
 

Storm Water 
Pollution 

Swimming Pool  
and  

Spa Maintenance  
Tips 

Los Angeles County Dept. of Public Works, 
Recycling & Household Hazardous Waste Disposal 
1-888-CleanLA (1-888-253-2652) or log on to 
www.888CleanLA.com 
 
For more information on storage/disposal of hazardous 
waste call: 
Department of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC)     
Duty Officer (818) 551-2830 or log on to 
www.dtsc.ca.gov  

Public Works Dept.  Non-Business 
Hours  
 Mon-Thurs 7am-6pm  Lawndale Sheriff   
(310) 973-3260  (310) 219-2750 
   
To report illegal discharges or dumping to the storm 
drain system anywhere in Los Angeles County at any 
time, call: 1-888-CleanLA (1-888-253-2652) 

Public Works Dept.  Non-Business 
Hours  
Mon-Thurs 7am-6pm  Lawndale Sheriff 
 (310) 973-3260  (310) 219-2750 
 
To report a clogged storm drain inlet or catch basin 
anywhere in Los Angeles County at anytime, call: 
Los Angeles County Dept. of Public Works  
1-800-675-HELP or (626) 458-4357 

RECYCLING AND HAZARDOUS 
WASTE INFORMATION 

TO CONNECT TO THE STORM 
It is illegal to connect to the storm drain without a 
permit. To obtain a storm drain connection permit, 
contact the City of Lawndale Department of Public 
Works at (310) 973-3260 Mon-Thurs 7am-6pm . 

TO CONNECT TO THE SEWER 
Los Angeles County Sanitation District  
(562) 699-7411  Ext. 2727 

TO REPORT A CLOGGED 
STORM DRAIN OR INLET 

TO REPORT ILLEGAL DUMPING 

This brochure is one of a series of brochures 
describing storm drain protection measures. 

Other brochures include: 
 

AUTOMOTIVE MAINTENANCE & CAR CARE 
FOOD SERVICE INDUSTRY 

LANDSCAPING, GARDENING, AND PEST CONTOL 
PAINTING 

 

For more information about storm drain protection or 
additional brochures, call the 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

CITY OF LAWNDALE  
PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT 

(310) 973-3260 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
The City of Lawndale gratefully acknowledges the 

City of Los Angeles for brochure concept and design. 
 

 

 

Printed on recycled paper. 

Best Management 
Practices (BMPs) 



Storm Water Pollution 
The City of Lawndale has two drainage 
systems -  the sewers and the storm drains. 
The storm drain system takes runoff directly 
from City streets to the Dominguez Channel 
and finally to the ocean  without treatment. 

Routine swimming pool and spa 
maintenance activities generate a variety of 
wastes such as back wash residues, 
algaecides, and acid washes.  Swimming 
pool and spa water contains chemicals which 
can harm our waterways when it is 
discharged improperly.  Anything going into 
our storm drains that isn’t rainwater can 
contribute to storm water pollution, which 
closes beaches, and harms aquatic life.  

 

 

· Prevent algae build-up with 
regular cleanings and 
maintaining consistent chlorine 
levels. 

· Prevent mosquito breeding, by 
not allowing pool/spa water to 
stagnate.  

· Manage pH and water hardness to minimize 
corrosion of copper pipes. 

· Do not use copper-based algaecides, use 
alternative, such as chlorine or sodium bromide. 

· Read and follow manufacturer’s recommendations 
for chemical use. 

 

· Recycle or use up excess chemi-
cals.  

· Dispose of any leftover pool/spa 
chemicals at a Household Hazard-
ous Waste roundup event.   

For more information, contact Los Angeles County De-
partment of Public Works at 1-888-CleanLA (1-888-
253-2652) or log-on to: 

  

Recycle or Reuse Leftover Chemicals 

PROBLEMS 

The City of Lawndale encourages residents to 
discharge swimming pool and spa water directly to the 
sanitary sewer system.  However, if this method of 
disposal is not feasible, the City will allow the  
discharge of  dechlorinated pool or spa water to the  
storm drain system  provided all of the conditions 
below are met prior to discharge. 

Pool and Spa Maintenance SOLUTIONS 

Compliance with these best management practices can 
be verified using a pool test kit.  Excess chlorine can 
be removed by removing chlorine tablets for a couple 
of days prior to discharge or by purchasing 
dechlorinating chemicals from your local pool supply 
company.   

 

Best Management Practices 

Proper maintenance and disposal of pool/spa water 
and chemicals ensures that the Dominguez Channel 
and the ocean are free of contaminants. By complying 
with these best management practices, you will make a 
significant contribution toward keeping pollutants out of 
the receiving waters and help to protect organisms that 
are sensitive to pool chemicals.  

· Make sure all chemicals are dissipated before 
draining a pool or spa 

· Do not drain pool/spa within 5 days of adding 
chemicals, ensure that all chemicals have 
dissipated prior to discharge.  

· Never clean or rinse a filter into the street or 
storm drain Rinse filters onto a dirt area.  

· Do not  discharge acid cleaning wastes into 
street or storm drain 

· Make sure water is free of any unusual 
coloration and mosquitoes 

· Ph should be between 6.5 and 8.5 before 
discharging.  


