanized area. Park and open space resources
within the City are limited and primarily associated with parks and schools. The Project does not
propose modifications to these existing resources and would not result in encroachment into these
areas. The Project would not be growth-inducing with respect to development or encroachment
into an isolated or adjacent area of an existing open space.
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SECTION V111
ALTERNATIVES

A. BACKGROUND

The Draft EIR analyzed two alternatives to the Project as proposed and evaluated these
alternatives for their ability to avoid or reduce the Project’s significant environmental effects while
also meeting the majority of the Project’s objectives. This section sets forth the potential
alternatives to the Project analyzed in the EIR and evaluates them in light of the Project objectives,
as required by CEQA.

Where significant impacts are identified, section 15126.6 of the State CEQA Guidelines
requires EIRs to consider and discuss alternatives to the proposed actions. Subsection (a) states:

(@ An EIR shall describe a range of reasonable alternatives to the project, or to
the location of the project, which would feasibly attain most of the basic
objectives of the project but would avoid or substantially lessen any of the
significant effects of the project, and evaluate the comparative merits of the
alternatives. An EIR need not consider every conceivable alternative to a
project. Rather it must consider a reasonable range of potentially feasible
alternatives that will foster informed decision-making and public
participation. An EIR is not required to consider alternatives which are
infeasible. The lead agency is responsible for selecting a range of project
alternatives for examination and must publicly disclose its reasoning for
selecting those alternatives. There is no ironclad rule governing the nature or
scope of the alternatives to be discussed other than the rule of reason.

Subsection 15126.6(b) states the purpose of the alternatives analysis:

(b) Because an EIR must identify ways to mitigate or avoid the significant effects
that a project may have on the environment (Public Resources Code Section
21002.1), the discussion of alternatives shall focus on alternatives to the
project or its location which are capable of avoiding or substantially lessening
any significant effects of the project, even if these alternatives would impede
to some degree the attainment of the project objectives, or would be more
costly.

In subsection 15126.6(c), the State CEQA Guidelines describe the selection process for a
range of reasonable alternatives:

(c) The range of potential alternatives to the proposed project shall include those
that could feasibly accomplish most of the basic objectives of the Project and
could avoid or substantially lessen one or more of the significant effects. The
EIR should briefly describe the rationale for selecting the alternatives to be
discussed. The EIR should also identify any alternatives that were considered
by the lead agency but were rejected as infeasible during the scoping process
and briefly explain the reasons underlying the lead agency’s determination.
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Additional information explaining the choice of alternatives may be included
in the administrative record. Among the factors that may be used to eliminate
alternatives from detailed consideration in an EIR are: (i) failure to meet most
of the basic project objectives, (ii) infeasibility, or (iii) inability to avoid
significant environmental impacts.

The range of alternatives required is governed by a “rule of reason” that requires the EIR
to set forth only those alternatives necessary to permit a reasoned choice. The EIR shall include
sufficient information about each alternative to allow meaningful evaluation, analysis, and
comparison with the proposed Project. Alternatives are limited to ones that would avoid or
substantially lessen any of the significant effects of the Project. Of those alternatives, the EIR need
examine in detail only the ones that the lead agency determines could feasibly attain most of the
basic objectives of the Project.

B. PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The following objectives have been established for the Project (Draft EIR, pages 3-5
through 3-6):

1. Reflect the current goals and vision expressed by City residents, businesses, decision-
makers, and other stakeholders;

2. Address issues and concerns identified by City residents, businesses, decision-makers, and

other stakeholders;

Protect Lawndale’s existing residences, character, and sense of community;

Proactively plan for and accommodate local and regional growth in a responsible manner;

Encourage mixed-use development patterns that promote vibrant commercial and

residential areas;

Allow for a range of high-quality housing options;

Attract and retain businesses and industries that provide jobs for local residents;

Continue to maintain and improve multimodal transportation opportunities;

Maintain strong fiscal sustainability and continue to provide efficient and adequate public

Services;

10. Address new requirements of State law; and

11. Address emerging transportation, housing, and employment trends.

ok w
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C. ALTERNATIVES CONSIDERED BUT REJECTED FROM DETAILED
ANALYSIS

Section 15126.6(c) of the State CEQA Guidelines specifies that an EIR should (1) identify
alternatives that were considered by the lead agency but were eliminated from detailed
consideration because they were determined to be infeasible during the scoping process; and (2)
briefly explain the reasons underlying the lead agency’s determination. Among the factors that
may be used to eliminate alternatives from detailed consideration in an EIR are: (i) failure to meet
most of the basic project objectives; (ii) infeasibility; and/or (iii) inability to avoid significant
environmental impacts.
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There were no alternatives considered but rejected from detailed analysis in the EIR.

D. EVALUATION OF ALTERNATIVES SELECTED FOR ANALYSIS

The alternatives selected for further detailed review within the EIR focus on alternatives
that could potentially reduce the Project’s significant environmental impacts, while still meeting
most of the basic Project objectives. Those alternatives include:

e Alternative 1: No Project Alternative/Existing General Plan (Draft EIR, pages
7-4 through 7-15)

e Alternative 2: Reduced Growth Alternative (Draft EIR, pages 7-15 through 7-
25)

1. Alternative 1: No Project Alternative

Description: Under Alternative 1, the City would continue to implement the existing
General Plan and no changes would be made to address updated OPR General Plan
Guidelines, or the requirements of State law. Since adoption of the existing General Plan,
State legislation has been passed requiring the City to address new safety and circulation
requirements in the General Plan and to further address greenhouse gas emissions.
Additionally, the City recently updated its 2021-2029 Housing Element (adopted in
February 2022), and the existing General Plan does not conform to State requirements
regarding planning for future housing growth. The General Plan goals, policies, and
actions, as well as the Land Use Map, would not be updated to address the vision and
concerns of the City’s residents, property owners, decision-makers, and other stakeholders
that actively participated in the visioning and goal and policy development process.

Alternative 1 would result in the continuation of existing conditions and development
levels. New growth would be allowed as envisioned under the existing General Plan, with
land uses required to be consistent with the existing General Plan Land Use Map.
Alternative 1 (No Project/Existing General Plan Alternative) would result in less
development within the Planning Area compared to the proposed Project. Under
Alternative 1, the existing General Plan policy framework would still be in effect, which
would constitute a status quo approach to land use regulation in the City. The Proposed
Land Use Map, along with the policy framework proposed by the General Plan Update,
encourages and aims to achieve a community with a balanced land use pattern that meets
the City’s long-term housing, employment, and civic needs. The land uses allowed under
the General Plan Update provide opportunities for cohesive new growth at infill locations
primarily within the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area. A balanced land use pattern
would create a community where new development blends with existing neighborhoods.
The proposed General Plan Update carries forward and enhances policies and measures
from the City’s existing General Plan that were intended for environmental protection. The
proposed General Plan Update was prepared in conformance with State laws and
regulations associated with the preparation of general plans, including requirements for
environmental protection.

Alternative 1 would not include updated policies, particularly those related to housing,
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greenhouse gases, hazards, complete streets, and environmental justice to address
environmental health concerns for disadvantaged communities, as required by State law.
This alternative would not include policies proposed in the General Plan Update to ensure
protection of environmental resources, both at a project level and under cumulative
conditions, consistent with the objectives of CEQA.

Impacts: As shown in Draft EIR Table 7-4, Alternative 1 would result in the same impacts
as the proposed Project for the environmental issues of: Agricultural Resources, Hydrology
and Water Quality, Mineral Resources, Transportation, and Wildfire. Alternative 1 would
result in reduced impacts to Air Quality, Energy, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Noise, Public
Services and Recreation, Utilities and Service Systems, and Irreversible Effects.
Alternative 1 would result in increased impacts to Aesthetics, Biological Resources,
Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Hazards and Hazardous Materials, Land Use and
Planning, Population and Housing, and Tribal Cultural Resources. This alternative would
fail to reduce any significant and unavoidable impacts to a less than significant level.

Attainment of Project Objectives: This alternative would not meet most of the Project
objectives, including the following: reflect the current goals and vision expressed by City
residents, businesses, decision-makers, and other stakeholders; address issues and concerns
identified by city residents, businesses, decision-makers, and other stakeholders;
proactively plan for and accommodate local and regional growth in a responsible manner;
encourage mixed-use development patterns that promote vibrant commercial and
residential areas; allow for a range of high-quality housing options; attract and retain
businesses and industries that provide jobs for local residents; continue to maintain and
improve multimodal transportation opportunities; address new requirements of State law;
and address emerging transportation, housing, and employment trends.

Finding: The City Council rejects Alternative 1: No Project Alternative/Existing General
Plan, on the following grounds, which provides sufficient justification for rejection of this
alternative: (1) the alternative fails to meet most of the Project objectives; (2) the alternative
fails to avoid or reduce the Project’s significant and unavoidable impacts to a less than
significant level; (3) this alternative fails to comply with State law specific to General Plan
requirements; and (4) this alternative would not provide the necessary residential densities
for housing development to allow the City to meet its RHNA obligations and could be
cause for HCD’s approval of the Housing Element to be rescinded.

2. Alternative 2: Reduced Growth Alternative

Description: Alternative 2 (Reduced Growth Alternative) continues to allow for new
development in mixed-use opportunities, like those included in the proposed Project, but
at lower densities that are more consistent with those allowed under the current General
Plan. The goals, policies, and actions of the General Plan Update would apply to
subsequent development, planning, and infrastructure projects under this alternative. This
Alternative was developed to reduce the severity of potential impacts related to air quality
and greenhouse gas emissions, as overall development of residential uses within the
Planning Area would be less than what could under the proposed Project.
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Alternative 2 would result in approximately 1,603 fewer housing units and 3,639 fewer
residents within the Planning Area when compared to the proposed General Plan Land Use
Map. Nonresidential development potential and employment opportunities would remain
the same under this alternative when compared to the proposed General Plan Update. In
the 2021-2029 Housing Element, the City introduced two new mechanisms to allow for
residential development to be created to implement the Housing Element on sites
considered viable for housing development. The first is “Housing Overlay 100”, which will
be applied to 16 nonresidential sites outside of the Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area
and allow for residential densities of up to 100 dwelling units per acre. The second is
“Housing Overlay 150” which will be applied to 68 nonresidential sites inside the
Hawthorne Boulevard Specific Plan area, will allow for residential densities up to 150
dwelling units per acre. This Alternative assumes that the 2021-2029 Housing Element
would be in non-compliance, since it would not implement these mechanisms at the
planned densities.

Impacts: As shown in Draft EIR Table 7-4, Alternative 2 would result in the same impacts
as the proposed Project for the environmental issues of: Aesthetics, Agricultural Resources,
Biological Resources, Cultural Resources, Geology and Soils, Hazards and Hazardous
Materials, Hydrology and Water Quality, Mineral Resources, Population and Housing,
Tribal Cultural Resources, and Wildfire. Alternative 2 would result in reduced impacts to
Air Quality, Energy, Greenhouse Gas Emissions, Land Use and Planning, Noise, Public
Services and Recreation, Utilities and Service Systems, and Irreversible Effects.
Alternative 2 would result in increased impacts to Transportation. This alternative would
fail to reduce any significant and unavoidable impacts to a less than significant level.

Attainment of Project Objectives: Alternative 2 would not meet some of the Project
objectives, including: proactively plan for and accommodate local and regional growth in
a responsible manner; allow for a range of high-quality housing options; address new
requirements of State law; and address emerging transportation, housing, and employment
trends.

Finding: The City Council rejects Alternative 2: Reduced Growth Alternative, on the
following ground, which provides sufficient justification for rejection of this alternative:
(1) the alternative fails to meet all of the Project objectives; (2) the alternative fails to avoid
or reduce the Project’s significant and unavoidable impacts to a less than significant level,
and (3) this alternative would not be consistent with the planned residential densities in the
2021-2029 Housing Element and could be cause for HCD’s approval of the Housing
Element to be rescinded.

E. ENVIRONMENTALLY SUPERIOR ALTERNATIVE

Section 15126.6(e)(2) of the State CEQA Guidelines indicates that an analysis of
alternatives to a proposed Project shall identify an environmentally superior alternative among the
alternatives evaluated in an EIR. Based on the alternatives analysis contained within the Draft EIR,
Alternative 2 (Reduced Growth Alternative) is identified as the Environmentally Superior
Alternative.
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Alternative 2 (Reduced Growth Alternative) is the environmentally superior alternative as
it is the most effective in terms of overall reductions of impacts compared to the proposed General
Plan Update and Alternative 1 (No Project Alternative/Existing General Plan). Alternative 2 meets
most of the Project objectives. Like the proposed Project, Alternative 2 reflects the current goals
and vision expressed by City residents, businesses, decision-makers, and other stakeholders;
addresses issues and concerns identified by City residents, businesses, decision-makers, and other
stakeholders; protects Lawndale’s existing residences, character, and sense of community;
encourages mixed-use development patterns that promote vibrant commercial and residential
areas; attracts and retains businesses and industries that provide jobs for local residents; continues
to maintain and improve multimodal transportation opportunities; and maintains strong fiscal
sustainability and continues to provide efficient and adequate public services. However, the
alternative fails to meet several Project objectives, including: proactively plan for and
accommodate local and regional growth in a responsible manner; allow for a range of high-quality
housing options; address new requirements of State law; and address emerging transportation,
housing, and employment trends. In addition, Alternative 2 fails to avoid or reduce the Project’s
significant and unavoidable impacts to a less than significant level and would not be consistent
with the planned residential densities in the 2021-2029 Housing Element and could be cause for
HCD’s approval of the Housing Element to be rescinded. Therefore, City Council rejects the
environmentally superior alternative.

SECTION IX
ADOPTION OF STATEMENT OF OVERRIDING CONSIDERATIONS

Pursuant to State CEQA Guidelines Section 15093(a), the City Council must balance, as
applicable, the economic, legal, social, technological, or other benefits of the Project against its
unavoidable environmental risks in determining whether to approve the Project. If the specific
benefits of the Project outweigh the unavoidable adverse environmental effects, those
environmental effects may be considered acceptable.

Having reduced the adverse significant environmental effects of the Project to the extent
feasible through the implementation of the General Plan Update goals, policies, and actions;
having considered the entire administrative record on the Project; the City Council has weighed
the benefits of the Project against its unavoidable adverse impacts after mitigation in regards to air
quality and greenhouse gas emissions. While recognizing that the unavoidable adverse impacts are
significant under CEQA thresholds, the City Council nonetheless finds that the unavoidable
adverse impacts that will result from the Project are acceptable and outweighed by specific social,
economic and other benefits of the Project.

In making this determination, the factors and public benefits specified below were
considered. Any one of these reasons is sufficient to justify approval of the Project. Thus, even if
a court were to conclude that not every reason is supported by substantial evidence, the City
Council would be able to stand by its determination that each individual reason is sufficient. The
substantial evidence supporting the various benefits can be found in the preceding findings, which
are incorporated by reference into this section, and in the documents found in the Records of
Proceeding.
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The City Council therefore finds that for each of the significant impacts which are subject

to a finding under CEQA Section 21081(a)(3), that each of the following social, economic, and
environmental benefits of the Project, independent of the other benefits, outweigh the potential
significant unavoidable adverse impacts and render acceptable each and every one of these
unavoidable adverse environmental impacts:

1.

The General Plan Update promotes more compact, environmentally-sustainable, and
equitable development through goals, policies, and actions that balance the need for
adequate infrastructure, housing, economic vitality, and environmental justice with the
need for resource management, environmental protection, and preservation of quality of
life for Lawndale residents.

The General Plan Update implements principles of sustainable growth by concentrating
new development and intensification of existing urban uses primarily along key
commercial and transportation corridors, thereby providing opportunities for a diverse mix
of uses while maintaining the City’s residential neighborhoods.

The General Plan Update provides a land use map that accounts for existing development,
physical constraints, economic development, hazards, and incompatible uses, and assigns
densities and use types accordingly to enhance the safety, livability, and economic vitality
of Lawndale.

The General Plan Update improves mobility options through the development of a multi-
modal transportation network that enhances connectivity, supports community
development patterns, limits traffic congestion, promotes public and alternative
transportation methods, and supports the goals of adopted regional transportation plans.

The General Plan Update addresses adverse environmental effects associated with global
climate change by facilitating sustainable development, promoting energy efficiency,
conserving water resources, and promoting compact development patterns that reduce
greenhouse gas emissions.

The General Plan Update enhances the local economy and provides opportunities for future
jobs and business development commensurate with forecasted growth by planning for a
mix of residential and commercial development near existing urbanized areas and
transportation corridors.

The General Plan Update is the product of a comprehensive public planning effort driven
by members of the public, city stakeholders, the Planning Commission and the City
Council through a series of public meetings, hearings, and workshops that resulted in a
thoughtful balance of community, economic, social, and environmental interests.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

This Final Environmental Impact Report (Final EIR or FEIR) was prepared in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and the State CEQA Guidelines (Section 15132). The City of Lawndale is
the lead agency for the environmental review of the City of Lawndale General Plan Update (General Plan,
General Plan Update, or Project) and has the principal responsibility for approving the Project. This Final
EIR assesses the expected environmental impacts resulting from approval and adoption of the General
Plan Update and responds to comments received on the Draft EIR.

The Lawndale General Plan is the overarching policy document that guides land use, housing,
transportation, open space, public safety, community services, and other policy decisions throughout the
City of Lawndale and the Sphere of Influence (collectively referred to as the Planning Area). The General
Plan includes the eight elements mandated by State law, to the extent that they are relevant locally,
including: land use, circulation, housing, conservation, open space, noise, environmental justice, and
safety elements. The City has chosen to combine the topics of Conservation and Open Space into one
Element: Resource Management. The topic of Noise is included in the Public Safety Element. General plans
must also address the topics of climate change and resiliency planning, either as separate elements or as
part of other required elements. At the discretion of each jurisdiction, the general plan may combine these
elements and may add optional elements relevant to the physical features of the jurisdiction. The City
may also address other topics of interest; this General Plan includes elements related to Economic
Development and Community Facilities. The General Plan Update sets out the goals, policies, and actions
in each of these areas, serves as a policy guide for how the City will make key planning decisions in the
future, and guides how the City will interact with the broader Los Angeles County, surrounding cities, and
other local, regional, State, and Federal agencies.

The General Plan Update contains the goals and policies that will guide future decisions within the
Planning Area. It also identifies implementation programs, in the form of actions, that will ensure the goals
and policies in the General Plan Update are carried out. As part of the General Plan Update, the City and
the consultant team prepared several support documents that serve as the building blocks for the General
Plan Update and analyze the environmental impacts associated with implementing the General Plan
Update.

Refer to Section 3.0, Project Description of the Draft EIR for a more comprehensive description of the
details of the proposed Project.

1.1 PURPOSE AND INTENDED USES OF THE EIR
CEQA REQUIREMENTS FOR A FINAL EIR

This Final EIR for the Lawndale General Plan Update has been prepared in accordance with the California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) and State CEQA Guidelines. State CEQA Guidelines Section 15132
requires that a Final EIR consist of the following:

e The Draft Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) or a revision of the draft;
e Comments and recommendations received on the Draft EIR, either verbatim or in summary;
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e Alist of persons, organizations, and public agencies commenting on the Draft EIR;

e The responses of the lead agency to significant environmental concerns raised in the review and
consultation process; and

e Any other information added by the lead agency.

In accordance with State CEQA Guidelines Section 15132(a), the Draft EIR is incorporated by reference
into this Final EIR.

An EIR must disclose the expected environmental impacts, including impacts that cannot be avoided,
growth-inducing effects, impacts found not to be significant, and significant cumulative impacts, as well
as identify mitigation measures and alternatives to the proposed project that could reduce or avoid its
adverse environmental impacts. CEQA requires government agencies to consider and, where feasible,
minimize environmental impacts of proposed projects, and obligates them to balance a variety of public
objectives, including economic, environmental, and social factors.

PURPOSE AND USE

The City of Lawndale, as the lead agency, has prepared this EIR to provide the public and responsible and
trustee agencies with an objective analysis of the potential environmental impacts resulting from
adoption of the General Plan Update and subsequent implementation of projects consistent with the
General Plan Update. The environmental review process enables interested parties to evaluate the
proposed Project in terms of its environmental consequences, to examine and recommend methods to
eliminate or reduce potential adverse impacts, and to consider a reasonable range of alternatives to the
project. While CEQA requires that consideration be given to avoiding adverse environmental effects, the
lead agency must balance adverse environmental effects against other public objectives, including the
economic and social benefits of a project, in determining whether a project should be approved.

This EIR will be used as the primary environmental document to evaluate all subsequent planning and
permitting actions associated with the General Plan Update. This EIR may also be used by other agencies
within Los Angeles County. Responsible and trustee agencies that may use the EIR are identified in Section
2.0, Introduction and Purpose of the Draft EIR.

1.2 ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW PROCESS

The review and certification process for the EIR has involved, or will involve, the following general
procedural steps:

NOTICE OF PREPARATION

The City of Lawndale circulated a Notice of Preparation (NOP) of an EIR for the Project on December 6,
2022 to trustee and responsible agencies, the State Clearinghouse, and the public. A scoping meeting was
held on December 15, 2022 at 6:30 p.m. at the Harold E. Hofmann Community Center located at 14700
Burin Avenue in the City of Lawndale. No public or agency comments on the NOP related to the EIR
analysis were presented or submitted during the scoping meeting. During the 30-day public review period
for the NOP, which ended on January 5, 2023, four written comment letters were received on the NOP. A
summary of the NOP comments is provided in Section 2.8 of the Draft EIR. The NOP and all comments
received on the NOP are presented in Appendix A of the Draft EIR.
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NOTICE OF AVAILABILITY AND DRAFT EIR

The City of Lawndale published a public Notice of Availability (NOA) for the Draft EIR on August 15, 2023,
inviting comment from the general public, agencies, organizations, and other interested parties. The NOA
was filed with the State Clearinghouse (SCH# 2022120088) and was published in the Daily Breeze pursuant
to the public noticing requirements of CEQA. The Draft EIR was available for public review from August
15, 2023 through October 2, 2023. The Public Draft General Plan Update was also available for public
review and comment during this time period.

The Draft EIR contains a description of the Project, description of the environmental setting, identification
of the Project’s direct and indirect impacts on the environment and General Plan policies and actions to
reduce impacts to the extent feasible, as well as an analysis of Project alternatives, identification of
significant irreversible environmental changes, growth-inducing impacts, and cumulative impacts. The
Draft EIR identifies issues determined to have no impact or a less than significant impact, and provides
detailed analysis of potentially significant and significant impacts. Comments received in response to the
NOP were considered in preparing the analysis in the Draft EIR.

RESPONSE TO COMMENTS/FINAL EIR

The City of Lawndale received seven comment letters regarding the Draft General Plan and Draft EIR from
public agencies, organizations, and members of the public during the 45-day review period.

In accordance with CEQA Guidelines Section 15088, this Final EIR responds to the written comments
received on the Draft EIR. This document and the Draft EIR, as amended herein, constitute the Final EIR.

CERTIFICATION OF THE EIR/PROJECT CONSIDERATION

The Lawndale City Council will review and consider the Final EIR. If the City Council finds that the Final EIR
is "adequate and complete," then it may certify it in accordance with CEQA. The rule of adequacy generally
holds that an EIR can be certified if:

1) The EIR shows a good faith effort at full disclosure of environmental information; and

2) The EIR provides sufficient analysis to allow decisions to be made regarding the proposed project
in contemplation of environmental considerations.

Upon review and consideration of the Final EIR, the Lawndale City Council may take action to approve,
revise, or reject the Project. A decision to approve the Lawndale General Plan Update, for which this EIR
identifies significant environmental effects, must be accompanied by written findings in accordance with
State CEQA Guidelines Sections 15091 and 15093.

Policies and actions to mitigate potential environmental impacts have been incorporated into the Project,
to the extent feasible. No additional mitigation is feasible or available, as described in Sections 5.1 through
6.0 of the Draft EIR. The annual report on general plan status required pursuant to the Government Code
will serve as the monitoring and reporting program for the Project.
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1.3 ORGANIZATION OF THE FINAL EIR

This Final EIR has been prepared consistent with Section 15132 of the State CEQA Guidelines, which
identifies the content requirements for Final EIRs. This Final EIR is organized in the following manner:

SECTION 1.0 — INTRODUCTION

Section 1.0 briefly describes the purpose of the environmental evaluation, identifies the lead agency,
summarizes the process associated with preparation and certification of an EIR, and identifies the content
requirements and organization of the Final EIR.

SECTION 2.0 - COMMENTS ON DRAFT EIR AND RESPONSES

Section 2.0 provides a list of commenters, copies of written comments made on the Draft EIR (coded for
reference), and responses to those written comments
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2.0 COMMENTS ON DRAFT EIR AND RESPONSES

2.1 INTRODUCTION

In accordance with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Guidelines, Section 15088, the City of
Lawndale, as the lead agency, has evaluated the comments received on the Public Review Draft Lawndale
General Plan Update Environmental Impact Report (Draft EIR) (State Clearinghouse No. 2022120088).

CEQA Guidelines Section 15088.5 states that: New information added to an EIR is not “significant” unless
the EIR is changed in a way that deprives the public of a meaningful opportunity to comment upon a
substantial adverse environmental effect of the project or a feasible way to mitigate or avoid such an effect
(including a feasible project alternative) that the project’s proponents have declined to implement.

Section 2.0 of this Final EIR include information that has been added to the EIR since the close of the public
review period in the form of responses to comments and/or errata. As noted below, no new significant
information was provided on the Draft EIR during the comment period.

2.2 LIST OF COMMENTERS

Table 2-1 lists the comments on the Draft EIR that were submitted to the City during the 45-day public
review period. The assigned comment letter, letter author, affiliation, if presented in the comment letter
or if representing a public agency, and letter date are also listed.

Table 2-1
List of Commenters

Response o . ——
Letter Individual or Signatory Affiliation
A rh@jyrg.com N/A 8/21/2023
B Andrew Salas Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation 8/22/2023
C Constantin Raether California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 8/23/2023
D Sahar Ghadimi South Coast Air Quality Management District 8/25/2023
E Ronald M. Durbin County of Los Angeles Fire Department 9/1/2023
F Andrew Salas Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation 9/28/2023
G Miya Edmonson State of California Department of Transportation 9/29/2023

2.3 COMMENTS AND RESPONSES
REQUIREMENTS FOR RESPONDING TO COMMENTS ON A DRAFT EIR

CEQA Guidelines Section 15088 requires that lead agencies evaluate and respond to all comments on the
Draft EIR that regard an environmental issue. The written response must address the significant
environmental issue raised and be detailed, especially when specific comments or suggestions (e.g.,
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additional mitigation measures) are not accepted. In addition, the written response must be a good faith
and reasoned analysis. However, lead agencies only need to respond to significant environmental issues
associated with the project and do not need to provide all the information requested by the commenter,
as long as a good faith effort at full disclosure is made in the EIR (CEQA Guidelines Section 15204(a)).

CEQA Guidelines Section 15204 recommends that commenters provide detailed comments that focus on
the sufficiency of the Draft EIR in identifying and analyzing the possible environmental impacts of the
project and ways to avoid or mitigate the significant effects of the project, and that commenters provide
evidence supporting their comments. Pursuant to CEQA Guidelines Section 15064, an effect shall not be
considered significant in the absence of substantial evidence.

CEQA Guidelines Section 15088 also recommends that revisions to the Draft EIR be noted as a revision in
the Draft EIR or as a separate section of the Final EIR.

RESPONSES TO COMMENT LETTERS

Written comments on the Draft EIR are reproduced on the following pages, along with responses to those
comments. To assist in referencing comments and responses, the following coding system is used:

a) Each comment letter is lettered (i.e., Letter A), each comment within each letter is numbered (i.e.,
A-1, A-2, etc.), and each response is numbered correspondingly (i.e., A-1, A-2, etc.).
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Comment Letter A

From: Jared Chavez

To: Ashley Brodkin

Subject: FW: City of Lawndale General Plan Update: Notice of Availability of a Draft EIR
Date: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 10:24:35 AM

Here is one

Ms. Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager
City of Lawndale, Community Development Department

14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, CA 90260

Phone: (310) 973-3231/ Fax: (310) 970-2183
ichavez@lawndalecity.org / lawndalecity.org

From: rh@jyrg.com <rh@jyrg.com>

Sent: Tuesday, August 29, 2023 1:04 PM

To: Jared Chavez <jchavez@lawndalecity.org>

Cc: Adrian Gutierrez <AGutierrez@lawndalecity.org>; Jose Hernandez
<JHernandez@lawndalecity.org>

Subject: RE: City of Lawndale General Plan Update: Notice of Availability of a Draft EIR

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Thanks!

——————— Original Message -------
On Tuesday, August 29th, 2023 at 12:16, Jared Chavez <jchavez@lawndalecity.org> wrote:

Hi yes you can look at it with this link :

General Plan - City of Lawndale, CA (lawndalecity.org)

Thank you

Ms. Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager

City of Lawndale, Community Development Department

14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, CA 90260

Phone: (310) 973-3231/ Fax: (310) 970-2183

ichavez@lawndalecity.org / lawndalecity.org

From: rh@jyrg.com <rh@jyrg.com>

Sent: Monday, August 21, 2023 12:53 PM

To: Jared Chavez <jchavez@lawndalecity.org>

Subject: Re: City of Lawndale General Plan Update: Notice of Availability of a Draft EIR
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CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open
attachments unless you recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Jared, could you please email me a copy of this document?

Thanks!

——————— Original Message -------

On Tuesday, August 15th, 2023 at 07:20, abrodkin@denovoplanning.com
<abrodkin@denovoplanning.com> wrote:

The City of Lawndale (City) is preparing a comprehensive update to its
existing General Plan. The City of Lawndale has prepared an
Environmental Impact Report (EIR) for the City of Lawndale General Plan
Update (Project) to address the environmental impacts associated with
the Project at a programmatic level. The proposed Project is a long-term
plan consisting of policies that will guide future development activities
and City actions. No specific development projects are proposed as part of
this General Plan Update. However, the Program EIR can serve to
streamline environmental review of future projects.

Members of the public and other interested agencies and individuals are
invited to provide comments on the Lawndale General Plan Update and
Draft EIR. Comments on the Lawndale General Plan Update and the Draft
EIR can be provided in writing to the City at the address below, or by
email to Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager at
jchavez@lawndalecity.org, during the 45-day public review period,
starting on August 2, 2023 and ending on October 2, 2023. Comments in
response to this notice must be submitted to the address below, or by
email by the close of the Draft EIR public review period, which is 6:00 PM
on Monday, October 2, 2023:

Jared Chavez - Community Development Manager
City of Lawndale

14717 Burin Ave.

Lawndale, CA 90260

Email: jchavez@lawndalecity.org

Regards,

Ashley Brodkin | Senior Planner

De Novo Planning Group | www.denovoplanning.com
abrodkin@denovoplanning.com | 714-440-0273

Southern California | 180 East Main St #108 | Tustin, CA 92780
Northern California | 1020 Suncast Ln #106 | El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

A-1
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Lawndale General Plan Update
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Response to Comment Letter A

rh@jyrg.com
N/A
August 21, 2023

A-1 The comment requests a copy of the Draft EIR. The comment does not contain any information
requiring changes to the Draft EIR. No further response is warranted.
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Comment Letter B

bﬂ“f’FMag,./ GADBRIELENO BAND OF MISSION INDIANS - KIZH NATION
)ﬂistorica”g known as T‘nc San Gabricl Banc‘ of Mission ]n&fans rccognizcé }39

the \(jtate of Ca]hcornia as the a})orlginal tribe of the | os Ange!es basin

A

Ga f)r,'(, ./

August 22, 2022

Project Name: City of Lawndale General Plan

Thank you for your letter dated August 15, 2023. Regarding the project above. This is to
concur that we agree with the General Plan Amendment. However, our Tribal government would liketo | B=1

request consultation for all future projects within this location.

Andrew Salas, Chairman
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation

Andrew Salas, Chairman Nadine Salas, Vice-Chairman Dr. Christina Swindall Martinez, secretary
Albert Perez, treasurer | Martha Gonzalez Lemos, treasurer Il Richard Gradias, Chairman of the council of Elders
gabrielcnoinc{ians@ﬂahoo.com

i . . 1.
www.g;abrieleno:mdians@qahoo,com

FOPox295  Covina, CA 91723
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Lawndale General Plan Update
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Response to Comment Letter B

Andrew Salas
Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation
August 22, 2023

B-1 The comment indicates that the Gabrieleno Band of Mission Indians — Kizh Nation does not have
any comments on the Project; however, the Tribal government would like to request consultation
for all future projects within the Lawndale General Plan Planning Area. Section 5.18, Tribal Cultural
Resources of the Draft EIR addresses tribal cultural resources. As stated in Section 5.18 of the Draft
EIR, the General Plan includes Policy RM-3.5, which requires consultation with Native American
tribes that may be impacted by proposed development and land use policy changes, in accordance
with State, local, and Tribal intergovernmental consultation requirements. Future projects within
the Planning Area would be required to consult with Tribal Organizations, consistent with State
law (i.e., AB 52 and SB 18). The comment does not contain any information requiring changes to
the Draft EIR. The comment is noted and no further response is warranted.
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Comment Letter C

From: Jared Chavez

To: Ashley Brodkin

Cc: Sean Moore

Subject: Fw: City of Lawndale Safety Element Update

Date: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 1:45:50 PM

Hi Ashley,

Please see the comments from Cal OES below.
Thank you,

Ms. Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager

City of Lawndale, Community Development Department
14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, CA 90260
Phone: (310) 973-3231/ Fax: (310) 970-2183

ichavez@lawndalecity.org / lawndalecity.org

From: Raether, Constantin@CalOES <Constantin.Raether@CalOES.ca.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, August 23, 2023 1:04 PM

To: Jared Chavez <jchavez@lawndalecity.org>

Cc: LaMar-Haas, Victoria@CalOES <Victoria.LaMar-Haas@CalOES.ca.gov>; Boemecke,
Wendy@CalOES <Wendy.Boemecke@ CalOES.ca.gov>; CalOES Mitigation Planning
<mitigationplanning@caloes.ca.gov>

Subject: City of Lawndale Safety Element Update

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Good day,

The California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (Cal OES) Local Hazard Mitigation Planning
Team has taken the time to review the proposed updates/changes to your General Plan.
Government Code 65302(g)(8) states “before preparing or revising its Safety Element, each city and
county shall consult.... the Office of Emergency Services for the purpose of including information
known by and available to the department.”

The Cal OES Local Hazard Mitigation Planning Team reviews and compares your current Safety
Element hazards against those listed in your most recent Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA) approved Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (LHMP).

Our office has reviewed your proposed Safety Element update posted on CEQA.net and found no
substantive changes to your hazard profiles when compared against your most recent FEMA
approved LHMP. Our office has no further comments at this time.

Should you need further assistance or have questions please email our team at

mitigationplanning@caloes.ca.gov.

C-2
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Constantin Raether, Environmental Planner
Local Mitigation Planning | Recovery Directorate
California Governor's Office of Emergency Services

Office: (916) 328-7778
Cell: (216) 715-9408
www.caloes.ca.gov/HMGP

Constantin Raether, Environmental Planner
Local Mitigation Planning | Recovery Directorate
California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services

Office: (?16) 328-7778
Cell: (216) 715-9408
www.caloes.ca.gov/HMGP
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Lawndale General Plan Update
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT

Response to Comment Letter C

Constantin Raether
California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services
August 23, 2023

C-1

These introductory paragraphs state that the California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services
(Cal OES) has reviewed the proposed updates to the Lawndale General Plan. The comment
references Government Code 65302(g)(8), which states “before preparing or revising its Safety
Element, each city and county shall consult.... the Office of Emergency Services for the purpose of
including information known by and available to the department.” The comment further states
that Cal OES reviews and compares Safety Element hazards against those listed in the City’s most
recent Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved Local Hazard Mitigation Plan
(LHMP). The comment does not contain any information requiring changes to the Draft EIR. No
further response is warranted.

The comment indicates that Cal OES has reviewed the City of Lawndale’s proposed Safety Element
update and found no substantive changes to the City’s hazard profiles when compared against
the City’s most recent FEMA approved LHMP. The comment indicates that Cal OES does not have
any comments on the Project. The comment does not contain any information requiring changes
to the Draft EIR. The comment is noted and no further response is warranted.
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Comment Letter D

From: abrodkin@denovoplanning.com

To: sghadimi@agmd.gov; swangl@agmd.gov

Cc: "Jared Chavez"

Subject: RE: Technical data request for the City of Lawndale General Plan Update Project.
Date: Monday, August 28, 2023 9:48:32 AM

Attachments: CalEEMod export 2023-07-12T01 01 16.540Z.ison

Good morning,

In response to your request for an electronic copy of any live modeling and emission calculation files,
please find attached the requested files for your review of the Lawndale General Plan Update EIR.
The attached .jason file is the CalEEMod model file (for the latest version of CalEEMod, 2022.1).

Please let me know if you need any additional information for your review.
Thank you,

Ashley Brodkin | Senior Planner

De Novo Planning Group | www.denovoplanning.com
abrodkin@denovoplanning.com | 714-440-0273

Southern California | 180 East Main St #108 | Tustin, CA 92780
Northern California | 1020 Suncast Ln #106 | El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

From: Jared Chavez <jchavez@lawndalecity.org>

Sent: Friday, August 25, 2023 1:19 PM

To: Ashley Brodkin <abrodkin@denovoplanning.com>

Cc: Sean Moore <SMoore@lawndalecity.org>

Subject: Fw: Technical data request for the City of Lawndale General Plan Update Project.

Hi Ashley please see comment below. They are requesting further
documentation.

Ms. Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager

City of Lawndale, Community Development Department
14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, CA 90260
Phone: (310) 973-3231/ Fax: (310) 970-2183

ichavez@lawndalecity.org / lawndalecity.org

From: Sahar Ghadimi <sghadimi@agmd.gov>
Sent: Friday, August 25, 2023 9:44 AM
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To: Jared Chavez <jchavez@lawndalecity.org>
Cc: Sam Wang <swangl@agmd.gov>
Subject: Technical data request for the City of Lawndale General Plan Update Project.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Jared Chavez,

South Coast AQMD staff received the Draft Environmental Impact Report for the City of Lawndale
General Plan Update Project (South Coast AQMD Control Number: LAC230823-11). Staff is currently
in the process of reviewing the Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR).

Please provide an electronic copy of any live modeling and emission calculation files (complete files,
not summaries) that were used to quantify the air quality impacts from construction and/or
operation of the Proposed Project as applicable, including the following:

e CalEEMod Dear Phayvanh Nanthavongdouangsy,
Input Files (.csv files);
e Live EMFAC output files;
e Any emission calculation file(s) (live version of excel file(s); no PDF) used to calculate the
Project’s emission sources
(i.e. truck operations).

You may send the above-mentioned files via a Dropbox link in which they may be accessed and
downloaded by South Coast AQMD staff by the end of next week. Without all files and supporting
documentation, South Coast AQMD staff will be unable to complete a review of the air quality
analyses in a timely manner. Any delays in providing all supporting documentation will require
additional time for review beyond the end of the comment period.

If you have any questions regarding this request, please contact me.
Thank you.

Sincerely,

Sahar Ghadimi

Air Quality Specialist, CEQA IGR

Planning, Rule Development & Implementation
South Coast Air Quality Management District
21865 Copley Drive, Diamond Bar, CA 91765
(909) 396-2392

sghadimi@aqmd.gov
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From: Sahar Ghadimi

To: abrodkin@denovoplanning.com

Cc: "Jared Chavez"

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]RE: Technical data request for the City of Lawndale General Plan Update Project.
Date: Thursday, October 5, 2023 3:34:50 PM

Dear Ashley,

Thank you so much for your email.

After thorough review, we decided we do not need to provide any comment letter for the Lawndale
General Plan Update Project.

Sincerely,

From: abrodkin@denovoplanning.com <abrodkin@denovoplanning.com>

Sent: Thursday, October 5, 2023 10:00 AM

To: Sahar Ghadimi <sghadimi@agmd.gov>

Cc: 'Jared Chavez' <jchavez@lawndalecity.org>

Subject: [EXTERNAL]RE: Technical data request for the City of Lawndale General Plan Update
Project.

Good morning,

The public review period for the Lawndale General Plan Update Project Draft EIR closed on Monday,
October 2. The City has begun preparing the Final EIR for the Project. As a commenter on the
Project, we are providing you this notice. Please let me know if you have any questions.

Thank you,

Ashley Brodkin | Senior Planner

De Novo Planning Group | www.denovoplanning.com
abrodkin@denovoplanning.com | 714-440-0273

Southern California | 180 East Main St #108 | Tustin, CA 92780
Northern California | 1020 Suncast Ln #106 | El Dorado Hills, CA 95762

From: Jared Chavez <jchavez@lawndalecity.org>

Sent: Wednesday, September 13, 2023 10:31 AM

To: 'Sahar Ghadimi' <sghadimi@agmd.gov>

Cc: Ashley Brodkin <abrodkin@denovoplanning.com>; Adrian Gutierrez

<AGutierrez@lawndalecity.org>
Subject: RE: Technical data request for the City of Lawndale General Plan Update Project.

Good Morning,
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We responded on 8/28. See attached email, let me know if you need anything else.
Thank you,

Ms. Jared Chavez, Community Development Manager

City of Lawndale, Community Development Department

14717 Burin Avenue, Lawndale, CA 90260

Phone: (310) 973-3231/ Fax: (310) 970-2183

ichavez@lawndalecity.org / lawndalecity.org

From: Sahar Ghadimi <sghadimi@agmd.gov>

Sent: Wednesday, September 6, 2023 11:02 AM

To: Jared Chavez <jchavez@lawndalecity.org>

Subject: RE: Technical data request for the City of Lawndale General Plan Update Project.

CAUTION: This email originated from outside of the organization. Do not click links or open attachments unless you
recognize the sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Jared Chavez,

| hope this email finds you well.

| wanted to follow up on my previous email on 